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TO 
MY HUSBAND, 

JOHN HENRY GRAY, M.A., LL.D., 

AKCHDSACOff iLATS OF HONG KONCU 
WUOSK LONG RESIDENCE IK THE OTT OK CANTON, 

AND INTIMATE ACQUAINTANCE WITH 

ITB INUAIUTANTS^ 

ENABLED ME TO SEE AND LEARN 80 MUCH W TUUR 

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS, 







INTRODUCTION. 
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The letters forming the subject of this small 
work were written during a fourtean months' 
residence in the city of Oanton, where I enjoyed 
many opportunities of seeing the inner life of the 
Chinese, and of learning much of their daily life 
in their own homes. The letters were written for 
circulation amongst my £Bunily and a few friends 
who kindly expressed an interest in all I saw 
and did in the far-off country of China. These 
descriptive letters accompanied others I wrote at 
the same time to my family, and so they do not 
contain any reference to domestic matters neces- 
sary to suppress. They are therefore published 
in extenso. We left Liyerpool in the 8J3. 
Aby$$inian on our outward journey, January 
13th, 1877, and arrired at New Toric in fourteen 
days. Our voyage was rough and uninteresting, 
especially so perhaps to me, as I was very ill the 
whole time. Fourteen days spent in a cabin is 
very trying, even to the most patient of minds. 
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▼ill nmoDUCTiox. 

We iteTed fow or five days in New York, and 
Iken went oo to Niagara. The Falls far mr- 
jfmmd mj aoet Tind imaginatinn of them, and I 
feH that had thej alone been the objeot of onr 
joomej, we ■hunld have bean wdl repaid. The 
only wiitalre we made was in onr seleetion of an 
hoteL We followed the adriee of some fellow- 
tm^ellert and remained on the American side 
ofthelUls. The Obnadian side is, I think, 
mndi moie lotely, one is nearer to the Falls, 
and the view of the Hone-shoe Fall from the 
win d ow s of the hotels whidi are situated dose 
to it is most charming. After a three days^ stay 
at magara we went on to Chicago, where we 
spent two day% and were mnch struck with the 
indefattgahle industry of the people in baying 
rmsed such a noble town so quickly after the 
dsstniction of the greater part of the old dty. 
We went on from Chicago to the Salt Lake 
Ctty and stayed there at the Mormon Hotel, so 
that we mi^ bear as much as possible of the 
aaiats and their doings. Mr. Townsend, the pro- 
pri elo f of the hotel, was most willing to giro all 
details of the Mormon belief and its practicee, 
made ns seferal long Tisits in our sittings 
and talked until I fdt so indignant that I 
eonld seaieely raftain from speaking out my mind. 
The position of the Salt Lake City is lordy. 
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and I never saw a scene thai enchanted me so 
much, af on the evening when we drew near 
to it The sononnding snow-capped moontains 
are grand, and when we first caught sight of 
them, they were of roseate hue. Brigham Toung 
showed no small judgment when he selected this 
spot as the cradle of his infant kingdom. It 
contains in itself all that is necessary for the use 
of man. It abounds, especially, in mineral wealth. 
The valley in which the town lies emboeomed is 
a Paradise. I was, however, much disappointed 
in the town itself, as I had read in some work 
that it was a paragon of neatness and cleanliness. 
It is at all events now most commercial in ap- 
pearance, with large advertisements at the comers 
of the ftreets, aiul '^Yery cheap,** ^Not to be 
rivalled," and so on, written up in the shops. 

After visiting all the places of interest in Salt 
Lake City, we left on the fourth day, and passing 
by the great Salt Lake itself, the waters of which 
were as smooth as glassy proceeded by train to 
San Francisco. And what can I say of that mar- 
vellous journey across the continent of America? 
— ^it dinppointed me. The Booky Mountains 
and the Sierra Nevadas are magnificent^ the 
country we passed through in Oalifomia is most 
charming, but I was not prepared for the hundreds 
of miles through the prairies^ where we saW 
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BoUuag to interai in, nor for the dirty towns at 
wUeh W9 flopped en route. The tnyelling, too» 
it to B7 mind oneoinforteUey end the eerrieges 
not eo wdl errenged ee tbej mig^t be. The 
refieehnent rooms et the stetaons ere OTorheeted, 
end I often only pot mj heed into them to beet 
e hesty i street. 

Sen Fhmeiseo reeehed, we diseore r ed that our 
projeeted trip into the Toeemite Yelley wee an 
impossabOitj. The rosd was not open, being stall 
ehokcd np by now, so with regret we had to 
IHTe op our desire to see this most knrely spot 
We remained at San Franeisoo five days, and 
then embarked on board the Sii. Bdgic^ and 
started on onr kng sea Toyage to Hong Kong. 
We were equally unfortonate in tlie weather in 
this voyage as in that across the Atlantic The 
only really Cne day we had was that on which we 
started. Afterwards we experienced a soccession 
of sqoalls aaid bad weather. The captain had 
pcedicted a smooth and rapid Toyage, as onr 
ronrsr, with the Tiew of aToading tempestnons 
weather, was 600 milee farther south than is 
wsnally the eassw Day after day there was the 
same rsmerk to make at dinner, *^ What a rongh 
day we hafw had." The offiosfs of the yessel 
eaii it was exeeptaoBelly sqnally and trying. One 
ai^Botapsnon on board closed his eyes; the 
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wind blew a gale, the cargo shifted, and we were 
to mooh on one side that it seemed as if we most 
roll oyer. Another day, daring a storm, some 
high waves broke against the ship^ and struck the 
port-holes of our cabin, which was on deck, with 
such terrific force, that we feared, for a moment^ 
the sea most dash in. This happened twice 
during the same gala 

We did not reach Japan ontil four weeks after 
we had left San Francisco, and the time seemed 
doable in length, as the monotony of sea life was 
not broken by any ships in sight, save one small 
Ycssd, or by other objects of interest I was 
enchanted with the approach to Japan, and the 
sight of land was doubly welcome after one had 
been so long at sea. Yokohama I delighted in ; 
and Tokio, in which we spent ten hours rushing 
about in jinrickshaws, to each of which two men 
were harnessed, was most intensely interesting to 
me. How I laughed when I got into this most 
curious conreyance, and my two brown naked- 
legged Japanese ran off with me. We yisited 
most of the buildings temples* etc, in Tokio^ 
our jinrickshaw men taking us from place to 
place with almost the spoed of ponies. I longed 
to be able to spend some weeks in this most 
charming country of Japan, and returned with 
much regret to the BJfic at midnight. Had 




mil DmoDuanoN. 

we kmomm UmI we oodd hare takoi our tiekHtu 
to TokohuBa, aad hare lemained there far 
iomr or live dey^ and then have gone on by 
aeolhar aenriee to Hong Kong, we thonld moat 
eertainly have done to; but the iteamboat 
agwt in London told nt that by breaking oor 
jonmey ^^^ ihonld incor a fortnight's delay, 
and thk we weie not willing to rink. A week's 
voyage horn Yokohama bfonght as to tbo 
port of Hong Kong. The entrance to the har- 
bonr of Hong Kong is beantifiily and I was 
lost in wonder and interest as I watohed the 
oeean and ooasling janks and all the river 
craft in their faiitastio and varied forms. Tlie 
town of Hong Koog» as viewed from the sea, 
is very fine and important-looking, and stands 
vell» being built along the mai^u of the harbour, 
and on the side of a high hilL The harbour is 
very broad and deep^^and capable of holding a 
large meieantile fleet 

I shall always retain a vivid reoollection of the 
intsiest and pleasure whioh the quaint and vast 
city of Oaaton afforded me, where all was so 
difcrenl to anything I had seen before. I never 
went into it or its suburbs without seeing some- 
thing new, something which greatly interested 
aM. The formatioo of the city, its narrow streets, 

alleys and turnings, its shops. 
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with their oarioosly-raahioned oontentt, were a 
Deyer-ending rtody to me. My residence in 
Gaaton was, with much regret, brought abmptl j 
to a close on the 8th of June, 1878, by a serious 
illness. We were compelled to return to England 
by the shortest possible route, and to giv6 up 
our intention of yisiting India on the way liome. 
The sea Yoyage partially restored me to health, 
and I was able to land at Saigon, Singapore, 
Ceylon, and Aden, and to see all that it was 
possible to see in the short time allowed to 
passengers at those places. Ceylon is a lordj 
island, and I consider Wahwallah, with its extent 
sire riew, one of the most beautiful spots I have 
over visited. 
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LETTEB L 

OAMimr, April Itl, 1877. 

Mt deab Mothbb, 

We were delighted to leoeiTe your letten, 
as well as those firom our friends ; please receiye 
our warmest thanks for them. They only 
arrived at Hong Kong the same day as we did 
(last Monday )» and as they were resenred for os 
at the Post Offioe, and not sent on to Gantoo« we 
received them as a weloome to Chinai and it was 
most delightful I Tou should have seen ns devour 
all our oorrespondenoe as we sat at tiffin at the 
Hong Eong HoteL 

After we had lunched, we hired chairs and began 
to explore the city. I was much surprised at the 
size and extent of it, and at the palatial dimensions 
of the private houses. They reminded me of 
Italian palaoes; and they look so well, as the 
situation on which they »• built, overlooking the 
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Ittrbov, it IW7 rhTminy, . The town Is kepi in 
good oidaTt mm! itif]^ i^ .tfniiiger •• i^ pfosperou 

We womd tome diitanoa up the road whioh 
letds to the peek, then leinrned into the main 
leed, end vent vonnd the Hqypj Yellej. The 
weethar now wee ekrady end mistj, to I did not 
Me this pert of the town to edf entege, but I 
eonld jndge hov beentiftil it mnat kx>k on e 
bright^ ennehinj dej. On our letnniy we die- 
aiaed onr dieif% end went into the hotel end 
eideied dinner. Afterwnide we took e etroll 
thfongh the Chineee qoerter of the dtj, end I 
saw mnch that interetted and inrpriaed me. 
The lighting-np of thope and honaea with large 
paper lantema atrock me as ao rerj strange. 

At nine o*ck)ok pjc we returned on board the 
Bdfi§^ where we had been moat oonrteonaly in- 
Tited to apend the night The following morning 
we atarted at eight o*clook in the riTor eteamer 
for onr foreign home» to whioh I had looked for- 
ward for ao many weeka. I waa astoniihed at 
the immenee nnmber of Chineee crowded on the 
tower deek of the ateamer. Theae rirer iteameia 
are Terj Cne, and the jonmeyof ninety-Are milee 
as performed in aix hoore if the tide be faronrablei 
One thing mnch anrprieed me on the ateemer 
and that waa to eee a man with a naked aword 
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statioiied at the dosed gangway. He nerer 
his eyes off the gangway, and when he had been 
at his post an hour or so another man relieyed 
hinou On inqoiryy I learnt that this precantion 
is adopted in ocnseqnenoe of some Chinese 
pirates haring gone on board the steamer Impark 
some months ago as passengers. When they had 
reached the estoaiy of the CSanton riyer, they rose, 
murdered the Eoropean oflBcers and passengers, 
and took the treasore. 

When we had passed the Bogue Forts, and had 
so oome nnder the protection of other yessels, the 
man with the swoid relinquished his post And 
now I made my first acquaintance with Chinese 
scenery, with pagodas^ with pawn towers, and 

> with all the curious craft upon the river. As we 

approached Canton, the goal to which we had 

1 been hastening these ten weeks past, my heart 

was rery full, and I was impatient to arrive at 
our destination, When the steamer dropped her 
anchor, the noise anmnd us was deafening. 
Crowds of passenger boats were waiting for hire, 
and pushing against each other in their eagerness 
to get a good place near the gangways of the 
steamer. The boatmen were screaming out to 
attract the attention of people toltheir particular 
boats^ and the boatwomen came on board en- 
deavooring to secure passengers. Their costume 

b2 
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tfUmck me •• bciiiig lo peenluur. It ii a dark- 
blue eotton bloote and wide trooien, which reach 
a little waj below the knee. The feet and legs 
are bare. And then what ia eo oorioos to oor 
Enropean ejet» ii the hair fnlly drcwed teapot 
fMhion» the jadeelooe claqie in it» the jadestone 
earrings and the jadeeloiie banglee worn bj theee 
poor wooMo. The women's headi of hair strike 
me as being beaatifnlly neat The whole scene 
aionnd me bewildered me. I saw an old China- 
man talking to Henrj, and soon learnt that it 
was oor head senrant Mik, who, hearing that 
there was a chance of oor arriring on Tnesdaj, 
had come to the steamer to meet ns. 

A large crowd of Chinese had assembled to 
see the slesmer come in; and their costames, 
their shaTcn heads their tails, attracted all 
my attention. And now Mile (oor comprador) 
liaring selected a boat oat of the mauy crowding 
X jond the sieaver, we got into it, and proceeded 
by the river wall of Shameen* to the Chaplaincy, 
which is st the farther end of the small island. 
I thooght Shameen looked rery pretty as we 
passed along it, end I wt% snrprised, when we 
polled up before the Chaplaincy, to see what a 
charming, comfortable house it seemed to be. 
When I entered it I was still better plea^ 
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as tLe houM is so well arranged. I will g^ye 
70a a description of my new home. It is in the 
Italian style of architectare» bailt in two stories, 
with two deep verandahs at the hack of the 
house, looking upon the river. Yoa enter a 
good-sized hall, and on your left is the drawing* 
room — a large room with two windows opening to 
the ground at each end, and three windows run- 
niog down the side of it From the verandah 
you step on to a narrow piece of grass which 
separates us from the bund or walk on tlie river 
wall. 

From the front door yon fiace the wide grass 
walk, which goes down the entire length of the 
settlement 

Our house is in the same compound as the 
church, which is also of Italian architecture, and 
which seems to me large, considering the small 
number amongst the community who are members 
of the Church of England. The church, our house, 
and the wall which surrounds them, are painted a 
stone colour in two shades. I like our part of 
Sbameen much. It is at the extreme end of the 
small island, and is all to ourselves. We have a 
beautiftil view of the broad river PearL 

The name Shameen, means ''sand face,'* and 
was given to the settlement partly from the fact 
that» until th^ Europeans bought it, it was but a 
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«Bd4iuk ; and pMtly f jmn the ahapa of the idaad 
laaamMing a bmnan Hmm. It as a maU iaiaiidt 
only a ndle and a half in ouoomiiBreDoe. The 
bnnd endiding it as ornamented hj a row of 
banyan-tieei^ whidi lode lo green at this time 
of yeac 

ThehonMtin the aettlenient are Tory handiome 
and the whole of it as beantifiilljr hid ont The 
walks are all bordered hj the banyan-trees. I am 
mndi stroek with the tropioal plants I have seen in 
the gardens^ especially with the palm-trees. Oar 
bcaTy Ingpge not having anifed. we are oooapy- 
ing oniielves by walking into the eity, and haye 
already seen ssTsral of the interesting places in it 
We have Tisited many of the old chinaware shops, 
and bare picked np^ ereo in these two or three 
day% some good pieces of ancient bloe china» so our 
dfawing-room begins to look homelike. Yoii most 
remember that the Chaplaincy is already famiabed. 
We have porehased some small, square Chinese 
earpet% some of which are yellow in the groond 
eoloor, with deriees in bine ; othen white in the 
gronnd ooloVt with most onrioas patterns in ser- 
pents, ancient diaraeters (snch as Shan, meaning 
longsrity), and Tarions animals. In nuke they 
mneh rssemble coarw tapestry . We oonld, had we 
widied, haye booght Enropean carpets, as we saw 
hanging np in the street where we made 




70UBTEEK MOlTrHS IN OANTOV. 7 

our pmohaflesy and I beUere that the houaes in 
Shameen generally are carpeted with them ;biitwe 
intend to embelliah onr honae aa mach as poarible in 
Chinese atyle. On oorarrival (which was aomewhat 
unexpected) at the Chaplaincy, the whole hooae 
was in disorder, and the dining-room floor was in 
« the hands of a painter ; but a rerj short time 

J sufBced for the Chinese boys to arrange the 

fumiturei and as the floors are painted in the 
sitting-rooms as well as the bedrooms, there is 
no need to lay down carpets, aa with us in England* 
Whilst we were still in disorder, a friend of 
Henry's arrired in her chair, and most kindly 
begged of us to stay with her for a few days, 
until our house could be made ready for our use ; 
but we declined her kind infitation, as^ after our 
journey of ten weeks, we longed to be quiet in our 
own house. 

During the ten days we haye been here, we 
must hare walked Ato or six miles daily, and 
haye stood about for hours sightseeing. Oh I 
there is so much to see in Canton, and all ia ao 
different to what one meeta with in European 
cities. The narrow, long, numeroua streets^ with 
their Imlliant signboards in all colours, are Tery 
curious. These signboaxda hang in front of the 
shops^ and bear the names of the owners^ and 
the kind of articles sold in the shops. 
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To« OMDoC imagine liov gay tliejr aie. Soma 
afD aigbi to Ifli fMi long, and aio painted aeailet 
with laiaed eharaetera in Uaok— or bhie with 
laaeed letteta in gold— or white with red diarao- 
ten; in (aei there it ererj Tarietj excepting green 
boards which are rarely to be aeen. The itreeta 
often contain ahopa of one kind only^ ao yon aae 
on a whole row of many-coloured aignboards a 
ahoob a alocking^ a mnncal ioatniment^ or a hat, 
painted at the bottom, according to the article 
aold in that partionlar atreet Orer aome ehopa 
hang aignboards made in the ahape of the article 
aold in them^ ondi at a bat soapended orer a 
hattf9^% a stocking orer a hoeier'e. One particolar 
ahop I pamed amosed me much. It belonged to 
a dentiftv and^beeide the characteriatic signboard 
denoting the bnsinem of the owner, there was a 
la rge si aed fignre^ well execnted and coloared, of 
a man in the act of brashing a splendid row of 
while teeth. Sometimes a dentist indicatea his 
calling by Iiaiiging at the doorpost of his shop 
strings of decayed teeth. The streets bear rery 
namw, which Henry translated for me in 
inatancep. I will giro yon a few of these 
far examplea. There are ** Peaoe Street,** 
""Bri^t Clond Street,'* •'Street at ETcrlasting 
Lofe^"* 'Street at One Hondred Grandsons,'* 
''Scrss* at a Thonaand Beatitndes,* •'Street at 
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the Afloending Dragon,*' ^ Street of the Beponng 
Dragon,** etc Again, aome atreeta are dia« 
tingoiahed from otheia by the nnmbera whick 
they bear. Many of the principal atreeta are 
named thna: ""Fint Ward,** «" Second Ward,** 
** Third Ward,** eta I ha?e thoroughly enjoyed 
the ahopping, and wiah you coold aee na enter a 
shop, aalute the maater of it, reoeiTO hia chin- 
chin in retam, then take a seat in the inner shop 
(for, in many caaea, the ahope are diyided into two 
compartmenta), and receire a tiny cap of (h$ 
mmpU, in ita full senae, aa it ia withont milk or 
augar. Then you mention what yon require, and 
the article ia brought in and diaplayed before yon. 
The maater of the ahop namea hia price. Henry, 
after appearing to reflect for a few aeoonda, prob- 
ably oflTera half what is demanded, and the bar* 
gaining ia then begun. It ia all done in perfect 
good humour. Sometimea Henry*a firat oflTer is ao-* 
oepted, and then one knowa that it ia more than^ 
a fair price; aometimea he adTancea nearer to the 
merchant*a demand, but he doea thia alowly, and, 

J aa a rule^ aa he adTancea the owner of the ahop 

dropa hia price little by little. In a atreet, how- 

\ ever, where the foreignera generally deal, which 

II ia doae to Bhameen, the price ia a fixed one. In 

thia a ti ea i are aome beaotifQl ahopa containing 
ivory oarfiiig% jewellary, ailk gooda, and Uaok 
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wood fbnutmi In the ptoriiioo shops yoa see 
slimiige sights. In some I have noiioed dried nts, 
eooked dogiT flesh — ^iHiioh when cat op, ss it ]s» 
into joints tor ssle^ I haye mistaken for socking- 
F^—dndor bills, adiUe biids* nests^aod ererj 
^arietj of meat and flsh. The latter is a diq;QsU 
i^g mi^ as to nuke it look frssh esoh piece 
when cot as ssMared orer with bkxkL In ponl- 
teienr shops I hare seen owli^ white storks with 
their ejes sswn op to pcerent them from taking 
bif^ at the psssem-bj, as thej stand nsnall j on 
CBS kg on perohes in front of the shopi^ liard^ 
tortoises, ete^ all for human food. Nothing is 
wasted hj the thrifty Chineee: all and erery part 
of an animal is reckoned bj them as good to be 
eaten. I haye also obserred a great number of 
open-air stalls, which are placed either under mat 
eoTering% cr simply under large umbrellas made 
of dried palm-learea. I have seen most piotui^ 
esqne groops stsnding round these stalls drinking 
aoop^ or eating boiled rice with chopsticksi or 
pesh^ taking cakes or other light refreshment. 
The Chinese are most inreterate gamblei% and I 
have noticed onall boys gmbling at stalls where 
nst% oranges^ cr other fruits are sold. In the 
s ti ee ts and squares one often sees groups of four cr 
§W9 C hin ese squattiBg, who are engaged in play- 
i^g CBids and dcminoesy whilst othsn stand and 
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look on at the game. I find tlie Chiuen moit 
polite in tbe itreeti, almTB makmg toeao. tot w 
to pMi ; and althoo^ tlwjr fidlow ni and itandat 




tba cntnDM of tha ihopa when we enter tbem, to 
gaM at Bi^ tliej are most good-tempered. Wheo 
'Bmaij wpmkt OhineM thaj are mooh amoaad ' 




IS foumrcBM mqmthb or canton. 

•ad mj, m be trOt m^ "* He epeeks the eleer 
lugMgiu* When lie writee down our eddrev eo 
UmI ov pwroJMUM Biejr be eeot to «•» our etten- 
life fcU o we ii erj out aometiBiei^ ** This berbarien 
Imi e writteo bagMge.*' 

To« miMl QBdeietend that the shop fronts ere 
not glenad; ell eie open to the eir. The thope 
thej sell p tec io ne aloiie^ eqieoielly jede- 
iDTfli one long etreet^ end in its niuneioos 
ehopeeieeottteined thoneende of ponw^j* worth of 
jideetone^io mndi priaedbjOhineeeof ellrenki. 
Thie jedeelone street as qnite a nule in length, 
with shops on eeeh side of it far the sale of jade 
aad othsr rxmei. I cannot oooTey to 70a an idea 
of the siae of Canton with its hnndreds and 
haadreds of narrow streets. How Henry can 
tnd his way aboot as he does possles me; he 
kaows efery short cat in this Test labyrinth of 
sticsts aad lanes, erery qnecr, tortoons turn seems 
€m^nu» lo hiss. He is a splendid guide in the 
city. All his Chineee friends seem delighted to 
see hioB, esk him where he hc% been, congratolate 
sse^esk my ege^ if I come from Eogland, etc. 
As WW pass along, I often hear the Chinese in 
the e tit e U or in the shops say " Sing^Sang,** the 
far teecher, and one of the aames by 

to 
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LETTER IL 

TAAi-TuM-Koo-Tkn McniAflmTy April 4tk, 1877* 

Mt dvab Mother, 

PiOTUBB us mort comfortably seated in 
an npper loom of a garden house of a Buddhist 
monastery, on tlie other side of the Pearl BiTer 
from Shameen. Henry has spent many, many 
days in this retreat before, and the monks have 
most kindly giren him the garden house for his 
use. Our room is rery quaint in its divisions, 
and in one oomer, or perhaps, more correctly 
speaking, in a small room separated from the 
one we are in, is a wooden Chinese bed. Our 
sitting-room is divided into two compartments 
by wooden trellis carving. In the divisions 
there are fragments of pictures. When new 
it must have been very pretty, but it requires 
to be put in order, and Henry tells me that 
this is a thing a Chinese does not understand. 
He builds, by degrees the place becomes dilapi* 
dated, but no money is spent upon it ; and at last^ 
when the building will no longer hold together, it 
is pulled down, and a new place raised upon the 
site. The air is lovely ; and as it is warm to-day, 
we are sitting with the windows (such windows ! 
divided into the smallest panes, pleasing to the 
eye of the medieralist) thrown open. The tieet 
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IB thagudoiaro teUand duidy; a fine pomelo- 
tiw ii opponia our wbdow% the tnmchae of 
wkiek ofvriiaiig a amall aqoare pood ninoiiiided 
bj briekwodL Beyond la a paTilioD with one of 
the beantiftd double wooden rooft. We haye 
farooghl a table» chains and a Innoh box from the 
fihajJahMiy. On ow arriTal we saw one of the 
km BMnka hehnging to this moDaatery, and he 
took na failo the Tiriton* room. It la rerj eharm- 
iq^ftuBiihed with eanred blade wood famitue, 
and the windowa haye amaU panea aet in dark 

I hare jnat aeen a hyrely large butterfly pam 
the windowa, ita winga Uack and as aoft^looking 
aa TelTOt The birda are ainging aweetly in the 
garden. Hera we are aa bnay aa beea — ^I with 
my ooTfeapondenee, and Henry attting at my aide 
oorrecting hia mannacripla. Before we left home» 
a Chineaa merehant. an old friend of Henry^ 
ealled. He ia a good-tempered-looking old man 
of aerenty-aix years of age. Aa he spoke pigeon 
EB|^ish» I nndeiatood but little of what he said. 
He ataied at ma^ aaked my age, and aaid patronia- 
ingly, * Ton proper fiiee.** When speaking of the 
piaaant Emparor^a age (be ia a diild of fire yeaia), 
he aaid, "Bnt hia mother rery oonning, take 
care of that pigeon," meaning 8ute affsinL 
Whan Henry aaked him if hia new wifis (Na 2) 
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had any children, he answered, ^ N(h no pieoee : 
one pieoee come bat no utajp** meaning the child 
was dead. The poor old gentleman oonld not 
understand me at alL 

On Sunday eyening, after the three o^dock 
seryioe, we started in a sUpper boat for Whampoa» 
which is at a distance of eleren miles down the 
riyery as Henry is anxious to resume Cfening 
serrices there on Sundays. The place is n^uoh 
altered since he first began to hold senrice»|^ 
at this port The large ships are no longer 
to be seen in its roadstead. The docksi etc^ 
hare been sold to the Chinese, and the whole 
place looks deserted and wretched. The laige 
ocean steameis go up straight to Canton now, and 
do not» as formerly, discharge their caigoes at 
Whampoa. As the tide was in our fekTouTt we went 
down to Whampoa in two hours ; but the return 
journey was yery long, over four hours, and we did 
not reach home until midnight On our way there 
we saw a long procession of state barges, about 
eighteen in number. The Chinese Governor was 
letuming to Canton from an inspection of the 
] forts down the riyer. I was filled with wonder 

as I saw the river swarming with its boating 

Mpopolatioii. Henry tells me that there are, it is 
reekoped, 800,000 human beings who live entirely 
in their boata They never stay on land and ' 
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mm m diitmek oommnnity, one may ny, to the 
popihtMMi ca ahora. It Ims ben oonjeeUifed that 
they ere the deaeeedaots of lebela who were oom- 
pdled bj an empetor of the peat to be thiia eat 
etf froi eommmioB with their fellow men, Theie 
eie eoehoragea marked oat far each aet of boata, 
aad there are atieeta and atieeta of boata thioUy 
padud together. Men, womeiit boya and girla^ bat 
aMMW partieolarly women, aoall and row theae boata. 
The eoatome ct the latter ia e tanio and wide, 
ahofft tioiiaer% eooung to the middle of the leg^in 
dark-bloe eotton. They wear neither ahoea nor 
aleftkipga. I am getting aeeoatomed to the naked 
kga and feet of the lower ordera. Eren the city 
geard are withoat atockinga, I haTe noticed that 
many aoperior-looking men take off their amart» 
eodiroidered ahoea and carry them when it raina. 
In the atieeta I haTe been moch atrock with the 
qaiet» gentle deportment of the Chineae. I hare 
already aeen aome amall-footed women. One we 
■Mt on oar way to thia monaatery waa riding 
on the bai^ of her female attendant* She waa 
the yoong wife» Henry thooght^ of a fennert on 
her way to Tiait a friend in one of the neigh- 
bonring TiUagea. 
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LETTEB in. 

OAVRVt April ISth, 1877. 

My deab Mother, 

We paid seyeral calls* on Wedoesday, and 
found most of our friends at home. I was glad 
to haye an opportunity of seeing the interior of 
the houses in our settlement I was much struck 
with their English appearance, carpeted as they are 
with English carpets, many well-known engimyings 
hanging on the walls. The black wood furniture 
and the large Terandahs alone make one realise 
that one is in the East, when seated in one 
of these large drawing-rooms. I think when 
Europeans return to their natiye lands, they must 
feel Tery much disappointed with the contracted, 
cramped houses they haye to live in. When our 
calls were paid, we went into the city, and after 
a search in some of the curiosity shops for blue 
china, we entered the Flowery Forest Mona* 
stery. The monks were baring a meal in the hall, 
and plentiful the feast appeared to be, with its 
many dishes containing various portions of food. 
They roee and welcomed u% and expressed great 
pleasure in seeing Heory again. We begged 
them (yon can imagine mine was the pantomimic 

c 
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•elioo) to be teitad. Thajr offend us eeeto et 
eaother teble^ end one of the young monks 
bfOQgbl lie tee ia ooreied oape. Another of 
tboB, wiMee dotj H ie to leoeiTe Tititora» set 
doern with n% end Heniy eiid ho eliin«chinned eech 
other bj toochipg eajM^ end then we tipped our 
teiL Dried fruit of ▼eiioaskind%lkheeetWAmpeee» 
dregoo'i ejee, dried ginger, eta, were jdeoed on 
the eontre of the table in e leoqnered box made 
in wuMj eompertmenti. The monk bended the 
dried trmt to ne on e little two-pronged fork, end 
opened the dried Ucheee befofo ho pemed them to 
«L Henrj, then, in tme Chineee style, took a 
pieee of the dried fmit on the little foric, rose, and 
pet it into onr host's moaUu In the meantime the 
repest was going on at the other table doee to ns. 
I shottld think there most haye been some thirty 
little ehina bowls, with Tarions kinds of food in 
them, in the oentre of the table. Meat is for> 
bidden to these Boddhist mookst bat it is by no 
means eertain that sondry small pieces of pork 
and other flesh were not to be foond in these 
little bowls. Each monk bad his own basin in 
one hand, the ehopelieks in the other, and he 
helped hissself flrst to one of the dainties, then 
to another, from the centre of the table. This is 
the way all Chinese take their food. When the 
lepest was etrr, the monks came to onr Ubie and 
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stood by us; each then spoke to us, took tome 
morsel from our centre dish, and handed it to na. 
The dragon's eyes and other kinds of dried fmit 
were so distastefol to me, that I had to take tliem 
slily from my month and hide them in my sanoer. 
The monks are dirty4ooking men, with nn* 
intellectual faces, and the long nails that they 
wear on some of their fingers look as if they had 
not seen soap and water for many a long day. 
Xhey are Tery conrteous, and the ceremony of 
bowing at each of the little doorways in taking 
leave of the monk who conducts you to the 
street, is very wearisome. 

On leaving this reception hall we went to see 
the shrine of The Five Hundred Disciples of 
Buddha. It is a most extraordinary sight The 
figures, which are almost life-siie, are made in 
clay and gilded, and as they have just been 
restored they are extremely bright As you 
enter the shrine you see long rows of these 
figures, sitting on a raised platform, in lines and 
cross lines. Each figure represents a disciple 
according to his idea of sanctity. Some hold 
their arms upright, which have stiffened in this 
position ; one I saw with both arms so raised ; 
others are in contemplatiye postures. One 
carried a ciader in his hand, another had a mitre 
on his heady while others wore crowns. AJl are 

2 
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wp wi CB tad m hmrinfi dark-blue hair, and in 
aone iaataiicw tlie flgorea haTa Uoe bearda. No 
two are alika. In a few eatea repreaented, the 
ditriplea being espeoiaUy holy, a little image 
of Bnddba ia farmed in the cheats giving ^ nioat 
enriona appeaimnoe to the idoL The Teatmenta 
theae flgnrea wear §i% eorionalj enoogh, Catholio 
in form. We afterwarda paaaed through the 
Beggari* Square; here beggan are allowed to 
amemble, and to aleepp end hi oaae of death are 
proTided milh a ooffin bj the gnild of the Folden 
merchanta. The mlea of the beggan* guild are 
•tricty and eldera are appointed to enforce them. 
The I r '^^gen are under the protection of special 
deitii 

From the Beggars* Square we returned h<nne» 
You perbi^ia oan imagine how strange I feel at 
p res en t in tliis new life; to be waited upon only 
bj men, not to haTe a female senrant in the 
establiahment^ for I haTe actad on Henry'a 
adnce, and haTe not engaged an amah. He 
thinka theae women giTen to goasiping, and a 
great otiI in a houae. It aeema to me as if I 
were staying at an hotel, as I do not know what 
will appear at table ; nor haTe I aeen my cook, aa 
he doea not come into the house. The senranta* 
ofieaa are a low range of buildinga joined to 
the houaa ca the one aide. The singular eoatame 
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of the seryants strikes me mach ; their queer lingo 
I cannot understand — ^naturally they baTe the 
same difficulty in respect to my English. Our 
head boy being asked the other day if he knew 
what I said, replied, ** I no saveiy missossi talkee 
ploper English.** Our dining-room is now ready, 
and I must say our rooms are Tery comfortable, 
I hope the account of my illness, which Henry 
sent you last week, did not alarm you much. I 

II was very ill at the time, and for two or three days 

the doctor could not make out what was the 
matter with me. He looked Tery serious, and 
alarmed Henry by saying that he had been called 

]j in only just in time. He was surprised at the 

agony I suffered not lessening with the remedies. 
At last he pronounced the illness to be caused by 
paint poisoning, and said that I must, ill as I was, 
be taken in a boat across the river, and sit for some 
hours in one of the gardens at Fa-tee, as change 
of air was really necessary for me. The mar- 
Tellous effect that the remedy produced upon me 

. proTed that Dr. Brereton was right in his treat- 

j ment I was helped to the boat, and could 

scarcely sit upright^ but after I had been in the 
garden house of our favourite retreat an hour or 

j so I b^gan to feel better, and the miserable feel- 

ing ci nausea, which had not left me for six days, 
was senaibly lessened. On my return at night I 
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watmneh better, and from that time improTed 
impidly. My ezperienoe of painter^s oolic is that 
it ia one of the moat painful illaeawa poarible. In 
my oaaa the ferer was ao high that in the first 
&%^t I was seised I beoame partly delirioos. 
Hsnry sayi^ in all bia experience of Tisiting 
awKwest the aiek at CSantoOt he has not known 
any patient so scorched np with fever as I wasi 

I mnst now tell yoo about a day's ezcorsion we 
made into the oonntry. Do yon remember Henry 
saying, befiiie we left England, that he woold 
take Bse as aoon as poasiUe the forty miles' trip 
throogh the Talleys enditding the White Cloud 
Uooniains? Ko European bat lie knows this 
route, and he accidentally disco?ered it some 
yean ago. Two mountain chairs, which are 
much lighter than those used for the city and 
lerel plaoea, were brought round to the Chap- 
laincy at a very early hour yesterday morning. 
Thcee chairs are made of bamboo rods, and 
hate a corering of dark-green cotton oyer the 
head and sides, which can be taken off the light 
bamboo poles, which support it, at pleasurSi In 
our eaae it was taken off as soon as we had 
Ml the city, and not replaced. We started 
immediately after the morning serrioe, a little 
after nine o'dodc Such a caTalcade we Conned, 
with our fourteen ^air cooliea and an old coolie 




1 
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whom Henry has employed for yean to aooompany 
him in all his excursioDS. The ehair coolies 
when not engaged in carrying ns (we had the 
doable number, Henry eight and I six« so as to 
haye relays) had long bamboo poles resting oo 
their shoolders, from one end of which hong 
their large circular hats, and from the other end 
the clothes of those carrying the diairs were sns- 
pended. The bats belonging to the chair coolies 
are either bine, or red and black; they haTO 
pointed crowns, and are about the sixe of a lady's 
sunshade. The men, after we had started, only 
wore short dark-blue or brown cotton drawers, 
reaching to the knee ; some had on straw sandali^ 
others walked the whole distance with naked feet. 
Their brown shoulders glistened in the sun, and 
my heart bled at the deep-red marks made by 
the pressure of the chair-poles on them. Imagine 
any European carrying a burden and walking forty 
miles in the day, and for half that distance baring 
to share the weight of a chair and its passenger I 
Our route first took us through the city, then 
through its suburbs and outlying Tillages. The 
number of Chinese going in the same direction as 
ourselTes was Tory great, as the worshipping of 
the tombs had just begun. Most of these people 
were ca ibot» but some went along in chairs. 
They carried with them long strings of paper 
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bgoti^ to bom Bi tlie tombs. Tbcaa ingots, ot 
Boek-BMBSj, srs done np like little sogar-losTeSt 
end are stnmg on ooid. I sew mm oaurrjing 
ife or six sneh long strings of ingots from the 
end of tlieir bemboos, Thej else had offerings 
of oske in rsd peinted boxes, fiie-onuskers, end 
brigbtKxdonred and white psper, the latter of 
vhieh thej stick in strips on the grtres. I also 
saw some men earrjing roasted pigs oooked whole, 
lorofferings. The Chinese sxe too thrifty to leaye 
these at the tombs; thej merely offer them, then 
bring them home and feast on them with their 
relations. All male members of a femily most 
woiship their anoestofs' tombs yearly, and we 
met lathers taking their sons of all ages with 
tliem to the gra?es. Bat before I my more on 
this sabject, I most tell yon what we mw before 
we roaehed the place of tombs. Yfhesk we had 
passed through the suburbs of the dty we came 
to the asylum, or rather, small Tillage, set apart 
fer lepers. Here one sees the disease of leprosy in 
all stages; in some cases it is not apparent to the 
stranger, in othen it has assumed a most repul« 
sife fcrm, and is moresad to look upon than any- 
thing I had OTor witnessed. One young girl had 
only the stumfis of her hands left, and her feet 
weie without toes. The lepers intermarry, and thus 
the disease is propagated and inorsassd ; it is most 
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ad to aee IIm little okildm affeetad bj ibis 
Iwithwii digfaw The GoTemmaDt mppoii this 
Icpv TiUagi^ hot tboie who are aapable of work- 
img Bake wpm, which thejr sellt and ao obtain 
addifianil eoaifiirta far thamtelTef • These poor 
lapan hare also their temple and their espeoial 
(sd. After walking through this sad plaosb 
all are most amuooa to display their 
to get a komshaw from the stranger^ 
iwe got into our ehairs. We next passed bj a hill 
mal e fcrtms who haTO besn decapitated 
bnried. A stream of people^ bearing offer- 
ingi^ was passing on, and others we met were 
■etainiiig empty-handed from the graTos. The 
lbs were soon on all sides of ns ; they are in the 
of a hoffs^shoei and are built on the sides of 
the moontain in stone or asphalte. Tbeee belong 
to the rieh ; the gra?es of the poorer dam are 
oimply marked by an npright stone or a conical 
of earth. We now heard the report of 
fire-crackers being let off on all 
to frighten away eril spirits* and this 
continoed at intenrals the whole day. 
It gires one the effect of military ftineraK ^ 
ft salales were being fired over the grayes. 
Thehills were literally coTered by worshippers. 
The tombs do not» as a mls^ look imposing, as 
«hsj are hoUowed ovt of the hills, and with few 
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exceptions are plain. Some hare b%h gianite 
pillan and red flag poles in front of thenit denoting 
the rank of the deceased. A few haye rows of 
animals and attendants carved in stone, which 
form an ayenae, and lead to the tomb of a man 
of high rank. 

We Terj much enjoyed the coontrj, which 
became pretty, and in parts really beautiful after 
we had left the city far behind us. On we went 
past fields prepared for rice, and by small patc*hes 
of the rice growing thick together, which after 
a short time will be transplanted, and will be 
sufiScient to coyer several acres. We passed by 
lands prepared for every description of seed. It 
was most interesting to me to see agricultural 
labour going on according to Chinese custom. 
This is of a most primitive kind : they plough 
with buffidoes ; the harrow is most curious^ some- 
thing like a gridiron, and with this they mix the 
mud and water together to prepare the land for 
the transplanting of the young rice. The fields 
are wooderfully small here, which is partly owing, 
•0 Henry says, to the need of facilitating irrigation. 
The seed is sown by hand. I was struck by 
notiotng a man banking up the earth oyer some 
beds ooDtaining yegetable seeds. He used a 
large spade for this purpose, to which a double 
cord was sttaehed, sod a boy standing on the 
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opporfle fide of tke bad MMlad the laboaror bj. 
pdUag the f|MMfe tomdi him by the ooid. None 
if Iheee peaitate laenied pwad §of time; they 
lioe fwy eeriy end work kle, end they look •■ if 
they do Mi loMMr what H it to be in a hurry • We 
peMed by grofee mnd gnnree ci peepb-lreeei the 
frvH of which it now Mt» but will not be reedy 
for the merket nntil Jane. 

At one o*doek we titopp^i at a iermhoiiee, 
whein Henry has Inndied eereral times befiMre 
when he hat made this long eieorsion. How can 
I describe this strange scene? Firsts a woman 
CBsse ont» took car^ of me, and led me into what 
I thought was a kitdien. In trooped men and 
boys to stare at me ; the little boys only seyen or 
eight yean of age amosed me, as in most instances 
Ihey bad babies strapped on to their backs. One 
ef these odd-looking little babies was unwound 
ftam a boj*8 back and giyen me to nurse. The 
Utile thing, about six months old, had a silrer 
chain, with ehanns hanging to it, round his 
neck, and silyer bangles on his arms and legs. I 
tksn joined Henry, who was in the large hall of 
the house, and I fMind our coolie pladog our 
Innch eon on the table. We were objects of the 
fieatsst intsteit to the whole dan, which was 
eaUected in all its foroe to-day. The family bad 
leluined from wocshipning the tombs of their 
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jancestorsy and were about to spread their repMt 
in this large hall ; bat on our arrival they loao&t 
kindly left it for our use, and tbemaelTee dined 
al fresco. We must have had sixty persons 
round us, and when we began to eat they pressed 
close to usy and were most anxious to see how we 
used our knives and forks. They would hare 
become troublesome, had not the elders of the dan 
kept them in order. It was so eurious to (eel 
that our ways were looked upon as so barbarous 
and foreign. Possibly they concluded that when 
we became more enlightened, we should copy 
them in the use of chopsticks, etc. 

When ^ e had finished our luncheon, we went 
outside, and found a large gathering sitting on 
the ground, with the remains of a feast befoire 
them. This was the ancestral feast, and is supposed 
by the people to come direct to them from their 
ancestors, as the expenses of it are defrayed from 
the endowment of tlie ancestral altar. Erery 
member of the clan partakes of this feast, and 
one of the greatest punishments which can be in* 
flicted on an undutiful son is to preyent hun 
from participating in it The country became 
still more charming after we left the ikrmhouse^ 
and the mountains and valleys ^were beautiftil 
with the shades of the sun upon thenu 

We should hare missed the finest part of the 
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UHtmrj had Mi known the loute, •■ the 
ehear eooliee wkhed to teke as diraet orer e high 
hiD eller we Ml the ikrmhooM^ which would 
heire ehorteoed the journey bjeooMtix or aeyen 
nuleiL Tbej leToted to take ns where Henrj 
intended to go^ roond the beee ci this hilL I got 
enl of mj chnir end we wnlked on, the men 
itontly dedining to giTO in, end thej beoeme 
thieetening in their nttitode. When we had 
wnlked on a mile (I mnit own with depremed 
fnlii^ ca my part» as we were at least twenty* 
six miles from home) the chair ooolieSi seeing 
that they eoold not intimidate ns, brooght up the 
chair% and we eoatinoed onr long jonmey. Oar 
way now led ns acrom the large Canton plain, 
which is highly cnltiTaled, and produces tobacco, 
eotton^ sngar, indigo^ rice, and Tegetables of 
wions kinds. 

It was eight o'clock pjl, when we were some 
ife miles from the city, and by this time it had 
qnite dark. I was in fhmt, and not 
the mioes of Henry's coolies, 1 became 
r, and called ovt to him. No answer came, 
I called again. I had been warned by Henry 
to show distrast of the Chinees^ so, with as 
cheerfnl a foioe as I oonld command, I oontinoed 
ioesU»bnlin?ain — noanswercame. I Mi anzioos, 
after we started I had besB told that I was 
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foolish in going out for an ezcnnion, saoh m we 
intended to take, with my gold eaiTing«» loeket, 
and rings all exposed to Tiew. The men too had 
been so Tery insubordinate, and one had looked 
so evil in the discussion of tlie ohoioe of routes^ 
that I feared something migiit hare lii4[>pened to 
Henry. I oould neither speak nor understand a 
word of Chinese, and, therefore, could not tell the 
coolies to stop, so on we went After some ten 
minutes or more, we came to one of the resting^ 
places erected by some man as a meritorious 
work, and here I was put down on the floor. I 
can assure you my feelings were not enviable at 
that moment. I had not even our old ooolie with 
me, as he had succumbed to the fatigue of the 
long walk, and had remained in one of the Tillage 
we had passed throagh. Some people sitting 
about this resting»place, wishing, I suppose, to 
see what I was like, thrust one of the large 
coloured paper lanterns into the ohair, and then 
laughed at my appearance. I hoped to remain 
in this place until Henry's chair might arrite, 
but to my disappointment up I was taken after a 
delay of five minutes, and on we marched. Tou oan 
imagine what my joy was when the steps of the 
other ohair coolies became audible. When Henry 
oame up, he told me that he had also felt Terj 
anxious about me. The coolies carrying hie 
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dbftir kftd bseom twj modi htigaBi^ and H 
WM loM fdr the oilier km to teka their turn, 
bat whea iaqmrad for, tliejr wen nowliera to be 
fMuid. Tbej bed erideotly giTOD their frieiids tbe 
eGp^ ead bed alook off in the dark. We arrifed 
hamtB §hfmi bair-|ieet niM^ Tery tired, but haTing 
e^jojed the day'a nmnkm moat thoroogblj. 



LETTEB lY. 

(UvToa, Apffl IMi, lan. 

Mt dbab Mothb, 

Aftbb I bad flniebed writing my letters 
the other aftenMXXi, we had dinner in oar garden 
boon at the mooailery, at aeren o'clock, and then 
atarted ht the Temple of Fkak-taai, where a 
faali?al waa taking place in honour of the god 
F^ak-Taai, one of the moat popular deitiea in 
Chia^ Bat I moat tell yoa flrrt how easily the 
Chinese ssrranta manage tbeae impromptn jncnic 
dtnnstiL The oook and waiting-boys go orer to 
the monasiefy by boat, taking with them the 
p twf isi ons ^ and the atensila for cooking, also a 
table ciothand e?erythii>g nunssmry for the table. 
All is packed ap b a large bos, which is slang 
by ropes en a bamboo pole and carried on the 
ef a eoolie and the boy bekmging to 
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'tlie boat We dine jurt m if we were at home, 
hayiDg soups, entr&aa, etc. All is cooked in 
the queerest little kitchen imaginable at the 
monastery. A Chinese cook is noTer at fault, 
however long dinner is kept waiting. For in- 
stance, last night we were out Tery late, as the 
tide was against us, and we had a long distanoe 
to row back to Shameen. The dinner waa 
ordered for lialf-past seven, but we did not sit. 
doi%'n to it until nine o'clock. Yet the food waa 
an well cooked and as. hot as if we had not been 
unpanctuaL Had we returned at half-past seren 
we should have found dinner ready to be serred. 
When we arriTod at the Temple of Paak-taai it was 
past eight o'clock, and we found that the singular 
ceremony that we wished to see was nearly orer, 
so we left, making up our minds to return to the 
temple the following evening, which was the third 
and last night of the ceremony. At thia featiTal 
of Paak-taai the Ghinese take their larks (this is 
the favourite bird with the Chinese, and not only 
do very many possess them, but the gentry as 
well as poorer people pay large sums for them if 
they sing well), and suspend the cages firom 
bamboo, pole^, placed across the temple, about six 
feet from the ground. They leave tbeir birds fiom 
six to half-past seven v.u., three evenings in suc- 
cession, in this temple, to do honour, to P»ak-taaL 

D 
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Vflmm thej «• bitmgfat iiit the ctget am 
€OTwed with handlwroiiieAk On these being 
viihdmwiiy the biida bieek oot into a Tolnme of 
mmg, mkiMng, one would snppoee, the glare of 
light fioa hnndrede of kmpt, eoepended from the 
ipof of the temple, tot broad daylight ^Bird einge 
againal bird* trying to ailence each other, until 
the noiee is daifening. The Chineee lark is a 
hamlsome bird, larger than our English lark, and 
is eapable of being tanght to imitate Tarious 
;* it flaps its wings when it sings^ and it 

tinMs its song for long periods, bot the note 
is not so sweet as tbat of oor English lark. Not 
only is Paak-tasi supposed to be boooored by this 
ofatioa Irom the kirks, bot the owners of the 
birds eipeet blesiings from the god for their atten* 
lion to hifli. The temple was crowded by people 
of the poorer clsss, who seemed to thoroughly 
enjoy this ouooert of larks. There were some 
hundreds of these songsters suspended in their 
ocnaoMntal cages irom the poles. I am so much 
amused by the atreme care the Chinese men 
bestow upott their feathered finfouritea Ton 
will most with a sober4ooking man d r essed in a 
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beautifnl long silk ooat, holding in his open hand 
a cage in which yon maj see a lark or other pet 
bird. I concluded when I first met theee men 
that the birds, were for sale, but Henry mnch 
aroiuied me bj saying that it is a custom in 
Canton for the Chinese to take their birds out for 
change of air. An English lady told me the 
other day, that when her parrot was rery ill, her 
compradore adyised her to engage a bird coolie 
to take it to the White Cloud Moontains for 
change of air and scene. 

On Wednesday we heard that the procession 
in honour of Paak-taai would pass through the 
streets, so we went to a grass-doth shop, before 
which the procession was adyertised, by newe- 
yendors, to pass. We arriyed mnch too early at 
the shop, a fact one cannot help in China, for as a 
rule punctuality is unknown, and one must wait 
long for these ceremonies, or perhaps miss them 
altogether. We were inyited into the inner shop 
and werA refreshed by a cup of tea, the tea being 
handed first to Henry, aocording to true Chinese 
etiquette. On such occasions I sit quietly by, 
and can obsenre all so well from the Uat (humili- 
ating as it may be) that no one notices me^ all 
the attention being paid to my husband. He has 
argued seyeral times with Chinese gentlemen on 
the subject of equality between men and wom«n» 

d2 
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nd h«t poaited out to tbem tbe duty of giring 
lo wftn bcT ptvper positaoii. One with whom 
hm was ttmrmmg oo the mlgeoi did not attempt 
to ifgM the yciaif bot obeerjed qoietlj in 
eomfdmmm^ ^ ILib is m the ran, woman as the 
moon." Tbe earring is most beaatifnl in this 
shop^ some of it is gilded, some is left its natnral 
eokm; It is most ornamental and well exeooted. 
It fonm n kind of half screen at the end of the 
shop^ nBder whirii is the image of the god 
specially worshipped by the shopmen. A ledge 
is in front of the idol, on which pnper ilowen, 
lights, and jos^-etadn ars arranged. 

A lamp, for Jii«d of a floating wick placed in a 
glam rsceptade so^pended from tbe ceiling, bangs 
beCore this tntelary god, and is lighted momiog 
and night. Joss-sticks ars also bnmt before it 
twice daily. When it was annonnced that the 
piocemion was in sight we went into the outer 
shop^ and sat npon chairs placed for ns on a 
raised platform. The shop was barricaded with 
n ladder pvt aoross the openbg, to prerent the 
efowd pwhing mto it 

We were a sonroe of the greatest interest to all 
the mem in the street^ and also to the women and 
childrsn, whe wen sitting in the shops opposite. 
The latter had come b from the eoontry to see 
the 
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The men forming tbe prooenion itself oon- 
stantlj turned to stare at ns, and laughed at 
and nodded to n& 

The dark, handsome beard of an English 
friend who accompanied ns, attracted much at* 
tention. Only the aged are allowed to wear 
beards in China, and one sees none but short- 
pointed white beards on these old men's faces. 
You must picture us in a street as narrow as 
an alley in Londoo, a crowd thickly packed, 
perhaps three deep on each side of the street, 
aod a narrow passage in the middle only just 
sufficiently large enough to let the procession 
squeeze through. We literally sat in the street : 
as there are no steps leading into a shop^ yoa 
enter it direct from the street. 

There is the most manrellous economy of space 
practised in this city, aod from the roof of one of 
its high pawn towers you cannot peroeiTO a Weak, 
. I no streets : the roofs of the houses seem to touch 

V each other. Etou in the narrow streets there 

are stalls in all available nooks and comers, and 
it is difficult for our chairs to get along. It 
requires a good deal of management, and a great 
deal of noise on the part of the chair oooliei^ 
when two chairs meet and haye to pass each other. 
To return from this digression : the procession was 
immensely long, and oocupiedone hour in passing 
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kjtk^ihopiBwkidiva were tented. Fintthere 
BtB beeraig laige knternii Ftek-tui*e 
nd titles puated on them ; tbea followed 
with bMUien aloft* embioidered 
nd edged with deefs many-eolooied 
fii^gei^ MM erenti in PMdi-tMrs life fMrmiiig 
the eobjeet of the embioideiy. 

We eew eleo loog» low, double beiiiiei% oooiieoted 
by beai ef wood, mpported bj meD wbo^ welking 
tkes, were hiddifii fram new. Theee 
liMnBttri with little fignree dieeeed in 
TMiowe enehneeii repreeenting eoenee in Peek- 
taefe hietory. Theee donUe bennere were in 
^eied. Tbej were wonderfully onu^ 
with kingfiahe/e feetbere laid on gilt, 
and whidi, to an nnpnctieed eye, resembled 
enaael work. Then oame men bearing red 
lioavds with many titles on them, also insignia of 
nrleslisi tank, which hare been conferred on 
Fsak-taai by the preeent and past emperors. 
The procession was, as yon may say, diyided into 
gronps by these Tarions banners^ ornamental 
polca and long banners giren by different 
to Fsak-laaL Attendants aocompanied 
pssssd in white, or in brightKxJonrsd 
aOk iwbsB. Theee men, eome of iHiom are men 
ef pesitfam, folmiteer fiortthe hoooar of walking 
in tke fsdls pronsssinn, In eadi dinsion of the 
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prooe8sion there were children, some Terj youngs 
perhaps four or fire jean of age onl j, who rode 
on the qaeer little Chinese ponies. These boys 
and girls (the ktter sit astride like boys) were 
dressed fantastically to represent heroes and 
heroines in Paak-taai's time. Poor little things, 
they had started at six o'clock A.1L, and it was 
past noon when we saw them. One rery small 
hero had saccnmbed and was in the arms of an 
attendant £ftst asleep, his pony riderless. Some^ 
in fiMSt many of the children, belong to the 
gentry, and haye attendants supporting them on 
each side of the pony, who feed them ocmstantly 
with biscuits and sweets. One little boy much 
amused us, and also the crowd about us. He 
carried a large representation of a fitbulous 
monster in his arms. On his face he wore a 
large besord, and had a helmet on his head with 
long feathers. As he passed us, he puffed out 
his little cheeks, and put his arms akimbo^ 
preserring the utmost graTity of &ce. He was 
reoeiTed with shouts of laughter by the people. I 
should think fifty of these boys and gjrls passed 
us. One little one was suspended in the air, to 
represent an angel Two passed, carried along on 
a little platform, and were acting a part; in a 
third erection, borne on the shoulders of some 
men, a boy was lying on his back and a little girl 
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VM — ypwt ad on hit upimiiad foot I havo 
k a gfM t m to mj thsi at an interral of OTery ten 
■tastos a band of KHxdlod mwio bioke the 
•lillnew of the aeene. Booh mnaio it was I 
In MM caees the instninieDls wen played hj 
little boja dieted in beaatiftill j embroidefed long 
coats ; in sosm^ men played wind instruments; in 
Othello a deafening, most nnmnsioal sound was 
made by men striking goog% whioh were carried 
along on a species of track sloog on poles. 

Those were followed by men with most noisy 
instraflBenti^ which they played by striking them 
together; others played on screeching pipes, 
and horns. Certainly the Chinese are lovers of 
noisy mnsic. Etery now and again the proce»- 
sioa was broken by little portable tables, bearing 
sweetmeat^ tea, and other refreshments, which, 
apon the caTslcade halting for a mioote or so, 
were serred ont to the members of the procession. 
I saw many delicacies popped into the moatlis 
of the little heroes and lieroines as they passed by. 
PiTilions decorated with flgnres inlaid with king- 
tshet^s feathera, contained predoos stones, beaiiti* 
fid fasss in jadestone, or old bronaes in charming 
fafm% which were lent by the gentry to do honour 
lo Fsak-taaTs piocemian. Ton woold have hem 
had yon ssen the lat men who graced the 
dad in brilliant yellow silk. The npper 
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part of the garment is worn OTer one ahoolder only, 
the other sboolder is unadorned. At last came 
three large carved black wood parilions^ the first 
and seoond containing small idols of Paak-taaTs 
father and mother. The third payilion was pre- 
ceded by musicians, and bj citisens of respecta- 
bility, wearing long coats of silk with squares 
of embroidery on the chest and shoulders. This 
pavilion contained the idol of Paak-Uai, and, as 
it advanced, tlie people chin-chinned it, that 
is to say, they put their hands together in the 
attitude of prayer and bowed again and again 
towards the image. No greater act of idolatry 
than this could be witnessed. The shopkeepers 
show their devotion to the idol by raising their 
o£feriugs from the small altars erected for the 
occasion in the doorways of their shops, and 
presenting them to the idol. Sometimes they 
pour out libations as the image passes by. In all 
Chinese temples there is a second idol of the 
presiding god made in a small portable siae, to 
be used on these festive occasions. Immediately 
the procession had passed, a great number of fire- 
crackers were let off to frighten away all evil 
spirits from the neighbourhood. The orowd* who 
had been most good-natured all the while, and 
had only occasionally broken in upon the pfo* 
cession, now began to disperse. Tlie p<^ioe. had 
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OTrilflhM adb cf ratten ia thflir bands ; tliejwere 
aloolDB|^a« and rmry shabby. Their hali^ which 
am k this sh^;is^ bate rsd sflk fringes banging 
tha pointed aimms, Wa waited nntil the 




wars dear of the erowdt and then went 
iate several shops te see the indmtries. The 
floar mills were most interesting to me. The 
old donble millstceiet jdaoed one aboTo the other 
are need, and they are kept in motion by oxen. 
Thaie osea are blindfolded to prevent them saffer> 
inf from giddinees. We then went on by boat to 
Honamteeee the fine Ooean Banner Uonastery. It 
is the best preserved and most interesting Baddhist 
HMmastery in the city. Henry was most warmly 
walcomsd by the monksi and we were invited to 
have aenpof tea with them. Henry knows every 
aosner of the monastery, and at one time stndied 
in one ef the rooam^ whieh was given np to him 
iv his MS by the monks. I mast attempt a 
fiwhle description of this finemonastefy. It, like 
aD elhsn^ haa a krge shrine with idols of the thrse 
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Buddhasy colossal in site, in a aittiiig position. 
They are carred in wood and gilded ; down the 
side of the shrine are sixteen idols, repfesenting 
the mo«t distinguished disciples of Buddha, each 
haying an incense jar before it Chains hang 
from the roof supporting lights, which are always 
burning before the three Buddhas. Three large 
altars stand before them, which are richly carred 
and gilded, and on them are placed inuneoae 
jars made in sine, some holding artificial flowen, 
others incense. Another shrine^ under a separate 
roof, contains a relic of Buddha, OTcr which is 
placed a magnificent dagoba of scultpured marble. 
A third shrine contains a large idol of Koon- 
Yam, the goddess of mercy. We were present st 
the evening prayers. The monks, both here and in 
the other monasteries in Canton, show their great 
respect for Henry by allowing him to stand 
inside the shrines at the hour of sendee. The 
same privilege was extended to me, and so I had 
an opportunity, which I otherwise should not hare 
had, of narrowly observing the ritual and oero- 
menials of the Buddhists* evensong. No Chinese 
are admitted ; they stand outside and watch the 
service through the open gates of the shrinsw 
There were about thirty priests present, .wearing 
grey cotton cowls; and long yellow sqoarss id 
silk made in many pieces to represent the robe of 




-^ 



41 lUUWgM MOUTHS IN GAVTOK. 

pi t wtj ; were won ofor tlieir •booldera. By the 
llgkl vi the kiD pe thie robe looks Terj eeoerdoCal ; 
Mid tho AmfBik heede of the prieeti^ together mith 
thiir defolioBd mieo aod atdtade of |»ajer, make 
tkoi weahle monks of Catholio ooantries. Two 
of the mooks oolj stood st the altsr before the 
tewre Baddha (the present Buddha is oonsidered 
torn saersd to offer him worship excepting Ihroogh 
m mediator) ; one of these priests beat a tom-tom 
is i^^nlata the chanting, the other stmck a con* 
go^gi Many of the priests knelt at each 
of the shrine arranged before the idoli of 
tke diedples of Buddha, who are worshipped as 
intaresssQnL The monks at given times per- 
farmed the kan-tan, • that is, they bent their 
fateheads to the groond, and joined their hands, 
tmming the palms opwards as their heads rose 
ftwm the floor. This kaa-tan was perfonn«d by 
all the monks simoltaneonsly, with perfect 
grsvity and solemnity. The dianting, which was 
esedacted in different key% lasted abont half 
tm hoar. Then the offiriating monk walked 
slosily to the front of the altar, bnt making a 
ai%hldAoar, as no one is considered holy eooogh 
is approaoh direct erea to the fntnre Boddba. 
B# now took a small hronae oop in his hand 
irfsh nee in it, alerated it three times, then 
■alkeii baokwards to. his kne#ling«at in the 
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centre, at some distance from the altar» proetrated 
liimseU^ passed his hand over the Tessel as if in 
the act of consecrating the * rice, and on rising 
placed it on a small table outside the shrine for 
the birds of the air. We were standing imme- 
diatelj behind him, and could see most cleari/ 
all he did. We then returned to a bench where 
we had sat during the chanting, aiid witnessed 
the procession of monks patib three times round 
the shrine. They walked with hands jobed in 
the attitude of prayer, eyes cast down, and in 
single file, repeating in plain-chant ^ O-mi-to-faty* 
the name of the future Buddha, or mediator. 
Immediately before the procession startedt the 
officiating monk had performed the kau^tau to 
the other priests, and all turning to the north, 
had prostrated themseWes^ and worshijq^wd 
heaTen. This service takes place daily, in the 
morning and cTeniog. The greatest decorum 
and roTerence had been obserred by the monka. 
Each priest had his place assigned to him ; he knelt 
on the floor, his body upright, and his hands placed 
togiBther* The language used in the serrice ia 
the Pali, and many of the monks only leani the 
senrioe by rote, not understanding a word of it. 
We went afterwards to see a large prirata houaa 
belonging to one of the richest and first familiea 
in Canton, of the. name of "Kg; We met tlia 
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hmA of tko fiudlj in the gmiden ; lie tprmng 
fcmid, wlftM Im »w Eearjf ezelaiming, ^Ij^ 
JM ecMM btd[ from EDgknd, mj heart too 
■■chaa lakee no yoo." Ho took ns into his 
prifolo foon% nnd to the room of moaming, 
vfefo thoro wot m piotnio of hk wifo^ who had 
4iod thioo or kmt months befiire. An altar 
«no ana^;od in front of in The walls of the 
room wers hnng with banners of doth, red and 
pvplo in eciomr^ on whieh were large eharacters 
iiyieming sympathy to the bereaTod. This 
Chinese gentleman had OTidently lo?ed his wife, 
and often said to Henry, who had known her, 
*0h, my mile ha^e die, my wife hare die, my 
heart too mnehee sorry." He had had only one 
wiii^ and mys he doee not mean to marry again. 
Hs showed os with mnoh pride his priTate 
sitting-room^ famished in the Eoropeaa style. 
Tests f day we had a wonderfbl day's sightseeing. 
Henry's old ooUegs friend still being with n% 
there ie even an extra indooement to go abont 
the city. Assongst the temples we Tisited was 
whirh was a shrine for diseonsnlate 
Those who hare bad husbands take 
of paper ent ont in the form of men 
stiek them on to the altar, praying that 
the foddem nmy giro thsm bedc the kfe of 
tksir hnshsniis ; sowstimm .'yon see the ssmOI 





FOUBTEEM MONTHS IK CAinOK. 47 

effigies with the feet uppermost, metoing that 
the heart is in the wrong pkce and requires 
turning. Women who hare children prone to 
take dirieasesy or who are tronbleeome, take paper 
effigies of them with the names of the children 
written on them. These papers are not more 
than fire of six inches in length, and they are 
placed with the heads of the effigies hanging down, 
the mothers thus asking the goddess, who is 
supposed to haTe the power, to more the hearts of 
the children into the right position, so that thej 
may become fortunate or good. The same is the 
case with female shtres who hare unkind mis- 
tresses. We saw tlie Temple of the Goddess of 
Women and Children, and paid a second yisit to 
the large Five Hundred Disciples' Temple^ where 
we were regaled with tea and sweetmeats by the 
monks. The abbot died a few days ago^ so the 
monk who receired us, being in deep mourning, 
did not sit down with us, but deputed a friend to 
do tho honours. Two of the young priests^ who 
were puidls of tlie lately departed abbot, wore as 
a sign of mourning white dresses with white bands 
round their waists. We saw the ooffinof the 
abbot with a light burning under it, to induce 
one of the three souls (which erery man is 
supposed to possess) to remain with the body* 
We returned home rery tired with our day'e 
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rigfctwwJBg, bat with oieiiioriM fiiU of all the 
iaHm^tfdmg ngkts we bid teen, and I was eager to 
(9 iaiD the ntj again to eootfame ay eiploratkm 
cTit 



LETTER V. 

OAvm, Afffl tSad» 1977. 

Ht dsae Mothsr, 

Ths day after I teiii my letter to you, we 
aade ap oar nuada to devote the whole afternoon 
to TMtiag the diaritable faistitatious of the city, 
Tis^ the Retreat for Poor Old Women, a timiLir 
Retraat fcr Old Men, the Blind Asylum, and the 
Fotudliag HoqpitaL In the RetreaU for Aged 
Men and Woumhi, each penon is giren a small 

to lire inland these booses are bnilt in long 
The pittanee these poor people reoeiTe 
frooi Oorenunent is rery small, and as soon as 
they see a stranger they hold ont their baskets, 
eallinK ont "knmshaw, knmshaw.**. No one 
is snpposed to reside in these alms-booses who 
aa nader sixty years of age; hot, as relations 
and friends of the old people And it oooTenient 
to pay them long visits, we saw numbers of 
yonnf woien and ehiUrsn living in these ohari* 
iaUainsKttkma, Sefeial of the old people were 

ei|^ years of age. I was mneh stmek 
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with one room we Tinted; its ooooptni was rerj 
aged, and in a oomer, expoaed to riew, tlieze 
was a coffin ready for the old man. I( had evi- 
dently been a birthday gift * to him from some 
relation, and it made his mind easy to know 
that he would not be wanting this mnch-priaed 
corering when he died. The Chinese consider 
that one of the three souls animating a human 
body accompanies it to the grare, and is made 
happy when the body which it inhabited is en- 
closed in a coffin. 

In the Asylum for Old Women we met with 
many small-footed women, and Henry was deter* 
mined I should see one of these poor deformed 
ftet unbandaged* An old woman, who heard 
VfhsLi we required, said she would, if we gave her 
a kumsbaw, take us to a house where a young 
woman, who had unusually small feet, was on a 
visit to its aged inmate. When we arrived at 
the door, we were surrounded by a crowd of old 
women. They knocked at the door and desired 
the young woman to speak to us. When she was 
told our errand, she looked very shy, and said 
that she could not unbandage her foot We 
showed her a five-cent piece, and she then con- 
sented to let ** Nai-nai ** go with her into her room, 

* It b not nnotaal fcr Chiptw lo prwtut ibdt Sfsd pMsnls 
md tfed reUtioM witk ooant m biitlidAj gUla. 




50 fWJl T EMi MOXTHB IX CA2m>K. 



to let •• tea bar loot Bat onr friend, who 
seek witbed eleo to eee il» attempted to aooom- 
ftmj SM^ mptm wUeh the yoimg women refused 
to iiMOfe tke beodegee. So we were obliged to 
leete the booea. In tbe meentime the old women 
bed pleoed a form for ne outside tbe door, and 
tbsy wero most eoergetie in tbeir endeafoara to 
ysieeeJu tbe yonng woman to comply with oar 
reqaest. In order to Oferoome ber scraples, 
B/mrj told ber that be and oor friend were botb 
eld men, be with bis white hair, and bis friend 
wtaring a long beard* They meant no barm, he 
added. Tbe old women osed these argoments 
seeoodband with great Teheroenoe. At la«t a 
erring of one hundred cash, in Tslue about fire 
pmee, was added to tbe 6rst offer, and it was all 
pet into tbe hand of tbe young woman. This 
lempUtaoo prored too strong for her to resist 
any longer, and she sat down upon the bench, re- 
mofed ber tiny embroidered shoe, and unrolled the 
hsndiy. This bandage takes the place of a 
eloekiag with all Chineee women who hare con- 
tncted feet, and in the case of ladies it is made 
Ui htigbt^oloared wide ribbuo. Tbe maim^^d 
fool was a sad sight, utterly deformed. The toes 
wwre cfwsbed under tbe sole of tbe foot, reaching 
to tbe nader part of tbe big toe. They mere sore 
slagbdy bleeding, and tbe sole of tbe foot 
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upon which they were crushed was also raw. The 
toes (excepting the large toe) were not risible on 
the front of the foot The heel was so much 
sqaeezed that it was square in shape, and ended 
in a hard ridge of flesh. I saw a deep dirision 
between it and the sole. The crushed feet sel- 
dom heal, and from the young woman's manner 
I am sure it hurt her much when she touched 
her foot -Yet the bandage must be remored 
daily in order to wash the foot, else it would 
become most oflfensire. Nothing I hare read or 
heard of the compression of the feet of Chinese 
females, made me fully realise how sad the 
custom is, until I saw this young woman's foot 

The bandaging does not commence until the 
little girl is four or fire years of age. The feet 
are then bound with a strip of calico. This 
is tightened by degrees until, after some years' 
suffering, the poor feet are crushed into the desired 
shape. It is rery distressing, they say, to hear 
the screams of a little child when the bandages 
are being remored, or when they are being drawn 
tighter. The ankle becomes a straight bone, 
and the leg loses all shape, and resembles a 
stilt A Chinese lady looks elegant until she 
mores, when she loses all grace to our eyes (not, 
though, to the Chinese, who consider the gait of a 
small-footed woman most elegant), as she hobbles 

B 2 
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abo«l» tapportiBg henelf on the arm of her 



Vnm tkk BaAigo lor Old Women we went on 
to the Fonadling Hoe|iiUl, wherea moot tad tpec- 
toele peeated iteelf to onr eyea. Thia building 
ia wrj dark and dreary, and tlie little onea told a 
and tale of ne^eet with their atarred, pinched fiuwat 
Many of than looked like little •hrirelledHip 
■ nnhey a . Theaa poor nnfortnnate in&nts are all 
giili, aent to the aaylam by fiuheri diatppotnted 
of their hope of baring tonai and not caring for 
the eipante and trooble of bringbg up thete 
poor, nneared4br lemale children. The little 
thingi are parted from their mothen often when 
only a few bonrs old, and in this hoepital aa many 
aa three are often giren to one woman to be 
Booriehed by her. The greater nomber eoon die, 
and one moat look upon them aa the more foi^ 
tnnato children, aa thoae who live are eold for 
alavei, or are brooght np to a life worn than 
alaTrry. I saw one little baby, perhape a month 
old, whirh had a fearftil congh, like an old man*a 
aathwati^ con^ The woman to wboee care it 
waa cBtraited aaid it waa an nnibrtnnato little 
thing, and from her manner yon conld »ee she 
ooaaidarad that it waa not worth notice, being under 
the diipleaenre of the god% and ao doomed to die 
early, fiabiaa are eonaidarad nnlncky when they 
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die youDgy and are buried without farm or oer^ 
mony ; in fact, sometimes they are wrapped up in 
matting and thrown into the rirer. From all 
aocoants it seems to be too tme that the oo^ 
tom of killing female children is still practised, 
particalarly in those districts occupied by the 
Hakkas. 

The other day, when we had oar loncheon at 
the farmhoose in a ralley beyond the White 
Cload Mountains^ we noticed that all the children, 
and there were many ronnd ns^ were boys, and 
we asked each other the question. Where are the 
female children ? This village I speak of is in- 
habited by Hakkas. E?ery now and then a kind 
of mission, under the auspices of the Chinese 
literati, is preached against infanticide. In the 
heart of the city there is a square called Pi-ai-ting, 
and in this square sermons are preached daily on 
this and other subjects. When we were in it a 
few days since, we saw a large illustrated paper 
posted against the walL . There were about eight 
pictures representing a wicked woman guilty of 
infanticide. In one illustration the attendant 
was preparing a wiue bath in which to drown the 
female child, the mother being present In the 
second the mother was dropping her ohUd into 
this bath. In others the mother appeared befoia 
the god of Hades to be punished^ and the last 
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nfnmn UAUm tbowied yon a terpenti with a 
htikffB head, ring to deroar tbe guilty womaiL 

We fMnd the Afjlnm fcr tbe Blind a Mdly 
Mglectcd plaoe^ and tlie charitj much abued. 
We wero atniek bjobeernng that a large number 
of tbe inmatea bad tbe foil ate of tbeir eyesigbt, 
and on ioquiij we fbaid tbete were friends and 
idatiooa of tbe blind, wbo lire witb them and 
Amn tbe pioAti gained by begging. Tbe Uind 
ara not well eared lor, as they are supposed to be 
mdcr tbe displeasnre of tbe gods» or sa£fering 
frooi sins eommitted in another stage of existenoe. 
And now, having seen all we had planned to see, 
we retuiued boni€« 

On Friday last we made rather a perilous ex- 
eanioo down the rirer as &r as the Lin-Fi-Shan 
Figoda, which is about twenty-fonr miles from 
Canton. Knowing that we had a long day's work 
bsCore ns^ westarted from home at half-past six A.1L 
Aslipperboatwasinrsadinesstotakens. Aslhare 
not told yon what tbsee boats ate like, I will try to 
do so now. They are in tbe exaet form of a slip- 
per, and tbe passangsis sit as it were on the instep 
mdsr the mat earering by whioh this part of the 
boat is snelossdi Three men stand in the heel, 
as it w«% of tbe dipper, a fourth sits down and 
in prapsUing one of tbe oars. They oan 
these boats ?sry qeiokly tbrongb the water. 
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Henrjy our frieiid, myself and our old oodlie, sat 
Dpon the floor of the boet» and I found in tbisi 
mj second experienoe of a slipper boati the 
position Tery cramped, the morement of the 
boat rolling, pmdacing in me a feeling of sea- 
sickness, and I felt altogether uneasy in it We 
passed Whampoa, which was about halfway to the 
place of our destination^ and as I went along 
I was much interested in all the rirer craft 
and in the sights along the banks of the rirer. 
When we were within an hour of our journey's end, 
the riyer became rery rough, and I felt thoroughly 
sea-sick, nervous, and miserable. We landed 
about one o'clock and found ourselres at some 
considerable distance from the pagoda, with a 
good hill to climb between it and ourselves. We 
first had to walk in single file along a narrow, 
muddy path between some large ponds, then to 
climb by a small waterfall over some very rough 
ground. After this, we had to find our way 
between some patches of cultivated land, and a 
hillside covered with small mounds, which I 
discovered were tombs. A burial-plaoe in the 
south of China is never surrounded by walls, 
and graves are placed in all directions upon 
the sides of hills. There were a few granite 
tombs, but the far larger number were merely 
little hillocks of earth. We arrived at the nine 
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itoried ptgoda at ktt, and ionmediately began 
iti aaeeiit Tliit pagoda ia rarj ancien^ and 
the alooe aUirvaia Tarj aiiidi broken ; bot, with 
p e iiS f eta nce^ we monnled eight of ita atoreyt. 
We ImumI that the niatk atorey waa blocked 
ap ia co nae qa e BCj e of Ha dilapidated state. 
The Tiew beoaoM mora and mofe eiteiisi?e and 
aMio beantifol aa we moaoted higher aiid higher. 
The wind waa Tory high, too mooh ao for my 
eoailbrt. I wanted both hands to help me to 
aoamUe np the broken ataireaae, the stones 
giriag way, and rattling down as we tried to 
stand npon them; bat the mind waa so strong, 
mptdallj when wt- came to the openings in the 
wall, that I was oUiged to hold on my hat, which 
oeeaaiooally lifted itself from my head in a very 
saspieioQS numner. The pagoda is made of brick 
and is abont flfe hundred years okL The deaoant 
waa Tory tirraome^ and I sometimes required the 
assiitsnna of my two oompankma. 

On leanag the pagoda we went into the City 
of Rafog^, whieh is elose by. It it merely a large 
qpaea shat in by a thick wall, haTinga path along 
the top of it This place is intended for, and haa 
been nsad as^ a place of refoge for women aitd 
rhildrsn of the ndghbooring Tillages^ when al* 
lacked by piralaa or other enemiea. The cattle 
aaa then drifon np hers^ and the plaoe ia defended 
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by the men belonging to the Tillages attacked. We 
afterwards went to see some Terj es^tensire carems 
abont a mile from this walled endosore. They 
are said to be natural oaTemSy bat Henry looks 
upon them as artifioially made» probably by the 
Bnddhist monks as places for solitude and ab» 
straotion. He has seen similar, but incomparably 
fineri caTems in India. The ferns growing around 
and orer the caverns we were visiting were 
lovely, and some of the fronds were of gigantio 
size. After we had enjoyed a three hours' 
ramble on shore we returned to our slipper boat 
and commenced our homeward journey. The 
wind was now in our favour, so the boatmen 
hoisted a sail, and rested a little time from their 
labours. We made slow progress^ however, and 
it was long before we came to another object 
of interest, the Temple of Hung-Sing*Wong, the 
god of the Southern Ocean. 

It is a very fine large temple, and is the only 
State temple of this god. Many emperors of China, 
on ascending the throne, have sent ambassadors 
from Pekin to this temple to offer w<vship in their 
names to this idol, and this at a consideraUa 
cost. The prayers offered on these occasions hare 
been engraved on black marble slabs, which hare 
been jilaced in the corridor enclosing the large 
quadrangle. 
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TiMre ii a black idol in this lample, much 
tkcNiglit of and mooh wonhipped. No one can 
aay what peraoiiage H is intended to repreeent; 
eiNBe think it is in m&morj of a Boddhist misskm- 
arj from India ; otbeiSi b meuKMy of a Uack sailor 
who was fast on shore al this spot The Boddhist 
aissiooarj is said to hate died snddenly in an np- 
tif^t positaon while standing at the gate of the 
ImpKand the Chinese therefore consider that he 
was translated withont dying to Eljsinm. The 
cowntry is Tory pretty in the neighbourhood of 
this teanple, and from a small hill dose to it| called 
Polo-shan, we mw a most lorely sunset 

On taking onr seats again in our small boat, we 
hoisted sail, and made our way sbwly through 
the darknessi which now set in, to Whampoa, 
We did not reach this place until a quarter to 
nine pjl After waiting half an hour there for 
Henry, who had some arrangements to make about 
the Sunday erening senricesy we started for home. 
We were Ceeling Tory tired by this time, and 
our friend kindly volunteered to sing to us. 
After listening to sereral songs I became drowsy, 
and was obliged to confcm, on cross-ezaminatioo, 
that I had not heard some half doaen of them. 
It was now lightning and thundering, but there 
bright spots in the sky between the heaTy 
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Saddenly the whole heayens became OTercast 
with a blackness that one could feel. As our 
friend was in the middle of a song> I did not 
like to intemipt him by drawing attention to 
the sudden alarming change in the sky. But in 
a few seconds, before the song had oome to sn 
end, the squall was upon us. The first burst of 
it was tremendous, and the boatmen were alarmed 
and began to talk in a loud and high key. For- 
tunately our sail was down, though the little mast 
was still up. One of the boatmen climbed like a 
monkey over the top of the boat to take it down ; tlie 
others took a long bamboo pole out of the boat, 
and most fortunately were able to drire it into 
the ground, and so tie our boat to it. The rush 
of wind was fearful, and it seemed to me that our 
boat must be capsixed by it. It shook it as a cat 
shakes a rat she has between her teeth. Then 
down came a tremendous rain such as you can 
only haye in the tropics ; this was accompanied 
by most Tiyid lightning and heaTj thunder. 
The boatmen drew a coToring over their heads, 
and made things as water-tight as possible^ but a 
great deal of wet leaked in upon us. I was terrified 
when the storm of wind burst, for I had never expe- 
rienced such a sodden squall before. We remained 
at anchor for nearly an hour, and as the storm 
was then over, we pursued our weary way, making 
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dam ptogieMb ^ our boa t m en w«r» now worn out 
witk their long dej's woriL We were abooi half* 
wmj from Wbempoe to Oenton when the itorm 
wipriied oi^ ao we had m milea or more to poll 
tefera we could raarh onr deatination. I thought 
the men moat giro in and fall aaleepv they were ao I 

At a iiiot'a pace we crawled on throngh 
r-ending mnd-banki^ and at length, at taar 
o'clock AJLf arriTed at our landing^Uge. I 
wonder if the tortoiae felt at tired when be reached 
the goal at we did when we landed at Shameen. 

Seren long honia had elapaed ttnce we left 
Whampoa. All onr aenranU came out on the 
bnnd to meet nti and inquired *^Allo men 
well?* I aaked onr compradore what they 
■Meat, and he taid, ** We alio fear, Terj big windt 
loo mnchee (ear that largee wind bare broke that 
boat, and alio men bare die.** 

The boat-people abont Shameen had been 
mncb terrified Irf the aqnall, Mik raid, and bad 
called npon their goda to aare them. Thb ia a 
traacherooa riTer with tctj ttroog onrreota^ and 
at thia time of year, etpeoially, the tidea are 
very high. The following dtfy Henry called npon 
the captain cf n ateamer anchored oppoeite onr 
and alao went on board a gnnboat The 
cf both ftmtlt aaid that it had bean a 
haary galcb and were anrpriaed to li 
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we bad been oat in it Proridentialljr we 
happened to be at the aide of the riTer, and in 
ahallow water, wben the sqnall bant apon oa; 
bad we been in the centre of the lirer our 
boat moat have been capeiaed. 



LETTEB VL 

GAino!r» April Mh, ISTT* 

Mt deab Motheb, 

I HATE been yery fortunate since I last 
wrote to yoOy in being able to see a funereal cere- 
mony in ooe of the hooees belonging to a Chinese 
gentleman. He is a friend of Henry's, and as we 
saw the usual emblems of mourning at the door of 
the houfe, Henry took me in, glad of the oppor* 
tunity of showing me the ceremony, which he 
knew would then be going on. We entered 
a large hall, at the end of which stood the 
co£Bn of the deceased, who proved to be an aont 
of the master of the house. In front of it an 
altar had been placed, on which offerings of 
various kinds, candles,^ and incense burners were 
arranged. A large coloured portrait of the 
deceased lady hung on the wall behind. By 
the side of the altar life-siae figures made in 
paper, representing attendants, were placed i 
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paper f B p r B T pf i ttttfffiff^ such at sedao 
of ofdinary no, Uam, dieowt, and boxoB, 
plaeed about tbe hall, ready to be burnt 
aa oAermga. Theea enpentitioiis people beliere 
tkal by the aetaon of fire tbe spirit of the 
thing lept ae nt ad paMea into Eljraium, and is 
ttaa at the aenriee of the tool of tbe deoeaaed. 
Uany eokmed banners pr«aented bj friends of 
tha faMfly, mntaining words eomplimentarj to 
tha dactaaad, eofared tbe walls. A pretty 
jonng lady now eamo forward from tbe interior 
«f the howse, dressed in plain cotton mooming 
garments, The Chinese etiquette is most strict 
€m this pointi no silk garments and no rooge 
(which ordinarily is worn to tbe greatest degree 
by the ladies) is allowed daring tbe preacribed 
period of mooming. The yoang lady was a 
dMghter4n-law of the deceased It is diflScult 
to eosTey to yoor mind tbe number of people 
in a Chineae gentleman's bouse ; a whole 
lifea tog et he r , eaeh male member of tbe 
briagiag hia bride hoaM to bis ancestral 
The yonag lady and her sister, who had 
jainad her both smsll4boted women — now put 
ea white sackdolh doaks and hoods, tbe latter 
eeaiplelsly e o fe i i ng their laees, and began, after 
thasaaalTes^ to wail the dead. It was 
sight te see these two^ who had up to 
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the moment of covering themBelres with the 
mourning doaksy laughed and chatted with one 
another, suddenly throw themaelves on the ground 
and howl and moan, their heads swaying about to 
the cadence of their wailing. One felt the whole 
scene was unreal, merely a necessary piece of 
ceremoniaL The husband of the young lady who 
first came in, a fine young man also dressed in 
white, with a pipe in his mouth, walked up and 
down, and acted as master of tlie ceremonies. 
After the two ladies had wailed piteously to all 
appearance for five minutes, the young man gave 
the signal for them to cease. They rose imme* 
d lately and at once took oS* their mourning outer 
garb. We went into a yery pretty, quaint garden 
at the back of the house, in which was the in- 
variable pond with a bridge over it We now 
left the house and went on to the temple, 
called by the COunese, ^'Ten Thousand Years 
Palace,** but known to Europeans by the name of 
the Emperor*s Temple. 

. We passed through a massive granite arch, and 
paw the lofty roof of the temple covered with 
yellow tiles, which denotes that it is a State 
endowment We then went through two cour^ 
yards into a quadrangle enclosed by oloisten. Im- 
mediately opposite the large entrance gates stands 
the great shrine, containing the tablet of tha 
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In the eentfd of tbe payed pathwajr, 
alto €S the ttepe leading immediately to 
tke ihriM^ I mw two or three flgnrea of dragoni^ 
a l e p wee ota tioo of the eon eograred on the 
paveoieDt No peraoot it is aoppoaed, will 
h& aacfffl^gioni enough to tiead on these tacred 
maMnm, aad thereCww no one will dare to walk 
atiaigfat towarda the throne of m\ytty, on which 
Ae imperial tablet reata. The ahrioe ia enoloted 
ky rBd-etained wallti and the roof ia corered 
hj jcDow talea. On entering the ehrine we saw a 
iacmmile of the dmgon throne at Pekin. It ia 
SMal elaborately earred and gilded, and is ap- 
peoaehed bj nine stepa. The imperial tablet is in 
iwd, on whieh in letters of gold is the foUowing in* 
neription, ** May the Emperor reign ten thousand 
jaan^ ten thonaand limea ten thonsand years.** An 
altar atanda in front of the throne, on each side of 
w^ieh are arranged the insignia of royalty. At 
the end of the seoond qnadrangle of this temple 
nianda a shrine similar to the one we had jost 
Ml, whieh is erected in hononr of the empress. 
In it is a tablet bearing this inscription, * May 
the Bm p em life one thonsand yean^ one thon« 
aand timea one thonsand years»* AJl the man* 
darias^ both cML and aulitaiy, wonhip in this 
tsi^ln on the frst day of the year, and on the 
birthdaya ef the am p e w r and empress, Here 
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they prostrate themselTes and weep when an 
emperor or empren dies. All ofiBcials who may 
haye occasion to pass this temple must alight 
from their horses, or sedan chaiiSy and walk past 
its gates as a mark of reyerenoe to their imperial 
majesties. 

I was mnch amused at seeing innnmerable 
cakes of white wax which were lying on the floor 
of the second shrine ; some hundreds of these 
cakes looking like white cheeses were there. It is 
a costly gift annually presented by the wax mer- 
chants of Canton to the emperor. One hundred 
and ten piculs constitute the quantity, and each 
pioul was, Henry says, in 1873, worth eighty doUars. 
This insect wax comes from the proyinoe of 
Szeohuen, but when it arrires at Canton it is not 
quite white. Therefore the cakes are broken up 
into little pieces^ placed in sieyes^ standing on 
white metal yessels. They are placed in caldrons* 
of boiling water, and the pieces of wax as they 
melt fall through the sieyes into these yessels. 
When congealed, the wax is made into cakes and 
exposed to the sun. It certainly was danlingly 
white when we saw it ready for packing. 

On our way to this temple we yisited a large 
hall belonging to the Tea Onild.* In its garden, 
which I found most interesting; is the original 
* Th«Qsildof|hsGffMBTialIinhtala 
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qmuiH bridge Asd wotrnmy, ham wkieb the wiDov 
pettarm (or rather thet pert of it wUdi ie not 
Mnhokgrnl) WM tekeo. The tnith wa% thet a 
jong ledy eloped with a Migbbovr fiooi that 
gaidea. The esgiy lalher aad gardeoer ate 
l e pi ee eat ed ia the wflhm pettem oa thii bridge 
pateaing the raaaway ooaplew No diiaeee etory, 
hoa e i ert woald be eooeidered iatereetiiK without 
a deeh of the narreUoni^ and tbeidbre thej pio> 
eccd to mj that, ae the eagnr father was ia the 
act of oatebing the nmaway eooplet the godde« 
of aMfriege iaterpoeed, and metamoqihoeed them 
into a pair of tartle doTea. Thie epiaode, Hcnrj 
»7% ie a fiiTOorile Mbject on the Chineee stage. I 
very Bineh admired the carious small gateways 
and windows I saw ia this garden ; some were in 
the form of lesTes and othen in the form of frnits 
andflowersL After leering this guild we went orer 
a lacqner-ware ftctory , and watched the differsot 
processes of paintings ccdonring^ etc 

I hafo forgotten to tell yon <rf one incident of 
oar day*s eicnrsion. Before we reached the im* 
perial temple, we arriTod at a small taming^ ae 
it appearsd to be^ and Henry came to my chair 
and asked me to alight I walked with him on 
la a narrow, lo^ strip of groond, on which Tarions 
of pot l sf y w«rs lying abont Its nsme, 
the aappused siarilarity of shaps^ is Hoise's 
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Head. When asked to gaeas where I was, I 
failed to give an answer. I was then told I was 
standing on the ezeontion ground. Before I 
knew this, howoTor, a nice-looking yonng nuoi 
came forward from one of the small neighboaring 
houses, where his wife, child, and mother were 
standing on the doorstep. Imagine mj amaie- 
ment when Henry told me this was one of the 
four ezeontioners employed by tlie authorities. 
When asked how many heads had follen to his 
sword already, he replied one hundred and seventy, 
and said that on the day following there was to 
be sn execution on a large scale, in which he 
hoped to have a share. We heard that forty 
pirates were to be decapitated. Our friend, who 
was with us, arranged at once to be present I 
saw the crosses on which the men are tied who 
are condemned to be strangled, or to be cut into 
pieces, also some large earthenware vessels con* 
taining the heads of several malefactors who had 
been decapitated a few days previous to our Tisit. 
I trust that I may never meet a prooessioD on 
its way to this place teeming with horrors. 

The unfortunate criminals are pinioned tightly, 
are then placed in baskets, and supersoriptions^ 
fastened to strips of bamboo^ are placed behind 
their necks, stating their names, their orimaa, 
and their punishments; in this way they are 

F 2 
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euried to the ezeeiilioii ground. After all I 
iMid heud of the wboleede exeoations in Chine, 
the ■nellncei of the ground, end ite onprepeied 
elate when we Tieited it, itnick me reiy mncL 
On qnitUag this field of blood, we pasted through 
the street oalled Wing-Ts'ing-Kai, oelebrated 
as the plaee where the Freneh put to death 
niaetr-eiz persons, men, women, and ohildren, 
when the eity was oocupied by the armies of 
Great Britain and France. This was to aTenge 
the death of a eook from a French msn*of-war, 
who had been assassinated by some Chinese in 
a prorision shop in this street 

We proceeded from the lacquer-ware factory 
(where I broke off from my nsrratire) to the 
Examination Hall, a place used once in three 
years tor the examination of those mho liave 
already taken their IXA« degree, but who are 
aaxioos to obtain the higher degree of Ku^Yan, 
or ILA. The number is rery great o( those who 
assemble in this hall for this purpose, frequently 
ezoeeding 12,000 or 13,000. Out of this large nnro* 
ber of candidates possibly not more than 120 can 
obtain the degree, ae the number is limited by law 
in each prorinoeu It seems to correspond to the 
patient nature of a Chinese, that a man shonld 
try again and again ior his degree under sneh 
dUikwdi cirenmstsncss. Thehallcooeistsof alarge 
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quadrangle ; branching from each side of it are 
several long rows or streets of cells, each cell 
being five feet six inches in length, and not more 
than three feet eight inches wide. They are open 
I in front ; each cell is proyided, daring the ex* 

aminationi with a bed, which simply consists of 
seven or eight narrow deal boards. Some of these 
boards removed from their place by day serve the 
candidate for a table, and those remaining in 
their grooves are used by him as a seat These 
streets of cells are named by characters from the 
''One Thousand Character Classic** and each 
cell is numbered, so the examiners have no 
dif&culty in summoning any particular candidate 
from his cell. 

Ill the centre of the quadrangle stands a 
pavilion, made in the form of a triple gateway, 
to which the name of Watch Tower is applied. 
The two examiners for each prorinoe are de* 
spatched from Pekin and are received in the 
provincial capitals with great honours. The 
candidates enter the hall according to their 
I ' counties (at least those who can get in, for the 

crush is so great that some do not succeed in 

pushing in until a late hour), at the early hour of 

^. four AOL, and have to answer to their names at 

\ the second and also the third gates of the hall. 

Before they enter the latter gate they are provided 
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with ahceU of paper on which to write eanys and 
pwBM. The candidates have previontljr paid 
ior their paper at the temple of Kwan-tai, tlie 
god <rf wer. At the third giite of the Examination 
Hall thej are aearehedy to ascertain whether they 
hare ptonded ihemaelTef with ** cribs'* in the 
form <rf small pocket editions of the classics. 

A eook and a waiter are allotted to each ten 
candidates, and they are pledged to hold no com* 
mnnieation with them. Daring the early part of 
the examination, the candidates, who rary in age 
from eighteen to eighty, remain three days in 
their oells, and are engaged in writing essays and 
poems. The successful candidates in this first 
examination go in again for another term of three 
days, when they have to write five essays from 
themes selected from the fire classics. Those suo- 
eessfnl in this second examination have yet to go in 
tor another and final examination, which consists 
of fife papers on any subjects chosen by the 
examiners. Out of those who liare thus paMed 
throngh three times three days of hard examina* 
tioQ only 120, as I hare already stated, may be 
ebosen. I hare forgotten to mention that the 
esaperor prorides for each candidate, during his 
stay in the Kiamination Hall, the food follow* 
lag : — four taels <rf pork, four taels of ham, six 
laals of salt fish^ congee water, four moon cakes 
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a quantity of rioe, a preserred egg, and a modi* 
cum of pickled regetables. Those who obtain 
their ILA. degree wear a dress peculiar to the 
degree, and a gilded ornament on the top of their 
httt% and are inrited to dine with the governor 
of the proTinoe, when the examination is oyer. 

They are presented to the chief officials at the 
banquet, and then are required to perform tlie kao. 
tau before the imperial tablet They are afterwards 
escorted through the streets by their friends. 
Their names are pnblislied throughout the pro- 
vince of which they are natives. The last act of 
the scene is a douceur given by the newly made 
Masters of Arts to the examiners. I am afraid I 
shall weary you with our long day's proceedings. 
As our friend was with as we were most anxious 
for him to see all that %ras possible for him to 
see during his risit 6o» weary as we began 
to feel, we went on to the '^ City of the Dead," 
one of the strangest and most unique places I 
have ever visited. The two gentlemen were on 
foot all day. I was in a chair, as I could not 
do such a day's sightseeing with the additional 
fatigue of walking long distances. The ^ City of 
the Dead/* (so foreigners style these places con* 
taining the dead) was at some distance from the 
Examination Hall and yery for from Shameen. It 
is very difficult to convey to you any idea of this 
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ttnnge, tilentettj laid oat in ttreett, and on each 
aide of vhich are rows of imall one-ttoried lioiiaei 
boilt in atone. I think the only nmile I can draw 
ia that of rowa of amall aknshoatea. Imagine the 
death-like atillnev that preraila in this plaoe^ 
mhere each hooae ia ooeapied only bj the dead. 
In moat caaes the room eontaining tlie large 
vooden oofBn ia divided into two. Theilnt 
eontaina an altar, which has in many 
a light bnmiiig orer it» and efBgiea in 
pa{ier» life aiae^ or nearly ao^ of male and 
fe^nale attendants* atanding by it There are 
paper flowera orteii on the altar; tlie decora- 
tions Tary mac h, according to the rank of the 
deceaaed. I saw, in K>roe cases, outside the 
docira red boarrfa and insignia of rank. In the 
middle of the inner diTision of the room is the 
larg« nncovered ooffin with the foot of it towards 
the floor. On entering one of theae honsea of the 
deaf], our friend inadrertently toocbed one of 
the paper eflBgies, which represented a female 
attendant ; slie fell into our friend's arma and her 
neck became dislutrnted. We oould not forbear 
n amile eveu in theae grim surround inga. As all 
Ainitot aflbrd to pay a aafBcient sum for their 
felation« to hare a room to themaelTea in thia 
Imparary rasting-plaoe, yon eae four or bmhw 
oofina ia acjme of the roomai In one large roosa I 
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noticed as many at twelve coffins. The doors of 
the houses are folding doors and can be poshed 
open easfly. We entered many of them, as we 
passed down street after street This large city 
of the dead has 194 houses in it The dead only 
remain here for a time. Tlie relations consult 
the geomancers as to a lucky spot for interment* 
and sometimes tliese soothsayers take a long time 
before they giye an answer. Whilst therefore the 
relations wait to be assured of a lucky spot for bury- 
ing their lost ones (a point much thought of by the 
Chinese, who are most superstitiously anxious to 
avoid all cause of offence towards the dead), they 
place them in these receptacles^ and pay so 
much a month for the resting-place. Sometimes a 
delay in interment must take place in the case 
of those who die at a distance from their homc?a. 
It is imperatively necessary for a man to be 
gathered to his own after death, for the purpose of 
ancestral worship; should he be buried away from 
houje, his spirit, unhappy and diMatisfied at being 
deprived of the homage of his descendants, might 
rove about seeking to injure the living to tiie utmost 
of its power. At the entrance of this Oity of the 
Dead is a very large piece of water sunousdad 
by trees, inhabited by hundreds and hundreds of 
storks. These birds are considered sacred in 
The sombre mater with its deep shades^ and th< 
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bbdt otteriii; tliair ditnul note, form a fitting 
tstiBiioe to A place deroted to toch a parpoae at 
this City <rf the Dead. The only liring beinga 
hero afa a few Buddhist monks, whose daty it is to 
fseeifw the dead who are brought here, and to pray 
for the repose of their souls. One is startled to 
see a white eoek mn out of one or other of these 
hflvses of the dead; bat I learned from Henry 
thai this proceeds also from a gross superstition. 
The whito cock is supposed to attract the soul 
of the dead by its crowing, and thus to prevent 
the spirit wanilering away from the body.* 

My chair coolies seemed to be much relieved 
when it was poggosted tbst we should return home 
by boat. As my two companions had walked and 
stood about for many hours, they did not feel 
equal to the five miles* walk home, so we made 
omr way to the banks of the river, hired a sampan, 
and §tlm Jtrj slow progress, in consequence of 
the strong tide being against US| arrived home 
after eight oVIock p.m., tired and more then re%dy 
for o«r dinner. 

• ^Il»fsprffTl0Ml7ob«m<d,tk«CkiMMMie««tiMlMdi 
hmif to MteBltd kj Uum mmlm: tU irst of whidi is 
Is fiBiiis wHk m tabid bnitef tW mum of tbs 
tai Um MTwIfAl Itapls : Ommemd^ 
tbs IkM to ft Is Vkjmwm. 
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LETTEB VIL 

Caxtov, Hay itb, 1877. 

Mt dkab Mother, 

I THINK 70U will be somewhat surprised 
to hear that we have had a small s&moe in the 
ChaplaiDcy, given by a Chinese spiritualist. He 
called npon ns, and asked to be allowed to give 
a performance at onr house. We inquired his 
terms, and found that he expected fire dollars for 
an erening's entertainment This we thought 
too much to giro, as we did not know the man*a 
capabilities ; but| on talking it over with this fine 
gentlemanly Chinese, he proposed to give one 
of his wonders for a dollar. On our assenting, 
he requested that a large round table should 
be brought from the servants' room, and this 
was then placed feet upwards on a small basin 
^ of \?ater. Four of our servants were now 

called in, and each was told to plaoe one of 
his hands on a foot of the table. The per- 
former then began to walk round and round 
the table, first with slow and measured step^ 
lighted joss-sticks in his hand% and his lipa 
employed in using words of incantation. After 
about four minutes' delay, the taUe began to 
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tarn domljt but on tba perfonner quickening 
bit tleis it incmted iti speed, nntil botii table and 
performer were ninniog round and round. Tbe 
ineaalatioa was ooiitinaed tbe wbole time in an 
nndertonew It was a strange sight, and one not 
to be aeeonnted fiir. There was no connection 
of bands on tbe part of the fonr senrant% and 
one of tbe latter tamed literally green from 
fright as tbe table whirled ronnd and round* 
Allien tbe performer, out of breath, stood still, 
the table also rested from its labours. We asked 
lum bow be bad accomplished this feat, and in a 
snbdaed Toiee be answered, ''It is Joss (God) 
that does it, I praj to him.** He wished much 
to show OS bow be could call up the spirits of 
the departed and make them answer him. This 
table-toming, clairroyancTySpiritcommunion, eta, 
haYe been practised in China for many centuries 
past When tbe performer had left we asked 
oar coolie, -who bad looked so scared, what he 
thoogbtof tbe taUe-toming, and be said, ** belong 
Joss pigeon, mj no saTei what Joss." 

We were not able to start for our sight- 
seeing jestrrday until late, as the rain was 
eooung down in torrents. It is now tiie rainj 
eeatoo, and ererytbing is damp. Our marble- 
paved ball looks as if boekels of water had been 
thrown ofcr it, and we are obliged to keep a 
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fire night and day in the library for the sake of ' 
Henry's books. 

You will be amused to hear that we have a 
coolie whose doty is simply to mb the books 
to prevent the damp from spoiling them, and to 
see that white ants are not attacking them. 
He is supposed to take down a certain number 
of books daily, and to rub each in turn. He 
is such a curious-looking old fellow, and works 
deliberrttely with long pauses, and an occasional 
wliiff of a pipe to lighten, I suppose, his arduous 
duties, or course he is related to our chief ser> 
yant You will find in all houses that the com- 
pradore surrounds himself with his relations. 
The old man of whom I speak is Hik*s uncle, 
our second waiting^boy is Mik*s son, and one of 
our coolies is Mfik's cousin. The whole arrange- 
ment of domestic concerns in China is curious. 
You pay so much, say seyen or eight dollars, to 
your boy^ so many dollars monthly to your 
coolie& But this in its entirety is not enjoyed 
by them. Each must .pay a kumsbaw, probably 
of a dollar a month, to the compradore ; and again, 
if a boy or coolie recommends his friend to yoa 
and you engage him, the latter has to giye to 
the former a kumshaw of at least half-a-doUart 
possibly a dollar a month, all the time lie • 
remains in your senrice. This custom is veij 
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iguiMi the EnropaMi hontebolden. The 
•jetem of ImiuhAw is pnctMed from the 
higheit to the lowest m the empire. Should joa 
go to a shop leoommended 70a by jour serrant, 
he r sc ei fy s e donoeiir proportiooatey I imagine, to 
what 70a haj. The chair coolies when hired from 
the stieets bj joqt compradore are squeeied bj 
him. Again, the money used in China is a souoe 
of BOfer-eadiag tiooble to ns foreigners. Henrj 
wrilee a dieqoe for oor monthly account with the 
ipradote (piOTision dealer) and for other 
On this being presented to the com« 
of the merchant on whom the cheque is 
drawBp this man gires the sum in light dollars. 
Oar eompradote reoeiTing these, keeps them 
aad pays the prorision merchant, shopmen, 
still lighter dollars. 80 that there is 
contention on this subject When we 
a porehase, before the bargain is quite con- 
daded, the man with whom we are treating wilL 
slipalate for ** number one good dollani'' ** ploper 
Mlai%* as he calls theuL The whole system is 
hyqiiloiiSi but yon most submit, there is no plan 
hf which yon can escape this robbwy ; the only 
thi^f yon can do is to limit it as much as possi- 
hla. I eould scarcely ibrbear laaghing when the 
dealer showed us the other day two or 
doUan Ittk had giTsn him on our account 




••t 



FOUBTEEN MONTHS IN CANTON. 79 

Such things thej were, yery thin, with laige pieces 
cut out of them. When Chinese borgmin with each 
other, the men on both sides weigh the money, and 
you see most earnest faces bent on this employ- 
ment, and a quarrel or wrangle ensues if the money 
is a fraction under weight. To make up for the 
clipped dollar, some dollars are chipped into pieces, 
and these fragments are put into the scsle to 
make up the weight* No nuin trusts the other, and 
I have been most amused, when passing through 
the streets where food is sold, to see tlie purchaser 
take his own scales out and weigh the small 
portion of fiish, fowl, or yegetable that he is 
buying, to be sure that he is not being cheated 
of a tithe of his rights. 

This is a long digression from the subject of 
the sightseeing that we accomplished yesterday. 
On first starting, we were fortunate enough to 
see a marriage feast at tlie house of a Chinese 
gentleman. The bride had only just arriyed at 
her future home. We were all allowed to go into 
an inner room to see her, as she and her female 
friends take no public part in the marriage feast. 
When we had entered the room, her two female 
attendants, who stood on each side of her, and 
assisted her to rise from her seat (this is strict 
Chinese etiquette, a bride not being expected 
to moye by herself), lifted up the pearl and ailk 




80 fOUBTEUr UOKTBB IK OANTOK. 

tnmg^ which hmig ofer her fiioe from the gay 
OTOvm ihe wove oa her bead. This marriage 
wovB has a most theatrical appearance, being 
■ade in gold tinsel and immensely cmiamented 
with kingfisher^s feathers and sbam pearls. These 
crowns are not parehased for the bride, bat are, 
with the marriage chair, which is a very gay affair, 
e o ^ e i e d with gold and ornamented with ioDO* 
nMfaUe little lignres orerlaid with kingfinher's 
fcatben^ hired lor the occasioo. Tbo bride looked 
wy Ajt Imt this she is also by the roles of eti* 
qnette eipected to a«nme,and she made us many 
low bows, her arms lifted op by her attendants to 
the lerel of her shoulders, her hands joined as she 
ehin-chioned os. She was quite young, but not 
good-looking. She wore no rouge, this being 
forbidden to a bride on her marriage day. On a 
tabio standing close by her the wedding presents 
wero displayed, lighted candles showing thorn to 
adraatage. Some ladies, friends of the bride, 
who were stsnding near her, wore beautifully 
—ibiuideied bright-coloured silk dresses. As we 
Mt the bride*s apartment, and went into the large 
haDv wo Daw a number of men who were seated at 
the msfrisga feast They all rose and received 
politely, offering us chairs. The bride- 
who is a friend of Henry's, handed us tea 
wailad npon oa Another singular feature in 
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marriage ceremonies amongst the Ghinese is this : 
the bride and bridegroom take the lowest position, 
and are serrants to all on their wedding daj. 
The yonng host asked Henry if he thought the 
bride was ^good look see,** and seemed much 
pleased with Henry's oongiatolations^ giTen in 
tme Chinese style. The bridegroom had nnforto- 
nately taken off the bright^xdoared silk bands he 
had worn earlier in the day oyer his chest and 
shoolders. He most politely accompanied os to 
the outer door when we took leaye. 

Haye I told yon how yery frightful the shayen 
heads of the Chinese men appear to me ? You 
remember that Henry's Chinese seryant who ac- 
companied him to England wore a little black 
silk cap on his head* They do the same in 
cold weather in China, but now the warmer 
weather has begun they go without any coyering to 
the head. There is often a piece of short, loose 
hair between the shayen part of the head and the 
tail, which when long enough will be \ ^aited into 
the tail, but in its short state it rises from the 
head when the wind blows, and presents a moat 
untidy, ludicrous appearance. 

As I go along the streets my eyes are occupied 
incessantly with all 'the strange sights, and I like 
to tell yon my first impressions of people and 
things in this faroff land. The babies amuse 

Q 
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■• iwiinetwly* Baby boys haye their lieads 
wholly ahaTea, eicqpting on one spot at the back 
of Iko liead, perhaps two inches wide; this is the 
WMleos km the future taiL When some months 
old the little boy may hare a wee tail two inches 
long, which is as soon as possible plaited on to a 
little bit of red silk, and it stands stiff and upright 
from the head. The ordinary woman's dress strikes 
me as wy inelegant; it is composed ol a 
bine or prone coloored cotton blonse edged 
black, and very wideUue or pmne-coloored cotton 
tnmsers. Sometimes the dress, etc^ are made in 
dark-brown cotton. All this caught my eye as 
I was on the way in my chair from the l»ride* 
groom's hoQse to the Eiamination Hall, where 
candidstes are examined for their B.A. degree. 
It is very large, partly roofed over, an implariam 
interacting the large halL Bows and rows 
of stone taUes, with a bench in stone on one 
aide of them, stand on each side of this open-air 
halL On the end of each of these stone benches 
a Chinese character is canred, signifying some 
good attribute, such as goodness, brightness, 
ste. This hall is used for two years in suocea- 
aion lor the examination cl osndidates lor the 
BJl degree. The third year it is dosed, as the 
examination lor the ILA. degree takes place 
then at the other KTsmtnation Hall* which 
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I have already deacribed. The liall we were now 
Tisiting can hold 8400 oaodidatea. It stands at 
the entrance ol the yamun (or official residence) 
of the Literary Chancellor. When we left this 
liall we returned towards home and went into 
a Chinese restaurant^ not iar from Shameen, 
where a dinner in true Chinese style had been 
ordered by Henry. Our friend, whose yisit was 
now drawing to a close, had expressed a great 
wish to haye a dinner in one of the Chinese res- 
taurants serred in natiye style. Tlie restaurant 
which we patronised is large and has many garden 
rooms, in one of which we could haye dined most 
agreeably had it been earlier in the day, but it was 
now too late to think of this, so we went into one 
of the upper rooms of the house. Here Mftk 
was waiting to receiye us, and the table, which 
was round in shape, was already arranged for our 
dinner. The coup ScsU reminded me of my early 
days, when a child's feast was shared by young 
friends. In the centre of the table were placed 
many yery small porcelain basins, containing a 
variety of fruits, preseryed eggs, sliced pears, etc., 
all in miniature. 

Immediately in front of each of us were four 
yery snudl plates containing pepper, salt, soy, 
and sugar. Chopsticks, a porcelain spoon with a 
large bowl and a t^ short handle^ a tiny porce- 
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lam wma eop, aod a little two-pronged fork were 
pboed befim etch giieet. HeDrj aaked Mik to 
0t dowB with nf^ ee he oonld explain the diebei^ 
WMtoB M^ etc, to 1UL fle behaved to well, onlj 
as a Chinaman of inferior rank can behave 
wkoL in cmnpanj of hit eoperioni He was 
Mitber ah j nor forward. 

At I intend to encloee a bill of fare in my 
letter,! will only tell yon a few things abont the 
dinner that most attracted my attention. 

We began our repast by helping onrseWes at 
our pleasure to the irnit» etc^ from the centre of 
tlie table, eating according to Chinese form. Yon 
do not necessarily put what you take from the 
dishes or basins into your own little basin, but 
more generally eat what you have secured either 
by chopsticks or the fork at once. Yon can 
imagine how much I appreciated the little fork, as 
I conld not nse the chopsticks atalL I struggled 
and struggled, but what I took up with them 
Ml on to the taUe before I could convey it to 
my mouth. And now courses of dishes were 
plaoed on the table by degrees, and as none 
were removed until the dinner was finished, we 
had an inereasing circle of porcelain bssins in 
the centre, and by the time that the feast came 
to an end there must have been between thirty 
aad fofty of these bowls on the table. Everything 
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was cooked to ragSi and all of it was flaroored or 
aocompanied bj mnshrooiiifl^ garlic, water-cheat- 
nata, slices of bamboo sboots^ etc. The dishes 
were put on the table in singnlar order to our 
ideas : sometimes a dish of a sweet flaroar was 
followed b J one contaming boned dnok, then came 
pork, boiled conch, etc. In the middle of the re- 
past tea and little cakes were giren us, and from 
this moment tea was supplied ad lOniwn until the 
end of the dbner. The tea was made in coyered 
cops, out of which we drank ; and when we wanted 
more of it, fresh tearleares, with boiling water 
poured on them, were put into fresh cups and 
handed to us. The china lid of the cup you hare 
to partly withdraw when you drinig and it is 
useful for prerenting the tea-leayes from going 
into your mouth* 

The wine, which was put on the table at the be- 
ginning of the repast, was contained in little white 
metal tankards about six inches in height. Two 
kinds of wine, each most disagreeable to my tasts^ 
were giren us : white wine made from rice^ which 
tasted a little like weak whisky, and a red wine 
made from lichees. The wine was poured into 
tiny porcelain cups. At the end of the dinner 
three pretty-looking china bowls, bright green 
inside, were placed on the tableland I immediately 
became suspioious of what they oontained* 
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Do 70a renMonber that Henrj 8ftid he was deter- 
Bioed thati ahonld eat dog, eat| and rat Terj 80011 
after mj arriral in China? I had teen Uaok oafa 
iarii when oooked at a cat and dog reetaurant 
(aboot whidi I mnat tell 7011 in another letter)^ 
aad Itfaooght I reoogniaedit in one of these little 
baaina before me. I prored to be right, and I 
oonld onl J be prerailed npon to pot a little piece 
of the dogfs flesh into mj month; I could not 
loQch the oChsr two dishes. The dried rat was 
eerred np with peaa. Oat is not a dish, as gene- 
nlly supposed in Eorope, which can be frequent! j 
indulged in bj the poor man; it can onlj be' 
enjoyed bj him as a very rare treat A dinner 
of cat's flesh cannot be procnred for less than a 
quarter of a ddllar. Another delicacy had been 
offdersd by Henry to grace the meal. Do you 
feadlect that when he spoke of tipsy shrimps 
at a dinner party in England, one of our relations 
who was present told a friend afterwards it was 

• 

but a tra?el Ws tale ? Henry was detennined that 
I should Torify his anecdote^ 80 tipsy shrimps were 
placed on the table. They were brought on in a 
little corered china bowl, into which wine had beso 
poured soese short time before. When the cofer 
waa remored, the shrimps began to jump about 
and to firing out of the little basin on to the table. 
Bad an eEperieneed Chinaman been ptesent he 
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would hare caught them on hit ohopttioks at thej 
were in the act of springing, bot mj companions 
were not able to do this. I could not put one of 
these liye things into m j mouth, but Henry took 
one, and as to our friend, I think, I may safialy 
saj he ate two or three. I nerer saw any one so 
determined to eat all and CTerything as our friend ; 
he had helped himself preriously to thi% most 
liberally to cat, dog, and rat, and said he did not 
find them disagreeable. And now our dinner 
dosed, as is the case at all Chinese repasts, 
with soups of yarious kinds. When we left the 
table I was much amused by seeing Mak and our 
other serrants empty each of the numerous china 
basins standing on the table into a doth, to con- 
yey the yarious contents home for their own use. 

I haye forgotten to mention that little squares 
of the ordinary whitey-brown Chinese paper, 
about six inches square, were giyen to us to use 
as table-napkins. 

When we rose from taUe, hot water in brass 
bowls was placed before us, and small towels were 
proyided for us on which to dry our hands. I did 
not think yery much of the birds*-nest soup, 
which of course was one of the ddicades of whidi 
we had partaken ; it is gelatinous, and has do 
flayour in particular that I could disooyer. li 
was serred with pigeons' eggs and ham. Itmnst^' 
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I Unej, ba rary nntritioiia. The Malay name 
inr it is ''Foiun of the Sea." I am to riait <me of 
the ahope where the neats are prepared for nae 
aad aold^aiid to see the great amoant of oare that 
has to be bestowed opon them before they are fit 
to be ooQTerted into food. The Malays bdiefo 
that the birds swallow the foam, and eject it after 
it has nndergone some change in their stomachs. 
I will now giTo yon the bill of fare, which I wrote 
down as each dish was pat on table. 

In the centre of the taUe, in tiny disheSp were : 

L OnsfM Ml IdId «mU lUoai. 
t. PMn eirt IbIo Ihw ■Uett. 
SL Bittar ftlaoDdti 
4* FtaHffwl vstaralii 
Sb Vmtktf giiafdt eat into nadl pitoet. 
C PitMtftd egfl^ gnm in oolov, mi lolo «mU pisoML 
7. Tliij tqmum pmm of pork, rmj 6uk ia eolov, looUaf 
^ff^ fai r* a ■wmIi it than uwi. 

1. Mill! pkU witk pq>par In it 

L ,. „ M Mil loll. 

a p • . nsviiitt. 

Foot ot these small pktes were placed befiice 



The first dish placed on Ubie after all were 




I 



I 
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2. Stewed boned dnek^MTfed with Cof«HMal|M 
I to be eeeilj dirided bj eliopetioki. 
a Uubed pigoon with hMi. 

4. Biidt*-iMit aovp. 

5. Stewed muttoa end bemboo ehoott. 

6. Boiled cooeh (* leift iheU-lieh) out into elioia. 

7. Stewed ofttbw 

8. BiMk fieh, fUed. 



A pause, in whioh Im and oakes of two kinds 
were handed. 

(1.) Oikeiiuuiied*AThoanndSlovqr«i'' 

(2.) Sponge mkm ebmrt ea iiieh end a lislf siwia. 

During this interlude we helped ourselfes 
from the rarious dishes already placed upon the 
table. 

Now was senred : 

9. Fowl end hem, eooked satU thej eosid be difided bj 

ehopoiickt. 

10. Turtle eoiip with pieeeo of hi twtle floeliaf bi il| 
bj poroelein epoooe. 

11. Heiheddoff. 

12. Stewed Ueek est 

13. Fried fst. 
U. Meeoeroni eoupw 

15. Salt Sab. 

16. Salted egg*. 

17. Peril niinoed to eBieU tm lo lepfeeent breed ennsbs. 

18. Hea eel ielo mmU pieeee end pkMod ^poa a 
Tegelable. 

18. BeaiMorriea 
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tL 

tl P i liil BB l i wnpftd «p la gfMB Itftftt bMriBH te 



M. TIpqr akiiBpiL 



LETTER YIIL 

CAintm, Maj Utb, 1877. 

Ut dbae Hothbb, 

I HATB DOW Tisiied the shop where 
adiUe birds* neets are prepared, and can there- 
fore tell joa from experience how much pains are 
taken OTer this much Taloed article of food. We 
went into one of the shops where these birds* 
its ahme are sold. In the firrt stage I saw the 
in its natural state as it is brought from 
Somalra, Jars, Borneo^ and Sooloo. A dirtj- 
looking little dry nest it i% with a lining of 
fsatherk It is first scraped, the soft lining is 
ramofed, and then it is washed. It is now 
palled to pieces, and the small fifathers which stall 
ding to the gelatinous matter require to be 
eareAilly remored. I saw many men empbyed 
ia this last delicate operetioo. When prepared, 
tke biid/ Msts are beautiftilly white. The birds, 
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which mftke these nests in most intcoessiUa 
places, are a species of swallow, or rather house 
marten. Ton will condade from the time the 
nests take to jNrepare^ and the danger and diffioolty 
in procoring them from the rocks and caTerns, 
that it is an expensiTe article of fiood, beyond 
the reach of all the poorer classes. 

The day after we had had our grand Chinese 
dinner we went into the city, and the first object 
we visited was the Olepsydra (or water clock), 
which is placed in a chamber erected on the tower 
called Eung^Pak-Lan. (See illnstration, p. 92.) 

We saw four tubs containing water, which are 
placed on an inclined plane^ and connected by 
open spouts. The tabs yary in sise, the largest 
one being at the top. The water trickles from 
the one tob into the other. A copper dial resem- 
bling a carpenter's role, with Chinese oharacteit 
engraTcd on it marking its divisions, rests on a 
wooden float in the lowest tab. As this dial rises 
it shows the length of time expired.^ A man 
remains in the building night and day, fbr the 

I * "Thttodatfaitheloweitjf iewififyotaiafadillw^ 

noon fti flf« oPoloek, bj plMiag ih« Btrk oa U ftir tlMM kom^ 
•TOO with ilM oof«r, Uimgh which il rim tad ladlMilM the 

I tiiiM. Th« w«t« it dippod oat tad powid baek into tho lip 

J«r when tho iodoi ahowt tho euMpMn of the halMnj, 
tho wntw it NMwvd tfttyqnwtv.* 
rtft AithdtifltB On/t • WnttBi fai the OUgr or OttloB.' 
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of ginng the hoar to Uw oitiuni of 
Hui ho dooi dniiog th« dtj, I7 pU^ 
h^ boudi oolnde Uw dock tomr, wbieh an 




jTrf-V whiter tad botf Urge bUok Chiaeee 
Aenetan ■eiting the Itoar. A goog and dmin 
•M kapt is the tow, hj whioh the watohman 
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makes known the Yarioiie watches, or hours of 
the night A small shrine is placed immediately 
aboTe the steps leading to the water dock, in 
honour of Pwan-En, who is described in Ohinese 
mythology as hating been tlie first man. As 
clothes were supposed to be unknown when he 
flourished, he is represented as wearing an apnm 
or girdle of green leares. He appears to be 
regarded as the ti\telary god of the water dock. 
I may here remark that this singular method 
of measuring time was practised by the ancient 
Egyptians. 

Before we left the tower, the man in charge 
drew our attention to small bundles of ^time-' 
sticks," used, as the name would imply, for mea^ 
suring time. These sticks are thirty-two inches 
long, and bum for twelye hours. They are 
used especially by the Tartar population as time- 
pieces. There are different kinds^ some to be used 
in fine weather, others when the wind is high, 
when of course the candles bom more quickly. 
They have been in use for centuries past On 
one of the bundles Henry obsenred a label, on 
which was a printed notice that the candles* were 
made according to the directions of official as- 
tronomen and astrologers; that those intended 
for day must be lighted at the dawn of day, 
when the lines on the palm of the hand are 




.* 



M WWK t EMM MQMTHB IN 0A2IT0X. 



vWble» and thota for ma at Dight most be 
Sl^tod at daak, wha&tba lines on the palm of the 
ara not diaoaniUa. Aftar fbrthar informa- 
tlM airoolar aet farth that puiohasait moat 
ha eaiafU to nota the trade-marict that there is 
ttdj oaa aataUiahmeiit in which time-meaniriDg 
laM BaaofiMtiired, and that the prioe of each 




Ai tiM top of the aame tover is asmall temple, 
im whieh wo saw a shrine dedicated to Sin-Fuimgy 
ia a np poaa d to be able to command the 
of ranaway slayer An effigy of a mounted 
stands near the idol, ready to execute his 
mastar^s commands. Those who have lost 
tfaa p i i eee d to tliis altar, and, haring worshipped 
tka idol* tie cords round the neck of the horse on 
which the courier is seated, poasibly for him to use 
in binding the runaways when caaght At another 
ahnr in thia temple we noticed offerings of staYcs, 
laaembling the poles placed outside barbers* 
in England. On leaying this temple, we 
tnmad ow (acea homeward^ and called an rouU 
nt the priTata reaidence of a Chineae gentle- 
We wara ahown a number of small rooms 
with Uark wood furniture, and a 
libniy £Uad with Chineae classics. All these 
aaonM wan much ornamented by wood-earrings ; 
thny wan a anita need by the family in summer. 
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I was much stniok on teeing one of the rooms 
arranged as an oratory. Henry tells me tliat this 
is the case in almost all the houses of tlie gentry. 
An altar, with its incense burner in sine, candle- 
sticks in zinc, and usual decorations, stood at the 
end of the room. A Buddhist nun was kneeling 
before it, saying prayers to Eoon-Yam, the goddess 
of mercy, for the souls of the departed members 
of the family. We walked through the gardens, 
which are rery extensire, and arranged like all 
those I haye seen here, a garden within a garden, 
having ponds encircled by walls on which are 
placed pots of flowers. Bridges of rarious shapes 
cross the ponds ; one of them, as is always the 
case, is made in tortuous windings to represent 
a dragon, the much-prized emblem. Garden 
houses, furnished with black wood furniture with 
marble let in, and some of it ornamented with 
mother-of-pearl, stand in the grounds. They 
call these garden houses places of rest; they 
afford a beautiful shade from the glaring sun of 
the East, and are much used by all the members 
of the family during tlie summer. The douUe, 
canred wooden rood of these garden houses are most 
picturesque, and so is that of a little summer- 
house erected on the centre areh of one of the 
miniature bridges. This immense house and 
large grounds belong to one of Henry*s oldest 
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CTiiiww friflodt of the name of Howqoa. The 
temer head of this hmilj, who died some yeeit 
•go^ was a great friend and admurer of Euxopeana. 
Whea we leUmed into the house, a lady with a 
wery pleannt fiu^ dxesaed in pbun ootton tonio 
and tiOQeeiBv the mourning dieat for ladies, as 
then silk robes are forbidden, came fdrward and, 
•oifliDg sweetly, took me by the hand and led 
se to the seat of honoor. She then took some 
■ wse tui ea ls from a box handed to her by a female 
•ttcadant^ and pat them into my montli by means 
of a little silTer two-pronged fork. She did not 
deaist finom this hospitality for some time, and I 
aerer ate so many sweetmeats at one time before. 
I eonld only bow my thanks. She then ordered 
some tea, and when it arriTed, in a small covered 
china cop^she poured a little into the sanoer 
and handed it to me. There was an indescribable 
grace and courtesy in all she did. I mas then 
led by my friend into the inner hall, up to an 
altar, behind which there was a portrait of a 
young lady, evidently newly painted. 

Henry explained to me that it was the lady's 
dnoghtcf^in-law, who had very recently (some 
three weeks or more) died. The coffin was 
plaoed on the left of the altar. As tlie Chinese 
do not nse leaden coffins, it is singular that they 
shonld be aUe to keep their dead so long as 
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seven weeks in the house, before placing them in 
one of the dties of the dead, or in a family tomb.* 
When we stood before the coffin, which was 
nncovered and in polished wood, made ci four 
pieces, the lady turned to me and smote her 
breast. A young man, who was also dressed in 
cotton mourning clothes, now came forward, and 
said to me, ^ My wife, my wife.** This was the 
son of my friend, who had lost his only wife. He 
looked about thirty, and as he could speak a few 
words of English, he made me understand his 
position. 

There were no mourning emblems outside the 
house, as I had seen in other cases, and this I was 
told was accounted for by the fact that this lady 
had died young, and that in consequence she was 
regarded as under the displeasure of the gods, and 
so not worthy of much attention. She has left one 
little boy, whom I saw. He was dressed in mourn- 
ing cotton dothes, his little tail was plaited with 
white cord and he was wearing white shoes. Two 
little girls are also left to the grandmothei^s care, 
but the fourth and youngest child, a little giil, had 
been giyen away, as the family considered it would 
be too great a trouble to bring up three daughters. 
Continuing our homeward walk, I was much stmbk 



^ I hmw iiaat kanad IImI OUmm m&tm sro JufstlMUy 
•mM with abttMi, s ipMlM of pvMif. 
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with tba amoont of retigknis worahip gmng <m in 
die ttoaet^ etpeouJly in front of the open-eir 
■hrinee. TheChinete certainly areapeople giren 
to fopentitioDy bat yet one cannot bat admire 
the way they cairy oot what they profess. For 
inetancei erery night and morning lampe are 
lighted before the ancestral altar% joss-sticks are 
placed on the altar% and before each shop in a 
qneer little place made for the parpose on the 
ground, cat oot of the stone projections in front of 
the shops^ yoa will see three lighted joss-sticks at 
tiM dawn and at the setting of the sun.* 

Beligioas worship is also much obsenred in the 
boats. The sampan we always employ (a small 
boat with a broad beam, enclosed by a mat roof 
ofer the centra, propelled by two oars, worked in 
the bow of the boat, and by a Tery powerfal scull 
astern, generally kept in motion by women) has a 
small altar erected in the stem of the boat, which 
is eofered by a sliding door by day. Morning 
and night the little door is withdrawn, and yoa 
see the miniatare altar, crowded with effigies of 
the household gods, tiny tablets for ancestral 
worship made in wood, painted red, bearing gilt 
characters signifying the names of the deceased 

• Ctelsn ta. Is Ab BSHMi; ftMlssltd tvtot dftflj, Md it is 
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ancestor!, offering! of fruiti uid flowen in tin^ 
copt ud TMBi, and tennl little bdo t 




rairoandingtheiddaintheeeDtre. Ipcmho rticW 
ue borat niglit and monuDgoo thia altar, at the 
h2 
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hem of the boat^ and also at the entrance of the 
eoreied part where paatengers sit The other 
aig^t I noticed a large paper lantern ra^pended 
from this part of the boat, which bomt for half an 
hov,aiid when I asked the sampan boj the mean- 
ingof it» his answer was interpreted tome as, ^It 
is JossT lantern.'* It bore the name of the tutelary 
god of the boat in red characters. Now when one 
eoBsideft the extreme poTerty of these boat-people, 
and the daily expense of these religioos offeringSp 
trifling a snm as it may be, bat a serioos con- 
sideratioii to those who often have not the where- 
withal to boy rice, one cannot but be struck by 
the eootrast of the heathen's devotion to bis gods, 
and our own careless obserrances in England, 
wheie for the most part our countrymen put 
religion entirely on one side during the week, 
airing it only on Sunday. The earnestness ci 
these worshippers may well put us to shame. 
We returned home to luncheon, as we intended to 
make an excursion by water in the afternoon, to 
show our friend, before he left us, one of the 
Tillages where docks are hatched and reared. In 
shorti we were going to a duck Tillage. Welooked 
forward Tery much to our rural afternoon. 

We entered one of the establishments for 
hatehing docks in the Tillage of Fkk-A-Tb*nen, 
and a sote euioQS sight than this I haTS seldom 
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Been. The whole piooess of hatching was ihown 
aud expkiiied to us. The first is this : a number 
of eggs are placed in a basket filled with heated 
husks or chaff of rice ; thej are then remoTed into 
a dark room and are put upon shelyes of lattice- 
work. Under the lowest of these shelyes there 
are grates filled with burning charooaL The 
eggs remain in this heated room for twenty-four 
hours ; they are then remoTed into an adjoining 
room and are placed in doths, about fifty in each 
cloth. The first doth with its contents is lowered 
gently to the bottom of a cylindrical-ehaped 
basket made of rattan. Then a second cloth 
containing eggs is placed aboTC the firsts and so 
OQ until the basket is fulL These baskets are 
about three feet high, and are lined with sheets 
of coarse brown paper. The eggs remain in 
these baskets for three weeks, but in order that 
all of them may be equally heatedt men are 
employed to alter their position once during the 
day and once during the night» so^ when pro- 
perly looked after, the eggs which were at the 
bottom in the morning should be at the top at 
night How they are not broken when the men 
lift out the Tarious doths I cannot tdl, but the 
Chinese are wonderful manipulators, they seldom 
injure anything they touch. At the end of the 
three wedm the ^ggs which hare been placed in 
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ib/b batkalsare remored to another room, and are 
anaoged on rerj wide aheUes of hard wood. 
Thej are then eofered by sheets of thiok, eoarw 
brown paper, and here they remain for some boon^ 
possibly for two or three days, when they burst 
into life. I was fortunate enough to see an 
immenee nomber in the aet (tf being hatohed; 
hnndnids of little ones peeped from their shells, 
and others were taking their first walk oyer the 
shells of their eompanionsi Imagine a hatoh of 
a thousand I What wonld a farmer's wife say 
to it in England, who shows yon with pride a 
dnok whioh Las brought off fourteen little ones 
in triumph? No tender care is taken of the 
newly*bom, pretty little golden balls. A man 
walks round and roughly oatches hold of as many 
as are free from their egg-shell% and throws them 
mto a basket They are then remored to the 
outer part of the establishment and, when n 
purchaser arriTes, are counted out by a man, who 
seiass four little necks at a time, and ories out 
the number in a high key. I saw a great many 
oounted out in this manner in this duok-breeding 
establishment The man, who bought hundreds of 
the newly-hatched duoks, took them off at onoe 
to one of the duok ferms to rsar them. It is 
wonderful how the young duck manages to crawl 
out of his temporary home when the moment 
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comet for him to be lamiohed into the world, 
as sometimes he is partly mider his neighbours* 
shelly ooTerings (the eggs are arranged two deep) ; 
bat by delicate manoaoTring he succeeds. It was 
fascinating to me to watch their efforts; and I 
could haTC remained a much longer time than 
we could allow in this part of the establishment. 

On learing this hatching establishment we 
went on to a duck farm, if one may so call 
it, in the same Tillage. We saw here 8000 
orphan ducks, which were about Are or six weeks 
old, also many hundreds much younger in a 
place apart^ all the latter being of the same 
tender age. There are itinerant duck and geese 
vendors who come to this Tillage in large boats ; 
they buy from 150 to 1000 ducks or geese at a 
time, and drive them into broad, enclosed wooden 
platforms attached to the sides of their boats. 
This gives these boats a Tery singular and 
clumny appearance, and also renders them unsafe 
in tempestuous weather. Several of these duck 
boats were capsised close to the Bogue Forts, 
in the fearful typhoon which took place in 1862, 
and for upwards of a mile the Pearl riTcr was 
literally coTcred by the feathered inhabitants 
of these wrecked duck boats. The sellers of 
ducks aod geese then take their boats up the 
creeks and sell their birds^ either wholeside or 
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rateily to the eonntry people, or to the proTitioii 
daeleie in tlie Tillages ud towna. There ia 
•till DO gestle cue bestowed upon these nn- 
fbfftmuitefk They are not regarded iDdlTidoallTy 
bot i» sioaM^ and a cerfaiQ percentage is always 
reckoned apon for casualties. We walked down 
a long street in the Tillage, on each side of which 
were dock and geese dealers, with their birds in 
wicker baskets beside them. I saw some of the 
youg ones placed in open wicker baskets sus- 
pended finom bamboo poles over the shoulden 
of some men. They were taken to the river's 
bank and dipped, baskets and all, into the river 
for health's sake, then brought dripping back 
to the particular spot of tlie street where their 
ownefs were wont to exhibit them. I had almost 
fofgotten to say that the ducks and geese which 
are taken off in the duck boats do not cost their 
masters a cent for food. Twice during the day 
the dock boat is brought up to the side of the 
creek or river, the wooden compartment at tlie 
side of the platform on which the ducks are kept 
is removed, and they are allowed to wander about 
the banks at will, finding most ample repasts in 
the aorms, slugs, snails and frogs which abound 
in the mod on the edge of the rirers and creeks 
at low tide. I haTO seen from 1600 to 2000 
docks gaining their own liTolihood in this manner. 
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88 we have passed along the banks of the riTer. 
The most ourioos feature of this proceeding is 
that the ducks are tndned to obey the kumam 
voice, and when, after a delay of two or three 
hoars, the man in charge of them considers he 
has giyen them ample opportunity of feeding 
themseWes off the various delicacies he doea 
not provide for them, he makes a call, and the 
birds obey his voice at once, and return to the 
boat They certainly cannot have learned 
obedience from their parents, never, from earliest 
infancy, having known a parent's care. On our 
return from this curious duck village we went 
to see a floating street, which is only at a short 
distance from Shameen, where rice is sold in 
great quantities. It is difficult to approach it, 
as so many boats crowd round the entrance to 
this floating street, the boat-people bringing their 
baskets to purchase rice. Originally these dealers 
in rice lived in junks which were anchored, boards 
being placed between them' for the sake of o^un* 
munication. They could therefore, at the first 
notice given them of danger, put up sail and go 
off to a place of safety. This happened, to the 
surprise of the English and French, during tha 
war with China, 1859. But since then a large 
fire occurred, and many-have now placed their 
junks on piles driven into the bed of the livei; 
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Howerer fOTenil of the jnnkt forming thii sbreet 
•till float The people belonging to the rioe 
ftoree life entirely in their qneer habitationit 
Few foreignert Titit them, end we had a ftring 
d men and chfldren following ns as we walked 
up and down the atieet. I was Terj much sur- 
priaed to aee pictures from the Illuthraied Idmdam 
Kmc$ in the boat used as a school (for there 
ia a school eren hereX but the people conid not 
wndentand them, one would imagine, as two of 
them were upside down. 

Before I dose my letter, I must tell you that I 
hafe been a Tictim of a wicked conspiracy on the 
part of my husband and the scrrants. You will 
learn from my last letter that I could not be 
pierailed upon to taste the three delicacies of 
eat, dog, and rat prorided at the Chine«e dinner, 
and serred up in the dainty bowls. Well, when 
Henry returned home that night, he said to Mik, 
''Now understand, your missisee must eat cat, 
dog, and rat; you go catchee them, and erery 
morning-time you giTe one piecee to eat tlial 
bieakfast time." Two days passed, and Henry, 
thinking the smrant had forgotten all about his 
order, sat down to breakiast» and I am glad to 
My that the biter waa bitten, for he, as well aa 
€Mr fSriend, partook of a dish of mince, which 
asrfed up with a wall of potatoea. This waa 
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acooiding to Henry's wish, as he thought the 
potatoes^ eerred English fSsshion, would be a good 
disguise. Haring tasted it, and not liking the 
flarour, Henry said, $oUo voc^ to the waiting-boy, 
** What fashion chow-chow this thing? ** and the 
answer was, ^ Belong one piecee dog.* I ate mj 
portion without comment, thinking it calfs head 
minced, but the idea did pass through m j head 
that it was rather high, and I looked towards our 
friend, but he seemed to be enjoying it. The 
following morning another mince was serred up» 
I of which Henry did not partake, but I did not 

notice this. He declares that I helped myself 
twice to it This mince was also disguised by a 
wall of potatoes. On the third morning another 
of these choice dishes, ornamented again with 
potatoes, was handed round, and our friend, who 
had been let into the secret, helped himself liber- 
ally, and declared the dish good. I remained in 
ignorance of what I had eaten until the middle of 
the third day, when the gentlemen burst into a 
fit of laughter, and tdd me of the hoax that had 
been practised upon me^and that I had eaten dog 
the first morning, cat the second, and rat the 
third morning. Does it not show how much, 
there is in imagination? for, had I been told be- 
forehand what the dishes would contain, I could 
not hate swallowed a morsel of their conttnti. 
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LETTER IX. 

CAarox, lUj tSid, 1877. 

Mt dbab Motssh, 

Ths wefttlier is warm and settled now, and 
the iminy season being at length oTer, we no 
kMiger have the troable with onr clotlies that we 
had in AprtL Imagine what it was to hare every* 
thing brooght down from the wardrobes and 
drawers of the bedrooms and pat into the library, 
where a fire was kept homing night and day 
ibr three weeks. Yon know how things look 
when heaped together. I tell Henry tliat the 
library, fall of his dolh-clothes, boots, my dresses, 
etc, has looked like an old clothes shop. The 
heat of the room has been something onendarable. 
I do not know if we hare had an anusually rainy 
season, bat the effect of the damp was rery di^ 
a g reea b le. If yoa pat a pair of boots yoa had 
taken off in the comer of the bedroom, when yon 
looked at them again in two or three days' 
time, yoa foand a thick coating of mildew oTer 
Ibem. The books in our bedroom also became 
Tery damp, and I was obliged to hare them taken 
dowBstain and pot into the hot room. 
The heat of the atmosphere has been nothing 
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to complain of until now, bnt we most expect 
soon to hare the snmmer heat open ni in its fall 
force. We think it ao much better to work rery 
hard at nghtseeing before we are prerented from 
doing 80 hj the arriral of the heat, and 7011 
will judge from mj letters, when thej reach 
yon, that we have not been idle during the 
soTcn weeks we hate been in Canton. Since I 
wrote to 70a we haye been Ter7 bii87» *ucl hare 
seen much that is interesting. One morning we 
went in onr sampan to the Wong^ha sabnrb 
to the temple of Loi-Snn-Taong^ as it is 
there that deyotees resort to receiTe from Loi* 
Sun-Taong communications through the medium 
[| of spiritualistic writing. The gentlemen had 

been oTer to the temple before breakfast, but 
the Tauist priests were not there at the moment, 
as the7 had been up all night at a gentleman's 
house in the cit7 saying pra7ers for the repose 
of a departed souL A Totar7 was waiting at the 
temple for the return of the priests ; and Henry 
and his friend were told that if they came back 
at nine o'clock they would haye an opportoni^ 
of witnessing the ceremony. On learning from 
them that it was impossible to return at that 
hour» the keeper of the temple promised to delay 
the serrice till ten o'dook. Aocordinglyy wm 
went to the temple at the hour appointedt and 
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•akad to wilk into the reopptkm-iooiii.' 
We were mpplied with tea, bat before we had 
time to drink it a monk came in to aay that 
the defotee waa impatient to ask the goda Ibr 
aome infonBataon he much required. We there- 
fote went at oiioe into tlie ahrine, and saw the 
mtmk and the petitioner kneeling before the 
altar. The monk was kneeling in front of the 
defotee. Wax tapers were already lighted, and 
bmning jos sst icka were in the incense-bamers. 
These were gifta from the Totary. Both priest 
and petitioner seemed Terj earnest in their sq{^ 
plieationsL Three minntes, perhaps, were oecnpied 
bj these ptayen^ then both men rose from their 



Onr attention now became abswbed in another 
nook, who had before him on a table a large 
wooden board oorered witb\ sand. He was stand* 
ing bj the altar. A second monk was bj his 
aids^ with pen and paper, to write down the 
message sopposed to be delivered by the god 
whose image stood on the altar. A third monk 
joined the other two^ whoae duty, we learned, waa* 
to explain the message when written. As a 
apiritnalisfift langnage ia the medium employed, 
H leqaires to be translated. This language 
ia auf^poasd not to he understood by the other 
two aaflstaata at thia atrange eeramony.. The 
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chief performer now took hia inttnunent^ which 
was A piece of itiok about a foot in length, 
into hit hand, or rather he balanced it on hia 
two forefingen. It reeemUee a long pen-handle, 
and is made of white wood. From the centre 
below projects a small piece of wood, which writes 
on the sanded board* It altogether reminded me 
of the planchettes so much in fashion a few years 
ago in England. In a few minutes the wooden 
instrument began to more, as was supposed, 
without the help of the monk who held it It 
moTcd up and down on the board, tracing large 
characters on it ; and when the board was marked 
all oTer^ that part of the message was transcribed 
on paper by the monk, the sand was shaken, and 
the board placed again on the table ready for 
the continuation of the writing. This happened 
three times^ the petitioner looking on all the 
while with rapt attention. The fourth time the 
lightly-balanced wooden instrument refused to 
moTe, and the monk said the god had retired. 
When the writing was translated by the third 
monk, it was found to be a message for the 
ibreigneri, and not a word was addressed to the 
poor doTOtee. The paper was handed to u% and 
was translated as follows: ''The god is Tory much 
pleased that the foreigners are present; he holds 
communication with their god, and he knows that 
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ihifj bim eomo to Obma <m a good errsiid.* 
The petitioner then made a second attempt to 
obtain an answer from the god He came to 
the front of the altar, chin-chinned the idol, 
and laid a few words Tory eamestl j. For somo 
time the wooden instmment, which was again 
balanced on the fingers of the monk, remained 
inaetiTo ; then it mored, bat onl j to write a few 
eharacters. When this short message was trans- 
lated to the petitioner, it ran thus : ** The god 
cannot speak to jon to-daj; he wishes yon to 
come another day." The man, to onr surprise,* 
seemed quite satisfied, folded the paper, and pot 
it into his pcoket. fle did not seem to grudge 
his wasted tapers and incense-sticks. The man- 
darins are afraid of this supposed power of holding 
conTOfse with the gods, and say that through 
it the people are enabled to look into futurity. 

Is it not difficult to come to a conclusion about 
it? The monk who acted the chief part did not 
certainly appear to moTo a muscle of his hand 
or arm. If it be a fraud wilfully committed, it 
seems inerediUe that men should giro up the 
world and practise such deceit. Mftk was with 
us^ and when questioned about his belief in this 
qpiritoalistio writing said quietly, ^All belong 
lie pigeon." Is it not wonderftd to find that 
the piaotioe of spiritualism, mesmerism^ calling 
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up the spiritt of the departed, etc^ which at 
present is exciting so much attention in Eniope 
and America, ahonid hare been practised in 
China for manj centories past 

The annnal festival of Eum-Fa has been held 
this week, and on Tuesday we went to the temple 
called Enm-Fa-Min to witness it. This temple 
is situated in the Honam suburb^ on the opposite 
side of the rirer to the city of Canton. Both men 
and women worship this goddess^ but she is more 
especially the tutelary deity of women and children. 
She was, when in the flesh, a natire of Canton, and 
lired about 1470. From early youth she dcToted 
herself to the serrice of the gods, refused to 
marry, and was supposed to hold communion 
with the gods. Becoming weary of the world, she 
committed suicide by drowning herself in a pond, 
which is still shown you, close to the temple. 
Suicide, under certain conditions, is supposed by 
the Chinese to be a meritorious act Search was 
long made for her body, but without success, but 
it afterwards rose to the surface of the water. 
After the body was reoorered from the water, the 
air was redolent with sweet perfume, and an image 
of her is said to have risen to the surbce of the 
pond in which she drowned hersell When wh 
entered the temple, we saw a large gilded idol of 
Eum-Fa behind the chief altar, and at each of the 

I 
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tide altan ten gilded images of her attenduta. 
Thcae women are aoppoaed to preside orer the 
wanta of little ohildien. Each has her Tooation: 
thus one is supposed to soperintend the feedbg of 
new-born babiea; a second to grant male diildren 
to the suppliant praying before her; a third 
teaches children to smile; a fourth teaches childrsn 
to walk ; a fiflh presides orer the ablutions of 
children, and so forth. At this festiral men 
and women come to return thanks to the goddess 
tat the gift of children, which slie is supposed to 
haTO gnmted them during the past year. 

Women too come to beseech her to giTe them 
children, and so to prerent their husbands 
taking other wires. I saw many little ones in the 
temple, and learnt that they had been brought 
by their mothers to be presented to the goddess 
to reoeiTe her blessing. We were not fortunate 
enough to see many ladies, they had most 
probably tisited the temple Tery early in the 
morning, to escape the crowd that would later in 
the day besiege it The women I saw were of 
the lower orders, but amongst them, during our 
Tisit to the temple, were two ladies, beautifully 
dressed (they always come to this festiTal in their 
richest robes to do honour to the goddess), who 
looked shy and nenrou% and who shrank into a 
comer with their attendantSi to wait until the 
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altar was not 80 crowded. Thej seiied a faroar* 
able moment^ preeented their offerings of fmiti 
flowers, and eakes, worshipped the goddess, and 
then retired. In this temple, in an upper room, 
we saw a strange sight. This room is set apart 
as the bedchamber of the goddess, and contains a 
bedstead, coTcrlet, tables, chains toilet serrices, a 
dressing case and manj dresses, all the offerings 
of female derotees to the goddess Kum^Fa. There 
is also a small idol of tlie goddess in this room 
which is used in processions. She ocoapies the 
same position amongst tbe Chmese deities as 
Venus Genitrix held amongst the Roman god- 
desses. The interior of tbe temple was a strange 
sight to mj eyes. Women were chatting with 
each other as they walked about, showing no 
leTereoce for the building. The keepers of the 
temple were dirty-looking men, and it was strange 
to see them sitting at a little table in the centre of 
the temple, taking their meals. The women were 
much pleased to chin-chin me, came close to me, 
examined my dressy asking (as Henry interpreted 
to me) if my watch-chain was gold, and other 
similar questions^ amongst them one suitable to 
the occasion, ** Hafe you a son ? " Women only 
go up to the chief altar. Tbe men collect at the 
lower end of the tumpie and offer their presents 
and their wotship at an altar near the door. I was 

I 2 
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amaiei! at the lise of tome of the offeringB. If en 
ouDe in oarrjingy b J means of bamboo polet retting 
on tbeir thoolden, large red boxes oontaining pigs 
roasted whole, dnmplings coloured redtooeks boiled 
whole with their combs left on their headsi frssh 
lichees^ etCL A table was placed before the seoond 
altar, on which tliese oflferings stood whilst the 
etders of the dan worshipped at the altar. There 
were m or seren elders in their long silk robes, 
with squares of gold embroidery on their chests and 
shoulders, who worshipped in this way. After these 
men had left, and their offerings had been carried 
out of the temple, eight mats were placed before 
the altar, and eight men belonging to another clan 
came forward and knelt upon them. Tlie principal 
man knelt alone some paces in front of the othcn 
immediately before the altar, and he poured out 
a libation of wine three suocessire times from a 
tiny poreelain cup, which be re-filled for the par* 
pose. The men were dressed in long coats of silk 
in Tarious light bright sliades, and silk troussn^ 
and they wore handsomely embroidered shoes. 
Each man did the kau-tau thrice and then torn 
from his knees. The offuings, which had besn 
Iireriously placed upon the altar, were then 
remoTod, carried home, and would serte for a 
feast for the elders of the dan. We oonjeotared 
that a sonhadbesn bom to the chief of this dan 
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daring the put jetr, and that the prinoipal 
memben of it bad ooue to the t«mp1e to retnm 
tbaoks to Eom-Fa for ths bUanng. A. rery old, 
benerolent-kx^iag attendant ctf the olan adraBcwl 
to the mat which had been need bj the principal 
worshipper, did the kaa-tao, and then he alio 
poured oat three libetiona of wine. The old nan 
looked fall of joj, and afterwaidi went roand to the 
etden oongratolsting them, and eaoh member of 
the cUn in turn chin-chinned the faithfol Mrrant. 
It was a toachiog right. There is a great bond 
of affection between the heads of Chinese lamiliea 
and their retainers. All the worshippers 1 saw 
in the temple presented paper money; in the 
case of the poor it was simply pieoea of plain 
whitish brown paper, bat the paper money pre- 
sented by the rich was ornamented with gold and 
ailrer, and done np in shapes to represent ingots. 
This paper money, and paper efBgies representing 
children especially committed to the care of Eam- 
Fa, were set alight and thrown into a large bronia 
incease-bamer in the centre of the temple. Each 
time this was done a dram was beaten, for the pa> 
pose of soaring away all hungry ghosts who might 
be aazioos to seiie the offerings and so deprire the 
goddess of her doe, and the worshipper of her 
faronr. I also saw large painted omaioeotal 
oaodles and bandies of inoense stioks offered at 
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the altar. Sitting at the side of the temple were 
moaioani dre«ed in most gaady red cloakii, which 
were worn orer other garmenta as dirty as they 
eonld be. They made a most deafening noise. 
In front of them stood a long table on which 
were red dnmplings, lichees, etc, for sale, so that 
the worshippers who had not brought any oflTerings 
with them oonld buy them here. A Tory old 
man wearing an official hat acted as master of the 
ceremonies. Some men stood behind a long deal 
oonnter which was placed on the right hand of 
the temple, and on which were paper charms, 
paper mcMiey, and answers to prayers, for sale. 
A worshipper anxioos to obtain some request 
from a god. or goddess takes two pieces of wood in 
bis hand, made in form like a ram's bom, split 
from top to bottom. He kneels down in front 
of the altar, and throws the two pieces of wood 
into the air. Should they both fall on the oonrex, 
or ooncaTC side, it is implied that the god refuses 
to hear the prayer of the Totary. He, howeTer, 
being importunate, throws the pieces of wood into 
the air, until he succeeds in placing the one on the 
conTex, and the other on its concaTe side. It is 
now understood that the god has yielded to his 
importunity, and is prepared to hear his petition. 
He then addresses the god in a Toice inaudible 
to all who may be standing around him, and tells 
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him his requirements. He then risee, and in 
order to obtain the reaponiie of tlie god, takes 
A long cinmlar wooden box from the altar, which 
is filled with small sUps of wood, much resembling 
spelicansy and, again kneeling, jerks the box 
rapidly until one of these narrow slips of wood 
drops out Each is numbered, and the worshipper 
on taking it to the long oounter obtains a printed 
response oorresponding to the number on his parti- 
cular slip of wood. For this oracular response he has 
to pay a few cash. As it is written in most ambig- 
uous terms it requires to be interpreted, and for this 
purpose the Totary takes it to a fortnne-teller, who 
generally sits at the door of the temple, and from 
him reoeires the interpretation on the payment 
of a small sum of money. And thus these fortune- 
tellers ply a busy trade, working on the credulity 
of the people. As we stood by and witnessed 
these ceremonies, we were forcibly reminded of 
the Oracle of Delphi and its dark sayings. 

Whilst we were still in the temple, six or scTen 
Tauist priests (their heads are not wholly shaTcn 
like the Buddhist priests, they wear their long 
tails of hair done up in curious fashion on 
the top of the head, fastened in a knot by 
a wooden comb of a singular pattern) came in 
and arranged themselTes in a half circle before 
the second altar, and offered ap prayers, to the 
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aooompuiment of a bell and some iiiftmiiieDii 
played hj three of their xmrober. Thej ^n 
oocopied in each senrices at intenrals duing thia 
day, praying to Enm-Fa that children may bo 
granted in great numbers to the Chineee natioiiy 
and that her bleenng may rest upon the ohildren. 
Theee prieete wore long red robee richly embfoi- 
dered. The abbot, who was with them, walked 
last, carrying a short croiier. The priests cmn 
duded their senrice by going outside the temple 
and offering prayers to the rirer deities^ to an 
accompaniment of hundreds of fire^srackers. 

The sqrare in front of the temple was mudi 
decorated; a great shed with a mat covering 
had been raised, and the place was brilliant 
with many chandeliers. The latter held innu- 
merable lights, which burned day and night 
There were many frames containing representap 
tioos of Eum-Fa, and of scenes in her life, and 
the puppets in them had wax faces, and mored 
their heads, arms, etc., to the delight of the 
lookers on. Screens, ornamented with beantiAll 
embroidery, paper flowers, and Tarious or nam en t s^ 
had been lent by the gentry tat the ooeasion, 
Kum-Fa is a most popular goddess. 
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LETTER X. 

GAvrav, Umy 80tt^ 1877. 

Mt dear Hotheb, 

I AM glad to 9BJ that I have liad mj great 
wish granted, and hare been admitted into the 
inner family life of a Chinese home. I think you 
will be interested if I give 7011 a detailed aoconnt 
of the afternoon we spent at Howqna*8 house last 
Friday. About eleren o'clock that day seren 
Chinese gentlemen belonging to^ or friends of, the 
Howqua family, called upon us, and amongst them 
was the son of our particular friend, the widower, 
about whom I wrote to you the other day. He 
said that his mother would much like to see 
** Nai-nai,** and asked us if we would call upon her 
that afternoon. I hare not, I think, yet told you 
that a little girl, whose father is European and 
whose mother is Chinese, comes to me erery 
morning, and I teach her, as there is no school 
in Canton to which she can go for instmo- 
tion; she was, I am glad to say, included in 
the iuTitation, and proTcd to be of the greatest 
assistance to me, in acting as interpreter. We 
went to the Howquas* house about three o'clock, 
and were raceired by young Ifr. Howqua. He 
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took OS into the gmrdens and ihowed us the 
garden hoosei, which are naed bj the Chinese aa 
plaoea of reeort in sammer. I was aiitoiiiihed 
to eee two deer confined in a jardy and aome 
gefse in cages on the opposite side of the path. 
Henrj told me that deer, peacocks, and geese* 
are kept because they are supposed to bring Inekt 
and that yoa will find them in most gentlemen's 
grounds. When we returned into the hoiise» I 
was taken through Tarious hallsy through suites of 
roomi^ and at last into a room where a Chinese 
lady received me. She was not the lady I had 
seen previously at this house. After a ten 
minutes' conversationy carried on by the help of 
my little interpreter, the mother of our friend 
Mr. Howqua came into the room accompanied by 
two young ladies, who were very much rougedt 
and had the smallest feet one oould imagine. They 
were tliirteen and fourteen years of age. Tbej 
wore their long, smooth hair in a single plait ; it 
was tied with blue cord on account of mourning 
to€ their sister-in-law. Is it not curious that the 
Chinese look upon blue as a rery triste cokmr? 
The colour they admire is red of all shades^ whieh 
they use on festire oocasiona When we had 
sat some time with the ladies (my little friend 
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and I ; the gentlemen were in a separate room), I 
thought it time to take leaye, but, on rising, I 
was told, to mj great surprise, that a European 
dinner had been prepared for us at four o'clock, 
and that it would soon be ready. We were then 
conducted hj Mrs. Howqua, she leading me by 
the hand, into the room where my husband and 
the gentlemen of the family were assembled* 
Here we found a long table arranged in true 
English style. It was decorated with flowers, 
dessert was on the table, and English knires, 
forks, and glasses, were placed round it No chop- 
sticks were there. Dinner was soon ready, and Mr. 
Howqua placed me on his right hand, Henry on 
his left We found out that he had receired full 
instructions about English manners from Henry's 
Chinese teacher, who lives with our compradore. 
This man was also inrited, and was appealed to by 
Mr. Howqua on all matters of etiquette. Meat of 
all kinds, including pork, ham, duck, etc, was 
well cooked, but it was all senred up cold. - Sherry 
was proTided for us, and I noticed that all the 
Chinese gentlemen present helped themselres to 
it in large quantities. I was much amused at see- 
ing that English table-napkins were placed for 
us, but they were unhemmed. Henry's Chinese 
teacher must hare given minute instructions, for 
a plate came in piled up with large slices of 
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bfOicL Mr. HowqQA helped this bimeelf, giTing 
eieh of as two large slicea. He was most hospi- 
table^ and gate me suoh large portions of food on 
my plate thai I did not know what to da Minnie 
said that he oonstantly complained that I did 
not like what was profided, for I ate so little. 
TeA Chinese gentlemen sat down with us, bat only 
two belonged to the Howqna fiunily. Oar host 
sat at the top of the long taUe, his half-brother 
at the bottom. The tntor of oor host's little 
soo was one of the gaests. When dinner was 
Ofer, Mrs. Howqna stepped into the room and 
qioke to me, saying she hoped I had bad a good 
dinner. She ordered a yoang slaye to fan me, 
and from that moment this poor little girl, eight 
years old, fiinned me vigoroosly with a large palm 
hn which she held in both hands. If she desisted 
for a minate, Mr. Howqaa tamed and frowned at 
her. It was a Inxary mach to be appreciated, for 
the room had become stifiingly hot. There was 
not the slightest Tentilation, excepting by the 
open side of the room far away from the table. 
I nerer saw firait helped in each a boontifiil 
manner, and when we rose from table Mr. 
Uowqoa filled Minnie's handkerchief with peaches^ 
lichees, and oranges. A bottle of cherry brandy 
was pat on table at the end of the repast^ and 
was taken by the Chinese in win^glassful% and 
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After that the natire rose wine was handed, 
is a strong spirit; that which we tasted was two 
years old. The ladies claimed me when dinner was 
OTCTi and Minnie and I letnmed to their apart* 
ments. I was then taken by Mrs. Howqna (her 
position is somewhat diflScnlt to explain to yon, 
as she is the third of the widows still liring of 
the late Mr. Howqoa) to pay my respects to the 
small-footed widow of old Mr. Howqna. 8he 
ranks as the first lady in the hoose^ and is 
treated with marked deference by the other 
widows and wires liying in this large patri- 
archal establishment My friend is a large- 
footed woman, but she ranks high among the 
widows, being the mother of a son. She did not, 
however, sit down in the presence of the small- 
footed lady, for before doing so it is etiqnette for 
her and the other ladies of the household to wait 
for an invitation. The old lady gave me tea and 
sweetmeats, and questioned me in the same manner 
as the other ladies had done prsTioosly, as to my 
age, how long 1 had been in the country, etc. 
Every ornament I had on was taken off and 
handled by the old lady, who asked me how 
much each had cost, whether my watch-chain 
was true gold, the price of my dress, my hat, and 
a string of similar questions. After my visit was 
ended I was taken to another suite of rooms to 
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■ee ta old aiut of Mr. Howqiut'^ who was Torj 
ilL She was on tho bad, and looked a rery old 
voflMB. Here I agaio underweDt the tame ex* 
aminatinn aa to age^ eta, Taloe of the omamenta 
I voie, and ao Ibrtb. I had to aip another oop of 
tea, and frmt waa handed to ma You eannot 
imagine the aiae of Chineae dwelliDg« belong- 
ing to rich fiuniliea. They are in (act a nam* 
ber of honaea nnder one roof, having aeparate 
kiteben% aoitea of room% and gardens. Haying 
paid theae visita of oeremooy, my firiend took me 
into a bedroom, where she and her daaghtera 
aleepi Chineae ladiea spend moch of their time 
in their bedrooms* and take their meals in the 
airimm upon whioh the bedrooms open. This 
bedroom, in which we took seats, hsd no win* 
dows and no door, one side of it being open to 
the imflunum. There were two oarred wooden 
bedsteads in it, two or three native chests of 
drawers, and Uack wood furniture. Mrs. Howqna 
showed me with OTident pride a large portrait 
in oils of herself, taken in full costume as a 
high mandarin's wife, and therefore entitled to 
wear a court dresi^ hat, and red button, and a 
jadestooe necklace. She spoke of her son's 
widowhood, and told me he would marry agaio 
in two or three moons. I chatted with the 
ladiea for about aa boor, my little friend havnig 
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xnnch diiBoiiltj id translating quickly enough 
what the different ladies said to me, and mj 
answers to tliem. I was Tory mnch interested 
in watching their manners, and much amused with 
the two young girls, who were evidently rery 
vain of their small feet— golden lilies, as the 
Chinese call them. When they sat down they 
put the tiny deformed feet a little forward out 
of their trousers, so that I could see the beautifully 
embroidered shoes not more than three inches in 
length, looking less than this, as the toe of the shoe 
is brought to a sharp point, llie girls often changed 
their position into one not so elegant They 
crossed their legs and took one of their tiny feet 
into their hands and sat like this some ten minutes 
or more at a time. Their trousers, which are 
extremely wide, when seen like this are most 
inelegant You would have been amused to see 
me as I walked from room to room, my band held 
by my hostess, a slave girl holding up my dress 
behind me. My long dress was evidently looked 
upon by them as a train, for Chinese ladies 
wear a tunic, short skirt beneath, and long 
trousers showing perhaps a quarter of a yard below 
the skirt, and so no part of their dress touches 
the ground. I began at length to feel very tired, 
t\ye atmosphere of the bedroom was so dose, and 
the exertion of perpetually smiling and looking 
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plBtiat» wiUmrt bring able to ezpre« a woid of 
what I fait without an mtarpreter, was Tory 
irrhamring, I rota to pot on my hat, but befbro I 
eonld do an^ one of the hdies todk it and pat it on, 
and alto tried on my ek)aL Yon eannot imagine 
howetiange tliis Cbineae lady looked in the Enro- 
peaa hat and cloak. Theladiea in the southof China 
never wear any oorering on their heads, their liair 
being fiilly dressed and ornamented with flowers 
(artificial or natural), and pearl ornaments, jade- 
stone, silver and gold hair^pins^ when they leare 
their homes to pay Tisits. Yonng girls for fnll<dress 
gild their hair. I did not know before I arriTed 
at Canton that the ladies in the soath of China 
never appear in the streets excepting in covered 
chairs, which completely screen them from riew. 
The only exception to this is in the case of the 
wives of high officials, who sit in their chairs 
with the curtains withdrawn from the glass 
windows, and so are risible to all as they pass 
through the streets to pay their visits of state. 
But to return to my friend, whom I left admiring 
herself before the glass in her di^guiie of European 
hat and cloak. She was much pleased with her- 
self tud asked me if I would let her try on 
my dresi, and oflered to dress me in her 
garments. I was too tired to comply with this 
rsqnest, so diook my head^ and said I mual take 



FOUBTKEN MONTHS IN OAKTON. 120 

my leare. My horteai again took ehavge of me, 
and oondaoted me to the geDtlemen'i room to re- 
join ay hosband. She then aooompanied ma to 
the onter hall, where oar chairs were waiting for 
OS, and she and our heat took a mott cordial 
farewell of ns, aakisg as to repeat our Tiait aa 
•oon aa poiatble. 



LETTEB XL 

Cumm, JoM lOlh, 1877. 

Ht deau Motheb,' 

I BPEiTT a very interesting morning yeater- 
day, and I hasten to describe what I saw, aa 
I think yoa will be amosed to hear aboat it 
Henry's Chinese teacher is instracted by him to 
let OS know wheoever any festival or anything of 
interest is about to take place. He eame in to 
the library early yesterday morning to tell Henry 
that the festival of the god of medidae, 7enk- 
Wong, was to be celebrated that day. Unlbrta- 
uately, Henry was engaged, as he had promised 
to take a toarist from Earope into the dty. He 
was BO anxiooa I shoald not lose the sight, that 
he suggested I sbonld be escorted to the temple 
by Ohong-Sbing, the teacher. So we started as 
soon as possible in two chairs, and made oar way 
to the Teok-Wong-Uio. Tbe Inrtbday <tf the god 
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it odebnted %t this festifal, and ihetopentitioiit 
people are tongbt tobelieTe that he goes out Terjr 
early in the morning of this day to the moontaina 
to gather herb^ which he oaes in the medicinea 
that he preparaa for his dck defoteei. Aathedi^ 
tanoe to the monntaini is greats and the weaUier 
hot at this aeason^ Yeok-Wong is sappoaed to be* 
oome tired and oTer-heated from his long eseiir* 
sion. Therefore his temple is crowded all day by 
worshippers (chiefly women), who go to it froos 
dami to late at night to fan the idoL The 
temple was erected A.D. 1655, and containa a 
large figure of Tenk-Wong, which ia plaoed 
behind the principal altar on a raised dais^ 
Steps lead np to the idd; on each side of it 
stand fire effigies of men who^ when alive^ 
were celebrated for their knowledge of medicine 
and for skill in its practice. We arriTed too lata 
at the temple to see the lady doTOtees^ who go 
there Tery early in the morning. The temple^ 
when we were there, was crowded with woman of 
the lower class ; some were ascending the steps 
OB one side of the dais on which the immeoaa 
idol rests ; others were standing in front and at 
tlie sides of the idol itself, ianning it with the 
greatest solemnity of manner. Others hafiag 
performed their acts of deToti<m» waiw d^ 
seending the stairs leading Ixom the daisL Ika 
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women buy fans at the door of the temple, and 
when fanning the god stand in a reverent posture. 
Baying words of prayer to him, asking him to keep 
them and their fumilies from Bickness. They 
were doing what my heathen friend in his pigeon- 
English called "ehin-cbinuiap Joss," I saw one 
woman who bent with great devotion each time 
she raised her fan ; she hod a child strapped on 
her back, for whom she was most likely inter- 
ceding, perhaps asking Yeak-Wong to preierva 
it from infantile diseases daring the ensuing year. 
Little cliildreo I also saw fanning the idol. The 
Chinaman who was with me seemed to believe 
in the power of the god, and told me seriously, 
" He too muchee tired for alio thing he do for 
that sick man." Some of the women presented 
the fans to the god after tising them, and laid 
them on bis lap, witich was in fact covered with 
^ fans and artificial Bowers, evidently the gifts of 
■^ grateful patienta. I saw others carrying their 
fans home, which they considered blessed by the 
. god. When any member of their families is sick, 
'J:they use these particular fana, to tan the invalid, 
^beliflTing that • b«aling rirtae is in than. Tb« 
temple is tmall and very dirty. Od one side of 
,' it there is a long ooonter, behind which medioinaa 
i arranged in jars, and together with Tarioos 
V an Mid to the freqoeaten of tb* tampl^ 
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and are raoeired bj them as oomiiig from Yenk* 
Wong himaalf. The women remained abont an 
hour moie or lens, fanning the idol all the time ; 
they then did obeisance to him snd retired. 
They presented psper monej and incense-stieks 
to the god before they left the temple. 

We had now seen the whole ceremony, so we 
got into oor chairs. Scarcely had we gone a 
few yards before my chair was suddenly placed 
on the gnmnd. I presumed that my guide had 
met with a friend, as his chair was not following 
mine. I could not ask, so I patiently sat still, 
and I became the object of the greatest curiosity 
to a crowd of men and boys. The latter pushed 
their faces into my chair in their anxiety to see 
me; whereupon one of the chair coolies came 
forward to put up the blind in front of me. As 
it was, I felt suffocated from the heat of the 
summer day, my chair being endostrd on three 
si<les by green curtains, so I would not allow my 
only air-hole to be taken from me. llie chair 
coolie then said, eridently surprised at my bold- 
ness, ** More better my shuttee, then no man see 
you."* An elderly man came fom-ard from the 
cruwd, who had until now indulged himself in 
staring at me to his heart's content, and oidersd 
the crowd to more away. They all obeyed him 
at 000% and I felt the bensAl of the great ie?w> 
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ence and obedience paid in China to the elders 
hj all the jnnion. If the children are too noisy 
in the street^ or in a temple, they beoome quiet 
immediately when remonstrated with by an elder. 
Apropos of Henry's Chinese teacher, I mui^t tell 
you that he is a man full of conceit, especially 
vain of his knowledge of English. He comes 
into the library eyery morning after breakfast to 
give Henry his lesson in Chinese ; and if I am in 
the room, he advances towards me^ his full round 
face beaming with self-complacency, and shakes 
hands with me in European £Ashion, saying ^ How 
you do, 8art** On our way home from the 
temple we passed by one of the cat and dog caf(Ss. 
I have not yet told you that Henry took me into 
one of them the other day, and I thought the 
owner of it was disappointed as we did not order 
a dish of either of the delicacies he had for salct 
This restaurant is known to the Chinese by the 
nameof ^hoon-Hang-Eau-lIaau-Tuuk-Poo. This 
signifies, Whoon-Hang, the sign of the shop ; Esu, 
dog ; Maan, cat ; Yuuk, flesh ; Poo^ eating-house. 
I saw many joints of dog in the front of the shop 
to tempt passers-by, which looked to my eyes 
exactly like the joints of a sucking-pig. There 
was a kitchen-range with pots and pans in this 
small shop, waiting for a savoury stew or hash 
to be ordered by a onstomer. A small plaoaid 
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WM filed up, ^V^g (^ Henry tranaUtad it to 
mt) that good black cat's flesh was alway* 
ready here. Tlie black cat is much more 
priied lor food than any otlier of the feline 
race. We went up the stairs leading to the 
aakwn, where several small dining tables were 
placed. At one of these tables we saw a man 
with a little basin full of a steaming stew. Henry 
went up to liim and said, ** iUau ? ** (cat), and he 
answered ^'Yaa'* (yes). It had a rery dark 
appearance (warranted black cat| I should think), 
and had a most savoury smelL On the wall a 
bill of (are was placed, stating the cost of a repast 
of dog and cat Henry had this bill of fare 
translated for him, by one of his Chinese totors, 
twelve years ago. This is the correct rendering 
of it :* ** One tael of black dog's flesh, eight cash ; 
.... one tael weight of Uack dog's iat, three 
IcAndmreens of silver; one Urge basin of black 
cat's fl«ah, one hundred cash ; one small basin 
of black cat's flesh, fifty cash ; one large bottle of 
common wine, thirty-two cash ; one small bottle of 
common wine, sixteen cash ; one large bottle of 
dark rice wine, sixty-eight cash ; one small bottle 
of dark rice wine, thirty-four cash ; one large bottle 
of plum wine, sixty-eight casli ; one small bottle of 
plum wine, thirty-four cash ; one largi bottle of 
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pear wine, tixty-eight cash ; one small bottle of 
pear wine, thirty-four cash; one large bottle 
of Tien-tsin wine, ninety-six cash; one small 
bottle of Tien-tsin wine, forty-eight cash ; one 
basin of oongee, three cash ; one small plate of 
pickles, three cash ; one small sancer of ketchnp, 
or vinegar, three cash ; and one pair of black cat's 
eyesi three kandareens of silrer/' These restau- 
rants are crowded at the celebration of the Ha* 
chiy or festival of the summer solstice, by men of 
all ranks. To eat dog's flesh, especially black 
dog's flesh, on that day, is to secure the eater 
against sickness for the rest of the summer. A 
strange sight I saw this morning on passing by 
the Namhoi prison, and one of a very painful 
nature. Many human beings were confined in a 
small enclosed space, which was barred. These 
poor wretches were closely packed, and the look 
of the place reminded me of what I had read of 
the Black Hole in Calcutta. These unfortunates 
are condemned to wear cangues^ or large wooden 
collars, which differ in weight and siie. In hot 
weather these must prove a torture to these 
prisoners, whose oflTence is one of petty larceny 
only. They can scarcely lie down, and jostle 
against each other as they force their way to the 
bars of their cell to get nearer to the stranger 
visiting the place. They hold out their emaciated, 
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dirtj hands between the \mn, and cry oat in- 
cewjntly, '"Kimishawy KamshAw.'* It is a Md 
sight — these hnmsn beings shut up in a cage. 
Hany die from this painful ponishment daring 
the sommer. In the square in front of the Nam* 
hoi prison, I saw numbers of prisoners exposed to 
scorn, who wore long chains round their necks^ 
to which heaTj weights were attached, to prerent 
tlie possibility of escape. There are Tarieties in 
this kind of punishment, but the object of the 
whole is that these men should be held up to 
the scorn and derision of all who pass this way. 
They are allowed to pursue their trades in the 
street I saw some who were working as Aot* 
makers. When they caught sight of us they 
stood up, took their chains in their hands, 
dragging their weights of iron or stone behind 
them as they shuffled along towards us» and begged 
us in piteous Toices for kumshaws. I have just 
recei?ed a tisit from the American consul's wife, 
who lives oo tlie other side of the creek, in the 
western suburb of Canton. From her windows a 
▼ery busy crowd is always to be seen ; and one 
day last week, as she was looking out of one of 
the windows, she saw a man in the street who 
had a shawl tied round him. From this shawl 
pseped out three little heads. A crowd of wosma 
'gathersd round this amn, the shawl wu umf 
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done, and Uie poor little baby girls were paseod 
round from one woman to another to be ex- 
amined. Then the bargaining began ; the high- 
est bidder oflfered fi?e cents for one of the little 
creatures, but the man demanded six cents, and 
refused to sell either of the inftnts under this 
price. 

He eventually walked off from the spot with- 
out meeting with a purchaser for his tender 
human freight The Ohinese are not altered in 
this respect, a father looks upon the birth of a 
female infiEtnt as a misfortune, a bitter diaappmnt- 
ment When some of the mandarins have called 
upon us who can speak a little pigeon English, 
and Henry has asked either of them how many 
children he has, he has answered as the case may 
be, *' Three," or "* four piecee." Then Henry will 
say, ** How many piecee girls,** and probably the 
answer will be, ''Two** or ''three piecee girls.** 
They have not been even counted in the number 
of the family. A wife who only has daughters 
is never a favourite, and if she be a first and 
small-footed wife this is a great source of sorrow 
to her, as she knows that her husband will take a 
second wife. In the latter case a man can make 
the choice himself and generally selects a slave 
or a woman from the humbler walks of li£% who 
has not contracted liset. If he choose a slave he 
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pajs a eertain •om of money to the owner to 
redeem lier. The eeoond, third, or other wife has 
therefinre a greftter chance of being loyed than the 
one who^ as firat wife, is always selected for the 
young man by his parents^ and whom he has not 
been permitted to see nntil the marriage day, in 
fiMi mitil she has been broaght to his home. An 
inferior wife takes a subordinate position in the 
boQse^ and scarcely attains to the tme rank and 
dignity of a wife until' she becomes a mother. 
If the husband choose, he can raise one of these 
extra wi?es to the first position on the death of 
the small-foole«i head wife ; but this is rarely done. 
The heat of summer is now upon us, and I 
can speak from experience of the peculiar, un- 
pleasant, damp heat that is one's constant com- 
panion night and day. Still I do not suffer as 
some appear to do from tbedimate. I riseat half- 
past six and am occupied with my little friend 
from eight o'clock until prayers in the church at 
nine. After breakfast we hare some more lessons, 
and then Henry sometimes takes us out sightseeing. 
We call our sampan, and as Henry knows erery 
creek be can direct our boat's crew to any spot 
where be wishes to land. Often he sends the 
sampan round to some other creek to await us. 
It seems to me so curious, these boat people are 
eomtmi to wait any length of time for us and 
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chaif^e nothiDg for their time, only expecting the 
fare to and from the place of destination. Henry, 
from his many years' residence in China, was so 
accnstomed to this arrangement that, soon after 
his arrival in England, he took a cab from the West 
End to the City, and kept it waiting some two 
hoars or more. He was much surprised when a 
large fare was demanded, one item being, of 
course, for the length of time the cab had .waited 
for him. The fiamily who belong to the sampan 
we hire have seldom, if oyer, been beyond that 
part of the river which is immediately facing 
Canton ; they have neyer ascended the creeks, 
and sometimes look very angry when they are 
made to go farther than they wisL We make 
various excursions up these creeks, landing at 
pretty spots, and having our tea prepared in 
the boat and brought on shore to us. How you 
would laugh, and how English servants would 
grumble, at our arrangements. A tray containing 
a teapot, milk jug, and cups and saucers, is placed 
at the end of the sampan ; a tin of butter, bread 
and knives are put into a basket, also a bundle of 
firewood. But I have forgotten the chief ingre- 
dient, which, besides the tea, is necessary for our 
comfort, and that is a bottle of fresh water. The 
river water is simply unfit to be taken in any 
way, and one day that our boy had forgotten to*- 
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teke the freih w»ter» and we were obliged to try tbe 
rifer water, the tee,M far m I was oonoemed, was 
thrown awaj. I sbonld like jou to picture our 
little party starting for onr excursions either 
eariy in the morning or in the afternoon — ^Henry, 
myself and Minnie, onr old coolie, and one of 
the waiting-boys, who looks after oar tea. Eren 
the boys know nothing of the country close to 
Canton. The people at the places where we land 
are mnch interested in os, and on the whole 
are Tery polite. Sometimes children will raise 
the old obnoxioQs cry of Tanqni** (foreign 
deril) when they mn after ns, bat Henry rebnkes 
them and qoietd them by telling them he will 
take them befcwe the mandarin if they persist 
in applying that word to as. 

I cannot say much for the walks aboat Canton. 
We have taken sereral, but we cannot walk two 
abreast, and so we go along in Indian file. The 
chief walks we have tried hare been amongst the 
paddy fields. The economy of the Chinese pre- 
▼eots their wasting land on roads, so you hare 
only narrow footpaths on raised banks, broad 
enough generally for one person. These paths are 
in some cases pared with granite, which is roughly 
cut in all shapes and siies, so if you are not careful 
you are apt to stumUei When a chair comes 
aloag these paths and has to pass you, it is a 
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difficalt matter, and I had to dimb up a bank, a 
few days ago, to get out of the way of one of them. 
We have a most faithful little follower in a new 
purchase we hare made. When we were at the 
Fa-ti gardens some days ago^ a number of dogs 
sprang towards us barking furiously, which is the 
habit of these Chinese dogs. Their bark is worse 
than their bite, for all their enmity ends in noise. 
The Chinese cuff them and kick them with their 
high soled shoes to keep them quiet. Amongst 
this party of dogs a sweet-looldng little puppy 
came forward and looked at us in a most friendly 
manner. I was smitten with him at once, and we 
asked the owner of the garden what he would 
take for him. He said, ^ Three hundred cash,'' 
which we promised to send him by our coolie (we 
never catry money about with us), so the pur- 
chase was concluded, and I carried my pet off in 
my arms. This little dog is a full yellow in 
colour ; he has a longish curly coat^ a black tongue, 
and a black roof to his mouth. When he is older 
be will hsTe a long bushy tail curling orer his 
back. He evidently prefers foreigners to his own 
countrymen. This is not the case with another 
puppy lately given to us by a friend* He is only 
happy with the servants, seems to hate our sooietyy 
rushes into our room when we are at dinner, takes 
what we offer him, and bolts out of the room 
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•gMi. If his mannen do not improTe» we shall 
make him a praaent to one of his beloTod oomi- 



LETTEB XIL 

OAmm, J«M latk, itn. 
Ut veam Motheb, 

A TNBT carious festival was obMrred here 

on the 15th inst ; it was held on the rirer, and ao 

Shameen was mneh resorted to on that day. The 

Ohinese» who ordinarily are not admitted into our 

settlement, unless they hare aome business to 

transact with foreigners, are allowed to come 

info Shameen for this festivalt and a great num* 

ber arailed themselres of this permission last 

Friday. A detachment of the Chinese city guard 

was sent by the mandarins to keep order. This 

singular festifal is in honour of Wat- Yuen, who 

lired more than 2000 yean ago. He was prime 

minister to a soTweign who ruled over one of 

the three kingdoms into which China was divided 

at that time. This king was a most profligate 

prinoe^ and Wat-Yoen remonstrated with him 

again and again on his condnct^ but without 



At last Wai*Yuen, despairing to eflSwt any 
veCona, rrsolved to commit suicide ; this being 
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considered an honourable act under the circum- 
stances. 

He therefore threw himself o?er a bridge and 
IV as drowned. Some fishermen who were in a boat 
close to the spot saw him fall into the water, and 
tried to recover the body. But they oould not 
find it, nor were the people more successful on the 
following day, who went in great numbers to seek 
for the corpse. They threw rice into the riyer, so 
that the fish might eat it, and not touch the body, 
on idea prcTailing amongst the Chinese that the 
soul of a man is much grieyed if the body which it 
inhabited be at all mutilated. Since then, yearly, 
[ on the anniversary of the day on which Wat-Yuen 

committed suicide, a festival has been observed, 
during which dragon boats go up and down the 
rivers, full of men who are supposed to be searching 
for his body. 

But I must describe these curious dragon boats 
to you. They are of great length, and are ex- 
tremely narrow ; they are painted in very bright 
colours, red and gold predominating, and are orna- 
mented at the bow with the head of a dragon 
painted in gaudy colours, and at the stem they 

' carry the tail of the dragon. Someof these boats 

are constructed to carry sixty, some eighty, some 

I a hundred men. Those who propel the boats use 

short paddles, most energetically throwing the • 
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water high into the air on raising them. They of 
course sit down in the boat Between the rowers 
a number of men, dressed in most ornamental, 
embroidered clothes, stand, making wild gestures, 
and shouting as they go along. Some of them 
beat gongs, others drums, to gire time to the 
rowers, and by this continuous sound you know 
when a dragon boat is anywhere in your neigh- 
bourhood. 

One man in the bows of the boat wares a flag 
wildly, others imitate the action of throwing rice 
into the river as an offering to the manes of Wat* 
Yuen. The noise accompanying the dragon boat is 
supposed to frighten and to drive away all evil 
spirits and to prevent the fish from preying upon 
Wat* Yuen's body. Along the centre of the boat 
are bright^coloured umbrellas, flags, banners, etc. 
The crews are frantic with excitement, and present 
a very wild effect. These dragon boats belong to 
different villages and dans, and the expense of 
each is defrayed by the particular village or clan 
to which it belongs. 

After the festival is over the boats are sunk 
in the muddy beds of creeks^ and are not taken 
up until the following dragon festivaL Accom- 
panying each large boat are six or seven smaller 
ones, which have similar flags at their prows^ 
and contain membezi of the dan to whom the 
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Urge boat bekwigi. In the leediog boat of tlie 
nix or eeTaii smell boata» a man blowi contiDiuiUT 
vpon a coodi sbelL The dragon boats from their 
peculiar ounstmotion mn greet risk% end oft«i 
some accident tidies plaoe daring these festiTals. 
The obsenrance of this feast is nniverssl thiongh- 
oot the empire. It was not well obserred this 
jear owing to the floodsi which rendered the river 
very dangerous. 

We took our Mmpsn and remained on the riter 
nearly the whde day, witnessing the festival from 
Tarions points. 

Wlien we were in fhe Woog-Sha oreek, which 
is in (act a water street with houses on each side 
iMiilt cm stakes, we met one of tbe<e dragon boats. 
Whetlier the men purposely threw up their 
paddles with grealer force than usual as they 
pasi«d us, I do not kuow, but we had a oomplete 
shorn er-bath and were wet tlirough. Yesterday 
another heathen fSestiral wss obserred at a jdaoe 
celled Uwang-Chu-Kee, about four miles up the 
river, at which we were present As a ruls^ the 
Chinese at this festival resort to a temple about 
five days* journey from Canton, to worship Luung* 
Uoo^ the dragon's mother ; but this year, in eoiise 
quenee of the floods caused by part of the rivw^s 
bank giving way on the western branch of the 
CsntoA Biver, and the immensely strong eunwta 
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caused by the recent heaTj rains, the worshippers 
of Luung-Hoo resorted to one of her temples 
situated at Hwang-Ghu-Eea 

This temple is Tery small, and could not ac- 
commodate a large crowd of worshippers, so a laige 
mat tent had been erected, and a small idol of the 
goddess had been carried into it to receiye the 
homage of her Totaries. Numbers of large house 
boats passed us on tlieir way up the riyer to Hwang* 
Chu-Eee. These boats are yery handsome, being 
gaily painted and canred. They are most com- 
modious, and are] used by Chines families when 
going into the interior of the country. They were 
gaily decorated with flags and lanterns, the latter 
bearing the names and titles of the families who 
had hired them. Some of these boats contained 
men only, others women* I was much interested 
in watching the latter as we passed close under 
the stem of their house boats. Some of the ladies 
were beautifully dressed, and their heads were 
decorated in full with flowers, real or artificiaL 
There were crowds of female attendants with the 
ladies. The separation of sexes in public is 
rigidly obseryed in the south of China. A father 
would not like to be seen with his daughter in 
the streets, nor a husband with his wife. The 
Europeau custom of men and w(»nen walking 
together is not understood, and when European 
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or American ladief are teen lioldiDg the arma of 
their male eompanioms it ia an abomination to the 
Ciiineae. Henry and I are most particolar, and 
wlien we enter a Chinese house, we do not speak 
together, nor sit near each other, fearing to 
transgress the strict mle of Chinese etiqnette on 
this point 

We hud mnch difficulty in arriring at the 
temple of Lnong-Moo, as the current was so 
strong; and tlie boatwoiuen of the sampan we 
had hired could scarcely make way against it» 
in fact at one time it was only by clinging on 
to the trunks of the trees that were near us that 
the wcimen sorcee<1ed in pushiug the boat along. 
We were really going orer the fields, which owing 
to the inundation are in many places ooTered with 
water. We took three hours at least to do the 
distance of four miles. Crowds of women were 
assembled in the mat house I hare mentioned. 
Some wore dark or light blue silk tunics, which 
were much embroidered ; many others were quietly 
dreised in blue or prune coloured cotton clothes. 
Chinese ladies often go to these ceremonies Tery 
Mmply dnsssed, as they can thus pass unnoticed 
in tlie crowd. I could not in Tery many casea 
distinguish the mistresses from their attendants. 

It was a sight to see the gaily decorated heads 
of many of the ladies; they are particularly partial 
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to the sweet-smelling Arabian jessamine, which 
they place down the sides of the teapot-shaped 
coiffure. What strikes one so much when one 
sees such a gathering as the present is the want 
of Tariety in the colour of the hair, eyes^ and 
complexion of the Chinese. The goddess Lnong^ 
Moo lived in the fifteenth century, and the only 
thing for which she appears to haye been cele- 
brated is the Tain supposition that she gave birth 
to a dragon instead of a child. The heat was 
intense in the temporary temple, and was much 
increased by the large fire in the incense burner, 
*;>J which was incessantly fed by paper offerings. 
The ladies were mr>st polite to me, smiled, nodded, 
and seemed as if they would like to have had 
|V^ a chat with me. From the temple we went into 
the village of Hwang-Chu-Eee, and Henry took 
*y;| tne into the large ancestral hall, in front of 

^>; which, iu December 1847, six of our countrymen, 

; I young merchants, were murdered. They went up 

[■^ the river and landed at this Tillage, and, after a 

l;i?^ walk of some Atc or six miles, they returned to 

^ the Tillage in order to rejoin their boat. They 

J were seized, confined in the ancestral hall, and, 
after an examination had taken place before the 
elders, were put to death. As the bodies, when 
recovered by the community at Oanton, pre- 
sented a most mutilated appearanoe, there was 
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ereiy reawm to sappoM that thej had beeo 
ernelly tortured before xeceiTing the eoiip d§ 
fries. Fi?e Chioete were afkerwardi beheaded 
for tliiB criiQe, on the rilkge green of Hwaag-Chn- 
Kee, in the preeenoe of a rompanj of HJL 99th 
Begiment, which was sent from Hong-Kong to be 
present at the eiecntion. Aa the condemned 
men were gagged, it was thought that thej were 
not the perpetrators of the murder, bat rather 
some maleiiM^rs nnder sentence of death for 
other crimes. At that time a yerj bad feeling 
existed on the part of the Chiuese towards all 
foreigners. Henry's Chinese teacher accompanied 
us on this excursion, and remained with us whilst 
we were in the temple, but when we proceeded 
towards the Tillage he was non €$t. We met 
him again on our return to the boat. Henrj, 
know ing full well tliat the man was a coward, and 
feared to be seen with the foreigners in tlie 
Tilliige, asked him whj he had not accompanied 
ns. His ready answer, giren with the inrariable 
smile of self satisfaction, was, ^ That Tillagee too 
muchee dirty, my no likee walkee.** I have for> 
gotten to mention that mothers who have eligible 
daughters worship the goddess Luung-Moo^ P^7* 
ing her to grant them good soos>in*law. On 
our way home, as we approached the oonfioes of 
the city, we noticed that one of the boats nsed 
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for worship looked unusually gay, and we drew up 
by the side of it, and went on board. We were 
told that one of the young men belonging to the 
riTer population was celebrating his wedding festi- 

\ yities on this boat, and we saw a long table at the 

end of it which was oovered with yarious offerings^ 
consisting of a pig roasted whole, coloured dump- 
lingSy dyed eggs, etc. These edibles were to 
form the feast in the evening, and we were 
inrited to remain and partake of the good things. 

[,;i Musicians were placed on a raised platform at 

l^J the prow of the boat; tbey immediately com- 
' ^M menced playing in our honour, and made such a 
^ [ .3 din as was truly deafening with their gong, drum, 

ilm shrill pipe, and another wind instrument. The 
bridegroom sat at this end of the boat, apart from 
his bride, who stood amongst the women by the 
table. I was disposed to pity the poor man, think- 
ing he must have had the drum of his ear nearly 
broken by the noisy instruments ; but he looked 
serene and placid, and perhaps enjoyed the noisy 
music The women handed me a cup of tea, and 
gave to Minnie some eggs made in sugar and 
coloured, very similar to our Easter eggs. They 
had been offered to the goddess Eum-Fa, in hopes 
that she would grant a male child to the newly- 
wedded pair. Having drank our cups of tea, 
we rose to take leave* I chin-ohinned the 
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women, and they retained the aslate to me, 
eontuiiiiDg to do lo from the bowi of their 
boftt (which was at anchor) as we rowed off 
towards home. I do not think I hate de- 
scribed the floating temples, as these boats nsed 
for religioiis worsliip may be justly called. It is 
in them thatall religious ceremonies for the popiH 
lation on the water take place. They are coo* 
stantty pausing np and down the river, and as 
they pass yon see the altar, a long table for offer* 
ings» and the attendant priests who are chanting 
some especial s«r?ice. On a ma^ringe occasioi 
they are rery bright, nith lanterns and gay 
flags. At other time*, when prayers are being 
said for the dead by priests engaged for that 
porpose, tiie flsgs and banners are white and bine. 
I think the rirer is most fascinating, and I per* 
petually see something fresh and attractire on it. 
The passenger boats, with their large dark brown 
sails in the shape of a batterfly's wings, are my 
especial delight. They look so grand as they 
sail sk>wly down the centre of the river. If the 
tide is strong and against them, they creep an 
dose as possible to the river walL From cor 
windows these large sails look so strange, as they 
rear their heads above the banjran-irees qoitedoae 
to ov hoQse. Boats containing everything for 
the nse of the wateiwpopnlatioQ ply about tba 
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river. Thus you see a floating greengrocer with 
vegetables and froity looking very picturetque as 
they are exposed to view. Then comes a floating 
fishmonger, a floating florist, a floating vendor of 
firewood, or a floating potter. Then a small boat 
passes you with a barber inside it, who plies his 
trade amongst the river-popnlation only. A 
small boat, whose approach is made known by 
tlie tinkling of a bell, contains a doctor for the 
boat-people. The large floating kitdiens are 
very peculiar, being, as their name denotes, for 
the use of those whose requirements exceed the 
limited space in their own boats. One also sees 
poor dingy boats which are kept for the use of 
conveying the dead to their burial. And, yet 
again, there is a peculiar class of boats belonging 
to lepers, who can never mix with other men ; 
and a piteous sight it is to see this afflicted 
race cut off* from communion with their fellow- 
creatures. These lepers belong to the river- 
|K)pulation. Flower boats are not so numerous 
on this river as they used to be, and I am 
disappointed with them. The entrance to the 
saloon, which is high and lias a very deep 
covered roof^ is much carved, and sometimes 
painted in bright green and gold. As we 
liave often passed down the river aflter sunset, 
which is now at seven o'clock, I have again 
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•ad agui MMi tliate boats tUuminatad. Tbere 
wn leTend ia a row, and they look wery gay 
and bright at night I hare been amaaed 
wHh the number of floating hotels^ which are 
aaoboied together in a Taet concoortei in &ct 
theee boats toirm stie^ on the water. They are 
extremely nsefol to the people; for sappose a 
passengfr boat fiom the oonntry should arrive 
late^ those traToUing -in it cannot enter into tlie 
etty of Gsnton^ Ibr, as yon are aware» the dty is 
shut up by many gates and barricades at nine 
o'doeky and no Chinese can pam through them 
after that hour. Barricading the streets at night 
is one of the strangi-st and most Oriental costoms 
pmctised here. Foreigners are permitted to pan 
through most of the barricades at nighty bat it is 
a great labour to do so ; yon hare, eren if it be 
tolerably early, say ten o'clock TJL9 to aronse the 
watchman, who sleeps on a bench by the gate. 
Toa must then call oat that you are foreigners^ 
and wait some minates for the man to bestir him* 
seUl The onCutening and remoring the grsat 
wooden bars, to let you pass thruugb, is a work 
of time. When we hare been out some distance 
sightseeing, and feel tired, these gates and barriers 
are a trial to our patieaoe. To-day is the Ohinses 
Midsummer Day, called Ha-ohi» and a teryourious 
I, as I haTe preTiously told you, is obserred 
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on it Everj one who can obtain it eats black 
dog*8 fleshy as it is supposed that it lenders all 
who take it on this particular day strong and well 
daring the ensuing twelTemonths, Our servants 
are enjoying a feast of it to-day. If black dog^s 
fleshy which is more appreciated than the flesh 
of dogs of any other colour^ cannot be obtained, 
people content themselTes with the flesh of 
other coloured dogs. I have had to keep a 
sharp look-out for our four favourites, as dogs 
are often stolen at this particular time of year. 
Many Chinese went yesterday to see the dogs 
killed, but I declined an invitation to be present. 
Dogs are slaughtered in all parts of the city, and 
much cruelty is shown towards them, as they are 
often severely beaten before they are killed. This 
cruel custom is in connection with some super- 
stitious belief. 

LETTER XIIL 

TAAi-Tuvo-Koo^TmMovAtmrT, Jane SSth, 1S77. 

Mt dbar Motheb, 

I HOPE I do not tire you with my long 
descriptions of all I see in this wonderful city. 
I am seldom without a subject for my descriptive 
letters, and I am sure you will agree with me that 
we have worked hard at sightseeing. I really feel 
the heat less when employed. I think the most 
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trying bonra are from twe}T6 to three o'clock tm^ 
and if I am at borne, and not obliged to occupy 
mjteir, I oonfe« to finding the lieat very opprea- 
ttTe. We had expressed a wisli some days ago, 
in H r. Howqna*s hearing, to see a lotus-garden, 
many of which are now in bloom. Mr. Howqna 
kindly remembered what we had said, and called 
last Friday to arrange to take us to a friend's lotns- 
garden up the river. He came yesterday, bringing 
witli him a large mandarin-boat, which was most 
comfortable and roomy, and was capable of 
holding twenty persons. It was divided into two 
compartments ; in the inner one an English lady, 
my little friend Minnie, I, young Howqna and his 
two amahs sat We started about noon, a party 
of eleren, including seven gentlemen, Henry being 
the only European gentleman. We were less than 
an hour on our way to the garden, as we had 
the tide in our favour. This is a most serious 
matter for c(msideration in arranging water parties 
on the Pearl River. In the garden we entered 
a charming garden house, two storeys in height, 
beautifully furnished with Uuck wood furniture 
inlaid with rootherof-pearl or with marble. 
There was much fine wood-carving in it. The 
small rooms were divided by screens of oarved 
wood, and many Chinese paintings in scrolls 
hong on the walls. Chinese gentlemen uee theee 
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gardens, which may be at long distanoes from 
their private houses, for entertainments, but som^ 
times they spend a few days in them during the 
summer. There are sleeping-rooms, beside many 
sitting-rooms in them. We saw two fine peacocks 
in a large cage in this garden, a deer, and also 
some white geese, which were in such a cramped 
cage that they could scarcely turn. All these 
creatures, as I have observed in a former letter, 
are kept by the gentry to ensure good luck to 
their families. We were disappointed in not find- 
ing any of the lotus plants here in bloom. We 
therefore went on in the mandarin-boat to another 
garden, belonging also to a friend of Mr. Howqua ; 
but here we were equally unsuccessful, as a large 
pond, which should at this time of year be full 
of lotus plants in bloom, only showed green 
leaves, and no flowers. We only saw a few pots 
of the lotus in bloom; one of which, a white lotos, 
was most beautiful I admire the green leaves of 
this plant, they are so charming in shape and are 
bright green in colour. Mr. Howqua placed a drop 
of water on one of these leaves he had plucked, 
and it shone like a brilliant as it ran about on 
the shining surface of the lea£ I think this plant 
more lovely than any other I have ever seen. 
There was also a large garden house here, and, 
as one usually finds, it was abundantly furnished 
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with black wood ooiiehet» ehaira of different siiei^ 
•ad tablet. Bat this garden booee is falling 
fi^ly into decay, the upright supports are oat 
of the straight^ and we saw many cracks in the 
walls. It will, as is too often the case in Chinst 
be allowed to fall a Tictim to white ants, damp, 
eta; not a care will be bestowed upon it Whenit 
is unsafe for ose, it will be pulled down, and a new 
house built in its place. Our host had ordered a 
Chinese luncheon to be brought on here. Little 
plates containing meat dumplings, or cakes and 
sweetly were on the centre of the table, and chop- 
stacks were placed for each person. Every one 
when seated began to help himself with bis chop- 
sticks to what he funded, and our host and his 
friends placed on our plates, first a cake, then a 
little meat dumpling, again a cake, and so on. 
It is not Tery pleasant to see your neighbour's 
chopsticks at one moment with their tips in his 
mouth, the next moment taking up a little cake 
and placing it on your plate. After luncheon we 
strolled about the garden and then returned to our 
boat I forgiit to say that tea and fruit, consisting 
of lichees and whampees,had been given us on the 
boat whilst we went up the riTer. Fruit was 
again handed to us in the first garden house we 
▼isited. Mr. Howqua made a laige purchase of 
lishsss just before we entered our boat on our 
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return home, and the Chinese gentlemen ate 
froit at intervals until we reached Shameen. A 
Chinese gentleman does not seem to know what 
rest means, he is either eating, smoking, taking 
snufi^ or fidgeting about at all times. Hr. 
Howqua allows us no quiet when we are with 
him : he is perpetually on the move, and when 
Tou hope that you will be allowed to sit down 
for a few minutes in a garden house or else- 
where, he says, ''Now, we go on.** Just before 
we drew up at our landing steps tea was again 
handed round, as a final chin-chin. We arrived 
home at four o* clock, the Chinese gentlemen 
accompanying us into the Chaplaincy and sitting 
down for five minutes. When they had left, 
Chong-Shing, the teacher, handed a covered tea- 
cup to Henry, which the latter had admired en 
route, and in his pigeon English said, ** Howqua 
present yon this.** 

Mr. Howqua told us that he is adding a new 
room to his house, and intends to furnish it in 
European style for his bride elect. He is to be 
married in a month or so, when a lucky day can 
be discovered for the marriage. His widowhood 
will not have lasted more than four or five months. 
I am writing this letter in what I call our little 
garden house, in our favourite monastic retreat. 
As we were having our luncheon (for we have been 
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ken all dsj) in the gnod Tuiton' loom of tli< 
■ooMtery, we «era told it would beivqnired when 
«• bed finished oar meel bj e pertjr of OhiiMea 
wks wo* wiihing to dine there. One of Umm 
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and yet they were Rooompanied by three young 
girls of very bold manner and certainly not 
suited to be their oompanioos. The mooka allow 
this kind of society to freqaent their monastery, 
becaoae it brings dollars to them. There are great 
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rejoicings going on in the city to-day amongst 
the carpenters, shipwrights, and atonemasons, 
many of whom have theii workshops in this 
neighbourhood. Tliere is a general holiday 
amongst these classes^ as it is the festival of thoir 
tutelary god, Loo^pan. So great is the din from 




la fOUBTESN MOUTHS Df OANTOK. 

gOBgi and fireeiadwrB, •• to disturb the teolasioo 
of this mooMtio loireat^ and to render letter- 
vrittng difficult. The Chineee festivals last three 
days^ namely, tlie eve, the day itself^ which 
is most obserred, and the foUowing day. Tern* 
pofmry theatres hare been erected on this side 
of the rirer in ho&oar of the ftte. The mandarins 
hare closed the theatres in the city for the 
piesent, as there have been disturbances in them, 
and one or two free fights have taken place at 
some of the late performances. As we came to 
the monastery this morning, I was Tory much 
amused at seeing, close by the gates of the 
monastery, barbcm plying their trade al fresca 
Two men were being operated upon; one was* 
being shaved, the other having his tail plaited 
It is a common sight in the streets of the city 
to see barbers shaving their customers in the 
open air. 



LETTER XIY. 

GAVToa, J«l7 SIh. 1S77. 
Mr DEAR UOTHEB, 

I AM sure yon will be much amused with 
a description I am about to give you, of a visit 
wo have latdy received from several Chinese 
ladies and gentlemen. Punctually at the hour 




FOURTEEN MONTHS IN CANTON. 168 

we had invited them, three o'clock TM.f they 
arrived. The party oonsisted of my friend Ifrs. 
Howqua, her two daughter8| a friend of theirs 
(the wife of a high mandarin, who brought her 
two little boys), three grandchildren of lira. 
Uowqua, a little boy aged eight, and two girls 
of four and six years. They were accompanied 
by a great number of amahs, and also by male 
attendants. Eight gentlemen arrived, indepen- 
dently of the ladies, and about a quarter of an 
hour after them. Two of them were the brothers 
Howqua, the others their friends, and young 
Howqua's tutor. Some youths, whose relationship 
to the gentlemen I nerer found out, were also 
with them. Many male attendants accompanied 
the gentlemen, and you can imagine what a large 
party tliey looked when they were all assembled. 
Just before the ladies came, a present arrived for 
me from Mrs. Howqua in true Eastern style. It 
consisted of four cages with their feathery 
occupants. These were two canaries, a parrot, a 
pair of love-birds, and three very small Chinese 
birds. Accompanying them were two live 
Chinese pheasants tied up in a basket Some 
coolies brought these cages, eta, into the 
verandah. They scarcely had set them down, 
and I had not had time to look at them, when 
there was a ring at the bell and the ladies were 
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ctrriad into the hall in their cojered 
Ottt they stepped in their blue embioiderod o(M- 
tmnei^ their hair immensely decorated with 
flowen^ rouge on their cheeks and by the side of 
their eyebrows^ their lips painted Termilioni and 
in some cases the palms of their hands also 
roQged. I felt orerwhelmed, and could only 
smile a welcome. The ladies took seats in the 
drawing-room; the gentlemen mored about the 
rooms, examined our bine porcelain, of which we 
now hafe a large collection, and pronounced it 
good. They then took a turn in the yerandah, 
and in the compound, and asked to see the 
church. 

We had had dinner prepared for all the party, 
intending the ladies to sit at one table in the 
dining-room, the gentlemen at another. But tliis 
did not sstisfy the rigid rules of Chinese etiquette. 
The ladies on hearing of the arrangement shook 
their heads and begged Minnie to tell me that they 
required notliing to eat ; they had come only to 
see me. The actual (act was that they had 
expressed a wish to be present at a dinner serred 
up in European fisshion. On our pressing the 
matter, the gentlemen spoke for the ladies, and 
said they could only est if they might haTO their 
dinner first, before the gentlemen entered the 
dining-room. 
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It still wanted three qnarten of an honr to the 
time at which we had ordered the repast for the 
whole party ; but on the waiting-boys being oon- 
suited they said that the cook could gire the ladies 
dinner by themselres in ten minutes. With the 
marvellous facility that Chinese show in pre« 
paring a dinner at the shortest notice possible, 
the meal was prepared in that time, the half 
of what had been ordered for the whole party 
being served up. The ladies, to while away the 
ten minutes, went upstairs, examining everything 
with childlike curiosity. Minnie told me that 
one and all were struck with the cleanliness of 
the European house. 

The young ladies were delighted with the con- 
tents of my workbox, and begged for some needles 
and some pearl buttons, llie amahs received a 
needle each from me, which they stuck into their 
coifirure& We now sat down to dinner, the amahs 
taking up their places behind their respective 
mistresses, upon whom they waited as if they were 
little children. They become very confidential 
companions of the ladies, and are treated well as 
a rule by them : in fact these ladies seemed to 
cling to their amahs as English children ding to 
their nurses, asking them their advice and their 
opinion, in all matters. We had by request no 
chopsticks on the taUe, using only knives and 
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forki* My poor friondf looked sorely ponied as 
to the manner in which they ihouM be held, 
and tried to copy me. The European food np* 
peered to be moat dktastefnl to them, and I aaw 
one of the yoong ladiea retch and pat oat of her 
month into her amah'i band, when she thoaght I 
did not aee her, some meat alie Iiad tasted. Thej 
persisted all the time in saying tliat it was ail 
Tery good, Tery good. They struggled Taliantly 
on, and jost tasted each dish, repeatedly saying 
that they liked it The poor things were a lit 
reliered, I iancy, when the sweets made 
appearance. 

I was qnietly watching all the moreroenta 
around me, and I saw an amah tuke a little sponge 
cup pudding into her hand, break it into pieoes 
and feed her mistress with it The same thing 
also happened with the fruit A Chinese lady ia 
most dependent upon her amah« slie does nothing 
fur herself; and they say tiiat her garments are 
taken off by the amah at night, and that she ia 
lifted up and put into bed like an infant Chinese 
ladies cannot understand us European ladies ; tbej 
say, ** You all the same as men." Tbcy oertainlj 
do not admire ns, neither our numners^ nor oar 
dresi^ nor our iudependenoe. They ask bm why I 
do not dress like them, why I do not nNig% elOt 
The ladies were Tery abstemioas» only tasting the 
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champagne and sherry. The tea was eTidently 
a great comfort to them as it was serred in their 
own fashion. Wlien onr dinner was oTer, the 
ladies proposed that I should take them to the 
Shameen gardens, which are at ten minutes* dis- 
tance from tlie Cha[daincjr. You would have been 
diverted if you could have seen our party start 
from the house. The ladies wore beautifully 
embroidered 'robes; the under skirt was in dark 
blue silky with raised embroidery of shaded light 
blue flowers. The skirt sits extremely close, and 
is in fact very narrow ; the front piece of it is laid 
on, and is stiff with embroidery. At the sides and 
back it is folded into tiny plaits, and the em- 
broidery is worked on the outside of each plait. 
There was a border of pale blue shaded flowers 
round the edge of the ladies' skirts. The trousers 
were made in plain dark blue silk, and the tunic, 
in the same colour and material, made with wide 
flowing sleeves. The throat and sleeves were 
edged uith the shaded pale blue embroidery. 
The ladies on arriving apologiwd that they had 
not on their best red costumes, saying that they 
could not wear tliem on account of their mourning. 
The two Miss Howquas* dresses were plainer in 
style than the dresses of the elder ladies. Their 
shining long hair was worn in one long plait^ tied 
at the end with blue ribbon. All my visitors (I 
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the ladies) were emall-footed excepting Ifie. 
Howqiuu On leering our boose I gave my hand 
to the latter in tme Chinese style, and we started 
CO our walk. I felt a little shy of stepping on 
to the pablio promenade with my Chinese friends. 
The yoong ladies hobbled on a few steps, bat they 
soon beeame tired and mounted the backs of their 
amahs. The yoong married lady was carried in 
this manner all the way. I most say that it 
m a most inelegant jrtyle of being carried. The 
lady passes her arms roond the amah*s neck, and 
places her knees in the hands of the serrant, 
which are held oot behind her. Our progress 
was Tory slow, and I beliere the distance seemed 
immense to the ladies, who are wholly onac- 
OQstomed to walk ontside their gardens. Mrs. 
Howqoa rested on each bench by the way, and 
we took half an hoor or more to walk the short 
distance. We retomed home in the same style ; 
and when we reached the Chaplaincy the amahs 
handed the ladies long pipes, from which they 
took a whiff or twa The attendant stands behind 
on one side and prepares the pipe. When it is 
ready, she pots the end of the long tobe to the 
lady's lips, who takes <me or two whiflb only. 
The ladies now enjoyed a qoiei gossip with each 
other. I have not yet ioU yoo that the three 
jong diildren beloogbg to the widower were 
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dressed in strict mourning. The little girls wore 
plain ootton tnnios and trousers, and had no 
flowers in their hair. Their shoes were plain 
white bound with blue. The little boy wore 
pale blue silk trousers tied round the ankle 
with blue ribbon ; he wore also white shoes^ and 
his tail was tied with blue. 

The gentlemen expressed muoh satisfaction 
with the dinner and also with the wines, to which 
1 heard they had done ample justice. Hr. 
Eowqoa came up to me and said, ^ Thank yoo. 
No. 1 good dinner.** All were now in the 
verandah, and tea was again handed. The ladies 
sat apart from the gentlemen, not addressing 
them, ouly speakiug to each other. They at last 
rose to take leave, and we ordered their chairs 
to be brought into the halL With many bond- 
ings, nods and chin-chins, they now entered 
their chair^ taking the children with them, and 
were carried off. The gentlemen left soon after, 
about seven o'clock. 

They sent their visiting cards (which are made 
of broad strips of red paper, having the names 
written on the right-hand side) to us imme- 
diately on reaching their house. This is an 
Eastern custom, signifying that the guests have 
arrived home' in safety. This entertainment 
took place on Tuesday, and on Wednesday an 
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bnUtaoo Mrired fior as to dine at the Howqnas* 
hoom, and to take tome frienda with ua. But I 
fetrrre the aooonnt of this dinner for another 



LETTER XY. 

Cavtov, Julj 14th, 1877. 
Mt DBA! tfOTHBB, 

Ut last letter contained tlie acconnt of the 
entertainment we p^re to our kind Chinese friends. 
Now I must tell you all about the sftemoon we 
qient with them. Our original inritation had been 
for fire o'dock^ but on Wednesday a message came 
fmm llr. Howqua asking us to go at half-past one, 
as he wished us to see some Chinese conjuring. 
He also said lie hoped we would take others besides 
tiie two friends who had already promised to go 
with us. So I sent a note to the American Con- 
solate, to adc the consul and his family to join our 
party. The consul was engaged and could not go, 
bat his wife» her daughter of twelve years of age, 
and a friend accepted the in? itation. When our 
large party arriTed at the Howquas* house, we 
were rec e ive d by the gentlemen, and conducted by 
them into one of the sitting-rooms. Mrs. Howqua 
and her daughters met us there. They were all 
dressed in plain blue cotton dresses edged with 
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blacky as they were at home and it was still the 
seaiton of monriiing with them. We had sat for 
a few minutes only when we were asked if we 
would like to go into the garden and visit the 
elder brother^s bouse» which, although under the 
same roof, is distinct in all its arrangements. The 
sun was scorchingi and I wondered to see lira. 
Howqua with her head uncoTered walk through 
the sunny spots in the garden, Vfe returned 
to the house about half-past two, I and another 
of our party haviug our minds somewhat eagerly 
fixed upon the tliought of luncheon, as we had 
eaten nothing since breakfast. On entering the 
house we were shown into a room in which a 
Chinese dinner was laid out in style on a long, 
narrow table, but alas, there were no signs of 
luncheon. We were asked to take seats in the 
atrium, or hall ; the musicians were then taking 
their places in the outer court. Such a half-clothed, 
dirty-looking set they were, and their instruments 
were of the most primitiye kind. When they 
were seated, one of the players beat loudly upon 
a tom-tom, another played a drum, anotlier a fife, 
another cymbals, and the rest played upon wind 
instruments. The chief performer now stepped 
into the centre of tlie half circle made by the 
musicians, and beat a pair of large cymbals to- 
gether to the aooompaniment of the other inttm- 




172 FOUBTBEN MOUTHS IN CANTON. 



its. The noise WM deafeniDgi and we all longed 
to be farther offfirom the musicians. The performer 
in the centra then played a variet j of tricks with 
Us cymbals^ caosing one to roll on the edge of the 
other, throwing one into the air and catching it on 
the other as it was still spinning roond. He then 
flied a stick into the centre of one of the 
eymbalsi and caused it to rotate Tiolently, placing 
the end of the stick slteniately on his chest, on 
his laee» and neck. His last trick was the best 
He took into his hands what looked like a long 
folded paper umbrella, and baring caused it to 
rotate with great speed, a sudden explosion was 
heard : the umbrella disappeared, and a lamp with 
a light in it took its place. Our hopes of luncheon 
foded into the distance, as Mrs. Howqua handed us 
fresh lichees, taking off the husks herself, and the 
attendants brought round plates containing two 
peaches and two kinds of tinj cakes. I have not 
yet, I remember, told tou of a little performance 
given to us in the garden. Before we re-entered 
the boose, two men came into the garden with a 
monkey, a Pekinese pug, and a poor thin sheep. 
The monkey jumped through hoops on to the 
bade of the sheep, walked on a tight^rope, rode 
on the bade of the pug dog, and then the animals 
performed other trioksL This performance was 
W€tj poor, but it seemed to be appieciated by the 
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Diuneroiis amahs and slayeSy who sat behind their 
mistresBeB. In this house of the Howqna fiunily 

"- there are at least a hundred retainers. But to 
return to our party» whom I left listening to the 
musical performance : after a time it ceased, and 
the Chinese gentlemen, in that curious unsettled 
state that seems to be their nature, took us round 
the gardens and garden houses a second time. 
When we had had our stroll, we returned to the 
house, and the ladies of our party were conducted 
to the different suites of rooms to visit the ladies 
of the family, whom we had not yet seen. We all 
underwent the usual examination of our dresses, 
jewellery, etc. One of our party, a tall and 
handsome woman, had dressed herself in a bright 
dinner dress, which she thought would please the 
Chinese ladies. They very much admired her, 
but thought it a pity she did not rouge, as it 
would improve her so much. One of the 
Chinese ladies, whose acquaintance I had pre- 
viously made, said she was sorry I could not speak 
Chinese, for, if I could do so, she would ask me to 
spend two or three days with her. I think during 
that time I should expire from want of air, as the 

' bedrooms into which we were shown, where the 
ladies were sitting, hod a most oppressiTe atmo- 
sphere. At last our host came into one of the 
rooms in which we were chatting through our two 
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iBtarpf«ter% Minnie and the yoaog daughter of 
the Amerioan Conenl, and asked ns to return to 
the room in which dinner was waiting ibr us. 
When we had all assembled, Mr. Ilowqua — ^in- 
straeted again as to matters of English etiquette 
by Chongqing, who was also an invited guest— 
adtanoed to me and said, ''Number one lady, 
come^* and took me by the hsnd to the post of 
hoBOor on the right side of the table. He tlien re* 
turned to the group of ladies at the end of the 
room, and said to the American Consul's wife, 
* Number two lady, come,** and he took her to the 
table, placing her on lis left; and so be acted 
until all the ladies were seated at tlie upper end 
of the table. Poor man, he looked sorely puxsled 
as to what to do on such an altogether novel 
oooasion; but when be was qnite at a loss, he 
^>pealed to Chong-Shing for instructions. And 
now-— the gentlemen placing themselves as they 
liked, the elder brother of our host sitting at the 
bottom of the long table--Mlinner began. It was 
all ssrved up in small porcelain basinsi each holding 
about as much as an European breakfast cup. 
Nearly all the varieties of food were taken in the 
farm of soup. We had birds* nest soup, sharks* 
in soup^ seaweed soup, duck soup with small 
pieces of ham and bamboo slips cut up in it. and 
ioqp after sonp foUowed too numerons to flsentioo. 
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After about twenty of these meat eonpt, a sweet 
soop was senred round by tlie attendants (they 
bring a little basin of each kind and place it in 
front of the guests) ; it was, we were told, made of 
eggSi and flavoured with the lotus seed. Sweet 
cakes accompanied this dish. We thought^ and 
I might say hoped, that the dinner was drawing to 
a close, but meat and soup were handed on and 
on in endless variety. The meats served to us 
were boiled mutton and duck; beef is never 
eaten in Chinese houses, as they consider it a sin 
to eat the flesh of the ox and bufialo, which are 
so useful to man for agricultural purposes. We 
learned afterwards that our host stopped several 
varieties of viands coming to the table which 
were prepared for us, as Chong-Shing had heard 
us say to each other that we could not attempt 
to eat any more, and so he gave the hint to Mr, 
Howqua. It was really a kind action towards xa, 
as you are considered to be wanting in polite- 
ness if yon do not taste all that is provided 
for you at a Chinese banquet. Now, besides 
the stream of dishes that had flowed in upon 
us, we had been helped by our host to variooa 
dishes from the centre of the table. The wines 
provided were sherry, champsgne (the two former 
most indiflferent in quality), and sam-shu, a 
strong white spirit. The Chinese are woefolly 
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chefttad bj tlie ocmprtdorM in wine ; for instance, 
thej give tbem a high price for champagne, and 
are sapplied with a wine which saTonrs of gooee- 
berry rather than champagne, and it reallj unfit 
to be taken. 

I waamnch torpriaed to see the Chinese gentle- 
men drinking wine with each other at this dinner, 
bat I learnt firom Ueuy, on retnmiag home, that 
this practice has been in rogne in China for many 
eentories pasl I was constantly called npim to 
take wine with ooeorotherof our Chinese friends, 
and fbond that I must, much as I disliked it, sip 
one of the three wines placed in porcelain wine- 
cups beCore me. 

The gentlemen hare a curious way of drinking 
to each other : they raise cups full of wine to their 
lips, toss them off, and turn the mouths of the 
empty cops towards the table. The dining-room 
became more and more oppressiTC : it was deroid 
of fresh air, and the atmosphere was suffocating. 
Oar host seemed to* suffer from the heat as much 
as we did. He and the other gentlemen turned 
their wide sleeres back orer their elbows, and 
sat with arms eiposed for a few minutes at a 
time. They all groaned and puffed at intenrals, 
and seemed to feel the heat rery much. I dare 
say they did not know that the discomfort arose 
frooi want of ▼entilataoo. No punkahs are used 
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by the Chinese, but their place is supplied by 
female slareis who stand behind the gnests 
using large fiuis without ceasing. During the 
whole time we were at dinner the musioiaDfl 
playedt and so loudly, that one felt as if the 
drums of one's ears must break. The tom- 
toms and the drums were rarely at rest It was 
curious music, not divided into pieces, but was 
continuous. It did not rary as regards forte 
and piano. The only difiSorence I could find in it 
was this, that at times there was a kind of fife 
solo with drum accompaniment Sometimes the 
cymbals had it more to themselTes. 

At intervals, two pr tliree of the musicians 
sanp:, in the peculiar falsetto always used in 
Chinese vocal music. I believe that the whole 
we heard referred to some historical event of the 
past The grimaces made by the singers are 
most comical. To produce some of their high, 
curious sounds, they extend their mouths to 
their ears, and then suddenly close them. They 
invariably keep their eyes fixed on the ground 
when they sing. The falsetto is not only used 
in song, it is also the voice in which all Chinese 
actors speak, and it produces a strange effect upon 
an ear unaccustomed to the sound. Actors are 
never allowed to use the natural voioe. The 
female characters are always taken by men, and 
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this fihBtto k tappotad to imiUte a woiiuui*t 

TOIOSw 

When we had at length finished dinner, which 
must haTe ooonpied between two and three honrs, 
teals were again arranged for us at the lower end 
of the room, and the concert began with renewed 
Tigonr. Oor host becoming excited, he stepped 
into the circle of the mnstciann, and banged awaj 
with some cymbals until we were nearly driren 
wild with the noise. Two of oor partj were ill 
the next day with nenrons headache, caused, I 
belicTc, by the noise and heat. I forgot to say 
that at dessert some of tlie gentlemen played, at 
our request, a game which curionsly enough is 
much in rogue in Italy. With a sliout at the 
top of their Toices each of the two players puts 
forth so many fingers of the right hand with a 
sodden jerk, throwing the hand forward towards 
the otiier player. Each cries out the number of 
fingers which Jio supposes are held out on his 
and the adversary's hand. The game is played 
most rapidly. The one who makes a wrong guess 
has to drink a glass of wine as a forfeit We 
rose to take leare about nine o'clock, and were 
accompanied to the outer hall by Mr. Howqua, 
his friends, and Mrs. Howqua mikrt. They took 
leare of us in European fashion, sliaking our 
hands. As we were leafing the elder Mr. Howqua» 
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a man of abont forty yean of age^ inTited as to 
take dinner with him in two or three days* time. 
He sent the usual red letters of inyitation on the 
morning of the day we were expected. EUs house 
isy as I hare said, under the same roof as the one 
in which we had dined with his brother, but it is 
differently arranged, and has its own kitchens, suite 
of rooms, visitors* hall, and is, in fact, a separate 
house. We dined in a very pretty room, beanti* 
fully furnished with carved black wood furniture. 
There was some charming carving about the room, 
forming a half screen from the ceiling. The 

• dinner was most varied, and the number of soups 
which were served exceeded that of the former 
dinner. The same peculiarity I noticed here : one 
soup mi^ht be birds'-nest ; the second had pieces of 
pork in it ; the third was sweet, made of the seeds 
of the lotus ; the fourth had pieces of duck in it; 
and so on, in endless variety. We had at the 

' very least thirty different kinds of soup, and it 
became at last a very difficult matter to me 
even to taste the new dish placed before me. 

I was filled with astonishment at the capacity 
for taking food exhibited by Master Howqua. 
He ate everything in turn ; I watched him, and 
did not see him refuse one dish« He also drank 
champagne and wine lEreely, and incessantly 
pledged all around him. No one checked him, 

V 2 
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We Eoiopeaiis mined our breed to eet with the 
Terious meet eoape. No rice wee handed with 
them, which would heve taken ita place. Bice 
waa eenred only as a separate dish ; a basin of it 
placed before os, flaYonred to Chinese taste, was 
nnlike anything I have tasted before. Yoong 
Howqna ate all bis portion of rioe, holding np 
the little bowl to his lips, and stuffing the rice 
into his month rapidly with his chopsticks. One 
woold have imagined, to see him take this rice 
at the end of the repast, that he had not tasted 
the thirty odd soaps which I had seen disappear 
from before him. The room in which we were 
entertained most fortunately looked on to a pretty 
garden, and was open to the air. Tlie lotus was 
out in flower, and was a great ornament to the 
garden. I could not succeed in conquering 
tlie difficulty of eating with cbo|«tioks. Before 
I went out to China I Dsncied that one of' 
them was taken in one hand, and the second 
in the other hand, but I find that both are held 
between the thumb and forefinger of the right 
hand. After many Tain attempts, I gave in, 
and my host, seeing my difficulty, spoke to one 
of the waiting-boys, who brought me a knife and 
fork. 

When we go to the houses of Chinese gentle- 
men to diD% the host 'sometimes sends to our 
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house and borrows glass, kniyes and forksi etc, 
for our use. 

The weather is now intensely hot There is 
no refreshing breeae, and the heat of the sun is 
very great The mosquitoes are great torments 
just now; but I do not suffer from their bites 
as others do. They are especially fond of new- 
comers, and Henry finds that they again dis- 
cover an European flavour in liim. They Ute 
him much more now than they did before he 
left China for England. 

We saw a rock snake yesterday in the patli 
* immediately by our compound. We called our 
coolies, and alter what, seemed a long ''talkee 
talkee " they captured and killed it 



LETTER XVL 

CAirroar, Ati^pMt Ift, 1S77. 

Mt deab Motueb, 

I HAVE witnessed a most curious ceremony 
since writing my last descriptive letter, and it wa^ 
a scene I can never forget It is customary for 
Chinese women to go to the cities of the dead, 
but especially to oue to which the name of Ti- 
Tsong-Om is given, on the fourteenth day of the 
seventh month, to wail and lament for their 
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dead leUtioDi^ prindptlly for those tbej hare lost 
during the preoeding year. Widows particularly 
retort to these places to bewail the death of their 
lords and masters. When we were yet some 
dislsBoe from the Ti-Tsong-Om, we coald hear the 
women's voioes raised in groans and lamentations. 
As we entered the temple attached to this city 
of the dead, a most corions sight presented itself 
to oar Tiew. In the great hall of the temple we 
saw a set of temporary altars erected round the 
entire hall, each altar being deroted to the use of 
one mourner, or to a group of mourners. These 
bereayed ones had placed on these altars rarious 
offerings for the departed. I saw as many, if not 
more, than thirty small china bowLi full of 
Tarious meats and fruits, arranged before one set 
of mourners. Behind each small altar two strips 
of red paper were pasted on the wall, bearinjg; on 
them in black characters the names of the lost 
relatifes.* In some cases, effigies made in com- 
position to represent attendants, male and female, 
nearly the siie of life^ stood by the altars. All is 
regulated according to the position and wealtli 
of the mourners, the offerings Tarying much in 
number and quality. On some of the altars I saw 
sealed red paper packets, which I learned on 
inquiry contained letters addressed to the dead; 
these lettcn and paper money* pi^par elolhesb and 
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paper aedao chain, etc., ue burnt in tbe qoftdrutgle 
of the temple, and are thus by the utioo of fire 
sappoaed to be conveyed to the Mmla of the de- 
parted, la front of the long row of altara nt the 
moamert in Tariotu poaiti<n)8. Some had covered 
their &oee with eoloared handkerchiefs, and were 
sobbing bitterly, rocldng themeeWe* baekwarda 
aod forwarda as if in the agony of grief ; others wers 
kneeling on the ground, making a low wailing 
sound ; and ^gaio others were resting from their 
demonstrations of sorrow, and were employed in 
offering pappr money, or were L'ghting jom- 
Bticks. The noise, the beat, the crowd, yon can- 
not exaggerate to yoar mind's eye. These women 
had been occupied in this manner for hoars and 
faouFK They began at dawn of day, and it wu 
five F.K. when we visited this marvelloas scene. 

We went into four or five of these halls; or 
shrines, and found each of them full of women 
lamenting their dead. There was not the sligbteat 
ventilation in either of theee places ; and the heat 
was increased not only by the crowds of moumen, 
but also by the burning paper money offerings, ' 
whioh flared ap to a great height trom the 
incense bomen by the centre oltsr, and by the 
lighted incense sticks, which were innamerable. 
Hundreds and hundreds of women were ooUeoted 
together in this temple. I ooold not distinguish 
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be t ween the ladies and their attendants, as all 
wofe eottom dothes^ the ladies laying aside silk 
diessss on soch an occasion. Their heads too 
wen not ornamented with flowers, bnt plainly 
drsased k la teapot; nor were their faces ronged. 
As we threaded our way down the rery narrow 
qMiing left for passers-by, we caused mnch 
djstraetion to those who were engaged in bowling. 
They would stop suddenly, look at us for a few 
seooads with great curiosity, and then resume 
their lamentations. I saw few tears, and I felt 
that a good deal of the noisy demonstration of 
grief was not real, but rather an acted part. In 
some cases, though, we saw women with tears 
streaming from their eyes, who looked as if the 
outwardly expressed sorrow were real Oo leanog 
these crowded shrines, we were shown into the 
reception hall, and were offered cups of tea, which 
prored most refreshing to us, OToroome as we 
were from the intense heat of the day, and from 
the stifling atmosphere in whioh we had spent 
the last few hours. 

Afkw we had rested a short time, we walked 
down some ci the streets of this great city of the 
dead. On leaving it, we went to the landing 
stairs where we had left our boat, got into il^ and 
had a weary, long pull home against the tide. It 
quite dark when we started homewards, and 




FOUBTREK MONTHS IN CANTON. 185 

the river looked ao pretty with its brightly 
lighted streets of floating hotels, flower boats, 
and floating temples. 

We haye now the fall heat of summer upon ns^ 
and it seems to me wonderful that people aie 
equal to giying and to going out to dinner parties 
at this season. I was struck on my first arrival 
at Canton to see the English ladies with so much 
colour in their complexions, and the yellow tint 
one notices on the £ftces of tbose who have spent 
some years in India, not yisible here to any 
degree. But now, as the hot weather continues 
day after day, I notice the colour fading from 
the ladies* cheeks, and a pallor taking its pUoe. 
I am told that by the end of the hot weather 
all of us will bear a very washed-out appearance. 

We have been into the city many times 
since I last wrote, and I begin to know some 
of the 'streets very well, and Henry contriyes 
that I 'shall go down some new ones in each of 
our walks. The more I see of the city, the mors 
I am struck with its vast size. The other day we 
went into a temple dedicated to two deities^ one 
being considered the inventor of letters and the 
other the inventor of the art of printing. The 
former idol bears tlie name of Toliong-Kit, the 
latter the name of Tchoy-Chung. 

Tohong-Kit lived 2852 years before 
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•ra» and is mid to haye been asked by the emperor 
of Chiiia then reigniiig to inyent some oharactors 
for reoording erents, as at that time the emperor^s 
only resomce for remembering what had happened 
was bj tying knots in a pieoe of string. The 
people are also tanght to beliere that mlracnloos 
displays aooompanied this inrention of letteis, 
that reptiles* dragons, snakei^ and demons, had 
preTKNisIy mnoh tormented the people, bat that 
thej feared, upon the written characters being 
used, their evil deeds wonld be reported to the 
celestial mlem, and so they would incur their 
diq[>leasare. They, therefore, resolved no longer 
to terrify the people. The earth, too, testified] her 
gladness at the invention of letters, and produced 
spontaneously abundant crops of rioa Tchong- 
Kit is supposed to have inyented ten thousand 
of the fifty thousand characters now forming the 
Chinese language. Students come to this temple 
and ask these gods for assistance in their literary 
labours. It bears the name of Chong-Tchoy-Tchu« 
liiu. In it stands a small board bearing in gold 
letters the sixteen sacred precepts. At certain 
seasons of the year sermons are preached in this 
temple by the literati, who generally select one 
of theie sixteen precepts as a text When I was 
visiting it the other day, one of these sermons 
was being delivered to a very attentive andienoeb 
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composed of men of all ages and of all ranks. 
Two small pagoda-shaped furnaces stand in the 
courtyard of this temple, into wliioh the man in 
charge throws scraps of paper, which bear printed 
or written characters. These are collected from 
all parts of the city by men employed by the 
literati, who carry two baskets made of rattan, 
banging at tlie ends of a bamboo pole, on which 
are inscribed in Chinese characters, ** Spare the 
waste paper.** The man bearing the basket cries 
out, as he slowly passes down the streets, ** Spare 
the waste paper I Spare the waste paper I ** All 
who hear the cry hasten to give up the waste 
paper in their possession bearing printed or 
written characters. The ashes of the burnt 
paper are taken from the furnaces, put into 
earthenware jars, which are tlien taken to the 
river, placed in it, and are ciirried onwards by 
the tide to the ocean. I hare often seen these 
jars containing the ashes of the waste paper 
floating donn the ceiitre of the Canton Biver. 
The reverence that the Chinese pay to a written 
language which can convey the wisdom of past 
ages to all succeeding generations, makes them 
consider it a sacrilege to trample under foot any 
paper which bears written or printed charaoten. 
They hold learning in the greatest honour, and 
their aristocracy is necessarily a highly*educated 
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Tbej AppredAta litenuy distiDetioD in 
Euopetoi^ and the mandarim often ask Henry 
whit degiee he hat taken. When he tells them 
he m a doelor of law, thej riae and ehin-chin him. 



LETTER XVIL 

Gastom* Aognfli 9tii, 1877. 
Ut DSAB ItOTHSB, 

I AM half afraid yon will think ns orer- 
eotbonastic lightaeen when yon read the deecrip- 
tkm I am abont to give yon of our ezonruon into 
the dty at dead of night A day or two ago, 
Chong-Shing told Henry that a grand gatliering 
of wonhippers was to take place in tlie temple 
of Slieng-Wongy the city king, the week following. 
We felt Tery disappointed about it at first, as we 
were engaged to go to a dinner party that particular 
night Aj^ howoTor, Henry learnt that it would 
not be neoessary to go into the city until a very 
late boor of the night we determined not to miss 
the wonderful sight of these worshippers^ who 
eome tram all parts to the Sheng-Wong^Uiu, 
OQ the 27th day of the serenth month of the 
Chineie year. We went to our dinner party, and 
imnained with onr friends until eleyen o*clockt 
not mentioning onr intended exonrsioQ to them^ 
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as few or none of the foreigp commonitj take any 
interest in the events happening in the Ohineae 
city. We returned home from oar dinner party 
in oar chairs^ changed oar evening coetamei^ and 
at balf-paat eleren we made oor start for the city. 

The temple which was the object of oar joomey, 
and which we reached at half-paiit twelre, was 
that called '* Sheng^Wong-Mia,** dedicated as the 
name implies to Sheng-Wong, the city kin^ or aa 
he is sometimes called, " The Protector of Walled 
Cities.** The distance to the temple was about 
foar miles, and there was mach delay in getting 
the city gates and the barricades open for oair 
chairs. The coolies cried oat, ^Open for a 
venerable foreigner who wishes to pass throagh.** 
The cry had to be repeated many times before 
the sleeping gnardians of the gates or barricades 
were aroused, and after they had answered, they 
were (what appeared to as) long before they 
turned oat of their queer sleeping quarters by the 
sides of the gates. 

We were obliged at one place to get out' of 
our chairs, go up some steep stone steps ^ to 
a portion of the city wall, walk a short distance 
on the wall, and then go down some Tery steep 
steps on to a parade ground. Here also we 
had to wait until some doable gates, the Kwei* 
kok-lau-mun, were opened for us. It is certainly 
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a wooderfol prifilage granted to the EaropeanSy 
aod denied to the Chineee, to go through 
this . militarj gite of the city at night For* 
tnnatdj the English Consul lires in the heart 
of the cttj, and a oommonieation most at all 
times be kept ap bet^oin him and the residents 
at Bhamewi, And so the promise was given when 
pence was condaded between England and China, 
that ibieigners should be suffered to pass through 
this gate at night The sick resort to the Sheng* 
Wong-lDo on this festiTal to reoeiTo the blessing 
of the god, and those wh> cannot walk are carried 
there bj their friends, and laid on the ground in 
the large shrine or smaller shrines of the temple. 
Tbej, and all the worshippers who can do so, wait 
hero for tl>e arriral of the prefect, one of the 
leading magistrates of the citj, who worships 
the god in the name of the people. As yery 
many of these poor doTotees had come in from all 
parts of the country, and would not be allowed 
to pass through the city gates after eight o'clock, 
they oame to the temple early in the after- 
noon. When we arrired the concourse of human 
brings was immense, the gilded idols glittered 
in the brightness of innumerable lamps and 
chandeliers, and the words came to my lips, 
"And the temple of Baal was full irom the one 
ottd to the other.* 



I 




FOUBTEEK MONTHS IN OANTON. 191 

The sick were lying all around ns, and it was 
difficolt to thread our way without treading on 
the feet or hands of the prostrate forms. We 
saw disease in every sliape and kind, and it was sad 
to notice the sick children tliere in very great 
numbers, who looked worn out with the long 
waiting. Poor little tliiugs, many were asleep 
curled up under our very feet, others were asleep 
in their mothers' arms. Each nook and comer 
were occupied by human beings, and the temple 
contained thousands of worshippers, men, women, 
and children. I think that two-thirds of the 
worshippers, however, belonged to the gentler 
sex. The outside approaches to the temple were 
covered over, and thus the narrow streets looked 
like long arcades. 

Stalls had been erected in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the temple for the sale of 
brightrcoloured pictures representing the god in 
all his actions when on earth, or disciples of his, 
or great men of his time. Between these picture- 
stalls, tables covered with creature comforts were 
placed, containing, amongst other things, drinks 
of various kinds in tiny glasses, and fruit 

The approach by which we entered the temple 
reminded me most forcibly of that leading to a 
Soman church on a hill close to Rouen, which I 
once visited on a fite day, where the bright 
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pielmet of the Bkaed Yiigin and atint^ and 
the lUlb wb«ra Tttriom Ue«ed roMriet, etou, wero 
•oUyiimAnmiiged inasimiUr nMumer. TbaTitl 
gallieriog of people wm moei orderly. Only a 
Biflitery nuuidarin with a handful of toldiert was 
prettiat Uany of the wonhippeiai not finding 
places inside the temple, seated themselTes on 
the outside and waited patiently there until 
the state worship should begin. I saw a Test 
number of men and women who, after wor* 
shipping before the high altar, lighted long 
prayer slicks which they had purchased in the 
temple, and carried tbem away. These inoense 
sticks are afterwards placed upon their family 
altars. Others had brought clothes belonging 
to their sick relatires to be blessed by the 
god, and to receire the im pre s si on of his great 



Again in other cases, it was those who had 
recorered *(rom some serere sickness during the 
past year, who had come to offer their grateftil 
worship and to thank 8heng*Woog for his meri 
oiftd care of them. 

It was a most wonderful, the saddest sighi 
possible, to see these thousands and thousands of 
human beings collected together, hanng in many 
casss bone much iatigue and pain in long joumeya 
lo this vast temple, and then to look from them 
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to the otgeei of their rarefeot wonhip— • poor 
wooden idoL Henry tells me that when he last 
wHiieswd this ssme festiral, 24,000 people wefo 
present at the ceremonies. 

We passed on to a comer of the bnflding 
where the worshippen were closely packed to- 
gether, and were pressing eagerly forward, intense 
excitement risible in their faces. They were 
occnpied, at least those who soeceeded in press- 
iDg near enongh, in poshing pictnres they had 
parchased at the stalls outside the temple, 
through some wooden bars, behind which several 
men were standing, employed in receiving the 
pictures from the hands of the worshippers. With- 
in this partition, railed off, and most jealoosly 
guarded, these men having received the pictures 
passed them on to others who were busily and 
incesBsntly engaged in stamping them with the 
god's great seaL This is a State temple, and 
belonging to it are two seals which bear the 
god's name. They are too valuable to be left in 
the temple, but on this day of the year they 
are brought from the prefect's official residence, 
where they are kept, and are allowed to remain 
in the temple from eleven o'clock pjl of this 
day, until three o'clock the morning following. 
During this time men use them for putting 
the seal on to the pictures and clothes of the 
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defotee^ who in this way eonsider tbey gtin a 
hlwiing from the god 

One of tbe large eeala is made of tilyer, the 
other is made of jadestone. Should those offin^ 
ing their pietiirss or dothes to be blessed be aUe 
to ailbfd a few cash only, the latter seal is used ; 
but shoald they offer a larger gift, the sflrer 
seal is brought into play. On reoeiring their 
sendls or pietores, with the seal impr e ssed upon 
them, they take them home and hang them up 
as talismen, as they are considered to be effica- 
doQS in warding off epidemics and other enls. 
The money receiTed for the use of tbe seals is 
giren afterwards to the person who farms this 
sooroe of revenue to the temple. On the in- 
stallation of a new prefect of Csnton the priri- 
lege, which has been purchased, of selling all 
kinds of offerings, such as incense sticks, prayer 
papers, the annual use of the seals, etc., is again 
pot up fonr sale. As the bargain lasts good only 
so long as the same prefioct is in office, it is 
attended with some risk. 

The vast multitude of people were Tery polite^ 
made way for us, and we had no fear of their 
molesting us; but the military mandarin on 
seeing us pass his chair, and recognising Henry, 
was courteous enough (I think partly from iSaar 
of any mishap befidling the furdgners) to order 
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some of his soldiers to guard xm, and to conduct 
us about the temple. Tou must not picture these 
soldiers to yourself as in uniform. Two of those 
who took care of us wore ordinary long white 
grasseloth coats, the others had on a kind of 
li?ery. The latter were dressed in blue cotton, 
with a pattern worked in white on their backs. 
They all wore pointed mandarin hats, trimmed 
with red fringe. How amused you would have been 
could you haye seen Henry and me picking our 
way through the densely packed crowd, and on 
either side of us our guard, who carried Chinese 
paper lanterns suspended from bamboo rods. 

Tlie people really were much amused to see us 
amongst them, and many of them said ** Chin- 
chin ** as we passed them. We were too tired to wait 
for the arrival of the prefect at three o'clock A.1C 
Henry has been present at the whole ceremony, 
and he tells me tliat when the prefect comes into 
the temple the rast multitude giro a shout in 
honour of Sheng-Wong. The prefect then, baring 
performed the kau-tau before the high altar, pre- 
sents his offermg to the god and withdraws from the 
temple. The people then proceed to worship the 
god, but they are so closely packed it is impossible 
for them to perform the kau-tau. They stand, 
therefore, and raise burning incense sticks above 
heads. This festival lasts three days^ 

o 2 
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the 27tli, 28tli, and 29th days of the terenth 
kth of the Chineee year. 



LETTEK XYIII. 

OAim», Aofwl 18Ui« 1877. 

Ut dbab Uothxb, 

A DAT or two after I had written my last 
dcarriptiTe letter to yon, an iuTitation came from 
the Howqnaa for na. We started from home on 
Satnrday, after hanng taken lonolieon, as we oon- 
elnded we were only inrited to pay a long afternoon 
call npon onr Chinese friends. When we arrired 
at the Howqnas' hoose the ladies of the family 
took possession of Minnie and of me, and we 
searoely saw Henry all the afternoon, nor any- 
thing of the gentlemen of the Howqoa family 
eicepting onr particolar friend, who often came 
into the ladies* room to see what we were doing, 
iind to haTe a chat with his mother. To onr 
snrprise we had not sat with the ladies more than 
half an boor before we were told tliat Inncheon 
was ready. It was laid oot in tme Chinese style 
on a small round table in the atrinm ooltside 
Mm Howqna*s bedroom. There was no cloth on 
the table, nor is it customary for the Chineee 
rppasts to be placed nn a coTersd table ; they are 
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laid on the bare board. The uanal oakea in 
great Yarieties were in the centre of the taUe^ 
and chopHticks were placed for each of na. The 
Chinese ladies stood round the table some short 
time before they took their seats, as there was a 
great question as to which of them should take her 
seat first. This goes on at every meal amongst the 
ladies ; each says the other must take the prece- 
dence. My hostess bowed towards her friend, and 
waved her hand towards the chair, eridently 
begging her to seat herself; the friend returned 
the compliment, and so the ladies bowed and 
bowed for some minutes until the friend took 
her seat. The absurdity of the whole matter is, 
that etiquette is so strict and defined in China 
that there was no doubt as to which of the 
ladies would eventually seat herself first, but 
it is customary to show this affected humility 
before accepting the honour. As I could not 
speak Chinese I thought I had better accept at 
once, and on. Mrs. Howqua requesting me to be 
seated, I with a smile obeyed, thus of course ap- 
pearing very discourteous to the Chinese ladies. 
One of Mr. Howqua's daughters was with us, 
and was about to take her seat at the table 
after the elder ladies had at last placed them- 
selves, when her mother reminded her that it was 
a £sst day in memory of her father's death, so she 
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and her Tonnger sitter, who had also joined iit| 
sat and looked on as we took our lunolieoD. It is 
aoteustoiiiarj for the Cbiueae to entertain on these 
days of frstingt which last three days in socoes- 
sioB» and I was surprised, when I heard the occa- 
saoii of the &st| that Mrs. Howqna should sit 
down with q% hot it was eridently in compliment 
to me as a foreigner that she did so. 

Tbe eonrtesjr of Chinese to strangers is Tory 
great Toa feel on entering one of their houses 
that their great desire is to please you, and that 
their whole attention is giren to you as a guest. 
Henry says when he has called at a house of 
mooming, in which, according to Chinese custom, 
the seats of the chairs are covered with blue, a 
servant has been called to bring a red covering 
to place on the chair intended for him, as a 
Chinese gentleman considers it is not kind to 
make his friends mourn for his particular loss. 
I notieetf Mis. Howqua partook only of a gela- 
tinons kind of soup and some small cakes, 
which are the orthodox food for fasting days. 
Onr small party at table consisted of Mm 
Howqoa, her particular friend, a pretty woman, 
bvt hig^y rouged and coquettish, young Howqua, 
^Hnni^ and myself. I have never felt more 
emhanassed than I did at this unexpected meal, 
fv, besides having partaken of luncheon only a 
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couple of hoois before, I wm feeling HI. How to 
eat the rarioiis dishes placed before me I did not 
know. I wished my little interpreter to say to 
my hostess that I was feeling nnwoll, bnt she 
said that this was impossible, as the ladies would 
be afraid at once that I might be sickening with 
some contagious illness, or, as they would put it, 
that I might hare brought some eril spirit into 
the house which would also harm thenu 80 1 was 
forced to hide my feelings and put into my 
mouth pieces of food ^which at the best of times 
would have made me feel very uncomfortable. 
The ladies often said to Minnie that I was not 
eatingy that I did not like what was prorided for 
me, and Minnie turned to me begging me to 
make greater efforts. It is so Tery amusing, she 
and I speak in the most unconcerned manner 
upon what is passing before us ; she explains to 
me the yarious customs I hare not seen before, 
for in the office of interpreter she can speak to 
me at any moment, and for this reason she is 
generally placed next to me at table. ** Pray help 
yourself,^ was Mrs. Howqua's frequent remark, 
*^or we shall not think you friendly.** All ocm* 
straint was thrown aside, and I saw the Chinese 
ladies in their accustomed home life. They 
and young Uowqua helped my little friend and 
me to many delicacies with their own chopsticks. 
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At the end of the entertoiiimeDt» when I con- 
•ideied my efforts to take the food which wm m> 
ditteelefal to me lied been crowned with sucoeM^ 
end efter I bed teeled leTeral tweet cekes, eta, 
Un. Howqne roee from ber dieir, dipped a piece 
of doek, at Itfest two inches sqnare, which she held 
in ber cbopslicks, into the little basins containing 
soj and mnslard, and put tlie whole as a honn$ 
hmuhs into my month. I rose when I mw the 
into coming npon me» smiled I should say e 
ghastly smile, and was obliged to swallow this 
large piece of meat Champagne was supplied ; 
Ur. Howqna came himself and opened the 
bottle, and yon should hare seen his struggles 
to accomplish this. He knelt down, held tlie 
bottle at arm's lengtli, tlie attendants standing 
at some distance. At last he liad in despair to 
break off the neck of the bottle. He appeared 
at one time with a bottle of white wine« which by 
the label I found to be whisky made in Germany. 
When luncheon was orer we adjourned into Mrs. 
Howqua*s bedroom^ and the lady who dined with 
ns told me I was a Number one lady« and that 
she intended to embroider me a pair of sboeti* 



fed/ f|MBdi iMT llM la mmhtMmi^ t»m§mU 
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A drawer full of newly embroidered shoes was 
brought forward for me to see. They were made 
for QDCompressed feet. The natural sise of the 
Chinese foot is rery small, and both feet and 
hands of a Chinese lady are most symmeCrioaL 
The colours and patterns shown me were Taried, 
and I was asked to choose which I liked best; I 
think this choice took half an hour at the leasts 
Mr. Howqua's taste being at last appealed to. 
Eventually a white silk ground, a pale pink shade 
let in and embroidered with a darker shade of 
the same colour, with rery narrow black and gold 
braid worked in, was pronounced by all to be 
in perfect taste. 

Having quite decided, the lady sent for her 
silks, and then quietly informed me that she only 
had a pale mauve silk that must form the ground- 
work of the shoes. It all had to be begun again, 
and we finally decided that a pale yellow silk 
should be embroidered with a darker silk on this 
mauve ground. The Chinese ladies are just like 
grown-up children. I believe this lady knew all 
the time that she had no variety of silks to offer 
me. I asked her if she would embroider the 
piece of work and let me have it to make up 
in European fashion, and at her request I took 
my shoe off for her to see the style. She and the 
other ladies were so amused with my shoe ; those 
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who luid not ecmpnmei feet tried it od, and 700 
thoold hare teen their oooeeioiia Tanitjr, when they 
pat their feet into it, and fooDd it much too large for 
then. Thej ooold not underrtand the heel being 
laiaed, aa in their ahoea the middle of the sole ia 
the deepeati which oaoaea them to walk on that 
part and the toeaand heelaofthe ahoea to torn np. 
Mjr friend*a mind waa much reliered when I con- 
aanted to hare her preaent made up in Chineae 
fiMhion. I had aeen the look of helple« bewilder* 
nent in her (ace when I raggeated how the pattern 
aboold be worked for European ahoea. I now 
begged to aajr adien to my boateaaeai bat thej woald 
not hear of my leafing, and begged me to stay 
and dine with thenu At first I refoaed, bat apon 
being yery mnoh preased, I oonaented to atay, 
raloetantly aa regarded a aecood trial of Chineae 
food, hot gladly aa regarded a farther insight 
into Chjnese domeatio life. I felt rery tired and 
op p reas e d with the want of Tentilation in the 
rooma in which I had paaaed the last two or three 
hoars; bat there waa to be no reat for me yeU 
lbs. Howqoa took me by the hand and led me to 
pay a aeoood visit to the elderly smalUfooted lady» 
iriio ia eridently of the first rank inthehoase. She 
looked most oarioaa aa aha had amall roand piecaa 
of blaek pUaatar on both tamplea. Thia ia a ears 
mooh raaorted to by the Chineae for headaobei. 
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We sat down and were given tea, and also the 
seeds of the lotos plant. I coald not think what 
I was eating until my little friend enUghtaned 
me. On my expressing approval of these seeds^ 
the old lady gave me two or three stems of the 
lotus, bearing, what I will call in absence of a 
better term, pods. I do not much like to visit 
this old lady, she has such a habit of patting me 
through a series of cross-questions. She took out 
her jade earrings to show me. They were very 
^^ handsome, made in the same fashion as those all 
the ladies wear in the south of China. Each 
consisted of a large gold ring, from which 
a circle of jadestone was suspended. The old 
lady evidently had great pride in these earrings, 
and I am sure that they were very valuable ; but 
no inexperienced eye can discern the finest and 
most expensive jade from the medium qualities. 
These Ciiinese ladies wear very costly ornaments. 
The clusters and sprays of stones they place on 
the top and sides of their coifiures for full dress . 
contain beautiful pearls which we Europeans fail 
to appreciate, as they aro made up with the king- 
fisher's feathers enamelled on silver. This makes 
them appear false, and the large pearls lose much 
of their beauty by the mounting. 

A very good*looking young Chinese married 
woman, with the smallest feet imaginable, joined 
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w m this old lady*! room. I discoTeied that the 
was tbe wife of the alder biother of our host ; she 
. aaid aba ooold not receire ua when we dined with 
her buaband aa ahe waa ill at the time. She waa 
•a pkaaad aa a child to show me her ornamcnta, 
and moat anxiona to examine mine. In conae- 
queiioa of being in monming, I wore mj jet brace- 
leu only ; bat the yonng lady much admired them, 
and wanted to exchange one of her rattan braoe- 
leta moonted in gold for one of my jet braoeleta. 
I ftdt I coold not acoept tlie exchange, it would 
haTO been ao much in my farour. Thia yoong 
lady aent her attendant for her pliotographsy in 
wliiofa ahe had been taken in full dreas as a high 
flMUidarin*a wife, and waa much pleaaed at my 
aaying the likeneaa waa yery good. The photc^ 
giapha were aa highly coloured as tlie lady waa 
when I aaw her. 

The Chineae ladiea certainly do not agree with 
the idea ^ Beauty unadorned, adorned the moat,** 
fer they aaaiat nature in every possible way. Thia 
young lady*a fece waa iromenaely rouged in the uaual 
Chineae feahion. There were circular patchea 
of the rouge by the eyebrowa going up to the 
blow, and circular patchea of it on the cheeka 
at aone little diatance from the noae. The colour 
ia moat brilliant, and no attempt ia made to 
the rouge. Her eyebrowa were ahared 
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into a perfect aich, and i>encilled; m line wm 
painted under her eyes^ and her lips were atained 
with rermilion. She really was a pretty woman, 
with delicate straight featoree^ and a very pretty 
well-formed nose. She insisted upon taking oat 
her earrings and upon my trying them ; they were 
made in the double ring, the higher one in gold 
with grey enamel on it, the lower one in jade- 
stone. All the ladies in one family wear jewel- 
lery of the same pattern and raloe. 

The one thing no man can accuse the Chinese 
of is love of change. The style of hair, oostume, 
jewellery, shoes, etc, is all stereotyped. A certain 
set of things is worn for the summer by the ladies, 
and certain sets for the winter, autumn and spring. 
No modiste is required to set the fashions in 
China ; a new style of garment would be looked 
upon nvith suspicion and dislike by a Chinese lady. 
Sumptuary law reigtis supreme here. Mr. Howqua 
now came into the room, and told us that dinner 
was ready, and we went back to the atrium leading 
to Mrs. Howqua's bedroom. There the table waa 
laid exactly in the eame manner as it had been 
for luncheon, only the dishes were more numerous. 
The same delay in sitting down was obserred, 
and I tried to look modest, bowed, and by my 
manner asked my hostess to seat herselfl But I 
soon gare up the contest and took my seat We 
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tomNuulad by amaht and daTesi and we were 
fMsed the whole time hj tome young slare girli. 
Oertably this is Tery much needed in the intense 
heat of a Chinese summer. I was much snrprised 
to feel something moist suddenly applied to my 
ferehead, and on taming roond I foond one of the 
asBahs had a little brush in her hand wet with 
some kind of oosm^ique. The Tigoroos fan* 
aing behind me raised my hair, and oaused it 
to look Tery untidy in the eyes of a Chinese 
woman. When the hair is arranged in the teapot 
styles a matter which takes some hours to com- 
plete^ a brush wet witli a thick oosm^tique is drawn 
orer the whole, giving it a most sticky appear- 
ance. This is renewed at intenrals during the day. 
A Chinese lady spends daily between one and 
two hours before her glass whilst her amah is 
arranging her hair. The amah attended to my 
hair sereral times during dinner, going to the 
eomer of the hall to fetch her little brush when 
my hair, reoorering from the cosmitique, began 
to assert itselt I reoeired the same amount of 
attention from my hostess as she had shown me 
at luncheon : my little basin was always ftdl of 
Tarioos delicacies, and I had to rise seToral times 
to leoeire dainty morsels from the points of my 
friend's chopsticks. Henry had told me before 
that Chinese etiquette requiied that I should 
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return the attention in the same manner. Bat 
this was impoasibley as I was not mistrees of mj 
chopsticks. My ineffectual efforts to conrey 
the food to my mouth with them caused much 
merriment to the ladies, and young Howqua often 
showed me how to use them. He ate in the same 
Yoracious manner as before, and was not cheeked 
by his grandmother. One of the amahs interfered 
with liim as he was sitting cross-legged with his 
feet on his chair like a young Turk. The young 
gentleiban became furious, turned round and 
abused the attendant, and begged his mother 
to beat her for the offence. 

One dish which was phtced before me puizled 
me much : it looked like fine grass, and when I 
asked tlie name of it, I learned that it was sea- 
weed. It was 80 entangled that I could not 
extract a mouthful of it from the basin with my 
chopsticks. Without speaking to me, my paiw 
ticular attendant took the green tangled contenta 
into her hands from the little bowl, divided it 
with her fingers, and replaced it in my basin. 
These amahs are accustomed to help their mis- 
tresses in this way. The last dish was rice, and 
my little bowl was piled up with it, and the ladies 
tried to teach me to eat it in true Chinese fashiom 
They place the basin close to the under lip^ and 
then with dosed chopsticks push the rice into 
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their moaths with mAnrellous rapidity, Mrt. 
HowqiiA told me not to be shy about it, that it 
was the euftiMii for all to eat rice in this way. It 
was Bot thynen that prevented roe from proTing 
an apt popil, bat the detire not to put mucli of 
the rioe into my mouth, ae it was flaTOured 
with something which gave it a |NDk colour and 
a most unpleasant taste. I had alretdy done 
sofficient yiolence to my feelings in the rarious 
dishes of which I had partaken. With the rice 
a little dish was brought in containing siIk*wonn 
dirysalises boiled and serred up with chilies. The 
pretty young lady partook of this dish in great 
quantities, although it was so hot in flarour that 
I could scarcely swallow one of the chilies. I 
could not bring myself to taste one of the fat, soft- 
looking chr}'salises. This dish, so this lady in- 
formed me, is a cure for indigestion. Between the 
Tarious mouthfuls of it she took a puff from a 
pipe held to tlie side of her mouth by her amah, 
who was placed behind her. When dinner was 
orer we again adjourned to Mrs. Howqua*s bed- 
room. Have I told you that there are two hand- 
somely carred wooden bedsteads in this room, 
one black and one red? At this time of year 
there is neither mattress nor coferings ou thebed% 
only a piece of matting laid on the bedstead, and 
wooden pillowa. Mosquito eurtaias hang round 
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the bed. A laige black wood waxdxobe goes down 
the length of the room, and there is a table 
made in black wood on which is placed a high 
toilet glass. The seats are, in fact, high stools. 
After we had sat together in Mrs. Howqaa*s 
bedroom half an hoar or more, I became so in^ 
tensely tired that I coold remain no longer, and, 
notwithstanding the entreaties of the ladies not 
to leare, I stood up resolutelj and said I most 
put on my hat 

LETTEB XDL 

OAjnov, Aofwl SSid, 1S77. 

My dear Mother, 

I HAD neither time nor space to write all 
I had to say in my last badget, and could not 
therefore describe to you an amusing interview 
we had had with some Chinese ladies in our 
favourite retreat, the Taai-Tung-Eoo-tsze monas- 
tery. On paying a certain sum of money, ladies 
are allowed to occupy the chief rooms for a 
time, and the monks, few in number as they are, 
retire to smaller rooms below. The object these 
ladies had, we found, in coming to this monastery, 
and remaining in it two or three days, was to 
worship Eoon*yam, the goddess of mercy, and to 
pray to her for the sonls of those who^ haying 
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died, haTe left no one beliind them on earth to 
pimy for them, and iie therefore rappoeed to be 
flitting abooty nnappeaaed and angry, capable of 
annoying the liring io erery poesible way. This 
partienlar worahip, with its aooompaniroenta of 
ofliMings of paper money, and paper dothee, and 
the letting off of a great quantity of fire-crackers, 
is going on in all parts of the city. These Chinese 
ladies^ seeing ns in the garden from their windows, 
innted ns upstairs to pay them a Tisit We were 
spending the day, as we so often do, in our garden 
house, which was perhaps two minutes* walk from 
the apartments whe^ the ladies were staying. 
Henry was also allowed to go upstairs, and my little 
friend accompanied us. They seemed so pleased 
to see us, made us sit down, and waited upon us, 
bringing us tea, melon-seeda— which the Chinese 
ladies most adroitly break open with their front 
teeth — preserred pineapple, and eikes. These 
ladies did not belong to the higher rank of society 
like the Howqua family, but tliey were gentle 
and refined in manner. Two out of the seven had 
small feet One of them decorated my hair with 
natural flowers, which were standing in a ssucer 
to be used fer omamentbg their coiffures. They 
were much amused with the fisimess of my arms^ 
comparing them with their own brown arms. One 
of the ladies eraekod the melo n seeds for me with 
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her teeth (one must pat away one's natnral pre- 
judices when one moves amongst a strange peo* 
pie), and all were most attentiye to me. There is 
something very winning and unselfish in the way 
a Chinese lady behaves towards her guest; she 
does not seem to wonder what we foreigners think 
of her— her whole manner is as artless and un- 
studied as that of a child. They always r^;ret 
that I cannot speak to them, but say, I suppose 
to console me, that will comei ** maan-maan ** 
(«* presently"). 

A {(trict fast from meat is observed whilst this 
wonhip for the souls of the uncared-for departed 
takes place. Certain boats, only used for religious 
purposes, are hired at this time by those who ara 
anxious to. join in the worship, and priests are 
hired to chant services for the spirits of the men 
who have died unwept and unhonoured. These 
boats are most brilliantly illuminated, when dark- 
ness has set in, from stem to stem by multitudes 
of lanterus, and as they glide down the river 
they have a fairy-like appearance. The mono* 
tonous chant of the priests sounds most Catholic, 
and one could fancy it was a Gregorian strain 
rather than a chaut from the lips of heathen 
monks. The small lanterns are suspended in 
endless number from the masts and ropes, and the 
boat is outlined and covered with these bright- 

p 2 
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eolowed lABtenn. The effect of one of these boats 
IS it fleets by our Iioiise is as of a thiug of magie» 
and the refleetion in the rirer is brilliant The 
priests thiow burning paper dothes and paper 
noney into the rirer as they recite the prayers 
fDrthedead. These paper clothes and mock money 
are supposed to become spiritualised by the action 
of fire, and so to be adapted to the use of the poor, 
naked, craring ghosts flitting on the snriaoe of the 
water. A smaU boat» with a fire burning in it, is 
rowed in front of the larger one in which the re- 
ligious worship is going on, to the aocompaniment 
of musical instruments. A gong is beaten at intei^ 
Tals to attract the spirits to the spot Several 
smaller boats, also baring fires burning in them, 
capable of holding one man only, are rowed by 
the side of the fioating temple. The object of 
these is to show the spirits the spot where the 
paper clothes and paper money are being thrown 
into the river for their use. Oil lamps are also 
placed in small earthenware ressels, and fioat in 
the track of the large boat to senre as guides for 
the spirits. Truly, one exclaims, this is a super* 
stations people, wedded to their own idolatrous 
belief and customs I 

The weather has become oooler since I last 
wiole to you, and we have had much lain and 
high windsL On the Slst^ about noon, we sud- 
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denly heard a curious sound like that of a 
large steamer coming up the rirer. The boat 
population at once screamed out in fear, and 
talked loudly, rowing at the same time as hard 
as they could to the shelter of the riyer walL 
Henry was writing at the table in the dining* 
roomi the windows of which were as usual open 
to- the ground. In a moment all his papers were 
blown off the table on to the floor. On looking 
out from the verandah we saw that the riyer was 
agitated into waves, and the wind was rushing 
madly towards us, making a wide path in the 
centre of the river. All was confusion. Our 
servants called out ** Typhoon I typhoon I ** 
(which means ''large wind I large windP), and 
immediately closed all the windows and the 
typhoon shutters. The rain came down in tor- 
rents, and was driven before the hurricane. The 
noise of yoices raised to a high pitch of alarm 
continued to increase as the boats were hurried 
past our windows to the creeks where the chance 
of safety was greater. The people •yociferated 
as Chinese only can vociferate when any calamity 
takes place. We soon heard that an accident 
had occurred just to the left of our house : a 
boat had been capsized, and two children, of six 
and eight years of age, had been washed out of 
it and drowned They were picked up by the 
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crow of * gig belonging to one of the steamerfli 
and were placed on the bund dose to our hooM. 
A Chineee doetor Iiappened to be on the spot» 
but be could render no aid, as life was extinct in 
both children* Family affection is great in China,^ 
and the mother of these children wus screaming in 
^^^ P^ff wnnging her hands, and imploring the 
doctor to give her back her children. This hnr- 
ricane^and the same applies to all storms of wind, 
was sopposed bj the Chinese to be caused by the 
dragon, which inhabits tlie Pearl Rirer, taming 
himself, and twisting his tail out of the water. One 
of oar coolies, an intelligent man, grarely told as 
that yesterday, at the commencement of the storm 
of wind, he saw the dragon's tail lifted out of the 
water, and that a little boat wss raised on it 
Oar old book coolie, however, woald not subscribe 
to this, and when Henry questioned him he said 
that Chan-ashn (the coolie) might haTe seen the 
dragon, bat tiiat he believed the big wind came 
from heaven. 80 yoa see, even here amongst the 
believers in tlie combined teaching of Confadas 
and Boddlia, there is a difference in points of 
iaith. The river dragon is supposed to possess the 
power of keeping in darance rile a limited nam- 
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ber of 8oal8» ani of calling those he desires to 
him. When a certain namber of men are newly 
drowned, so many souls in proportion become free 
from the dragon*s power, and can ascend from the 
water. This is one great cause why the Chinese 
will not help drowning people. They fear, by 
doing so, they might make the soul angry whose 
turn it is to escape from the dragon*s power, and 
that, when it has an opportuuity, it would do 
some harm to them. 

The river dragon is much feared, and therefore 
much worshipped, by the population living in boats. 
We have since heard of other accidents caused by 
this mighty rush of wind. Two passenger boats, 
carrying a great number of people, were upset 
and the passengers drowned. Some houses were 
blown down, and the inhabitants who were in them 
were badly injured. It was a mercy we were not 
on the river at the moment. We had intended 
to cross over to Fa-tee to sit in our garden house, 
and it was arranged that Henry should go fir&t, 
and Minnie and I were to follow after luncheon. 
Henry would certainly have been on the river at 
the moment of the hurricane, if a heavy shower 
had not preceded it, and prevented him from 
starting. This is a dangerous and treacherous 
river, and I am very nervous at times when 
making excursions on iU Thb year especially it 
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hu been roost niiiafey from the strong currents 
end OTerflowing tides. A boat was caught the 
other day in an eddy close to the city, and went 
down head foremost I am yery anxious about 
Henry's weekly journeys to Whampoa» and it 
is yery late before he gets home to pat my 
liBars to rest It has been two o'clock, and eyen 
past that hour, before be has reached Shameen, 
when the wind and tide haye been against him. 
He starts from Whampoa about half-post nine fjl 
He cannot take a nap, as if he were to do so his 
four boatmen would give in and not attempt to pull 
with all their remaining strength against the tide. 
After the rtorm came the calm, and we were able 
to cross the rirer (I with no feeling of security) 
and spend the afternoon at Fa-tee. On our return 
home about seyen o'clock, we saw the curious 
ceremony of bumiog paper dotlies and paper 
money in a street on the banks of the riyer. We 
rowed towards the spot, and went ashore to see 
what was taking place. Large piles of paper 
BKNiey had been burnt, and all along the rirer's 
bank in this neighbourhood I saw a row of red 
candles alight I suppose there must haye been 
two or three hundred of them. This particular 
worship for the souls of those who hate died in 
the streets was gifen by the proprietors of a large 
warehooae. Before tbe warehouse a long tabk 
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was placed, and on it was spread a great Tariety of 
offerings in fruit and yegetables. These are ex- 
posed for a giyen time, during which the spiritual 
part is supposed to be accepted by the hungry 
ghosts. The material part is then taken home 
and provides a feast for the worshippers. We 
Faw on our way home many of these grand illu- 
minations and burning of paper money and 
clothes, taking place at intervals along the banks 
of the river. All this is done in honour of the 
spirits of the poor, and of those who have none 
on earth to pray for them. These ceremonies 
last from the Ist to the 15th day of this the 
seventh month of the Chinese year. 

We sit out on the bund immediately opposite 
our house, or on our verandah, afier dinner, as it 
is too hot to remain indoors. I am lost in 
admiration of the pretty fire-flies which flit about 
in all directions, and look like small lanterns in 
tlie distance. I enjoy our walks into the city and 
its suburbs as much as ever. We buy blue china 
in all parts of the city, and the other day found 
two good plates in a most curious little shop in 
the purlieus of the city. I am also anxious to 
collect some of the beautiful Chinese embroidery 
in silk. It is most charming in taste and design. 
We have a queer little man, a dealer in embroidery, 
who visits us at times when he has anything he 
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thinks will tempt as. '* That work man haye Qioime^ 
our boj says to me, and awaj I go at onoe to in- 
spect the treasares he has brought. I generally find 
the queer little man, with a pipe in his month, 
sitting in the library with my husband He displays 
what he has with him, and if it should be a grand 
embroidered coat, tiie ugly little one-eyed roan puts 
it on, stretching out his arms wide so that we may 
see the whole pattern on it He names his price, 
generally a high one, and Henry says quietly, 
*No can, too mnchee money .** The little man 
then takes his seat again and pufls at his pipe. 
After ten minutes' intenral at least, he names a 
rather lower price, but most probably still too 
high. Sometimes we come to terms ; sometimes 
he departs with all he has brought. Once or 
twice he has gone to the serrants' quarters, and 
there waited, and after some time has sent one of 
the bqys in to make an offer at a lower price. A 
great deal of tiie beoutiful old work comes from 
the theatres, for they do not adopt the European 
custom of painting or working for effect at a die* 
tance. All is genuine and good,and the costumes 
and decorations in Obina must cost each trading 
guild which gets up a theatrical representation 
a coQsideiable sum of money. Some of the em* 
broidery now in our possession has been used in 
theatres. It looks quite fresh, and is Tery hand* 
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some. Some of it is embroidered in gold on aottrlet 
doth, and part of it is gold embroiderj in beautiful 
scrolls and patterns on a black groancL I wus much 
amused with our little Chinese friend the other daj. 
He had brought some embroiderj for us to see, 
and displayed it in our drawing-room over the sofia, 
chairs, etc. We had then just purchased some 
large black carved wood chairs, two for ourw 
selyesy which were placed in our drawing-room; 
and four others, bought for friends, stood in 
the dining-room. The little man's quick eye 
saw the new furniture, and within two or three 
days he brought us six beautiful red chair-back 
covers and seats, which were embroidered in gold* 
These covers and seats are used by the Chinese 
on fSte days, and look so bright and handsome on 
the black wood furniture. After some discussion 
we purchased two of these tempting pieces of 
embroidery. One curious fact in Chinese furni- 
ture is the little variety one meets with in it in 
size and pattern. I begin to know all the devices. 
The chairs are either small, and so of a sise for 
use at table, etc, or of a large size, with anna, to 
be used in reception halls. There was therefore 
no doubt about these chair-coverg, which were 
intended to go tight over the backs and arms of 
the chairs, being the right sise. 
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LETTEB XX. 

Gavtov, AvfMl t5ib, 1877. 

Ut dbar Uotbsb, 

Oir tii6 20th inaL, the state worship on 
oecesion of the emperoi^s birthday took place. 
Henrj wis most anxious for roe to go, as he 
fsaied that if I did not embrace the present 
oppor tun ity, another might not offer. Next year 
the ceremony may take pUu!e on a Sunday ; or 
we might be up the country; or something 
else might prsTent me from seeing this worship 
paid to the emperor's tablet As is slways the case 
with special religious serrices in China, it wus held 
Tory eariy in the morning, in fact at break of day, 
four o'clock A.M. The spirits are sup|)osed to be 
more active, more inclined to hear petitions, and 
to be mora especially present in the tablets, idoli^ 
etc, early in the day. We agreed to be called at 
twoo'ckKk AM. on Monday morning, to go down 
the riTer in a slipper boat as far as one of the 
city gates. A chair was to be in readiness for 
9se thete^ in which I was to go to the Haan« 
Shao-Euung, or Ten Thousand Tears Palace. 
It would have been Tery inoun?enient to go 
all the way in chain on aooount of the doeed 



FOUBTEEN UONTHB TS CASTOX. 221 

citj gate* and barricaded streeta through which 
we shoald have had to poos, but by perfbrm- 
iDg moBt of the jootney hj water, we only had 
one gate to piwa through. We lent a ooolie 
the night before (Sunday) to promise this gat«- 
keeper a kamsbaw if he woald get ap it two 
o'clock the following morning, and open the 
gate for us. Our plans were npeet when th« 
morniDg arrived, as Henry had liada very tediooa 
row home from Whampoa against a strong tide, 
and did not reach the Chaplaincy until after half- 
past twelve. It was impoeuble for him to attempt 
auotherjonrney, be was so thoronghly prostrated 
by the fatigue and heat, and his heary day's work. 
He would not hear of my giving op our proposed 
excunion, so, to prevent his attempting what X 
feared would make him really ill, I suggested tliat 
he shouM trust me with oor compradors and 
Chong-Shing, the teacher. 

When the rap came at the bedroom door at 
two o'clock, I must say that X heartily wished the 
mandarins were not so early in their habits. We 
started about half-past two, the two men I have 
mentioned, our old coolie, and X. The four boat- 
men in the slipper boat were equal to the do^, 
although they had had such a heavy pull up from 
Whampoa. All went smoothly. X fimnd my 
chair waiting at the city gate, and X got into it. 
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I WIS flmoh amiued bj a feaiare of extreme 
eeoooiny in my guideii They had started from 
bome in their short jackets, and both carried a 
little parcel done np in a handkerchief. At 
this gate the parcel was undone and the two men 
put on their long coats. Although we arrived 
at the temple soon after three o'clock ajc, many 
of the inferior mandarins had already assembled 
and weie seated in an outer court, and one or 
two higher dass mandarins occupied their seats 
in the inner court. All these ceremoniab are 
attended by the greatest amount of etiquette it is 
posriUe to conoeiTe. 

Thus the smallest man starts from his yamun 
at an hour long before the appointed time of the 
ceremony, and on leaving his residence be sends 
a messenger to the yamun of the mandarin next 
higher in rank to himself, to ssy that he is already 
on his journey. Number two then starts, know* 
ing that the inferior will have arrived before him 
at the rendesvous, and be there to rise and receive 
him in due form. Number two on starting dee- 
patches a mcMeiiger to number three, and so on, 
until the greatest man is reached at last Each 
fresh arrifal of a higher mandarin was greeted by 
the mandarins already assembled, who advanced 
towards the entrance of the robing^room in two 
iwws mute and motionlesi^ whilst the bigger man 
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passed throagh them with slow and majestic gait» 
looking neither to the right nor left of him^ bat 
proceeding to his appointed seat, all the others 
following in dignified silence. A mandarin of 
important rank is simply inflated by pride and 
pomposity. His movements are all regulated 
by rules of etiquette. Therefore each man of 
equal rank is a copy of the one modeL So 
exactly to time is the foot encased in its huge 
black silk boot brought forward, turned to a- 
right angle, and then raised before being placed 
forward to take a majestic step, that it gives these 
mandarins the effect of being moved by wires. 
No smile is to be seen on their faces, no expression 
but one of stereotyped stolidity. When a man- 
darin seats himself on these public occasions 
all is again by rule. He raises his long silk coat, 
gradually drops into the chair, puts his feet in 
the first position with his knees wide apart, and 
generally places a hand on each knee. When finally 
adjusted in his chair, he raises his eyes and takes 
a dignified look about him, not altering a muscle 
of his face, nor appearing to be struck by anything 
he sees. The three most important men present 
on this occasion were the Viceroy, the Grovemor 
and the Tartar General, all mandarins of the first 
order, and each wearing the much coveted pale 
red button. The Viceroy takes precedence of 
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Um Go?«nor and Tartar Greneral, and is the first 
man in the prorinoe. To show his importance, 
it was fiilly a quarter of an hoar after the 
Goremor had arriTed before we heard sounds of 
his approaching procession. The temple itself pre* 
sented a most fairylike appearance, dimly lighted as 
it now was with an immense number of oil chan- 
deliers and coloured lanterns painted in yarious 
derioes. The quadrangle immediately before the 
shrine which, as I told you in a previous letter, 
contains a iac-simile of the emperor's throne at 
Pekin with the emperor's tablet resting on it, 
was lighted with hundreds of small lights. These 
lights, which much resembled our nightlights, 
were placed four in number, in receptacles, on iron 
rods which hung from the roof of the cloister sur- 
rounding the quadrangle. As no mandarin is con« 
sidered high enough in rank to enter the shrine 
itself to worship the tablet, it is in the centre of 
the quadrangle that the ceremony is performed. 

I had been immensely interested in all that was 
going on around me during the hour of delay before 
the worship began, in watching the mandarins 
receiving each other — at walking over to the 
other side of the quadrangle to see the military 
mandarins Two of these were of the first rank 
and sat on a dalsat the end of their robing-room, 
looking as pompous as man can look. There was 
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a great harrying to and firo of attendants, who 
swarmed in the quadrangle. The lowest man- 
darins haye twenty, and mandarins of the first 
rank, one hundred attendants. Serrants brought 
into the quadrangle large wooden chests, sus- 
pended from their shoulders on bamboo poles, 
containing suits of mourning apparel for the man- 
darins. This curious custom is obsenred on the 
supposition that the Emperor might possibly die 
whilst the ceremony is taking place, and so pro- 
vides that in this case the mandarins should go 
home in mourning garments. Other boxes carried 
in by servants contained court hats worn by the 
mandarins only at the time the ceremony is being 
performed. In other boxes I saw teapots, cups and 
saucers, pipes, etc The mandarins wear their 
handsome full court dress on this occasion. The 
skirt is dark blue silk beautifully embroidered in 
silk and gold thread ; a tippet is also worn, which 
is much ornamented with gold embroidery. The 
hat, which is the ordinary pointed official hat^ is 
trimmed fully with a deep fringe of red floss 
silk, and surmounting the apex is that distin- 
guishing mark of rank, the coloured pear-shaped 
button. 

Every official present rose as the clash of musical 
instruments announced the near approach of the 
Viceroy. In two or three minutes he arrivedt 

Q 
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alighted from his State chair, and passed op the 
centre of the long row of mandarins standing bj 
the entnmce of the robing'Toom, in the centre of 
which the Goremor was waiting to receiye him. 
The two great men chin-chinned each other, and 
pa sse d np together te the raised dais at the 
end of the room, and seated themselres simul- 
taneously. The twelre mandarins rarying from 
the first to the foorth rank took their seats on 
benches arranged down the sides of the room, 
where they had already passed the last bonr or 
more smoking and chatting together, when not 
required to go to tlie entrance to welcome a 
higher brother-oflBcial. These robing>rooms were 
open to the quadrangle, so that from where I 
stood I could see all that passed in them. The 
court hats, tippets, and skirte were now put on by 
the mandarins with the assistance of their atten- 
dants. The three great men then walked slowly 
into the quadrangle, followed by all the mandarins 
according to their rank. The Viceroy, Goremor, 
and Tartar General placed themselres side by side 
befoce the first three kneeling-mate in the centre of 
the quadrangle, and the other mandarins arranged 
theaselTes in order ofpreoedence behind them. A 
band of musical instnimento accompanying them, 
ceased playing when all had taken their places ; 
and the master of the cersmooies, stending cm 
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the highest step to the right of the shriBO, gave 
the word for the ceremony to commence. It 
was this : '* AdvAnce, kneel, knock the head/* An 
inferior mandarin first adyanced, and after three 
repeated kau-taus withdrew. He was supposed 
to make the offerings to the emperor, which 
were already placed on the altar before the 
tablet. The Toice of the master of the oeremoiues 
was heard a second time, and now the Viceroy, 
GroTemor, Tartar General and erery mandarin 
present, solemnly advanced their left feet forward 
at the same moment, took them back, then ad- 
vanced their right feet, knelt on both knees, and 
bending their heads knocked them three times on 
the ground. All the company of mandarins then 
rose, rested a minute until the shrill voice of 
command was again heard, when they all went 
through the same genuflections. They again 
rose and for the third time bent tlie knee and 
performed the kau-tau. When the three times 
three hud been performed, the whole assembly 
left the quadrangle in regular order, and each 
mandarin returned to his 4ppointed place. The 
centre shrine was a blaze of light: large chan- 
deliers lighted it inside, and little lanterns were 
hung under the broad roof along the facade of 
the building. The doors were wide open, aud the 
imperial tablet, the object of worship, was thus 

Q 2 . 
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TisiUe to alL As I bare already described 
H and its inscriptioiit I will not say more abont 
it now. I was standing the wbole time of the 
ceremooy on the granite steps which oecopy the 
centre of the qnadnmgle, baring the Viceroy 
and Goremor immediately on my left, the Tartar 
General and some mandarins on my right hand. 

I retained now with my goideSi and took np my 
position in front of the robing-room. I saw the 
high oflkials disrobe, remoTO their coort hats, and 
pot on their ordinary mandarin hats ; they then sat 
down, tea was handed, and they chatted together. 
In a sliort time I heard some steps behind me, 
and on tnming round I saw the procession of the 
Tartar Greneral and military mandarins, who had 
left their robing-room, and wttre adranciug to 
sslnte the Viceroy, Goremor, etc The two 
latter rose to receive their guests, chin-chinned 
thfcm, and placed the Tartar General on the dsis. 
Yon cannot, without seeing it for yourself^ fully 
understand the manner of these oflBciala It is 
self-contained, dignified, pompous, intensely quiet» 
and brimftii of etiquette. 

Ton will wonder how the crowd had behared 
to me all this time, and how I had been able, the 
only woman presenti to stand amongst tliea. 
Vi^ the truth is that they took no notioe of me 
at alL All had oonie to see the e er sa o gjr, or to 
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wait on their masters, and I escaped with little 
obserTation. Our compradore now said to me» 
** More better yon go that side, *spo6e yon waatchee 
see alio that largee mandarin go.** So I got into 
my chair, and was carried to a qniet spot to wait 
and see the processions of the diffiarent officials 
as they left the temple. . Bnt firsts I hare forgotten 
to say I had a look at an open-air theatre, which 
was temporarily placed in the enter oonrt of the 
temple, where a play was being performed whilst 
the religious ceremony was being held in the 
temple itselfl This play represented an emperor 
bestowing honours and rewards upon* his faithful 
ministers of state. 

There were nine actors on the stage. A throne 
was erected, and an actor, grandly dressed, 
representing the emperor, was seated on it, 
and in a high falsetto key was speechifying. 
No doubt he was giving some excellent adrioe. 
The other actors were arranged on each side 
of this personage, and were moving about in 
true dignified, pompous, mandarin style. After 
waiting in my chair for half an hour, gongs an- 
nounced the approach of some of the officials 
from the temple. Several mandarins passed 
me in succession, each accompanied by many 
attendants, varying in number according to the 
rank of their masters. Then came the chief 
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proeewioo. Words ikil me to describe the extra* 
ofdintfj Appeannoe of these csTalcades. At the 
heed of esoh csme men bearing huge lanterns 
with the titles painted on them of the great man 
to whom they belonged ; then there were ragged 
bojs carrjing the insignia of rank, silk flags, and 
painted boards with titles npon tliem in raised 
diaraeters. Then equerries, who were handsomely 
dressed in silk robes and mounted on ponieSy passed 
by. The ponies were bnt poor creatures, very 
thin, with their bones nearly coming through the 
skin, the £it riders in their flowing robes looking 
Tery carioatures on their sorry brutes. Then 
came the military; do not picture to yourself 
European troops when I mention these. Their 
1^ and feet were bare, and they wore red or red 
and blue tunics and trousers, rery shabby in 
appearance ; their hats I cannot describe, except 
hf^ saying that some of them were in shape 
like a tall European hat, only these were made 
in transparent lattice-work of bamboa Others 
wore headdresses still more diflScult to describe. 
They were made of gold tinsel in the shape of 
cnmns; fkom the sides of the highest part rose 
two kmg argus pheasant feathers, more than 
iMir iSaet in length, made longer than nature 
intended by being mounted on to wire ends. 
Fidnre to yourself this costume, this theatrical 
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headgear» the owner in shabby tunic and red 
trousers just past the knee, bare-legged, and 
having no shoes. 

The whole struck me as like a pantomime* and 
appeared still more grotesque as daylight now 
began to appear. You know we hare no dawn here ; 
as the sun rises, so day begins. The lanterns were 
extinguished, and I saw the members of the pro- 
cession in their true unyamished light. And now 
came the Viceroy in his chair of state borne by 
twelve men. He sat with arms raised on the 
shelves beside him, and his head thrown forward. 
His stolid expression was preserved. The procee- 
sion was closed by more mandarins on horseback, 
attendants bearing flags, insignia, etc. I hare not 
yet mentioned my early ramble in the city to any 
of the European community. I fear they may 
think me strong-minded; and what is the nee 
of speaking of these things to those wlio take 
no interest in the manners and cnstoms of tlie 
singular people among whom they dwell ? 



LETTER XXL 

Oaxtov, Aogvtt 80ih» 1S77. 

IIt deab Mother, 

I ALWAYS have so much to describe when I 
sit down to write you an account of what I haTe 
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teM in tbe dty, that I most neoeMuily omit rnneh. 
As we aro going along tbe ftreete I feel engiotted 
in ell I fee aioond me, end I em often celling 
npon Henrj for en explenetion. This is rether 
dilBenlt» e% if we eie in eheir% it tekes some time 
for me to make tlie cooliee eheed stop, end 
we often here peawd tbe pertieoler spot or shop 
before I cen meke Henrj beer. If we are walk- 
ing we are rarely side hj side. The streets are 
so rery much crowded end there is seldom room 
for ns to be together ; if we welk abreest for a 
few minutes, we are sors to be intermpted bj an 
itinerant pork-seller, fishmonger, or some man 
oanying a harden, who cries oat, ** Clear the 
way."* Very often it is a chair for which yoa 
baTO to stand on one side, tbe coolies sometimes 
ceUing oat * Make way, a great physician is in 
oor chair, who is on his road to see a dying 
patient** This cry Henry knows to be not 
strictly tme at all times, es tbe coolies baTO 
resorted to it when carrying him in haste to some 
pertieoler spot The streets are also a snare to 
me: I bsTe to look where I am going, for the 
granite slabs by which they are pared are most 
aneren ; in foot there is no pretence at osing any 
particolar siaed blocks of stone; so if one is not 
eareftd one may catch one*s heel in a piece of stone 
stending high abore its neigbboor. Tbe bridgee 
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are numeroiis in the city, and are generally ap* 
preached by steep stone steps. They please me 
very mnch by their qnaintness^ and the Chinese 
in their large pointed crowned bati^ their tails, 
and flowing robesy look most piotnresqne as they 
cross them. They are most varied in design, 
some being very much raised in the centre, 
others flat In one of oar walks, a few days 
ago^ we saw a great many of the sights which 
came in onr way, and we spent the day in the 
city and its suburbs. The first halt was made 
at a Chinese dispensary, where three or four 
natiye physicians give advice gratis from eight 
AM. to two PJL daily. A ticket is handed 
to each patient, which is given np by him on 
receiving advice. Small soms of money and 
rice are also given here, to aged and poor 
widows. Four free schools also receive peca- 
niary assistance from this dispensary, and ooflins 
too are provided for paupers. On coming ont of 
the dispensary we saw a group of men playing at 
cards in the street. The players were squatting 
on the ground with a board in front of them, and 
men interested in the game were looking on. 
The cards used by Chinese, and with which they 
play a great variety of games, are about the 
same length as European cards, but they are 
very narrow, being scarcely an inch in width. 
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I ham often wmi groups of men pUyiag at cud* 
is tb» ■tnettb uid lo ftbtorbed were they in tbeir 




f{tmet ae lo be atterlj r^wdlen of tb* boej 
cmrde uoond tliea. We went into ooe ef 
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the opium divaiiB which is doae to the dis- 
pensary, and saw men in all stages of stapor 
from smoking the drug. It was a most re* 
Yolting sighty and I turned with disgust from 
the man who was supplying the opium to these 
poor creatures. Wooden couches are placed 
round the room, upon which these in&tuated 
men lie and inhale the poisonous drug. Many of 
them had a most attenuated appearance. When 
once opium smoking has become a oonfinned 
habity the victim is utterly wretched if he, by any 
circumBtance, should be unable to indulge in his 
opium pipe at the customary hours. When walk* 
ing along the streets the other day, we met a man 
who had evidently been deprired of his opium 
pipe beyond the usual time ; his distress was most 
evident, and as he went along towards the opium 
divan his moaning was most painful to hear. 
We walked on afterwards to see the beautiful 
French cathedral, which was begun in 1863 and 
is not yet completed. It is built of granite^ and 
is a noble specimen of Perpendicular (Jothia 
One is surprised to find this fine cathedral within 
the walls of the heathen city. There are schools 
and an orphanage in connection with it. The 
present bishop has resided in CSanton upwards 
of thirty years, and is much beloved by his 
co-religionists. The French cathedral, schoola» 
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ele^ ooeapj the aita on whidi the pelace of the 
Yieeroj Yeh Cnrmerly stood. In marked oontmi 
to the etthedrel was the bnflding which we next 
▼itttedy a whiteweshed di«entiog ehapel with beie 
walli^ BMMi iminTitiiig to the pewer»-by. It must 
be diffioalt lor the Chinese conTert, socostomed as 
he has been to a high ritoalt to mnch deeor a ti o n in 
the teaiple» and to the giraig of his sobstanee lor 
the worship of his gods, to understand the motiTO 
which inllnenoss these Christians to worship God 
in a mesgre boose of prayer which costs them as 
little as possible^ and is as plain as hands can 
make it. On learing this chapel we entered the 
old cityt and passed throogh the street called by 
Europeans the Bird-cage Walk, in which, as the 
name soggesti^ are sereral shops where birds of 
▼arions kinds and ornamental bird-cages are 
sold. I hare bought here lately some canariei^ 
Java sparrows, two small birds called nuns, with 
brown bodies and black beads, two kingfishers, and 
a blue jay. These feathery creatures, ezoepting 
the last two, which are in cages by themsel?es^ 
are now in my large ariary. We now entered 
a street called the Street of Four Monu- 
mental Arches^ in which we saw fife rather than 
fear of these arches, all of them raised to the 
msmory of men oelebtated in their day eithsr fcr 
leamini^ Tirtns^ fakmr^ ilial piety, or longefitj. 
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MoDiiiiiental arohea in China take the place of 
public statnea in European dtiea, and are 
generally made of granite, bni sometioiea of 
red sandstone or brick. They are boilt in tlie 
form of a triple arch, having in the centre a 
large gate, and a smaller one on each side. An 
inscription is placed on a slab in the centre of 
tlie large arch, informing passers-by to whoee 
honour the arch is erected. On a small dab^ 
in a prominent position on the arch, are two 
characters which set forth that it is built by 
imperial decree. Having examined these monu- 
mental arches, which are now hemmed in at 
the sides by shops, we passed on and entered the 
Temple of the Fiye Genii.* These worthies 
are supposed to have entered the city of Canton 
riding on rams, and dressed in different cokmred 
robes. On passing through one of the markets 
they are reported to have said, ^May fiunine 
never visit the markets of this city,** and then 
they winged their flight through the air. FiTe 
stones found near the spot were supposed, from 
their resemblance to the rams, to be the petrified 
remains of those animals, and eventually they 
were removed to this temple. They are arranged 
at tlie feet of five well-e;Lecuted idol% represent- 



* ThcM gvnii an rappoted to itptmrni ik« ivt 
vis, flra, cartli, water, mttel, and wood. 
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ing tli6 fire geniL Tbeta idols tit id a row in a 
laige thriiie, and are coloured eo as to resemble 
life. Yoiaries worship here, especially in the 
fourth month of the Chinese year, when they come 
to rstom thanks to these gods for restored health. 
These Totaries then wesr a red dress similar to a 
Chinese prisoner's dress ; round their necks are 
ehainSi fetters are on their ankles^ end handcuffs of 
iroo round their wrists. These strange obserranoes 
are supposed to indicate humility on the part of 
the worshippers. In front of this shrine stands 
the Great Bell Tower. The Chinese and Tar- 
tars are most superstitious in regard to the bell 
which hangs in this tower, and believe that it 
has not been struck, since it was cast in 1308, with* 
out bringing disaster to the city. An epidemic 
which caused the death of a tlioussnd children was 
attributed to this bell having been inadvertently 
struck. In 1845 the tower having feUen into 
ruin had to be rebuilt, and the workmen were 
•njoined not to lei the bell be struck as they 
lowered it to the ground. But with all their 
caution it sounded out its doleful voice, and 
the consequence of this was a great mortality 
amongst the Tartars^ and also a fire in a theatre, 
by whioh three tliousind men died. Again 
in 1866 it was struck by a felling shot from 
UMA AMMMlsr, and the Chinese attributed 
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the subseqnent capture of the city by the allies 
to this Bound of ill-omen. 

In one of the courtyards of this temple I saw 
an impression, on a basaltic rock partly oorered 
with water, resembling the print of a human foot* 
which is supposed by the Chinese to be the 
impression of Buddha*s foot. You will be amused 
to hear that there is a small shrine here in 
honour of a monkey god. He is said to haye 
been formed from a rock, and to haye been 
hatched during the day by the heat of the sun, 
and during the night by the warmth of the moon. 
He became in time the king of all monkeys, and, 
learning the art of speaking, he was associated 
with man, and eventually taken into the seryice 
of Buddha. We went from this temple into 
the yamun in which the great Viceroy Yeh was 
captured in 1858 by British sailors. Close to 
this yaronn is the Confucian Temple, approached 
by a triple gateway built of red stone. In the 
courtyard I saw an artificial pond, in the form 
of a crescent, which is spanned by a bridge of 
three arches. I learnt from Henry that water is 
always placed in the precincts of a Confudan 
temple. It denotes purity, and therefore is sap- 
posed to be an emblem of the yirtue of the sage 
and of the purity of the doctrines he taught. 
In the shrine which stands at the end of the 
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qnadimiigla an idol of Gonfnoiiis hM bean placed 
euktnrj to the ezpre» teeobing of the sage^ 
who was much oppoaed to grayen images. It is 
more usual to find a red tablet only in a Confucian 
temple, with the name of Confucius recorded on 
it in letters of gold. A long cloister runs down 
the length of the quadrangle, and contains small 
shrines^ in honour of the serenty-two disciples of 
Confucius who shone with pre-eminence out of the 
number of his three thousand followers. In the 
inner quadrangle of the temple a shrine is dedicated 
to the parents and grandparents of Confucius. The 
Chinese not only honour a great man himself, 
but they extend their worship to bis progenitors, 
as they consider it is owing to their care and skill 
that the illustrious man is indebted for his great- 
ness. We went into a small shrine dedicated 
to the memory of virtuous women, which is op* 
pesite to the Confucian temple. Here we saw 
many wooden tablets arranged on sbelres, which 
bore the names of women who had spent their liTca 
in single blessedness. A granite arch is raised to 
their honour and stands in the courtyard of the 
shrine. Other tablets in this shrine record the 
names of those whose affianced husbands died 
before the marriageday hadarriyed, and who passed 
therestoftheir livcainastateofyirginity. Other 
tablets are in honour of widows who refused to 
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many a seoond time, or who on the death of 
their husbanda committed suicide^ not chooaing to 
auryive them. The latter form of soicide ia atiU 
regarded as meritorious by the Chinese. 

We next visited the Mohammedan moaqne 
which greatly resembles Chinese temples in its 
architectnre. It was built by an Arabian in 620f 
who is said, in Chinese annals, to hare been a 
younger brother of the mother of the piophet 
Mahomet As the walls of the mosque are painted 
red, it must have been erected by the sanction of 
the Chinese emperor then reigning. It is a plain 
building, bearing above the sanctum sanotonim the 
first line of the Koran in large Arabic oha[racter% 
j « There is but one God, and Mahomet is his 

i prophet." The pulpit is of wood, and a staff is 

I placed near it upon which the preacher leans as 

he delivers his sermons. The emperor's tablet 
stands on an altar in the mosque, and Mo- 
hammedans* are compelled by Chinese law to 
bum incense before this tablet, and to worship it. 
The law commands that this worship to the tablet 
of the emperor shall be paid in every Buddhial, 
Tauist and Mohammedan temple in the oountij. 
I saw the minaret in the courtyard which was for* 
merly used by the muezzins, who ascended it and 

* It It eompatad that not leM than 80,000,000 oT GMats^ 
hmy mohnc&d tha MohammadaD faith. 

m 
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proclaimed from its tammit the hour of prayer. 
It hae now iSUlen into decay. The limit of onr 
exoorsion this day was the fife-storied pagoda, 
which is bailt on the heights abore Canton. On 
our way there we tnrned aside into the st r eet 
called Chi-Hong-Eai, and entered a small temple 
to see the prophetic stone which is supposed to 
reflecti when gased upon by those who ccosnlt it^ 
what the fntnre has in store for them. Women 
chiefly Tisit this temple, and all classes are to be 
seen here, many of whom coosnlt the stone to 
know if there is any probability of their earnest 
longing to become mothers of male children being 
gratified. 

We afterwards passed the Flowery Pagoda. I 
must describe this most beaatifol pagoda to yoo, as 
it is one I so much admire and have often seen. 
It is nine storeys iu height ; it was built ▲.!>. 505, 
aftd was intended as a slirine to bold some relio 
of Buddha. The original idea in building pagodas 
was to represent the many mansions into which 
the Buddbirtical paradise is divided. The most 
. virtuous when they die are supposed, as Buddhas, 
to inhabit the highest place for millions or 
billions of yean — those who are less renowned for 
their good deeds are supposed to occupy the lower 
storeys. Now, however, pagodas are erected by the 
Chinese for the purpose of eierting a good geo- 
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mantio inflaence over the ooantry. Thus, the fields 
in the neighbourhood of a pagoda are rappoeed to 
prodace- good and abundant crops of grain ; the 
rivers which flow past it to abound with fish; 
young men who live in its neighbourhood to be 
successful at the literary examiDations ; and peace 
to prevail throughout the surrounding districts. 
We went on to the foot of a hill, getting out of 
our chairs to walk up the long flight of steps 
leading to the temple dedicated to Soon- Yam. 
The idol of this goddess is clothed^ and in 
this respect differs from most of the idols in the 
city. Her dress is handsomely embroidered. One 
curious custom is observed in this temple. 
Tradesmen, principally of the humbler kind, as 
hawkers, barbers, etc., come to it on the 26th day 
of the first month of the Chinese year, to borrow 
money from the goddess, as they consider it for- 
tUDate to trade with her capital. If the monks 
of this temple advance five hundred cash to one 
of these votaries, he must deposit security for six 
hundred cash, and on the same day in the follow* 
ing year must repay the sum borrowed with a few 
cash in addition. Men beginning business after 
the new year consider that money borrowed from 
this goddess brings luck to them. We then 
walked on to the Ng-Tsang-Lau, or Pagoda of 
Five Storeys, which stands on the north wall of the 
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city. It M more properly tpeddng aaqoAre tower, 
And if quite different in shape to the other pegodas 
in and eboot the city. It is boilt of red sandstone 
or brick, and is a wide bnilding, haying fire Tory 
spacious chambeit. I mounted the different 
storeys and enjoyed a fine Tiew of the city from 
the summit. It was here from a temporary 
•oaffold, which was erected on the roof of the 
tower, that the illustrious Teh watched the 
proceedings of his army, with the rebel forces. 
During the war which took place between China 
and the allied armies of England and France, com- 
panies ci French and English troops on taking 
Canton were quartered in this tower. We were 
oUiged now to get into our chairs and hurry 
home through the dty, darkness baring fallen up- 
on us. You cannot picture to yourself what the 
jstrsets are like at this hour of night The shops 
are dosed, and in some cases are barricaded by 
long beams. In the prindpal streets only, small 
oil lamps hang at intervals from a beam jdaced 
across the street ; and before the chief shops are 
large oiled paper lanterns, bearing the name of 
the hong on one side, and the name of a tutelary 
dei^ on the other. These lanterns are most 
pietnrssque^ Tarying in siae, and shape, and in the 
characters painted on them ; some are rery larger 
attars Tory smalL They impart to the streets a 
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most oriental appearance, and it is always a aource 
of interest to me to pass through them when they 
are lighted up. It is a most curious sights when 
entering a long street, to look up it^ and see the 
various coloured lanterns hanging in all directiona. 

At intervals one comes upon the city watch- 
meuy who group themselves round paper lanterns 
placed on tripods, witli their old-fashioned large 
weapons piled near them. 

The smaller streets are left to darkness, except- 
ing where paper lanterns hang before the doors 
of shopsy or still larger ones hang before private 
houses, but these are extinguished by hulf-past 
nine p.m. 

As we go through these silent, dimly-lighted 
deserted streets, the footsteps of our chair coolies, 
and the curious sound they make, a kind of 
humph I humph I humph I (really a grunting 
noise), awake the silent echoes. A man every 
now and then passes us, or perhaps a blind 
singing girl led by an old woman who conducts 
and takes care of her. The singer is beautifully 
dressed, and her hair is bedecked with flowera. 
Her guide beats castanets to let the inmates 
of the closed bouses know that she and her 
companion are at hand to be engaged if re- 
quired. Sometimes the master of a sliop calls the 
girl in to sing to his apprentices, as they work 
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vp to a l$Jbb lioor, for, althoogh the shutters 
are closed, the busy Chinese tradesmen are not 
idle. 

Our waT home, this night, led ns through a 
street called Ooi-8in-Eai, the greater part of 
which is occnpied hj blacksmitha They were 
%rorking late, and owing to the glare of their 
fumsces the whole street appeared to be in a 
Uase. I observed in passing tliese smithies tuat 
instead of two smiths only working together at an 
anril, as in England, tliere were three here, two 
of whom were using large hammers, and the 
third a small hammer. Sometimes blacksmiths 
work in the open air under a wide spreading 
mat umbrella as represented in the illustration 
annexed^ 

Tlie Chinese require little sleep, and can work 
late and rise early. I noticed the other day, 
during one of our early rambles in the city, that 
tlie pork butchers were astir before three o'clock 



LETTER XXIL 

pATpa, Siplibw Sill, im. 



Mt DBA! MOTHBB, 

HaAmiXG that the military ezaminatiou 
weiw taking place on the Eastern Parade Groond* 
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we made op oor minds to go and see peri of tlie 
pro eee d ings. We took our beet np the riTer 
within sight of the large parade gnmnd on which 
the examination was being held. When we ar- 
riTed* there were many spectators gathered to- 
gether, and a large marqnee had been erected 
at the end of the field for the examiners and their 
attendants. 

The whole soene reminded me of a conntrj rsoe 
in England. When we went on to the groond, 
it was about eleven o'clock a.m., and a panse in the 
programme was taking place to allow the o£Bcials^ 
who were conducting the exsmination, an oppcnv 
tunity of taking their Ioncheon« We looked roond 
for a shelter from the hot san, which was really 
scorching, and also to free oarsalTes from aorowd 
of Chinese who were most anxious to inspect us. 
We saw a mat shed a little ahead of us, and 
i^Bar it» the beautiful Imperial yellow grounded 
flag, with the dark blue dragon, waved in the air. 
This msde it evident that some official was the 
occupant of the tent When we were of^wsite 
the entrance of it, we saw a mandarin sitting 
inside, but he made no sign for us to enter the 
tent As the desire for shelter was pressing mueh 
upon us, we walked in, and having overcome all 
shyness in this attempt, we proceeded to seat our* 
selves on stools which stood behind the inboqat- 
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able officiaL The mandarin preserred his imal 
stolid expression, and took no notice of ns for some 
time. The crowds however, began to press in 
at the door, in order to gratify their ciirioi>itT, upon 
which the mandarin made a moTement with his 
hand towards his two attendants to driTe the tire- 
some men and boys away. But thej were deter- 
mined to stare at ns, so they went ronnd to the 
back of tlie tent and prooeeded to pnll off a portion 
of the dried palm-leaves of which it was made, 
and when I tamed round I saw dozens of dark eyes 
peeping through the boles. A number of them 
also had climbed up a bamboo division in the tent, 
which separated the part where we were sitting 
from that in which the mandarin's chair had been 
placed. This was too much for the imperturbable 
official He rose without saying a word, walked 
out of the tent, and left the nest to the cuckoos 
who had taken such forcible possession of it. At 
last we heard the sounds of a trumpet, whidi, judg- 
ing from its gruff sonn'1, must have been a Texy 
old instrument The man who blew it was one 
of the city guard, and was dressed in the most 
singular, and most ragged style you osn imagine. 
He looked as if he liad dressed himself to take 
a part in some pantomime. When this trumpet 
gave forth its uncertain muffled sound the doott 
at the back of the marquee, which had been 
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d oted oo oor arriTal, were thrown open, and the 
prefect and deputy prefect advanced and took 
their places behind two tables ooTcred with red 
doth. These tables were placed in front of the 
maiqnee. The whole scene reminded me of pio- 
tores I had seen before leanng home of Chbese 
ceremonials. A nnmerons staff of attendants^ 
wearing a most solemn expression on their faces, 
stood behind their respeotiye masters^ and formed 
a row two deep. The crowd of spectators stood 
in two thick lines in front, learing a long passage 
clear for the prefect and his depnty to see what 
was taking place. When these mandarins came 
in and seated themselTes, we were standing Tery 
near them, and Henry with much parade took 
off his hat and bowed first to the official at 
the one table, and then to the second at the 
other table. They returned the salnte by bowing 
in a most statdy manner. The examination now 
re-commenced by men shooting arrows as they 
rode at full speed down a short course or rather 
trench made for that pnrpose. Three large 
white targets were placed at interrals down this 
patL 

At the sound of a gong a little pony was led 
forth, bright with high embroidered saddle^ and 
trappings. 

A yonng man then iqppearsd (one of the 
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candidatet), dressed in a long silk coati a broad 
black sash roand his waist^ and wearing high 
black satin boots. Two attendants sprang forwaid* 
hoisted him on to the high saddle, on the mean- 
looking pony's back, helping him np in a most 
undignified manner, to oar eyes at least They 
caught hold of the band of his wide sash and 
by this means settled him on the saddle. The 
stirrups were so extremely short that the yoong 
man's feet were nearly even with the saddle, and 
his position on horseback looked most cramped. 
Directly he was seated, he bent forward, so low 
that his face nearly touched the pouy*s mane. 
He put himself into a studied attitude, his elbows 
high, a bow stretched to the full extent in his hands 
and an arrow adjusted on it (the figure of the young 
man, at this time, was that of a spread eagle), 
and then he started on his gallop, the attendants 
urging the pony forward. The young man dis-* 
charged an arrow at each target as he passed, 
and a gong was sounded behind the particular 
target when an arrow pierced it 

Wheu the candidate bad ridden to the end 
of the trench, he returned preserving the same 
cramped position, and as he came near to the 
marquee he shouted out his name. An offioial 
stationed at the entrance of the tent tamed 
towards the two tables, and in a loud Toice re- 
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petted Ibe name of tlie candidate, and gave the 
number of snooetsful hits. Each of tlie examiners 
then placed the nambers against the particular 
naoM which was on a list before him. The candi- 
date was now helped off the pony by his altend- 
ant^ whO| taking hold of the silk sasli, lifted 
him down from his most nnoomfortable-looking 
saddle. He then walked up to the oflScial tables, 
carrying his bow and horse-whip in his hand, and 
stopping in front of tliem, bowed with bended 
knees, first to the oflicial on the Ieft» then to the 
one on the right The •'zaminers returned the 
salatation by inclining their heads slightly with 
majestic grarity. Some of the candidates were 
quite young men, and some middle-aged* They 
ranged from about sixteen to forty-five years of 
aga 

If unsuccessful at the one examination, they 
cw try a;;ain snd again* The social rank of the 
candidates Tsried much. Military degrees are 
open to all, snd when obtained they giro a man 
a bens ttamdi in his town or Tillage. Some 
of the candidates were most gaily arrayed in 
pale laTCoder, pale yellow or other robursd 
long coat% and silk leggings, in endless variety of 
eolour, which genendly harmonised well with the 
eostmnei Others wers very plainly dressed tod 
erkimtly of inferior social positiout sa thej 
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wore tlie ordinary black shoesi and not the kmg 
satin boots. Each competitor haa to ride orer 
the oonrse three times daring the daj, and so dis> 
charges nine arrows. There were hundreds and 
hundreds of candidates present^ but only a limited 
number of those who hare the highest number 
of marks can obtain a degree. 

These examinations sre held ererj three years. 
^ We afterwards went to another part of the ground 

and saw men lifting heavy weights, and turning 
heavy weapons in every direction over their heads, 
behind their backs, etc Two examiners were 
sitting in a building close to the spot, and marking 
down failure or success. 

We did not stay lon<r, as we felt tired, from 
the excessive heat of the day, so we returned 
home intending to revisit the parade ground at 
another stage of the military examinations. Two 
days after we carried out our intention, and were 
present when the candidates shot, on foot, st taigets 
placed at a great distance. After they had dis- 
charged nine arrows, they went before the ex- 
aminers, who sat behind tables, surrounded by 
mandarins of lesser rank and an endless number 
of attendants. The candidates were then given 
strong bows, which they were required to poll 
out to the fullest extent ; and if they sooceeded 
in this feat, a still stronger bow was handed to * 
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them opoo whioh to trj their ttrength. We 
•tayed eooie time fN^tohiDg this part of the ez« 
iiBiDatiop> and then went on and saw those who 
had soooessfolly passed in shooting with arrowi^ 
engaged in lifting massiTe iron jarelinsy toming 
them loond and loond their bodies. Thej also 
Itfked immense blocks of stone. In some cases^ 
▼erj powerfol men knelt on one knee and raised 
these ponderous stones first on to the one thigh, 
then on to the other, and OTentnally on to their 
diests. Bat I noticed that many failed in these 
Isats of strength. 

On the way to oor boat from the parade 
gronnd, I was much amnsed, ss I always am, by 
watching scTeral very yoang girls and boys with 
babies strapped on to their backs. When these 
yoong people are engaged in play, they seem 
utterly to forget their liring burdens, and one 
fears for the safety of the poor little babies. At 
times^ when we pass throogh Tillages, the boys 
and girls, in their fright at the sudden appearance 
ci Europeans, take to their heels and scamper 
away, and then the babies on their barks appear 
to be in imminent danger. 

Another source of amusement to me, this after- 
noon, was seeing two little children in our sampan 
with saudl wooden buoys bound to their backs. 
This singular method is adopted by Chinese boat 
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to tare Uieir oliildien from drowmng^ •bould 
they Uil into the water. lli# famil j gnmp in the 
boat waa oonpletad by a babj whiob waa atrapped 
OD to its iDotb6r*a back, as aba aeiilled, and by 
a ijiild of two yaara old, wlio a-ai tied by a long 
piaoa of coid to ono of the bamboo snpiiorta of 
tlie loof of tlio boat Thia child reminded me of 
a dog in its lurnneL 



LETTER XXIIL 

Ut dbab Mothxk, 

SixoE I wrote my descriptive letter about 
the military ezaminalionii, Henry and I hare again 
made a rery early ezcnnion into the city, to tee 
the imposing ceremony of the antamnal State 
worship paid to Confncios. We left the Chap- 
laiucy ut the rery early and trying hour of 
2.45 ▲.IL, and went by boat to the Ma-tan 
landing-place, and proceeded tlienoe to the chief 
Confucian temple, where the ceremony waa to be 
hekL Henry had written the day before to ask 
IL Sales, the French YiceCuosul, to bo so kind 
aa to reqoeat the mandarin to hare the great 
east gate of the city, which ia near to his coo- 
aulate^ opened for ua^ We obtained the permiasion, 
bat had no idea at the time that we were really 
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asking a fitrcmr di£Boalt to be gtanted. W« had 
chain in readineM for as at this gate» and aniTod 
at the temple at four o'clock. The jnebinota of 
the temple were already crowded hj Ghineee 
gentlemen and their attendants^ who^ like oor- 
selvesy had come to see the State woiahip. A 
long time before we reached the temple we saw 
numerous lanterns arranged on tripods^ and 
groups of the citj guard sitting on the ground 
around them. I need not describe the aniTat of 
the mandarbs accordmg to order of rank, their 
ceremonious reception of each other, the greatest 
man of all, the Viceroy, again keeping all waiting 
for him, as I haye described a similar scene in 
a former letter. The large shrine^ which was 
brilliantly illuminated, contained the offerings 
presented on this day to Oonfiicius. We went 
into the shrine to see them, and a strange sight 
presented itself to our yiew. In front of the 
altar, behind which is the niche, holding the 
tablet bearing the name of Oonfucias, the whole 
carcass of an ox, from which the hair had been 
scraped, was placed in a sitting ponture on a raised 
platform. It looked as though it were alive. The 
hair had been left on its long tail A ring was 
pa we d through the nose of the animal to which a 
cord was attached. It was an ugly sight Other 
offerings were also of a carious kind, especially so 



■>4%«^-v^%i«» - -^ < 



8S8 VOUBTKEV MOUTHS IN OAMTOH. 

tlie ctrciWM of theep md pigt. These were not 
placed upon tlie tide alUn, until the moment 
beforo the arrival of the Yioeroj, a precaution 
taken, we considered, to prevent their being stolen. 
Vorj ancient mosioal stringed instruments were 
arranged down the right side of the shrine, which 
were in use in the time of Confucius. No one 
now knows how to play them, but on this par- 
ticular night, bachelors of music, wearing long 
blue academic robes edged with black, stood 
before them, and made a pretence of bringing out 
sounds from their long unused keys. In a comer 
dose by, the same farce was enacted with some 
wind instruments belonging to the same ancient 
period. Again in front of these old instruments 
ancient bells were suspended from a wooden 
pUtform, and were struck by some bachelors 
of music to the accompaniment of two huge 
drums on either side of the shrine. These 
players lead and regulate the religious worship. 
The Yiceroy snd the Tartar General wers^ in 
the meantime, robing, and chin-chinning each 
other. Some mandarin in authority had seen us 
pass up to the shrine, and had given orders Ibr 
one of his oflfoisl attendants to accompany ua» 
This ofBcer was most attentive to us, and gave us 
the best position possible ior seeing the ceremony* 
And BOW the mandarins walked towards the ikoot 
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of the shrine in pTooeasian, the Yiceroj and the 
Tartar (General first, the others foUowmg in order, 
to the acoompaniment of a band of music The 
ciril mandarins arranged themselyes on one side 
of the great qaadranglOi the military mandarins 
on the other. As before, a master of ceremonies 
gave the word of command throughout the pro- 
ceedings. The kau-taa was first performed simul- 
taneously by all the ciril and military mandarins 
present, then the Viceroy and the Tartar General 
left the quadrangle, and the Viceroy went up the 
steps on the left, the Tartar General up the steps 
on the right leading to the shrine. No man, saye 
the Emperor, may go up the centre stairs leading 
direct to the shrine of the great Confucius. The 
two high officiab mored with much deliberation 
and dignity, each taking a step at the same 
moment as the other, for fear one might be a little 
in advance of the other. Each was accompanied 
by a bachelor of arts, and by a condactor of 
ceremonies At this moment the scene was most 
impressiye. Two flambeaux placed on the tops 
of poles, wrapped in scarlet cloth, Uazed high, 
and threw a brilliant light upon the outer court 
of the shrine, in the centre of which stood about 
forty young boys dressed as bachelors of arts. 
They were thus dressed in right of being the 
sons of those who had attained that degree. In 

s2 
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their luuidi ihej held thick plames made of 
the Terj long tail feathers of the argus pheasant 
The Vioeroj on arriTing at the shrine adTanced 
to the chief altar, while the Tartar General took 
his position at a side altar. The immense drams 
were beaten, instruments of yarioos kinds, which 
were placed at the end of the shrine, sent out 
most carious and noisj sounds, and whilst this 
din of mnsic was heard, the great men knelt and 
did the kan-tan to the directions of the master of 
ceremonies, deliTcred in a shrill chanting key. 
Bot before the Yiceroj and the Tartar General 
knelt iu wonltip, one of the bachelors of arts 
presented, amidst solemn silence, an offering to 
the tablet, which was contained in a sandal- 
wood boi, and which had been carried into the 
shrine raised high abore the heads of the 
bearers. This form of holding anything abore 
the head denotes the gpneatest mark of respect 
to the thing thus carried. The box was then 
passed oo to a second bachelor of arts, who placed 
it upon the altar. Then tlie kan-tan took pboe. 
The Viceroj and the Tartar General, baring per- 
formed this act of worship, returned to their 
positions in the quadrangle; one at the head 
of the dril, the other at the head of the 
military mandarins. The forty young boys 
bearing the plumes of feathers then prostimted 
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themselyes. Nine times the two great men 
walked up with solemn step to the shrine^ the 
Yioeioy sometimes makmg his kan-lan and 
offerings at the chief altar, sometimes at a 
lesser altar. The last three times he made his 
offerings at the three small altars at the left 
of the shrine, while the Tartar Qeneral flushed 
his three final acts of worship at the three small 
altars to the right of the shrine. Here I was 
standing, and I had to more on one side to 
enable him to kneel before the last altar. The 
offerings consisted of wine presented in old 
classic-shaped brass ressels, and of cakes. The 
Viceroy came up the steps leading to the shrine 
alone on one occasion, and presented a folded 
letter, written on yellow paper, to CSonfbcius. 
A mandarin, kneeling by the Viceroy's side, 
opened the letter and read it aloud, solemn 
silence being observed by the crowd. After it had 
been read, and the kau-tau performed by the Vice- 
roy, tUt5 mandarin, holding the letter, adyanoed 
to the chief altar, and, presenting it to Oonfacims 
laid it on the altar. There it remained until the 
ceremony was oyer. It was then remoyed by the 
same mandarin, who carried it in both hands high 
aboye his head, and was thrown by him into the 
sacred fire in the outer quadrangle. After the 
Viceroy had completed his ninth risit to the shrine, 
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be» the Tartar General, and all the mandartnf left 
the quadrangle and retnmed to the robing rooma. 
We had been moat fortnnate m onr poiitioii 
within the ahrine. This was of oonrte owing to 
Henrj, who ia well known to all the high offieialfli 
aa he has been to oonatantly present at their 
grind eeremonials. Had I been placed at a 
distance, 1 ahoold hare lost a great part of the 
obsenrances in the shrine itself; as it was, I waa 
simplj amongst the chief actors. This is the 
grandest cereuKmial I hare jet seen, and although 
it occupied a long time, it seemed too short 
Ibr the interest that was crowded into the space 
of an hour or more whilst the State worship took 
pli 



LETTEB XXIY. 

IIt DXAB IfOTHEE, 

We were awoke most unexpectedly this 
morning at six o'clock by Chongqing rapping at 
our bedroom door, and upon Henry inquiring the 
cause, he was told that the BJL degree waa to 
be conferred that day upon the successful candi- 
dates in the late military examination. AsChoQg* 
ahing proceeded to inform aa that the ceremosi j 
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was to begin at fereii o'clock, we buried ap^ took 
a hasty cup of tea, and were in a slipper boat m 
ratUein the Literary Ghancellor^s yamnn at anfea 
o'clock. The tide was in onr fiiTOur, and in a 
short time we arri?ed at the landing stage near 
the south gate of the city. A mile's walk brought 
us in sight of the yamun. Standing near itmtn 
many chairs ornamented with strips of needlework. 
The names of the successM candidates^ to whom 
tliese chairs belonged, were printed on strips 
of red paper which were 'pasted in a oonspicnoos 
position on them. 

As we entered the gates of the yamun, which 
were thrown open for us, a very gay scene pre- 
sented itself to our yiew. 

Numbers and numbers of the successful candi- 
dates were assembled there, dressed in long bright 
blue tunics, which were made in silk or ootton, 
to suit the circumstances of the wearer. The 
tunics were edged at the bottom of the slrirt^ the 
neck and the sleeyes with a border of blaek. 
Brilliant wide bands, made in a bright shade of 
red silk, were worn across the chest and back of 
the Bachelors of Arts, and hung down in long 
ends in front. These were ornamented with 
immense rosettes made in red silk. Tippets 
made in the same blue as the tunics, richly 
broidered and edged with gold, were also 
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AU had on kmg black tatin boots. But their 
fattiTO appeaimiioa cahninated in their hati, 
which were made in the ordinary mandarin 
pointed shape, trimmed with fringes of red floss 
silk. The grand deooration peculiar to the day 
eoiisisted of two long sprays of silver and gold 
leaTcs with little balls of red floss silk, to repre- 
sent flowersi placed between the leares which 
were worn on the points of the hats. These bats 
will be won by the grsdoates on all public 
oooasion% on all high' festiyals, and on their 
marriage days. As it was erident that the 
ceremony was not likely to commence for some 
little time, we went to the same room we had 
oceopied on one of the former occasions, and were 
invited to take seats there by some small man- 
darina. We remained here for at least an boor. 
Ponctnality is a rirtne unknown amongst Chinese 
^oflkialsL 

All was in readiness and erery one waiting, 
beiDfe the sound of a drum, and a morement 
amongst the crowd, announced the fact that the 
Literary Chancellor* was on his way to take 
his seat behind the table placed immediately in 
front of the priyate entrance gates of his yamnn. 



• II !■ tk» daly oT tk» lilwmiy OhMinllnr to coOg tk» BJL 
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These gates bad amused me much. They bote 
huge coloured lepreseotations of the Ei4uD, a 
fabulous quadruped. During the long delay, 
whilst we sat in the room at the side of the 
yamun, used by the aides<le-camp of the chan* 
cellor, Henry spoke to some of the mandarinit, 
in the court dialect^ and was pleased at being 
able to understand so much that was said. The 
officers appeared much interested in the stranger, 
asked Henry if he had taken any degree, and 
a Tariety of questions. Amongst others, one of 
the mandarins said, so Henry translated to me, 
** Is it true that your Soyereign is a woman ? how 
can you let a woman goTom you?** Henry im- 
mediately turned the tables upon the mandarin by 
saying, ** You have not only one woman, but two 
to govern you." They all burst out laughing, and 
much enjoyed the joke, as, of course, the Empress 
mother and the Dowager Empress rule China in 
the name of the little boy emperor, who is only 
five years of age. The empresses sit behind a 
curtain when the cabinet councils are held, and 
their opinions decide all questions. As the more- 
men t amongst the crowd became more erident, 
we rose and went into the quadrangle. The 
bachelors of arts placed themselves in the centre 
of the quadrangle opposite the inner gates of 
the yamun, which were now thrown open, and 
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tke ehaaoallor appeArecL He wm bdped up and 
down the slept leeding to the place where the 
teUe stood, bj en etteodent on eech side of him, 
not on eooonnt of his age, as he is only foiij* 
eeren, bat to give dignity to his appearance* 
At this moment some men carried a large box 
to the table, and, amidst the shouts of all as- 
■emUed, scrolls bearing the names of the sno- 
oessftil candidates were placed in it The box 
was then carried off to the temple of Confociiis. 
To oor astonishment and disappointment, the 
chancellor now rose, and retired into his yamnn, 
and the doors were doeed behind him. We 
became so mnch crowded by the badielors of 
art% who wished to take as near a look as 
possible of ns, and whose cariosity caosed the 
atmosphere aroand as to become intolerably op- 
prsssire, that we again retired to oar room for 
shelter. We waited some little time here» aotil 
the beating of drams annoanoed that the chan- 
cellor was again on his way, and he soon appeared 
at the inner gates. This time he was dressed 
in full court costume, wearing a beautifully 
broidered robe and full-dress hat. The robe 
made of silk, the foundation colour of which 
a deep daret, and rich embcoidefy was 
worked on it in gold thread and odoorsd silks. 
▲ small altar with an embroidered coToring 
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hanging down in front was now broagbt near to 
the chancellor*! table, and on it were placed the 
Emperor's tablet, and lighted joss-sticka. The 
chancellor advanced, knelt before the altar, and 
did the kan-tau thrice before the tablet A 
master of ceremonies, as, osoal, directed the kneel« 
ing, kau-tan, etc. AH the bachelors of arts, now 
arranged themselves in a half-circle near the altar, 
and, where it was possible, they did the kan-taot 
but many of them were too pressed for room to 
kneel, and they only raised tlieir hands in sign of 
worship when the kau-tau was performed by the 
others. The chancellor now disappeared once 
more behind the great doors, and remained 
invisible for another half hour or so. We went 
back to our shelter, and the open doorway was 
soon filled with a curious crowd bent upon 
staring at us. 

You will agree with me that Chinese officials 
do not hurry over their work. When we heard 
the drums, we again went out conducted by our 
kind friendly mandarin, who took us each time 
to a first-rate position, quite close to the chan* 
celIor*s table. When the chancellor appeared 
for a third time, we saw that he had taken off 
his grand court dress and hat, and was dressed 
in his usual plainer costume, which is a dark silk 
coat with a square of gold embroidery on the 
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ilmilder and one on the chest The latter it 
dirided in half to allow of the ooat being buttoned 
«p in fifont He had not, howerer, taken off his 
handsome ehain of coral beads and jadestone. 
When he seated himself at the table, one of the 
attendants placed before.him a large paper book, 
in which were recorded the names of the success* 
fill candidates according to the rarions dirisions of 
the prefecture from which the j had come. A man 
standing on a raised platform read alood the names 
in SQOcession. The candidates, who were grouped in 
front of the chancellor's table and down tlie centre 
of the quadrangle, called out ''yau** (yes), in 
answer to their names. The chancellor is efidently 
an irritable man, for ererj now and then, with a 
scowl on his lace, he interrupted the official who 
was calling out the names, and complained in a 
qnemlons Toice that he could not hear him. Ho 
was waited upon in a most assiduous manner 
bj an attendant, who turned over the pages 
of the book for him and showed him the place 
where the particular name called out was written 



He sipped his tea and took snuff as he foUowed 
the names in the book. When the calling out of 
the names was orer, small cups of wine were 
mrried into the quadrangle on trajs, and the 
ehannallnr and the candidates drank wine together. 
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After this the whole of tlie bacheloiB of arts ptoe- 
trated themaelTes and did the kao-taa to the 
obanoellor. Such a bright man of ooloiir they 
looked as they all knelt togetlier. 

The chancellor stood up as this was going oo, 
and on its conclusion, he left and re-entered his 
yamuD. The newly created baehelon of arts 
now distributed themselyes about the qnadrangley 
looking most proud of themselTeSy and their 
relatiyes clustered round them in admiratkm. 
Many of them sat down at small tables on 
which were refreshments of a light kind, and they 
chattered together with beaming countenanoea. 
All eventually got into their gaiiy-deoorated 
chairs and were carried through certain streets 
in procession ; through the great south gate 
(or imperial gate) and then on through the 
street called Chong-uen-fong, or street of literary 
honours, although many of them had to retrace 
their steps to go to their homes. As yon aee^ 
from the long description I hare giren yoo, the 
Chinese pay the greatest honour to those who 
obtain degrees, whether the candidates be tiouk 
the higher or lower grades of society. 




LETIEB XXV. 



lb SB4B 1(0THB» 

Wi were ionlad last Wednatday to a 
diuMir gif<n bj Mr. Howqua io bonour of hk 
moomI iMUTMige, which had takeo place three 
days before. We were requested to take toaie 
friends with «» and we therefore aaked an 
AmerieaB lad/ and her daoghter, and two 
other friends who had aooompaoied ns on a 
p r e fim is occasion, to join onr party. When 
wo arrired at oor friend's bouse, we ladies 
were at once conducted to the new snite of 
rooms which had been prepared for the bride^ 
and were receiTed by her. She is a pretty 
girl, sixteen yeais of age, with small regular 
featores. SIm was dressed in a beautiftilly 
embroidered silk costome, and carried in her 
hand a deep yellow silk handkerchief which 
she toU ns she had embroidered herself. The 
pattern of ilowers and butterflies on it was most 
charmingly shaded, in foot shaded as only these 
Easterns know how to shade colours. We were 
asked to seat ourselyes ; then the bride brought 
innnd wine to m^ she holding the glsmst, when 
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presenting them to bb, in both hands. We asked 
Minnie to beg her to be seated, but we coold 
not prevail upon ber to take a chair, and we 
learnt that the reason was that the fifth 
wife of the kte Howqua was in the room, and 
a younger wife cannot seat herself in the 
presence of one who is older, unless specially 
invited by her to do so. It is also the custom 
for a bride to stand in the presence of the bride- 
groom, unless he ask her to take a seat. This 
little bride has such a bright expression, I am 
tempted to say quite an European ezpressioii, 
and seemed so pleased with our admiration. She 
did not belong to the same rank of society as 
her husband. In fact she has been a slare, and 
was redeemed by her husband for the sum of 
three hundred dollars. As this is the case, and 
as she is not a small-footed woman, she cannot 
take the position of first wife, although she is 
really the only wife Mr. Howqua has at present. 
She had never seen an European before, but 
although she evidently felt shy in her new 
position, she behaved charmingly, with all the 
native grace of a Chinese lady. She and the 
young American lady, who were of the same age, 
became very friendly, and laughed and chatted 
together. We were now told that dinner was 
ready, and were taken into the dininff halL 





S72 fOUBTKm MONTHS IN CANTON. 

We did not tee the bride again ontil we 
retonie I to her room after dinner. Had the 
been a flrrt wife she would have handed rioe 
round to tlie gaerts at the cloee of the repast 
Befofe we left her to go into the dining hall, 
•he had taken off her beautifolly embroidered 
dre« and appeared in a plain dark one. The 
Chineae are pre-emioently an eoonomical people. 
When we ipoke of the beanty of the dreai, it 
waa brought in for ns to aee ; it was folded np 
and had eridently been put away carefnlly. The 
dinner was essentially Chinese in all respects, 
with as many oonrses as on former occasions. 
The only thing worthy of note was, that a 
blind singing woman sang all dinner time to 
the accompaniment ot two stringed instruments. 
I cannot get accustomed to Chinese Tocal music, 
it must require a Icmg education on the part of 
an European before he can appreciate it. But 
may not this be also the case with our music 
to a Chinese ear ? Probably they can distinguish 
no melody in it. This blind songstress sang on and 
on, not pausing more than two or three tames 
during the time we were at dinner. I certainly 
could not distinguish that she Taried the note moie 
than to three or four different key% and the whole 
singing was in a high lalsetta It wa% as usQal» 
a histofy of some oelebiated heio of heiuine of 
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bygone ages which formed the mibjeot of her 
song. When dinner was oyer, we all, Henry and 
the bridegroom included, went to the bride's 
apartments. They consist of two rooms» a sitting- 
room with some pretty cabinets in it, some Enxo- 
pean chairs, carpet, looking-glass, ornaments, and 
curtains of chints and muslin which a friend of 
ours chose for Mr. Howqua at Hong Eong. I was 
amused at seeing sereral English crotchet chair- 
backs placed on the chairs. The room remains, 
neyertheless, essentially Chinese in its appear- 
auce, with its curious pieces of wood earring on 
the partition between the two rooms, and pic- 
tures of coloured glass let in as transparencies. 
European curtains took the place of a door be- 
tween the two rooms. You go from the sittings 
room into the bedroom. Here the European 
style does not preyaiL The blind female singer 
now came into the bride's sitting-room with her 
guitar, and a blind man accompanied her, holding 
a stringed instrument. 

With all their formalities, deference to rank, 
etc, the Chinese are a most republican people, as 
was illustrated by the blind man asking for a 
match, lighting his pipe, and indulging in a 
smoke before the performance began. We ladies 
retired into the inner room and had a chat 
with the bride by the aid of our two young 

T 
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frjeodt. One of our party had oonsented to 
be rouged by a Chineae lady, and I waa 
most amnaed at watching the prooeaB, and 
aaeing the amoont of rouge she put on. The 
admiration waa miiTeraal when oar friend waa 
releaaed from the hands of her decorator, and 
each lady asked ns if we did not think her 
beaotifbl, much more beaotifiil than before 
she waa rooged. They wanted to use the 
same art on all oar faces, bat we politely 
declined, much to the regret of oar hostessea. 
The bride^ who waa now again dressed in 
her beaatifal costame, handed tea to as all, 
Henry indoded. After we had spent some 
time in these rooms, frait being offered to as 
at interrals, we took leare oi our kind friendsi 
We were charmed with the gentle girlish bride^ 
and she seemed to be eqoally attracted by her 
stnmge Tisitors. Before we left she promised to 
come at some ftitore time and take an Engliah 
dinner with aa. 

Oar particolar friend amongst the Mist rea ssa 
Howqaa (I find it difficnlt to represent her in her 
true title, aa we have no eqaiTalent in Kngland to 
wifesNatwo^ threes and foor) tods me by the hand, 
one of the older ladies oondooting cor friendiL 
We walked throogh the seiend rooms, hall% aad 
ymdnmgles^ which led froas the 
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toruin, where we had been entertained, to the 
outer reception hall, where our chairs were in 
readiness for us. It is difficult to conrey to you 
the size of these family residences : it took us at 
least fiye minutes to pass from the bride's apart-' 
ments to the eutrance-halL These houses must, 
with their gardens, occupy many acres of ground, 
and it strikes one at first as so strange to pass 
into tbem from the narrow crowded streets. The 
large halls of the houses are most charming for 
summer, as they are yery cool, the sun's rays not 
being able to penetrate into them, but the want 
of ventilation in the smaller rooms makes them 
oppressive. 



LETTER XXVI. 

Oamtok, Oototo 2nd, 1877. 

My dear Motheb, 

Ok Friday last, a friend very kindly in- 
vited us to make a long excursion up the country 
with him in a steam-launch, and we most gladly 
accepted his offer. The day was beautiful, but 
very hot, and we suffered a good deal from the 
sun. We started at seven a.1(L, and steamed 
at full speed during the twelve hours we were 
out, from seven ajc to seven tm., making a 

T 2 
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disUnca of 120 milaiL The steam-knncb we 
were in beloDgs to the Chinese goTemmeDt, and 
it manned by Chinese aailora, who look well in 
their naral uniform. Thej wear jacketa and 
wide trootert made in bine cotton, a wide orim- 
•on aaah xonnd their waists, and broad-brimmed 
straw hats at the back of their heads. The 
Chinese make very good sailors when oomnumded 
bj Europeans. We passed Tchon-Tohun, cele- 
brated for its salt fish, which is eaten in large 
quantities with rice bj the Chinese. There are 
also Tast rice stores here. We then steamed past 
Poon-Poo, a paper^making district 8ome parts 
of the rifer are exceedingly pretty, and as this 
branch ot it makes constant abrupt turns, you 
seem to be land-locked at times, and so haTe 
the beautiful effects of lake scenery. We were in 
sight ot a fine range of hills all day. We passed 
close to extensire paddy fields, which looked fresh 
and brilliantly green, more so than our brightest 
meadows at home; then we went by large mul* 
berry plantations which stietohed to the banks of 
the riTer. In some of them, men and women wero 
stripping the leares off the trees. These oountiy- 
men looked picturesque with their naked btowa 
legs and their immense straw hats, whiek enl* 
minate in a peak in the centra. We passsd bj 
Taai-Laong, the capital of the eontj Bhn-IU^ 
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and then reached Eum-Ohuky where are some 
rapids which we had to shoot Two children who 
were with ns were dreadfully alarmed, and the 
youngest said to his mother, our hostess, ** Will 
the steamer be drowned ?** He was constantly 
inquiring afterwards if we should come to any 
more rocks. We were now in the rery heart of 
the silk district. We then went by Luk-Lau, 
and within a mile of the large tovm of Eow^ 
Eong. The distance we had to trayel in the day 
prevented us from landing at any point of interest, 
which was a great disappointment to me, as I 
much wished to go over some of the large nurseries 
for silk-worms. The people were very anxious for 
rain in this neighbourhood, as it was much needed 
for the mulberry plantations. Our circuitous route 
brought us back into that branch of the Pearl Birer 
whicli flows by Shameen by a different channel to 
the one we had taken in starting for our trip. We 
saw during the day rery many picturesque-looking 
country boats of various kinds, but I admired none 
so much as those with sails shaped like butterfly 
wings. We had had a beautiful excursion, and seen 
a large tract of country ; the sun's heat had been the 
single drawback. The awning, though double, did 
not shelter us as much as it would hare done had 
we not made so many sharp turns. The sun was 
always pouring his ardent oblique rays upon us at 
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nnexpeetad moments, and the heat quite upeet me 
end made me unable to appreciate the acenery for 
aome milea. I could not do more than take a look 

• 

at aome parta of the country through partially 
closed eyeiy and I felt so ill that I longed to lie 
down. Canton looked Tery pretty aa we came in 
eight of it It was b'ghted up with thouaanda of 
lantema» in honour of the goddess of the moon. 
We took a hasty dinner on our arriTal at home* 
and then walked into one oi the suburbs of 
the city, where we aacended a pawn*tower to 
enable us to have a good Tiew of tlie illumination. 
Biit first I nust giro you a description oi these 
towers, tlie names of which sound so curious to our 
ears. The one we Tisited is in the street called 
8hap-Ts'at-Poo, and its name is Uen-Ching. It is 
a very large building, consisting of a Tery high 
bri* k tower, made fire-proofl These pawn-shops 
are dirided into three classes, and are kept by 
imperial aanction. 

A licence is issued to those seeking to commence 
business as pawnbrokers for the term of sixty 
years; at the end of that period it must be rsnewed, 
but by another peraoo, not the one who originally 
took out the licence. A certain tax is paid by the 
men first conunendng the businessi and also by 
those who wish to continue it after the tsrm of 
sixty years has expirad. The pawnbcokeia aiw 
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obliged to accept a loan from the provincial 
treasQrer, for which they hare to pay at the rate 
of twelve per cent per annum. Shoold a finn of 
pawnbrokers fail, the other establishments ot the 
same nature must refund to the goremment the 
loss it has sustained by the failure. There are one 
hundred first-class pawn-shops in Canton. People 
who deposit goods at these pawn-towersi must pay 
at the rate of thirty-six per cent, per annum ; but 
this percentage can be lowered at the will of the 
pawnbroker on a large transaction. The govem- 
ment requires that they should lower their rate of 
percentage to all those who redeem their goods 
in the tenth month of the year, as by this means 
those who have pawned their winter's clothing, 
blankets, etc, can more easily redeem them when 
they are most needed. 

It was most polite of the owners pf the pawn- 
tower to allow us to enter it at nine o'clock 
at night, as they are most particular whom 
they admit, and naturally would fear any light 
being carried about the yarious storeys of which 
it consists. These towers are most strongly 
built, and strictly guarded. As we mounted the 
different stages, I saw shelves upon shelves 
divided into pigeon-holes, i^id each full of pawned 
articles, some of which were of a most costly 
nature. They are very different to our pawn* 



■M 
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tbopt, and Cbinase gentlemeD often deposit their 
hn and Taluablet to be taken care ot in these 
toweriL Do not be shocked when I tell yon that my 
ftin are at the present moment in this rerj pavm* 
tower. When at last we arrired on the flat roof, 
I saw large stones placed ther^ to throw on the 
heads of assailants^ for sometimes these towers 
are attacked bj bands oi robbers. There were 
also earthenware Teasels on the roof containing 
water to be need in case of incipient fire. The 
illnmination of the city looked pretty from this 
elcTated position, bnt yon can imagine that it 
requires many thonsands of lanterns to make any 
grand difplay of light in soch an immense city as 
Canton. In some cases high poles were erected, 
on the tops of which were placed dosters of 
lanterns. On each of these lanterns was inscribed, 
*Eing-po-cbnng«tsni,** which means '^ Joyfully 
oongratnlate the mid autumn." In other oases 
lanterns suspended from the ^ tops of poles illu« 
minated the rood oi the hooses. Thisfeast is held 
on the 15th day of the 8th moon of the Chinese 
year, and is called Cbun^tsni. We had intended, 
when we started from home, to return by the 
steamboat whanres on the banks of the rifer; 
but as this route was longer, and as we were 
extremely tired, we gaTe up our plan and went 
hosM by the way we had taken in going to the 
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pawn-toww. And iMrtonate it was we did ao^ as 
at that rerj time a laige body of Chinese attacked 
one of the ziTer steamers which was lying along* 
side the whar^ probably thinking that she had 
tzeasore on board. The captain had to send for 
aid from a gon-boat befiore the mob oonld be 
dzifen back and dispersed. Had we letnined 
home by the river, we shoold hsTC been in the 
midst of the tnmnlt^ and probably should haTe 
been attacked and injored by the excited mobu 
There are many strangers in the city who hare 
come from Hong Kong and other places to 
see the illnminations, and they are a lawless, 
riotous set of men. We heard, on car retom 
home, that, in a qnarrel on board one of 
the flower boats that cTening, a man had been 
kiUed 

A corioos festival has also been held this week 
in honour of the Seven Sisters (goddesses), who 
are supposed by the Qiinese to occupy a group of 
seven stars. It is said that one of these sisters 
made a clandestine marriage with a cow-herd oc- 
cupying a planet on the other side of the Milky 
Way; and once a year the wife is permitted 
by her sisters, who were greatly incensed at her 
marriage, to cross the Milky Way to meet her 
husband. Women especially worship these seven 
sisters, and all influential families, who are not in 
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momiiiBg (at the time of moorning it it strictly 
forbidden for a family to take part in tbia or any 
other festiTal), make grand preparations for the 
obtenranoe <rf this ceremony. We were fortunately 
inTited by a Chinese gentleman named Wong^ 
one of the 8han«Kum, or leading gentry of 
the city, to inqMct the offerings presented to 
these goddesses at his residence. We were carried 
in oar chain into the reoeption-hall of Mr. Wong's 
house at seren P.1C, on Monday night, and» when 
the inner doors were opened, a blase of light 
burst upon our riew. In the centre of the large 
inner hall a very long wide table stood, which 
was covered with offerings of Tarioos kinds. 
Fruits in great rariety were arranged on in* 
numerable small plates, which were placed at 
intenrals down the centre and sides of the table. 
Between them we saw a large display of em- 
broidered clothes for the goddesses, all made in 
miniature. These had been worked by the ladies 
of the family for the occssion. I was much 
amused as I walked up and down the sides of the 
table, and inspected the work. It consisted of 
beautifully embroidered shoes, Tery tiny, eridently 
implying that the goddessss haTe compressed 
feet ; numbers of Tery small embroidered bags to 
bold scent ; embioidered head«diesses beautifully 
worked, tiny silk umbrellas, silk tunics and trousers 
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fally embroidered, standardsy insignia of rank, 
etc., etc., all in miniatore. In the centre of the 
table stood models of Chinese houses, Earopean 
houses containing minute inhabitants, a model 
of a ship, a model of the bridge oyer which the 
married goddess is supposed to cross the Milky 
Way on this night of the festival, baskets of 
artificial flowers made of the thinnest paper of 
TarioQs colours, or of grains of unboiled rice and 
seeds. Arrangements of real flowers were also 
on the table; these, as is always the case with 
flowers put together by the Chinese, were 
picked off close to the stalks, and pressed to- 
gether in plates, no green leaves being mixed with 
them. Overhead hung many chandeliers festooned 
with real or artificial fiowers. At this festival, poor 
as well as rich friends of the family are allowed 
to come in and gaze upon the grand sight, and 
a crowd of people was moving round the heavily 
laden table when we entered, but at our host's 
request they immediately made way for us to 
pass. After we had made our tour of inspection, 
Jilinnie and I were conducted by Mr. Wong to 
the ladies* apartments, to be introduced to his 
mother, a lady eighty-six years of age. She 
was most gracious, and asked me many questions. 
Before taking leave of her, she requested me to 
be her god-child. As I had previously learned. 
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that Bodung more was meant by thii proposal 
than a kind of kinship, I exp re ss e d mj readiness, 
through XDnnie, to aoeept the honour, and then the 
old lady and I bowed and ehio-chinned each other. 

Some weeks ago, when I was on a risit to 
another Chinese family, I was startled by one 
of the yoong ladies asking me to be her god- 
mother, and not understanding then what was 
meant by the term, I said that ooold not be 
udem she became a Christian. 'Tes, I will 
beeome a Christian,** was the ready answer, the 
joong lady not knowing in the least what was 
meant by the term Christian. 

After fisiting the old lady, I went into an- 
other of the soites of rooms, and was introduced 
lo my host*8 wife and some other ladies. The 
amall4boted wife was eating her dinner when 
I entered the room, and she did not allow my 
▼isit to interfere with her ooonpation, for as she 
talked to me she helped herself to the contents 
of the Tarioos little basins in the centre ot the 
table. Fmit was handed to me by the slaTse 
belonging to the lady. On leafing this fine 
Chinese rssadence. we went into a neighboaring 
hooae^ and here we saw similar arrangements ot 
odSsrings placed upon a long table in the prin* 
cipal hall, hot it was all on a smaller scale. Had 
I not been too tired to wait until midnight, 
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I shoQld haye been able to tee the nngle ladies 
of this family draw water from a well* which 
they do yearly, on this the aerenth night of the 
eighth month of the Chinese year. This custom 
is observed in all Chinese fiamilieSi The water 
when drawn is placed in earthenware resselsi and 
hermetically sealed. In case of feyer attacking 
the family, this water, which is looked npon as a 
febrifnge, is giyen to the inyalid, and is snpposed 
to be able to work his core. The obsenrance of 
this festival includes homing paper offerings of 
various kinds, amongst them a paper representa- 
tion of the canopy of heaven. These seven sisterSi 
in whose hononr the festival is held, are supposed 
to grant skill in ueedlework, and to shield their wo> 
shippers from diseases. We were invited to return 
to Mr. Wong's house the following day, to take 
luncheon with him and to go over his large house 
and numerous gardens. When we arrived and 
entered the inner hall, we again saw the long table 
With its display of fruits, embroidery, etc, and a 
crowd of visitors was engaged in inspecting the 
treasures. Walking up this long hall, we chin- 
chinned a group of ladies belonging to the family, 
who were standing at the door of one of the apart- 
ments. We were conducted to the atrium^ which is 
fitted up in the invariable style of Chinese sittings 
rooms. A row of black wood chairs with marUe • 
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its and backs was placed down each side of it, 
and between the chairs teapoys (small tables) were 
arranged. We found a partj of fifteen Chinese 
gentlemen assemUed in this room, many of whom 
bad preTiooslj called npon ns. They all chin* 
chinned as. This silent salutation is performed, 
as I daresay yon know, by bending the body 
fiNrward, placing the clenched fists together, and 
raising them np and down two or three times. 
A child, in chin-chinning his parents or aged 
persons, bends nearly and sometimes qnite to the 
ground. Tea was now brought in, and the waiUng- 
boys placed cops of it for ns on the little tables 
which stood between our chairs. The host then 
said, •" Tam-Cha ** (*« Drink tea '*), and a general 
bowing to each other and raising of tea cups took 
place. 

Scaroely, howerer, had we time to sip our tea 
befiira the gentlemen rose and asked us to go into 
the garden. A want of rest is a peculiarly marked 
fSeature in the Chinese charscter, especially so 
amongst men. Mr. Wong and his fnendsdid noc 
sat stall for more than Ato minutes on the same 
chairs during our Tisit They constantly changed 
their positions. Hr.Wong walked in and out of the 
room, took a whiff of a pipe in an anteroom, sat 
down ior a minute or two^ then rose and walked 
to the other end of the ^iwm. The flMire- 
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ments of these gentlemen reminded me of bees 
going in and oat of their hires, only in the ease 
of the fonner, no particnlar object was gained 
by the constant bnning about Do yon realise 
from what I hare said that there are no doors 
to open and shut <m entering or leaying Chinese 
rooms ? Yon walk into them through open carred 
entrances from square gardensor impluviumi^ which 
di?ide one large reception-room from another. 
The arrangements of the rooms remind one of 
those of a Pompeian house. Indeed a rery good 
idea of the interior of a Chinese gentleman's 
residence may be obtained from the Pompeian 
Court in the Crystal Palace. We found the 
gardens well worth seeing. A rery large piece 
of ornamental water stands in the centre of the 
largest garden, with a stone bridge crossing it. 
A handsome carved stone palisade surrounds it, 
upon which innumerable green glased pots, con- 
taining chrysanthema, were placed. They are 
now only in an early stage of growth, but in two 
months' time they will be in full flower, and pre- 
sent a grand show. Mr. Wong has kindly asked 
us to go and see them when in Uoonu Oneof the 
four garden houses is built on a high artificial 
mound and the path leading to it is pared with 
pebbles arranged in rarious derioes. The small 
gaidens pleased me much : you come upon them 
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iDMspeetadly between the enites of ioodml Theee 
geidene were Ml of flower-pots oontiiiiuDg the 
beentiAil loliis» coekeeombe in the most brillisnt 
shades of red, end ferns in endless Tsrietj. The 
seme ffst ore I noticed in these gardens ss in others 
I hare Tisited. If a piece of ornamental wood or 
stone-work had been injured or broken down, it 
had not been repaired ; there was the gap, giring 
a dilapidated look to the whole. Bobbish too^ 
broken erockerj and other untidinesses, I saw 
put awa J in comers. 

The Chinese do not understand the art of 
keeping their houses or gardens neat, and the 
fiist exclamation they make on going oTor the 
Chaplaincy is, that it is so clean and neat in erery 
comer. We returned to the atrium through a 
long corered way made of stoneb umI were asked 

^ to seat ouiselTes. Immediately upon our doingso^ 
tea was brought to us. Luncheon was then placed 
on a small round table standing in the csntre 
of the room ; and numerous small basins were 
arranged in a cluster in the middle of it As 
usual, no tablecloth was used. When we were 

• seated round the table, we were iuTiled to 
help ourselTes to the tiny pork puddings^ little 
flat dumplings containing minced meat, dou|^ 
dumplings stained red, swee t cakes^ phie apple 
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The genUeroen constantly placed TarkHis kinds of 
food on my tiny plate^ and I was obliged to do my 
best with chopsticks, being without fork or spoon. 
The luncheon was eaten most rapidly, and this is 
the case with all Chinese meals. Before it was orer, 
two blind singing women, beautifully dressed in 
blue embroidered silk tunics edged with black, 
were led in by their amahs, or more properly 
speaking their foster-mothers. They seated them- 
sel?es at a distant comer of the room, and were 
given refreshments. When they were ready to 
begin their performance, I left the luncheon-table, 
and took a seat immediately opposite them. 
Young women desirous to become singers often 
deprive themselves of sight, or, as our compradore 
said in speaking of them, ** He makee he own eye 
blin,'* in order to be eligible for tho vocation. One 
method of taking away the sight, to which they 
or their parents resort, is to put vaccine matter 
into the eyes. The two singers first took long 
pointed shields, made of quills, out of the pockets 
of their tunics, and drew them on over the long 
nails of the thumbs and forefingers of their left 
hands, so as to enable them to produce a sharp 
twanging sound from their instruments. They 
then tuned their guitars, which were singular and 
antiquated-looking instruments difiering in shape, 
but both covered by snakes* skins. They now began 
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to play a most eorioas aooompAnimeDt^ and OM of 
them broke OQt into a high faltetta After a time, 
a long interlude was i^ayed hj both goitan» the 
amahs or foster-mothers fanning the performers 
the whole time, and keeping np a eonTorsation with 
them between the songs. When the first singer 
had song in a shrill folsetto for an honr, with 
scarcely any ohange of note perceptible to mj 
nninitiated ear, the two yonng women exchanged 
instmments, and the second singer began her 
high-pitched song, and continued it nntil we rose 
to take oor leaTe. 



LETTER XXVIL 

Cumm^ Oolobir ISIk, ISH. 

Ut dear Mother, 

Two or three nights after we had taken 
the ezeorsion np the rirer, about which I wrote 
to jon on the 2nd inst, we went into the westen 
saborb of the city, and passed through the street 
called Shap»Ts*at-Poo to see some wonderftil 
illuminations giTcn in honour of Wi-Ewong, the 
god of fire. It is most difficult for me to de» 
scribe these illuminations to any one who has 
seen nothing of the kind, but I will endearour 
to gife yon some idea of them. Various strsete 
mm iUumiiiated the same night» the shop-kespeia 
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who li?e in them agreeing to hire all the chan- 
jdeliers, hangings, etc., for that porpoee. On each 
of the nights of the month's festiral some part 
of the city is decorated and illaminated. As I 
have already mentioned, the streets are narrow, 
and the houses seem nearly to touch one another 
at the top. On the nights of this festiral heayy 
chandeliers hang down from the centre of beams 
placed across the streets; they contain many 
lights, and are placed at frequent interrak. 
These chandeliers strack me much at first, as 
they are so European in appearance, much 
like our old-fieishioned heavy-cut drawing-room 
chandeliers to hold candles. They are made 
in all sizes and patterns, and some of tliem are 
most pretentious in appearance. Between these 
chandeh'ers, bright frames containing innumer- 
able figures, dressed like life, representing scenes 
in past Chinese history, are suspended from 
beams across the streets just abore one's head. 
The puppets are beautifully dressed in silk-em- 
broidered robes, and no pains are spared on them 
or on any of the decorations. Some of the little 
figures in the frames move their heads, hauds^ 
arms, or legs. These frames are very often 
double, and so are filled with little puppets at 
the front and back. They are endless in num- 
ber and are placed at lengths, perhaps two or 
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three yards^ from each other. Deep silk firiDge, 
made in bright rariegated colonri^ hangi roond 
theee picture frames^ and abore them and at the 
side of them are long silken ornaments like 
tassels. I think we most hare seen more than two 
hundred of these large frames slnng across the 
long street we walked down. Some of the people 
in tho mob were Tery rough, more so than I had 
prerioosl J experienced, and we heard that a great 
number of pickpockets were about us. They tried 
to molest us; and I became rerj anxious to leare 
the crowd and go down a quiet side street, but 
Uenrj said we must show no fear, and so we went 
on some way farther. A yillainous-looking man 
constantly came near me, his unsharen head and 
genoal appearance showing that he had recently 
eome out of prison. He walked close to meon my 
left side, with his arms interlaced, and his hand 
ready to grasp at my earrings. I called to Henry 
who was in front to look after this man, and he 
turned round and faced him. He saw at once 
that he was a dangerous character. The mob 
continued to press Tery closely upon us, and 
it struck me that some of them tried to trip 
me np^ and I can assure you that it was not a 
pleasant experienceL We turned now, Hearing 
to go on any farther as there was great danger of a 
rush and a fray, but we fonnd it difficult to make 
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our waj iQ this lawless crowcL M7 eyil-lookiiig 
companion tamed with ns and kept dose to m j 
elbow, and eren Henry now began to think there 
was cause for alarm. I wore a wide piece of 
black lace on mj shoulders, and Henry considered 
the thief supposed that I had some jewellery 
under it ; but most fortunately I had left all my 
personal ornaments, excepting my earrings, at 
home. Henry continued to turn round and tucb 
my tormentor and one or two bad-looking fellows 
who were with him, until we came to a cross 
street Here some of the city guard were stand- 
ing» and Henry went up to one of them, and 
said in a loud Toice, ** You see, that bad man is 
following and annoying us.*' This had the desired 
effect— our villainous friend and his associates 
immediately turned upon their heels and ran otL 
I was most thankful when we were once more in a 
quiet street I had been so nervous about our little 
friend Minnie who was with us, as I was afraid she 
might be hurt in the fearful pressure of the crowd. 
We now walked home without further adventure. 
Hearing a day or two after this that the illu- 
mination was to be held on a still grander scale 
in the street called Shwang-Mun-Ii, we resolved 
to go and see it, notwithstanding the difficulties we 
kad met with the other night But this time we 
agreed not to take Minnie with us, as she attracted 
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•0 much attentioD. Tbe ttieeto hj which we ap* 
proiiebed that portion of the dtj especially illo- 
minated were Tery bright and pretty ; strips of gay 
coloured stafls, festooned and gathered into the 
centre by a rosette, hnng at interrals between the 
shops. These stnffi were of the prettiest shades 
possible^ in yellow, pale blue^ and red« A few 
chandeliers hong here at long interrals. Bnt 
when we reached the fnlly*illaminated street, 
a rery gay scene prpsented itself to our Tiew. 
It was most profusely decorated with the framed 
effigies^ briglit tassels, and other ailken oma- 
mentfi. The cLandeliers were innumerable, nx)St 
Tarioos in shape and sise, some containing as 
many as eighteen large gUss globes. In the 
widest part of the street, a bamboo^honse had 
been erected; it was rery high, and the inside of 
the roof was ornamented with brightly-painted 
boards. On a stage built at some little height 
from the ground, large incense burners and high 
candlesticks were arranged, also plants and shrubs 
trained into siiapes of animals, boati^ and fima. 
Some framed pictures also hung hers, woriced in 
Idngflsher^s feathers. Uusicians sat on this stage. 
The crowd was rery great, but it was composed 
of a much better class than ou the piefnoQs 
occasion, and there were many mandarins prsssnt. 
Yesterday we again went into the city, as we 
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heard that the fine street in which the bankers 
li?e (called by foreigners, in oonseqaeace» Lom- 
bard street), named Ta-Tnang-Eai, was to be 
grandly illuminated in Wa-Ewong^s honour. No 
expense had been spared, and the whole eflTect 
of this illumination was finer than either of those 
we had seen before. Bafters had been placed 
OTor the street, and white drill was stretched upon 
them so as to afford a protection in case of rain. 
From these rafters rery large chandeliers were 
hung in the centre of the street. Many of 
them were very handsome, and some were highly 
decorated with silk ornaments and long tassels. 
Along each side of the street huug oil lamps 
made of a single globe only. These chandeliers 
and glass globes were within a few feet of each 
other ; and in one part of the yery long street 
they, and bright parti-coloured stuff hangings, 
formed the only decorations. The effSoct of die 
gay, wide hangings as they were carried across the 
street, looped high in the centre with thick-clus- 
tered rosettes, and hanging down on each side, was 
very charming. The colours were so beautifully 
blended together and formed pretty contrasts. 
A deUcate grey mixed with a pale pink, a deep 
yellow with blue, a very dark red with, a pale 
pink, and so on in endless rariety. At an- 
other part of the street there were some curious 
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fa p me at atio M which wert made in pi^r or 
■Ik; mne imitotod a ocNipla of eitrans in two 
ooloiii% oihen ftorki^ others were floiml deoor*- 
taoot. There were eleo man j oraameots made 
in real flowen, which were pr em e d as dose to- 
gether as posrible^ and formed a mass of ooloor. 
Some of the kUter ornamented the ends of the 
ehandelien. Other kmps bore flgnres decorated 
with kingfisher^s iBathers. Then^ as we walked 
on, we came to a great number of the framed 
pictoresy with the oorioiis effigies in them— eadi 
reptesenttngsomesoena In one there was a boat 
which rocked up and down, some figures were 
sitting in it^ and others were standing in Tarions 
a tt itodes. Some of these frames contained about 
fifty of these figure^ which were at least twelfe 
inches higlu I was amused at a scene represented 
fierj well in one of them. A princess was consult- 
ing a fortune-teller ; she was sitting sarrounded 
bj her attendants^ and the group altogether 
was well arranged. Ifanj of these pictorial 
reptesentationi had a refersnce to the history of 
W&»Ewong or his timest The crowd was Terj 
great» and again of the rougher soit» and we ooii- 
gratalated ourselTes that we had gone into the citj 
soearij. It was half-past five o*dock, p.]L» when 
weaniTed at the iUuminated strssts^and the men 
had just bsgun to U|^ the lampsb as the sun was 
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setting. We left shortly alter seTea o'dook, and 
80 escaped the danger of again being soRoimded 
by pickpockets and men of bad character. 



LETTEB XXVm. 

GAXTOKt Ooteber tUi, 1S77. 

Mt DBAS Mother, 

On Thursday last» Henry and I made a 
most lovely excursion to the White Qond Moun- 
tains. I had looked forward much to this trip^ 
and the morning of Thursday was so beautiful 
that we felt we could not stay at home. We 
ordered mountain chairs, and at eleren o'clock 
we started. These chairs are yery light, and 
as we had four coolies each, we went at a yery 
good pace. We passed quickly through the dty, 
and on reaching the I-ling-Miu, which is in the 
northern suburb, our chaiivooolies stopped at a 
street restaurant to regale themselyes before going 
into the open country. Henry and I got out of 
our chairs and sat under a wide-spreading banyan 
tree. We were much amused by watching many 
wayfarers, who were passing from or into the city, 
refreshing themselyes at the street restaurant, 
either with tea and cakes, or boiled rice and fried 
fish, or with soups, fruits, eta 
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After a rest of a quarter of an hour, our ooolifla 
haying invigorated themeelyee, we went on our 
way. The next halt we made was at a laige 
Mohammedan mosquOy called Ts'ing-Chan-Tsie, 
in which is a bell-shaped mansolenm, held to be 
yery sacred, as it is supposed to contain the remains 
of the maternal nncle of Mahomet Again resum- 
ing our journey, we passed along narrow pathways 
skirting rice fields and cucumber gardens. At 
length we reached the base of the mountain, and 
after a short pause began the ascent. 

The journey from Shameen to the highest mona- 
stery took us just three hours. It was a lorely 
day, with a fresh invigorating wind, just such a day 
as we often have at Brighton in October, and 
it was especially enjoyed by us who had lately 
passed through such a trying hot season. One 
seemed to breathe again. As we wound our way 
up the mountain, we much enjoyed the fine 
extensive view of the city and its environs, which 
lay spread out like a map at our feet The plain 
of Canton is very large, and is most abundantly 
watered by the many tributaries of its great river. 
The whole scene is striking. 

The pagodas standing up in sharp relief give 
such a truly Chinese character to the scenery, 
which effect much increases as you ascend the 
mountain and perceive that it and the 
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hfllf ara one Tstt place of boriaL Tbe tomba are 
boilt on the aidet of the hilli» and thoae we aaw 
Taried Terj maeh in aiae» ooloor, and maleriaL Tbe 
aiae ia determined by tbe rank of tbe man baried 
in tbe tomb. Sboald be bare been a great man, 
tbe tomb ia immenae, and Terj bigb polea, bearing 
tbe inaignia of bia rank, etand on eaob aide of tbe 
approaeb to tbe grareu In one ease I noticed 
% Tery grand arrangement leading to a Taat tomb. 
There were many carred etone fignrea of atten* 
danta and of animala life-aiaa I think tbere were 
aboat aiz of tbeae fignrea on eaob side of tbe 
approach to tbe tomb, and etone pillan sarmonnted 
by little stone lions were placed immediately close 
to it I saw pale red, dark slate coloor, and white 
eepolcbrea. Some of the hills are literally corered 
with them, from the summit to the base, while 
others are oomparatirely free from them, or have 
* two or three only dotted about thein« Geomancen 
hafo most likely pronounced tbe latter to be un- 
lucky aites for boriaL As a tomb is nerer disturbed 
after it is once made (unless one of the sons or grand* 
eons of the deceased be conricted of high treason, 
in which case the bones of the latter are eibumed 
and aoattered to the winds), and aa one man only 
is often buried in these large receptadea for the 
dead, you can imagine how nuuiy thousands of 
toflibshafeaeouMulalsdinthisTasI burial ground. 
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Whatever be their Bise^ or the material of which 
they are made, they are always in the Om^;a or 
horse-shoe form.* NooDehasbeenaUetoezplam 
eatisfaotorily the reason why Chinese tombs are 
constructed in this shape. It has been oonjeotnred 
that the Omega, the concluding letter of the 
Greek alphabet and which signifies the end, may 
have been known to the Chinese. The Omega 
was added, as is well known (with fire other 
letters) to the Greek alphabet, by Cadmna. 
Whence he got the. letter is a matter of nncer- 
tainty ; but this much is known, that he brought 
it from the East, and E<^ypt has been named as 
the country in which he found iU Some persons 
contend that there was an intercourse between 
ancient Egypt and China; if so, it is probable 
that the Egyptians may have borrowed the Omega 
from the Chinese. In further support of the 
argument that the ancient Egyptians and the 
Chinese were at one period of their history in 
communication with each other, is the fact that 
both nations marked the hours of the day by 
clepsydras, or water docks. 

The monasteries (and there are thirteen of 
them on these White Cloud Mountains) are moat 
bf^autiruUy situated. I feel how delightful it would 
be to spend a week in one of them during the heat 

^ Vide Ulwlimlkm of ChiiMM tomb ia L«t«w IIL 
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of •mnmer. The ptthwaj leading to the ium- 

mit is Tory narrow, and only one ohair can go 

along at a time. At the steep parts of the 

ascent, stone steps bare been made. A Cbinese 

lady gare the money for this work, as an aet of 

rsparatiiin ;* her bnsband, a banker, having ea- 

benled large snms of money intrusted to his care. 

These steps are extremely steep, and it is hard work 

for coolies to csrry their liring burdens up them. 

We rested for a couple of hours when we arrired 

at the higliest monastery, and the keen bright air 

had made us hungry and so ga?e a relish to the 

simple luncheon we bad taken with usl There 

are rooms in this monastery set apart for the 

use of strangers, and one of the monks attends 

to the comforts of those who, like onrselTes^ 

spend a few hours, and picnic here. The 

monastery is charmingly situated, and its quaint 

double Chinese roof looks so picturesque through 

the trees, as you approarb. HaTing finished 

our luncheon, we walked down tbe hill a short 

distance to another monastery, which is» I think, 

eren more beautifully situated than the one 

in which we rested. This monastery is called 
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Chaang-Ohii-Ei, and is named after the hero in 
whose honour it was bnilt When he was on 
earthy he was a high minister of state and lifed 
about 246 B.a He was sent to the White Cloud 
Mountains by the Emperor then reigning, in 
search of the herb or grass which was supposed to 
impart immortality to man. Chaang^hn-Ki, it 
is said, found this elixir of life growing in abun- 
dance on the mountain side, and at once partook 
of it On his doing so, the precious plant dis- 
appeared from the mountain side — ^none of it 
remained for his royal master. His despair was 
great, and with the view of hiding himself from his 
master's wrath, he assumed the garb of a hermit, 
and resolved to spend the remainder of his life 
amidst the solitudes of this mountain* Becoming 
weary of life, he attempted suicide by throwing 
himself from the top of the rock on which the 
temple now stands into the plains beneath. A 
stork, however, is said to have caught him in the 
air and conveyed him to Elysium. Thousands of 
people resort to this monastery on the twenty* 
seventh day of the seventh moon, to ask this god 
to give them the blessings of health and long life. 
Henry, having on a previous occasion slept at 
this monastery, is well known to the three or four 
Buddhist monks who reside thera They all wel- 
comed him most cordially, and entered into an 
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ubMtod eoDvamtian wHh him. WuM th«f 
««• talkJBg togvtlMr, I WH aamag mjwdt bf 
wrtnhhg uodur monk who waa m the aot «f 
Wflif Ui bead slund bj ao itinanat btibar. 




TbaM HiiMtmiit iarban u* qoite ua UHtitation m 
Cbiaa, goangiU thoj do, from iSUgt to viUag* 
•ad from mfmitttny to moBMliy, in ponait ol 
thair aiUi^ Tbaj look ao piotanaqM, aa cm 
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meeti tbem aboat the oonotrf, mftriog, m thvf 
dok broad-Wimmed stnw hMbB, loose jieketa, and 
loDg flowing tnnuen. TluM men eairy a minia- 
tore cheat of diawen, m whioli they keep their 
raion^ bnuhea, oombe, and eanungi, m^iendad 




from (ma end of a tbiD bamboo pole which rests 
OQ their shoulders. From the other end a wooden 
waahrtand and basin are suspended. I have not 
mentioned aoap, as none ii used in Chinese 
sbaring. The tiaj chest of diawers serrea as a 
seat ibr the oastooaen. 
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I wftt delighted with the lorely ferns I found 
on the way up the moontain, and in mj stroll on 
the sammit What a fine coUeotion of ferns might 
be made on this moontain. We retomed home bj 
a diflTerent ronte, and found to our disappointment 
that, in oonseqnenoe of the late honr (it was past 
seren o'elook^ p»m«X the east gate, by which we had 
hoped to enter the city, and so make a short ent^ 
was not only dosed, hot that the key had been oon- 
▼eyed to the Tartar General. Nothing remained 
lor OS hot to n»ake a ditoor, dark as it had now 
become, so as to go through the northern and 
western satorbs. We were taken by the path 
under the east wall; oar coolies eTeutoally lost 
their way, and we foond oorselTes amongst some 
knoUs, which proved to be graves. I was nearly 
upset in my chair, and had to get out, tired as I 
was, and to climb up a hilL Most fortunately 
the moon shone clearly from the clouds at this 
moment and so enabled us to find our way, and, 
after a scramble and a walk along a very narrow 
path at the top of a hill, we reached the approadi 
to the suburbi I again had the pleasuro of going 
through the streets when lights up with the 
picturesque lanternsi and noticed many things I 
had not seen befiors. On reaching the Chaplaincy 
we made a hasty supper, and were glad to go to bed 
immediately after we had riesn from the tahlsb 
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LETTEB XXIX. 

Oamtom, Oolbbar S2nd« 1877. 

Mt dsab Mother, 

We went last Taeeday to the Ohinese 
parade groandy as we beard that a military re* 
view was to take place. There are two parade 
grounds, one on whioh Chinese troops are drilled, 
and the Tartar ground, on which Tartar troops 
go through their exercises. It was the second 
day of the review when we went to the ground, 
and the infantry were under inspection. A 
military mandarin was seated as usual behind 
a table covered with a scarlet cloth, placed 
in a raised building at the end of the field. 
A red-coloured ensign was held by the side 
of the table. To the left^ on a platform made 
of brick, the Imperial yellow standard was raised, 
and men directed the military moTcments from 
this elevated position by beating drums. It is 
most difficult for me to convey to you any cor- 
rect idea of the curious performances we saw. 
They resembled so exactly what one sees on the 
stage of a theatre at home, that it was only by a 
strong effort I could in the least realise that 
it was real life I was witnessing, and not scenes 
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of a play ptniiig before me. When we arriTed 
on the gnmnd at eoTen a«il» we law thxoe or torn 
onrioiie-looking ereotiona, and we ooold not at first 
sight imagine what they were» hot on going olose 
to them we diworered that thej were shields 
piled op high into a pobted form to repreeent 
fortificsliona When we went to the back of 
them, we law that men were holding them in 
their pontiooti The men holding the fint row 
of thieldfl knelti thoee holding the eeooiid row 
were partly bent, and the men upholding the 
third row stood ereot A man in addition held a 
•hield in hit upraised arms^ which formed the 
pinnacle of the design. Behind these sets of 
shields stood soldiersi who were not at the 
moment taking an setire part in the proceed- 
ings. At a gi?en signal, they adTanced from 
behind the piled shieldsp generally in twos and 
twoi^ arriring^in front of the suppo se d fenrtiflcation. 
Bat they did not walk forward ; the simple truth 
i% they arrifed with a hop^ skip^ and a jump^ 
just as an European acrobat comes on to the stage 
at a performance giren in a hippodrome^ At 
one moment these combatants were armed with 
short swords or spearsi at another moment with 
bludgeons, or with double swords. Often the 
two who engaged each other used difTersnt wu^ 
pens; the one holding a long sworit the other a 
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oari<Ni«4ooldiig bamlKM> weapon liATing d^ 

points. At other times the two wirriois ctfried 

shielcUy which always hare some hideous free 

diawn on them in coloar» like those yon have 

seen in oar coUeetion at the Crystal Flslaoe. 

Then one wonld drop his shield, and hare to de- 

[ fend himself against his opponent who retained his 

I shield. The one bearing the shield woold thso 

[ fall, roll oyer on the ground, and regain his proper 

I position before his opponent could strike. It was 

I most ludicrous to see these cuiious-lo<^ing men 

'} roll oyer and OTer» and we could not help laugh- 

f ing heartily at the sight. The combatants fought 

as much with their feet as with their hands ; they 

kicked each other, put their feet into the first 

y position, and performed all manner of antics with 

them, reminding us again and again of Knglish 

acrobats. Their costume too, or uniform as I 

should perhaps call it, was most startling to our 

'} eyes. The men who were engaged when we 

were on the ground were Tartars, for both Ghinese 

and Tartars were reriewed that day. The Tartar 

troops senre under eight different banners, and 

:^ are allowed certain immunities. Esch company 

^ of these soldiers wore uniforms made in the 

^ colour of the especial banner under which it 

was enrolled. The short loose sleeyeless jacket 



I in one company was red, in another yellow, faced 
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with brown ; in a third dark blue, in a fourth 
white, and to on in aooordanoe with each parti- 
enlar banner. The tnnioi were white, the etook- 
ingf ookrared, aooording to the oolonr of the 
loose jacket The boots were high, made of 
Uaok cloth. A Urge banner was carried before 
eich diTiBOO. Ai we were looking'on, we were 
startled hj seeing one of the soldiers appear on 
the top of the sham fortification, jump down, and 
ran forward to engage an enemy. When this kind 
of two-handed, or fonr-handed, fighting was Ofsr, 
the men adranced and took their shields from the 
pyramidal heap, and then we disoo?ered that a 
ladder had been placed at the back of them npoo 
which oar acrobatic performer had stood when he 
appeared to be resting on the piled shielda A 
general kind of engagement finished this part 
of the renew, and the troops then marched off to 
the farther end of the field. They did not maroh 
in step, nor in any kind of order. The larger 
banners were carried in the band, bat the smaller 
flags were placed in fiag-holder% which were 
strapped on to the soldiers* backs. The effect is 
corioQs when yoa see the soldiers coming towards 
yoa with the flags rising from their shooUers 
orm their heads. When we Mowed to the end 
of the field, we saw the men pile their shields ; 
this they did bj walking nmnd a csntre^ each 
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depontiiig his shield as he passed a oertaia spot. 
Some more sham fighting went on: then the 
archers stood in a semicircle^ and the swordsmen, 
placed in two long lines, went through their sword* 
ezercisesL They swung their swoids to the rights 
then brought them to the lefk» making a curious 
loud shouting noise as they did so. Then they 
pointed their swords in all directions. While 
they were doing this they rested on one knee^ 
and kept their shields on the left arm. 

As we learnt that there was to be a pause of 
two hours before the artillery practice began, we 
left the parade ground, and returned home in our 
chairs. We had found them useful on the ground, 
and rested in them when nothing important 
was going on. Two tall Tartars, with long- 
thonged whips in their hands, had kept the crowd 
from pressing upon us during the review, but be- 
fore we left the ground the people began to be 
very troublesome to us, and we were glad to esa^ 
from their too-pronounced curiosity. We went 
again to the same parade ground last Thursday 
at six AJC, as we were told that a review was to 
be held on a still grander scale on that day. On 
arriving at the ground we found that the report 
was true. In the elevated building at the end of 
the field, twenty mandarins were seated ; nineteen 
of them wore blue buttons, but the chief man's 
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hat WM daoormtad with the miioh ooreted red 
button. The eiowd was oontideimUy greator^Mid 
tha gromid altogether had a nmch mote militaiy 
aspect than on the preTious occaaion. Am we 
eame upon the groimd, the infantrj, orer 1000 
atrong, were drawn up at the further end of the 
fleld,aDd the caralrj in front of them, waiting un- 
til the time eame for them to be renewed. In the 
etntre of the field a snnken bridle-path atretohed 
aoroi% and it was here that the exeroiaea were 
taking place. On each aide of the path, at inter- 
?al% red polea with droolar tops were placed for 
gon practioe,and low target^ about two feet high, 
stood on the ground for bow and arrow practice. 
Three men stood a little way in front of the build*' 
ing in which the mandarins were sitting, holding 
different coloured ensigns in their bauds, and 
behind them the royal standard was disjdayed. 
^The big drum now aounded from the high brick 
building to the left of u% and aa one of the three 
atandard-bearers dipped a dark blue flag, a rider 
gdloped from one side of the field to the other 
nlong the sunken bridle-path. ICaoy horsemen 
passed in quick succession. Sooietimesitwaa 
ited archer, who discharged his anows at 
the aoMdl targets at full speed ; sometimes it waa 
a mounted dragoon, armed with a Chinese carbine, 
with which he took aim at the higher targets aa 
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he rushed by. Bat the meet stnuige and in* 
teresting sight wm a man, dxessed in the paita* 
oolonred onifonn of one of the banners, who per- 
formed feats on horsebaok precisely as Eoropeaa 
actors amnse an aodienoe at a hippodrome. The 
dram soonded, the flag was dipped, and then ap- 
peared one of the onrions lean Chinese ponies at 
fall gallop, with what looked most nnlike a liTing 
harden on its back. Sometimes a leg raised in the 
air was all yoa coald make oat of the rider^s oatline^ 
he being on his head, one leg hanging down on 
one side, the other raised as high as possible in the 
air. At another time a pony rushed by with a 
rider lying along the side of its body, not sap- 
ported by a saddle, as there was none ; the man's 
head by the pony's neck, his legs stretched oat 
behind him. Then another pony dashed past^ 
apparently without a rider, as the soldier riding 
him was lying along the animal on the farther 
side. When the pony arrived in the centre of 
the coarse, the man jumped up and stood npon 
the animal's back. We also saw a rider stand 
on the pony he was riding, then kneel, clap 
his hands, twist himself suddenly and ride 
on the animal's neck with his face tarned to 
its taiL This military exerdse is, Henry tells 
me, an exact imitation of the Cossack trainings 
and therefore shows great affinity between the 
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two Batknt. After these eroliitioiit, the targets 
were cleared awaj, a mo?emeDt took place 
among the troops at the end of the field, and 
then the shooting oommenced. Some men now 
adTsneed bearing long poles, which thej placed 
in the ground, and then stretched printed drill 
over them. We disoorered that this ereotioii 
was a representation of a city wall, and that 
there were gates in it which opened and dosed. 
The walls were imitated hj a dark grey, with 
white lines painted on it so as to represent stones. 
The gates were a brilliant scarlet, stodded with 
biass nails. Men, baring conch shells in their 
hands^now took up their position immediately 
in front of where we were standing, which was 
dose to the raised platform on which the man- 
darins were seated. These men with the conch 
shells, about twenty in number, were dr e ss e d in 
4he oldest and the dirtiest of costomes. They 
blew their shells, n»aking a most dismal sound, 
the mnsieal instmments and dmms were beaten 
from the eloTation, the scarlet gates were thrown 
open, and through them imoed the iniantry 
bearing banners and gingals. These large gone 
reqnire two men to carry them, one supporting 
the mnnle end on his shoalder, the other the 
bntt and on his shoulder. The troops adTanced, 
lonsed a eirde^ and then fsU into lines^ each line 
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being headed by a different coloured banner. The 
men were arranged according to their especial 
atandardsi and the effect was rerj good when the 
bright jackets were grouped into colonra. The 
sabaltem officers stood a litUe way in front of each 
line, holding small flags in their hands, which they 
dipped as a signal to commeoce firing, and then 
kneeling, they continued to ware them to and fro 
on the ground according to the direction in which 
the firing was to continue. A large drum placed 
a short way in front of the mock city gates gave 
the signal to cease firing. The men when they 
prepared to fire the gingals placed themselyes 
in a most curious position. They advanced the 
right leg considerably in front of the left, then 
the one at the muzsle, the other at the butt end, 
bent their bodies with the yiew of taking aim. 
When the firing had ceased, the troops marched 
in line through the scarlet gates to the sound of 
the dismal groans (which were most uncertain in 
their sound) of the conch shells. The drums on 
the elevation were again beaten most yigorously, 
and the review was over. The Tartar troops are 
a fine broad-shouldered body of men, with open 
countenances, very intelligent*looking, and alto- 
gether more prepossessing in appearance than the 
Chinese inhabitants of the city. 
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LETTEB XXX. 

OoToa, OololNr tMK 1877. 

Ut dbab Uothxb, 

Wb made op our miiidt last week to go to 
the eerly fidr which it held in the eity eferj dej 
frooi sfai to eig^t AJL in the street called Iii-T*ae- 
li. The fiur is well worth seeing^ and generaU j 
oootaina an endleas Tariety <rf goodii sQch as diina, 
glas% d r esses of all kinds^ si>cond-hand shoei^ n 
▼ery large Mnoans of Taloable jadestooe omi^ 
ments^ diaioondsi and other jewellery. The jewel* 
lery and jadestooe ornaments are displayed in 
open hall% each dealer haring a little oonnter 
befbra him. The goodsi soeh as china yases^ 
glas% old iron, oruaments of e?ery variety, etc, 
ire nnanged on the ground in front of the shops 
fDrming the street I was amused by seeing men 
walking abont diqdaying benotifally embroidered 
eseond-hand robes on their backs or spread orer 
their ann% they ha?ing no stalls on which to 
arrange their goodsL All has to be cleared away 
beibre cii^t AJL Kany of the Talnables come from 
the pawBishops^ and are sold as nnrsdeemed 
pMgesy bnt flenry says a grsat deal that is 
e»hihited is stolen property. The thiefes carry 
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their poaMinons rerj eftrij on the fiillowbg 
momiiig after itealing them, to the feir, end eo 
dispose of them before any one ia on thdr traok. 
We did not daie to make an j <^er for the jade- 
atone ornaments whioh we admired, for it reqnirea 
a practised eye to disoriminate the Talne of the 
jadestone. There is a great Tariely of iPorth in 
it» thus one bangle maj be worth eight doUan^ 
another two thoosand dollars, and to oar miH 
initiated eyes they look mnoh the same^ in fret 
we might bay the inferior qoality in ignoianoe. 
Haying made some small purchases, an em- 
broidered Pekinese lady*s jacket amongst them, 
we re-seated ourselyes in our chairs and went on 
for some distance beyond the north gate of the 
city to witness cricket-fighting, a (ayourite pastime 
of the Chinese. As we approached the field 
where it took place, we saw crowds of men stand- 
ing about some sheds erected on tlie spot Moat 
of the company were of the lowest order, but there 
were some respectable men, including Tartar 
officers and mandarins. Much money is lost in 
this form of gambling. On entering the largest 
shed, we saw a raised platform on which some men 
sat behind a counter, who were employed in 
weighing the crickets, in weighing the dolIar% in 
recording the beti^ in receiTing the money laid by 
both sides on each matoht and in paying th« 
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wmnor of each ptriioiilAr fights after dadneting 
a paroantage for tha azpanaaa of tha building. 
Ib thia abad numbera of man wara coUactad, aaoh 
holding in bia band a liUla round aartbanwara 
baain coyarad witb a dolb. Tbaaa baaina oon« 
tainad tha figbting-criekata. Tba matobaa ara 
played for large aa well aa small anma of money, 
and many bondrad doUara cbanged banda during 
tba abort time we were preaant. We entefed one 
of tbe amaller mat abeda, oonaiating of two or tbree 
iooma» and stood by a round taUa, and altbougb 
tba people asaembled tbera belonged to tbe 
lowest orden» tbey were moat polite to ua. Two 
man bad oome in from tbe large tent, eacb baring 
n little eartbenware bowl in bia band, and after 
tbey bad nncorered tbem, and examined tbe two 
ooeupanta to oertify tbey were tbeir identical 
ericketi, tbe cbirping oombatanta were put into an 
aartbanwara bowl on tbe table,and tbe figbt began. 
The two man bald small featbar pencils in tbeir 
hands by wbicb tbey stirrad up and enraged tbe 
fbelligarents, wbicb ilgbt generally witb great 
qiirit, and often loaa legs and wings in tbe contest 
Tha two cricketa walk round and round tbe bowl 
al int, than ruab at eacb other witb such Tio- 
laaea that they ara often thrown on tbeir baeka. 
Should the one eriekai run away from bia opponent 
tkua timaa in snaaaasion, ha ia pfononnoad by tha 
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ampira pnteat, to be defeated. Tlioee rtendiog 
roimd the table make bete apon the one or other 
of the flghtiiig-oriokete. The mooeMfel erioketi 
are taken bone^ and what they die (thej lire bnt 
a faiindnddayB,or with oare a handled and thittf 




daya) are placed ia tiny nlver coffini, and are 
baried secretly by their owoen on the hiUa, In 
the beginning of the next mmmer the latter go 
at ni^t when the cricketi are to be fotmd on tlie 
hiUa, and wend their way to the partionUr qioti 
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where they baye buried their euooenf ul oricketi^ 
and eoUect a number ot new oombatants» be- 
liering that the ipirits of the departed insects 
go into the bodies of the crickets found in the 
same neigbbonrhood. When the war was going 
OB between England and China in 1857,a captain 
of one of Her Majesty's ships, which was stationed 
at Whampoa, for the purpose of keeping ap the 
blockade ot the ri? er, seeing as he thought a host 
of Chinese biaTes adrancing orer the neighbouring 
hills^ landed his marines and blue-jackets, marched 
up the hill% and attacked the supposed miemy. 
The men on the hills, who carried lanterns, were 
armed, as it is unsafe for Chinese to be about 
without weapons at night They returned the 
shots of the English sailors, and some men were 
wounded on each sida On approaching close to 
the enemy the English captain, who was in the 
meentime seriously wounded, discorered that 
his oppcoents were in truth Tillagers who were 
sssTfhing on the hills for cricketsL 

Before dismissing the subject of cricket4ghting, 
I must tall you one cireumstance that came 
under my wpeeitl notice^ and which will, I think, 
rather astonish yon. Hany of the Buddhist 
monks indulge in this sport, and the other day 
al our mcnastie rstrsat at Taai-tung^Koo-tsn^ 
W9 met with a Buddhist priest^ who had come to 
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Canton from a monatterj in tbe lemoto part of 
the county of Tnnng-Eoon, to attend the criekot- 
pits, and had btonght with him siz fighting- 
crickets. Oat of these onlj one had piofed 
Tictorioasy bat as it had won aereral battleai and 
gained six hundred dollars, which was a large 
sam of money for the priest, he was retonuag 
home the day we saw him, in high spirits. 

I do not think I haTe told yon how I haTO 
(rot on daring the great and continoons heat of 
the past two or three months. It has at times 
been very trying, especially at night We coold 
scarcely breathe with the mceqaito-cnrtains drawn, 
80, during August and September, we slept without 
them. We were not troubled, howeyer, at all by 
the mosquitos during those two months. Perhaps^ 
owing to the excessive heat, these tormentors 
had left the house and had gone into the open 
air. After dinner we find it too oppressiTe to 
stay in the house, as we do not get a breath of 
fresh air. We think this is in consequence of 
the short thick banyan trees which line the band 
opposite to our yerandah. We, therefore^ go oat 
and sit on the bund. You would be amused to 
see us. An ordinary glass lantern is hung upon ' 
a branch of one of the banyan trees to give as 
light Our four dogs, two of the short-haired 
Chinese breed, and two of the long-haired kind, 

T 
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lie ilreldbed on the ground about VS. Poorthiogt, 
thaj aaem to madhr a great deal in this hot 
weather. At nine o'clock one of oar boys bring* 
a tea-poj (amall table) ont of the honae^ the 
other oarriea a tray with the tea eqnipage on 
it» and we take oor tea al fiwok Sometimea 
we do get a little fareeie from the river. At 
all erenta the atoiotphere is not to etifling at 
it is in the hooae^ and on moonlight nights the 
on the riTer is Tory pretty. 



LETTEBXXXL 

Oastoii, Nofibw eik, lf77. 

Ut dbab Mothsb, 

Last week we paid another risit to the 
parade groond to be preeeot at a grand triennial 
leriew that was to take place in the presence 
of the Viceroy, the Tkrtar Qeneral, and all the 
leading officials of the proTincSi We engaged a 
slipper boat to be ready for ne very early in the 
morning, and entered it at half-past iix ajl We 
had the advantage of having the tide in onr iavonr, 
and arrived at the parade gronnd before half«past 
seven. The boatmen followed ns from the boat, 
carrying oor large bamboo chaii% as we knew from 
operienos that it was wiser to have onr own chairs 
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with VS. The groomi presented a Tery gay ae— 
as we entered it; theie wm a Luge body of 
cavalry aasemUed at the end of the field, end the 
flags of the various regiments looked very hrig^ 
We had been told that the reriew wonld ccmuneBoe 
aboat six o*cloek,bat it was iiilly an hoar after we 
arriyed before the Yioeroy made his appearanee. 
There was again a long panse after the last of 
the mandarins had assembled, before this biggest 
of all the big officials in Canton arriTcd on the 
parade gronnd. The centre boilding was oooo- 
pied by the Viceroy, Tartar Greneral, and many 
high mandarins. Close to it three temporary 
bnildings had been erected ; one on the left for 
the sons of the officials, one by the side of tlie 
latter occupied by the Howqua family, and 
the third, on the right of the main building, 
placed at the disposal of foreigners. The whole 
effect was much like an English race-course, 
with its grand-stand and otlier buildings near it. 
This review was on a much larger scale than 
those we had previously seen, but most of the 
movements were similar to those on the former 
occasions. The varieties were: some wrestling 
matches^ which took place immediately in firont 
of the Viceroy's position* and some practice in 
*I)ooting by young Tartar boys, who were from 
eight to twelve years of age. These boys were 

T 2 
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good-looking, fine grown ladi. Thej adraneed m 
f Tea, each of the aeta of fire wearinir the colooia of 
one of the eight bannera. They had on military 
hata with two fozea* taila hanging from the baeka 
of them. Their military maaler adfanoed in the 
centre of them, and he bore a flag placed in a 
little atand on hia back between hia ahonldera. Aa 
the boya reached the apot immediately in front of 
the Viceroy, they atopped, put themaeWea into 
moat atndied poaitionai formed a drole, adTaneed 
one by one in front of their maater and fired thm 
amall carbinea in torn. When all the moreroenta 
had been performed by one aet of fire, they 
paaaed on with meaaiired atep, and the next Are, 
clnatering round their teacher, adranced and went 
throngli the aame ezerciae. About twelve aeta 
of tbeae boya and their teacbera paaaed before the 
Viceroy. They then adranced an wuu$$f and 
atood before the Viceroy, who receiTed them with 
a moat graciona amile. Silver meda^a were pre- 
aented to each of them. These little ieUowa 
looked every inch what they were — aoldien* aona, 
and Henry telU me that they are all brought 
up to aerve in the army, and in thia way the 
Tartar garriaoa in thia city haa been rvinforoed 
for three centuriea paat The troopa reriewed thia 
day were Tartar aoldiera only. Another new feature 
in thia reriaw waa, that the oflBceia themaalvea^ of 
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all gradesy most graye, dignified men, tome of 
whom were nearly seTcnty years of age, were 
examined in archery practice. It was a strange 
sight to see these officers advance, step on to 
a dab placed a little way in front of the 
Viceroy's table, and solemnly discharge their 
arrows in torn. A target was placed at what 
appeared to me a short distance from tlie dais. 
A small red cloth was spread, on which the 
officer stood whose turn it was to shoot, another 
placed himself in readiness immediately behind, 
and the rest of the military mandarins arranged 
in two aad two according to their buttons de- 
noting their rank, remained in rows behind and 
advanced gradually to the dais. For a wonder, 
the Chinese use their bows much as Europeans 
use theirs. The arrows were tipped with sharp 
points of iron. Each man carried a quiver bearing 
five handsome arrows, the feathers of which were 
those of the argus pheasant. The bows, which 
were large, were made of ash, and were omar 
mented by snakes* skins. The target was large, 
in shape like the panel of a door, with three red 
bull's eyes placed at intervals on it It was covered 
with white paper. It did not seem to matter 
in what part the arrows struck the target, as the 
gong was sounded each time one pierced it You 
must not imagine that these military mandarins 



926 FOURTEEN MONTHS IN CANTON. 

lookedUkeaoldientoooraTet. They were d r et i e d 

in long blue figured rilk lobet^ aod in white or 

pale blue oodertkirti beaatifully erobioiderad, 

Omy silk begs oonUiQing noent, which is used as 

a eharm against eril* hang at their sidesL High 

Uaek satin boots with eorions thick (three or 

fbnr inches thick) white soles, and official hats 

trimmed with red fringe, completed their toilettes. 

The first ofBcen who sdTanced to shoot wore 

the pale Une button on their hats, from which 

hnng rarens* feathersi Tlien came the dark 

blue, crystal, white, and gold buttons in SQO» 

cession. Each man who struck the target with 

four out of the fire arrows, receiTcd from the 

Viceroy two rolls of mandarin silk folded up in 

white piq)er. They bent the knee when the rolls 

were handed to them by one of the oflScials, who 

took them from a long table that was placed by 

the side of the official table. When these officers 

receiTed the rolls of silk into their hands, they 

bowed to the ground, then raised the rolls high 

abore their heads, thus honouring the Emperor, 

whose gift tliey were. Those who missed with 

two of the fire arrows rsoeired only one roU of 

silk, and in one case, an officer missing the tatgel 

with three arrows, had to retire without anj 

present. It is difficult to contwy to you the 

kintest idea of the studied dignity and solemn i^ 
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of expression in the countenances of these oflSoen. 
All military mandarins have to undergo this 
triennial examination until they reach the rank 
of general in the army. The reriew finished 
as before, with artillery practice, mawihing in 
line^ in circles, eto^ the erection of city walls, and 
marching through the gates to the sound of the 
drum, conch, and other musical instruments. 



LETTER XXXn. 

Oaittqv, KoTonber KHh, 1877. 

Mt dear Mother, 

Singe I sent my last descriptiye letter to 
you, I have been with Minnie to see a bride 
leare her husband's house the third day after her 
marriage, on a visit of ceremony to her parents. 
We were told that she would start from her new 
home in a bridal-chair at nine o'clock A.if., so 
we hurried our breakfast and contrived to be at the 
bridegroom's (a doctor's) house by half-past nine. 
With true Chinese disregard of time, nothing was 
then ready for the bride's start, and we sat for 
more than an hour in a house on the opposite 
side of the street, which belongs also to the &ther 
of the bridegroom, before we were invited into 
the bridegroom's house. When we entered the 
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btidal-hooM, the eostoiiiArj pretents were ell pre- 
pered end men were juet eUrting with tliem to the 
bride's perente* hooie. There were eboet ten pige 
roeated mhole lying in open red boxeii In other 
open eeses there were fmite of Terioiia kinda, oeket, 
and large bnndlea of fire-orackera. The bearera, 
wearing red Umica, were in the aet of alinging 
theae boxes on bemboo polea to carrj them to the 
parenta of the bride. Some abort time after theae 
preaenta had been aent oft the bride appeared in 
the Tiaiton* hall where we were aiiting. She was 
dreaaed in her red wedding-dress ornamented 
with gold, and wore the gold marriage crown from 
which a thick beaded fringe hnng OTer and neariy 
concealed her face. She came into the room 
with her handa joined and raiaed before her 
face in the orthodox baslifnl style of a Chineae 
brida An amah walked on eaoh aide ot her 
and heki her by the elbowa ; they then aariated 
her to kneel before the anoeatral altar, and 
raiaed her anna np and down aa ahe perfionned 
her act of worahip. They helped her to riaa^ 
and ahe advanoed towarda na, and chin-ehinncd 
na first, and then her nnmerooa yoong aiataiMn* 
law who were praaent The bride waa only aix- 
teen and her hnaband eeveatean yeara of 
the siatera-in-law of the bridegioeaa were all 
Iwesrtj. The bnde ia SBaU fiMle4i and ao of 
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coane is a first wife. Poor girl, I pitied ber, 
for ahe rtood for nwirly two boan oi thoao 
poor little cramped painfal feet» ererjr now 
and then only leaning against the amaha, who 
aat down and thna anpported her. The paienta 
of the brid^rootn now oam« io, and the bride 
knelt before them, and peribimed the kan- 
tan. After this a great deal ot ftm and merri- 
ment went on, all the yonng people went up to 
the bride and teased her, and, ai mj little friend 
explained to me, asked her for cakea, aajing 
that she was very mean not to gire them mom. 
They crowded round her and told her jokingly 
that her life would be very miserable, that her 
husband would beat her, etc. etc. 

Quite an uproar of merriment took plaoe OTery 
now and then. No one heeded me, so I ooold 
ait and look on and see family rcjoidnga ao> 
cording to the maonera and costtans itf thia 
country. 

I think the bridegroom was disappointed that 
I did not join in the jokea; but how could 17 
my tongue was tied by ignorance of the Chine** 
language. 

All this time the weddiug-chair was hidden awaj 
by ainne of the family party, a joke always prac- 
tised (» this particular day of the bride's letam 
to her home. The company declared, as thej 
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■niTOiiDdad the yoang bride, that the •hoiild not 
go borne to aee ber ptrents. She did not speek 
more tban a few woida the whole time, but I 
think the much enjoyed her poeition end feeling 
of importenoe. I wee naked by the bridegroom 
what I thoogbt of his bride, if she had a pietty 
ieoe (of ooarte I told my little friend to anawer 
in as flattering terms as possible, with tmth), bat 
the bride wss not nearly so pretty, I saw, when 
the Teil of fringe was lifted from her iaoe^ as two 
yonng married women who were in the room 
with ns. There are six sons in this family, and 
the iather is not oTer forty«fiTe. He and flve of 
the sons practise as doctors. The yonngsst is 
sixteen, and is the only one nnmarried; and 
he, too, is being edncated for the medieal pro- 
fession. At last there was a decided mo? ement 
at the enter door, and I thought the wedding- 
chair had arrired, bat it prored to be the coolies 
bringing back the boies from the hoase of the 
bride's parents. As is the established costom, 
the head and feet of the pigs were retomed in the 
boxes and also a portion of the oakes and fhiil I 
was <^ered some of the latter, and then, for the 
fsarth or fifth time, tea was handed roond. 

Jost before twelTe o'dork, when I wasoreroome 
with fatigne, and tboaght of leaTing, the gmd 
gold weddiagNchair, lieUy onamenled with Uttle 
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tignres decorated with Uae enamel made of king* 
fisher^s featken^ came to the door. 

It had at last been found, said the merry party 
ronnd the bride. I moanted on a stoo!, as I waa 
inyited to do^ to tee the bride enter her bridal- 
chair. . Her attendants then closed the door, and 
she became inrisible to the mlgar gaie. The 
chair was Tery heary, a mass of gilding and 
ornament ; hot it was not the private propertj of 
this family, bat was^ as is always the oaae, hiied 
for the term of the wedding festitities^ whidli last 
about eight days. The bride was to return to her 
husband's house at seyen o*clook pjl the same 
day. 



LETTEB XKXUL 



i.*v; 



CAXTOVy Kofo&Ur Mlk, 1S77 

My deab Motheb, 

I HAVE had a terrible shock since I last 
wrote to you, and I am sure you will be thankful 
to hear that Henry escapedagreatdanger in which 
he was placed last Sunday eyening. He started 
for Whampoa as usual about fiye, to take his eight 
o'clock evening senrice, and had not proceeded 
aboye halfway, when he noticed a long snake-boat 
lying immediately in the path of his slipper boat* 
Henry sits upon a bamboo chair which is plaoedoQ 
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the toe of tlie ilipper boat, and athe hai noooTor- 
ing ID finoot of him, be can tee olearly anytbing 
that takes place around bini« He had a preeenti- 
ment of eril on peroeiving the poeition of the snake* 
boat, bat had soaroely time to examine it closely, 
before a shot was fired point blank at him from it. 
His boatmen called oat in terror that they had 
an Englishman on board, bat before they had got 
their words oat, a second shot came from the 
pirates which struck the slipper boat The boat- 
men docked their heafls, and swayed their bodies 
to the side of the boat, by which movement 
they npset Uenry*s chair, and he fell back- 
wards. There was great danger of the slipper 
boat being capsiaed at that moment On re- 
corering his feet, Henry called oat in Chinese 
and asked the men what they meant by firing at 
him, and the coolie and the boatmen screamed 
cot that their passenger was a foreigner from 
the Chong-Lan (Bell-tower). The pirates, upon 
hearing this, tomed their boat's head and rowed 
off as last as possible across the rirer and entered 
a creek. There is no doubt that they were on 
the watch tat Chinese^ who often carry treasare 
aboot with theoi. In these winter months the 
pirates abound on the ri?er, and render it Terj 
unsafe for psssengfr boats. The Chinese Imut 
greatly, and when a Junk is going up the 
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rirer it ia not onlj umed, bat, h » ral«^ nranl 
jnalca start togethflr uul keep cIom to eaoh otliar 
u long u ponible. Fkssenger boati an alfo 
armed. The ChineM goTenuaait ia naldiig a 
great effort to pot dowo piraoj, and, aa I told yon 
in a fi>nner letter, emploj Eonpean offioaia oa 
board tbeir gao-boata for thin parpoae^bot it 
moat be long befise tbe pintea are dearod off 
tlie river. A trading joak, apparentlj pei^ 
fectljr harmlesa, will tarn pirate when aa op- 
portuiiit7 preseota itwl^ and ao there ia a great 
want of confidence felt by the Chineae towarda 
vetaelfl of any sort. Bobberies take place al- 
most nigbtly on the riTer. When tbe son aeta. 
the boating population, to protect themaelvea 
from pirates, close and barricade tbe montha of 
the creeks, I am enjoying the change in tbe 
weather very mnoh. It is now <]iiite cold in the 
enrly morning and evening, and we liave abeady 
had a fire in onr dining-room, and soon we ahall 
require fires daily. 

I have just aent for my ftira from tbe pawn* 
aliop. Doea not this aonnd odd to Engliah ears t 
The foH have been at this pawn-shop all tbe 
summer, and will thua have been saved from 
being devoured by the moth. It is most difficult 
to keep them free from thia insect in one'a own * 
liooae-^early impoasible, bat n* the pawa-ahqM 
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they are quite eefe. We aluil only pay a couple 
of doUare to the owner of the pawn-ahop wheo wo 
lOoeiTe our fim. 

1 tball be rery glad of them now, for a 
manreUona change took place in tlie weather on 
the 20th inet On that day Henry etarted for 
Whampoa, wearing hia alpaca olothea. Ho 
could not haTO pot on hia cloth tbingt aa it waa 
tnteneely hot in the momiug, bat at half-paat 
acTen PJf. down came the north wind, and in two or 
three boon it became very odd. The following 
morning we were thankful to pat on oor winter 
cbthet. 8o yon aee that the odd, when it iint 
comee in, ia as difficult to bear as the heat; not that 
I grumble at it, as I am delighted with the change 
of weather, and am glad beyond meaeore that tha 
heat of eammer haa at last paejed away. We 
hare both been really ill, since I last wrote, from 
eating some oysters which were sent ns by a 
friend from Ifaoaa On inquiry we diacorered 
that these oysters had been opened beCors they 
arriTod, a iiM:t our aerrants did not let ns know, 
and it was only when we were so ill, that one of 
them said " tliat oyster no plopa when he come this 
aide, he no bare got shell." We were poisoned by 
thcee bad oysters, and one of the coolies who ata 
of them also became Tery ilL It ia not nn- 
Csr penooa to be affected by the Macao 
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oyatan^ •• tli6 lobb upoa which ihejr gnnr an of 
a caprooM nature. We weie obliged to call ia 
our Ohineee doetor ; bat efeii with his caiebvo 
were fezy much indiqweed lor three daja. 
^ I most tell yoa of an amnring eirooniataiiee 

that has taken plaoe in oar hooMi A &w 
weeka ago^ one of my eanarifa^ which had been 
placed in a amall oage in the dining^oom, waa 
miaaing when the coolie entered the room early 
in the mornings and the only trace left of it waaa 
few featbera on the bara of the cage. I waa Tory 
mnch Texed, and inquired of the aenranta what 
animal could hare entered the room through the 
>enetian8y and aeixed my pretty little favourite ? 
They all anawered that it was " one piecee cat." 
Henry doubted the truth of thia atatement, aa he 
did not think a cat could haye entered by the 
partially doeed Tenetiana ; but the waiting boy 
and coolies peraisted in aaying that the enemy waa 
acat and not a rat^ and that it waa a particular cat 
frooA a neighbouring bouae. We asked them 
why, baring aeen it, they did not try to catch it ? 
upon which they told ua it waa a fierce cat, and 
that they were obliged to allow it to eacape. I 
ordered the yeuetiana to be more cloaely faatened, 
and again and again complained that my orders 
were not obeyed. When I remonstrated, the boy 
anawered, ^That piecee cat no come thia aide 
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again, mj can aaeiire he no come again." It 
if only jnai now that I haTs leant the true 
•tale of the caae from Minnie. The coolie had 
not only caught the cat the morning it stole my 
bird from the cage in the dining-room, but he 
had alao cooked and eaten it, and simply would 
not acknowledge to haring caught it, for fear we 
•hoold langfa at him for haying made a meal of 
the enemy. PoniUy too^ he may hare oonaideied 
that onr neighboor woold complain of the tom- 
mary justice executed upon the offender. Our 
waiting boy, whe is twenty years of age, has just 
gone into the country to be married. We hare 
giTen him in consequence a week's holiday. He 
will leare his bride at his father's house in the 
country, when he returns to us, and see her most 
likely only at very rare inlenrals. He, like all 
young men in China, has been betrothed Anom his 
youth. It is a most unusual thing to meet with a 
bachelor in China orer twenty years of age^ and 
when this is the case a man is looked upon as a 
bad citiaaL Single life is of course obserred by 
all Buddhist monks and by some of the priests of 
the sect of Tan. 

Yesterday we receiyed a Tery full budget by 
the English mail, fourteen letten^ including those 
fium home which did not arriTe last week We 
look out fcr the rirer steamer most anzioualy when 
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tlie mail it expeeled. When our oooUa oomcB in 
and iays ^'Thia hooie no got chit,* oar dia* 
appobtment ia Teiy great. Wo ha^e modi 
better food now the weather ia cool, and there iaa 
great improTement in the meat^ whidi ia modi 
more tender. I think yon will be intereated to 
hear what we can now proenre in the way of food, 
▼egetablea and firoit. Good game comea down 
from Shanghai, and we hare reodred a preaent 
of pheaeanta, teal, and a hare from that port The 
game was in yery good preeenration after ita 
jonmey of oyer nine hundred milea. We hare 
V!A vory good Tegetablea jtut now, and amongst them 

!< /^ are peas, potatoes, sweet potatoes, tomips, amall 

carrots, and cabbages. Oorfhut at this season oon- 
sbts of sweet oranges, natiye walnuts, natiye cheats 
nuts, persunmona^ bananas, etc. I do not remember 
M telling you about one thing that has again and 

again amused me in our household. Occasionally 
when we pass through our senrants* quartern to 
the boat, we see one or other of them in the handa 
of a barber, haying his head shayed, or his tail 
trimmed and plaited. The tails of many of the 
Chinese are yery long and thick. This remark 
il applies to young and middle-aged men only, 

for a man in years has generally a yery snudl 
and short portion of hair in his tail, the rest of it 
being composed of silk. The barber also trima 
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the eyebrows of his customer and reduces them to 
a slender line, and remoTes all superfluous hair 
from Lis face and ears. Shaving and hairdressing 
are generally done in public in China, and I have 
often been amused at watching the process going 
on alfreioo. 

LETTER XXXIY; 

GAinos^ Deoembar Sth, 1ST7* 

Mt dear Mothbb, 

I WONDEB if you picture us as we really are 
now. Before I left Eugland I did not realise the 
fact of tbe winter being as cold as it is here, and 
I fancy few people' who have not experienced it 
know what kind of winter one has in the south of 
China. We have a fire in our bedroom at night, 
and the room is still so cold that I have bought 
a high screen to place by the side of the bod to 
sheltor ns from the draught. These houses are 
baill (vlth a view to moke them as cool as possible 
in summer, and so it is very difficult to shut out 
the cold wind in winter. Our dogs can no longer 
go out into the verandah at night, and two of 
them sleep in our room, and two on the land* 
ing at the top of the staircase. They cause ua 
some trouble at night. Our youngest one (we 
have given away the youngest of all, as he would 
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sot atay with im» bat liTed antirely in the ier- 
rmoUf oflBoet) U most jedoot of one of tho 
older dog% and it is most difficult to keep him 
quiet In faet» the yoong one does not rest 
nntil the old dog ia driyen into a corner. The 
growl of these doge which preoedee a fight is 
enough to disturb a household. They much re- 
semble in form and oolonr tlie Esqniroaoz dog. 
We owe our safety to one of onr iavonrites ; for 
some time agO| when we had jnst £Ulen asleep^ 
one of the older dogs in the Terandah barked 
farionsly. We both started from sleep, and felt 
conscioos that some one was in the bedroom, and 
Henry called oot in Chinese, "Who is there?* 
The iDtruder in his flight most hare touched the 
towel-horse, as it was shaken and nearly knocked 
orer, and there is no doubt that he escaped by 
the open window dose to it Our watches and 
jewellery were on that side of the room along 
which he was approaching, and we think that 
he must haTe been aware of it I much dread 
any fracas with a Chinese thief, for, although 
Henry is Tery powerful, he would hare no chance 
with a man of this kind. For the thiefee are 
generally armed with kniTes, and their tails, whieh. 
are lalss^ are filled with fish-hooka If a guard 
seiae a prisoner, he oatehes him by the tail 
and twists it round his arm. I ha^e sssa this 
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done myself, eo I sappone that is the reason 
why thieves adopt the expedient of wearing false 
tails. Should a burglar be caught with arms 
upon him, he is decapitated according to Chinese 
law. Tliis makes bnrglars Tory reckless^ and 
if resisted, they would not hesitate to commit 
murder, if by doing so they could make good 
their escape. 

During one of our excursions lately, we yisited 
the Buddhist nunnery, which bean the name of 
T'aan-To-Om. We saw in the principal shrine 
an idol of Buddha, before which fifty nuns say 
their prayers morning and eyening. Unless I 
had been informed to the contrary, I should 
hare concluded that the persons who gathered 
around us on our entering the quadrangle of the 
nunnery were Buddhist monks, as the dress is 
similar. The nuns* heads are entirely shayed ; 
they wear tunics, white stockings, and black 
shoes, like the priests. It is supposed that this 
dress was adopted to enable the nuns to go 
about the streets without being observed. A 
few days ago, we saw what we both considered 
to be a nun entering the English chemist's shop 
where we were going. We asked if it were a nun 
we had seen, but were told by the chemist that it 
was a young nobleman, who had taken a yow to live 
as a monk for a oertain period. He had therefore 



843 FOUBTSBH MOXTHB Df OANTOK. 

nhared his head and adopted the nioDk't 

The niuit are coiieeerated at the aame tiine as 

the nionka. 

I hare not yet mentioned one eorioos feature 
of a Boddhift prieet's appearanoe : 70Q will notiee 
at oooe that hit head, which ia entirely ahaTen, 
hat eeveral little white Mara on it These are 
TOWS which are burnt into hie head by the 
eiMl of a lighted inoenae etick. A monk not 
only takes the three tows of porerty, chastity, 
and obedience at his ordination ; he takes other 
TOWS according to his desire, snch as abstaining 
from wine, from meat, from brawling, from 
gambling, eta The latter is^ howoTer, a rice 
moch indulged in by the priests, many of whom 
disregard their tows in a Tery open manner. We 
went into the temple of Sheng- Wong the same day, 
and there saw many most corions representatioos 
of the Buddhist hades. These figures are placed 
in Tarious compartments on each side of the great 
quadrangle of the temple. In each of three 
oompartments a king sitting in judgment, sur» 
rounded by his ministera of justice, is represented. 
In one compartment there are clay figures of mem 
and women, who are undergoing Tarious torments 
inflieted on them by order of the king, for un» 
repented sin. In a second, Buddhist monks and 
whohaTo rsessTed owney for saying pimyem 
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for the repose of soola, and baTs neglected to do eo^ 
are confined in a dark tower, and by tbe light of 
a Tory small lamp are condemned to read litnrgioal 
eerricet, printed in the smalleet ^fpe ponible. In 
another repreaentstion, wicked men are made to 
gaie in a mirror npon tbe forma of beasts^ lepdlei^ 
inaectfl^ eta, one or other form of which their 
souls will animate on their retam to earth. 
In another, homicides are sonoanded by water, 
which they cannot obtain, and are tantalised 
by the sight of it, while they suffer the 
agonies of thirst Twice a month they ba^e to 
undergo all the pains of body and soul which 
their victims have gone through at their hands. 
Various horrors, such as being ground in a mill, 
returning to life again, to be re-ground— burning 
in flames of fire — thrown on to spikes — being de- 
capitated, then made whole in body, to be again 
decapitated — ^roasted alive under a red-hot bell—* 
sawn asunder— thrown into caldrons of boiling oil, 
are all depicted, with other varieties of torture. In 
fact, the whole representations recalled to my mind 
a book I bad much feared in my early youth, bat 
which was highly valued by my nurse— FoK^a 
'fiook of Martyrs.' 
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LETTER XXXY. 

Mt dxar Mothei, 

We bare bad two or three warm dajt this 
la*t week, and moch rain. Our bonae hae be* 
come YtTj damp agab, and the marble parement 
of the ball looks as if pails of water had been 
thrown upon it Old residents say it is anosoallj 
warm and damp for the time of year. The moe- 
qoitos are nnendorable ; they are bussing in my 
ears, and settling on my hands as I write. All 
oar senrants came in to chin^dun ns this morning 
early, and presented ns with their large red paper 
▼isiting cards, and several Chinese bare called to 
wish Henry a happy new year. The day is much 
obsenred in oor settlemoot Gentlemen of all 
nations make oongratolatory calls npon the ladies. 
I had a fery great number of Tisitors to reoeiTe 
alone^ as Henry of course was also engaged in 
paying new year's risits. 

We haye been into the dty two or three times 
sinoe I last wrote to yon, spending onr time 
chiefly in the street called Rai-Loi-Ch'oh Tt^ 
where we haTO bought soTeral articles of black 
wood ftmiture. The s tr eet s^ at this time of the 
year, are Tery much ccowded with open-air stalls 
of all kinds, owing to the near approach of the 
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CbiiuM nnr jeu. Boom of tltOM lUlls oontua 
vwring Apparel; otlien, ihoei ud e»pt; ud 
othen, uticlM at Tittn. The ktter tie booght 
to gire amy m Jtew-jm^t praNnti. FraiU 




stalls ore specially simieTODa, uid we gener- 
ally surrouoded by little boyi who gamble with 
the ttall-keeper for the fruit These open-air frait- 
ftalls now display orangei^ banana^ applet PMn, 
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•ad pa^Hiiits. The fhiit mutt be Terj tempting 
to the boyty but io greet ii their innete loTe of 
gambling thet thej would rather run the risk 
of loeing the fruit then forego the pleerare of 
throwing the dice. The propensity for gamblin|^ 
bowerer, ie not confined to boy^ in CShinn, men 
end women being .elao fwy mnoli eddieted to 
IfaetTioe. 

I heve not told joo, I think, how mnoh we are 
ocoaaionaUy startled by salutes fired off from the 
men-of-war which come up to Canton. They 
anchor so close to Shsmeen, that the Tibration ie 
great from the guns ; the windows of our house 
rattle^ and the panes of glass seem to be in 
jeopardy. Last Sunday when we were at chureh, 
and whilst Henry was preaching, we w«re startled 
by the guns of a French ship of war firing a 
royal salute in honour of a risit from the Chineee 
Yiceroy. The noise was simply deafening, and so 
prolonged, as the salute was fired slowly, that 
Henry was obliged to make a long pause in his 
sermon. The riTor is at all times a scene of noiee 
and bustle^ most particularly so where the boats 
eongr^gste near the steamen^ but our end of 
Bhsmeen is sufficiently noisy. It was difficult 
to sleep during the summer when our be dr oom^ 
windows were wide open. About one or two o'clock 
AJL we were often awoke by salfoes of fire-crackers 
wUek wsrs firsd when Ohineee boats wars starttag^ 
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on their Toyaget. The boat population do not aleep 
the night through, hot teem to oatoh aleep at 
iuterrals daring the night and daj. Weaienefer 
free daring the samnier from none on the riTer* 
When adeath takes plaoe in anjof the boali^ the 
relations immediately begin to howl^and oontiniie 
to do so at intenrals nntil the body is baried. It 
is a most distrening sound at nighty and one 
which we frequently hear. Qaarrels often take 
place amongst the boat people, and they become 
much excited and scream one to the other, some- 

^ times for ten minutes or so, and sometimes for 

hours together. In fact tliere is scarcely an 

.^ hour during the night, in summer, when complete 

stillness reigns on the rirer. The smallness 
of sleeping accommodation on board the boats 
for the families living in them may partly ac- 
count for this restlessness and wakefulness of 
the boat population. 

What a strange life these boat people lire I 
They are bom in their boats, marry from their 
boats (boatmen marrying boatwomen) and take 
their brides home to their boati^ three generations 
often occupying the same floating home. Further, 
they die in their boats, and are con?eyed to 
the grare in their boats. When a member of a 
boat £EUDily dies, the body is taken to a Taat 
cemetery on the banks of the rirer, five or six 
nules to the west of the city of Osnton. Manj 
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of the bcMitmeD tenre m aaflon on board the ocean- 
going junks and other nali?e trading TeMele, 
and are eonteqnently away for tereral weeks or 
eren months at a tin»e. On rotnming from their 
▼ oy age s they find their boats exactly in the same 
position as that in which they left them. This, 
howerer, is no longer a matter of sorprise, when 
one learns that there is a marine magistrate called 
the Hoi-Teng, who assigns to each boat its position 
on the riTer» in which it has an nndispoted right 
to remain year after year. The boat popnlatioA 
is regarded with contempt by people liring on 
sliore» and to every boatwoman the opprobrious 
epithet of * watar>hen "* is applied. 



LETTEB XXXYL 

(UvToa, MftVBk tOtti, 1S7SL 
Ht DB4R UOTBXR, 

I TAKB op my pen again after a rest of two 
months to write yoa one of my descriptiTe lettersL 
Little of importance has happened dnring my 
silence. The Chinese new year has been obserred 
as nsnaL Salroes of fire-oraokers were let off 
without ceasing from eight o'clock of the last 
night of the old year» nntil daylight of the (rsC 
day of the new year; The temples, soiall and 
gfsat thioo^bovi this fast city, were ope^ the 
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whole night, and were crowded bj wraBbippen^ 
who wen offering tlunkg for the good tliinga 
reoeired daring the year paning away, and 
ptsying for mercies daring the year joat dawn, 
ing. All the eldera of the dirtricti who att«ided 
' these ceremonies wore their official robea. W<»h 
: ; ship, too, was paid to all the State deities by the 
[ 1 leading officials of the city. In each dwelling- 
\ : house the ancestral altars, and those in htmoor 

r of the tatelary gods, were lighted np daring 

> ; the greater part of the night, and around them 

\.'i were gathered all the members of the familr. 
Dnring the few days in which tlie festiTJUes of 
the new year are observed, all the shops are oloeed 
and Canton seems to be deserted. The passenger 
boats are crowded with men and women who are 
going iDto the country to risit friends. Many 
failnres have taken place as usual at the new 
year. The shops which were closed owing to in- 
solvency, have had red papers affixed to thedoora^ 
stating that the owners were bankrupts, and the 
amount of liabilities they had incurred. All debts 
most he paid before the new year, and the man 
who cannot meet his demands then, must declare 
himself a bankrupt During the two or three last 
days of the Chinese year, articles which hare been 
preTioosly exposed for sale at a high price, are 
offered at a moch lower rate for cash. Henry 
has been rery anxiona for me to go orer one of 
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the large ooetn-goiiig janka, all of which are now 
preparing for tea. We were in a tampan a few 
days ago, and in patting one of tbete junkt» we 
made op oor mindt to go on board. loantoaroelj 
deecribe the enriout appearance of thete rtttelt. 
The tiemt are rery high and wide, and are ridily 
ornamented with painted decorataoot, tnch at the 
Chinete Phcenix with oatttretehed wingt and white 
plnmage on a bright red groond. The bowi 
are alto decorated with ookmred repreeeotationt 
of dragont. eta The men beloogtng to the jnak 
thowed no torprite when I arriTed on board their 
thip, allhoQgh mott probably I wat the fini 
Eoropean lady who had CTor Titited one of thete 
ocean jnnka. On eiamining thit thip, I taw 
the wat Tery long and coriootly dirided into 
water-tight compartmenta The taloon, which we 
entered on invitation, wet at the ttem, and 
we had to detceud by deep ttept into it from 
ilie deck. I noticed a richly carred and 
gilded altar with a lighted lamp hanging before 
it at the end of the taloon, and in a niche wat 
the image of Tien*Han, the goddett worthipped 
by all taihnrt. Thit goddcai it rtgarded by the 
Chineee at the qneen of heaTcn. Befare the fettel 
ttartt on any Toyage, Tanitt prieett are engaged 
to go on board and hold a leligiont terriee, 
atldng for the goddm't protection of the thipand 
dviag the entning foyaga. On the deck 
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there were fire krge agberaa for freeh water, 
made of wooden iduik^ the nami of whieh wen 
made water-tight b^ meaiu of ebnnam. Tba two 
ma«ta of the veeael were without Tardi^ aai, 
hftTing little or no rigging, looked tsij beny 
The rodder and its tiller were ooloankl in aiia. We 
asked to aee the oompon, which we foond to bs 
one of a moit primitive kind, ponibly not much 
improved since its nee was fir«t disoorered bjr the 
Cfajneee, B.a 2634. We were sarprised when odo 
of tbe sailors accosted us in broken English, and 
on inqniring of him where he had leamt it, be 
told us that he had been a sailor on an English 
steamer. These ocean jnnks carry merchandise 
from one port to another. Their number has of 
late mach decreased in conseqaence of the great 
many English steamers now employed in these 
waters. This morning a friend, who is captain of 
one of tbe Chiaese gun-boats, took na in a small 
steam launch to his ship. Fire of these gna- 
boats foelongiog to the Chiaese goremment, which 
were built in England, are manned by Chinese, 
and are commanded and offioered by Englishmen. 
They ere employed by tbe CSuneee government to 
porcne and destroy pirates, and to demolish viUages 
inhabited by them. Captain Godsil has jnst re- 
turned tima a rery aaoceesfiil voyage. He da- 
' stroyed in the guLf of Tonquin eleven piratical 
junks, and two piratical Tillages. He accomplished 
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this with hit own erew only, wlio do not mutter 
more tluui eighty. The mandarin (one of whom 
always aooompaniea these Tessels so that be may 
be responsible to his goremment for any junks 
taken or Tillages destroyed) had gone off in a boat 
with some of Captain Godsil's men, to ooUeet the 
crews of his war jonks and prepare (or the attack. 
He did not hnrry backhand arrired an boor and a 
half alter the piratical jonks had been captored 
and the Tillagee destroyed by Captain GodsiL 
There is not the slightest diance of the tme de- 
scription of this adventore reaching the Viceroy's 
ears, as the mandarin sends in the report of the 
▼oyage to him, and so of cmuse will take the 
whole credit of the affair to himself, and will 
probably receire promotian for his supposed daring 
exploit. 

All the pirates captured by Captain Oodsil, 
amounting to two hundred men, were sent to 
the prison in the district where they were 
taken, and will be^ or rather are probably already 
executed. 

The Chinese man«of-war^s men lod[ remarkably 
welL They are now dressed in their winter 
uniform, blue cotton shirt and trousers, with a 
bri|^t red sash round their waists. Their hats 
are large straw hats with wide brims^ worn off the 
ibrshead. In summsr their uniform is white, with 
the red sssk We witnessed a most interestiif 
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featival, foarteen days tgo, which wm giTCD is 
honour of the Ta-ti (proooanoed Too-toX the godi 
of the earth. This featival ii h«Id in nuy partt 

of the city, uoA geneTmlly takes place in the aqoarc* 
in froDt of temples. Then wm • great crowd 
whera we were, and for some time, to avoid tbe 
ptessnre of the people, we wt in the committer 
room of the temple. Here men were writing 
names of the givfrs of priiea on [ueoet of ltd 
paper. As nioal, the ceremony did not begin far 
more than an hour after the time advertieed^ 
When the prepnrationB were nearly completed we 
went out of the committee-room and were admitted 
into a little open-air theatre, belonging to^ and 
opposite, the temple, and a form was placed for 
U8 on vhich we stood to witness the proceedings.' 

The prizes were displayed on shelves in the open- 
air theatre, and were, we thonght, most tmmperj 
in charfttiter. They consisted of high erections orna- 
mented with red and wtiite paper, artificial flowti% 
and figures made in pasteboard and oolonred. • 

We were told, however, that some of the prises 
were valuable, as jadestone bangles were sus- 
pended from them. These erections represented 
hooMs of several storeyo, with lots of little figurM 
in them, many of which nodded their beadi^ 
and shooh their arms and legs. Each priie *tt 
numbered, and differed in form and decoratkm^ 
In some there were representatiois of med ok 
2 a 
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honebtek (Miob emtniet the bortet were), tiid 
mall flfpurt dreaed in gimM silk, eto. The hem 
of all the figures were of the tame moch-admired 
tlyle. The ejebiowi tknted up towards the fbie- 
head, the eyes were narrow alits. In the centre 
of the eqnare a platform had been ereetedt on 
whieh three meii ftood, and when the proper tine 
arrifed, they reeeired from one of the membeia 
of the goild which defrayed the costs of the fcstiYal, 
a short bamboo gnn« from which, when it was firsd 
off, a small ball shot np high into the air. As it 
aas descending there was a great scnffle amongst 
Uie dense crowd eager to catch it, aodsometimesa 
fight took plaee. The man who was so fortnnate 
as to catch it» walked op some steps to the elders 
of the district who were seated on a dais, and 
his name was inscribed in a book as the winner of 
tlie particnlar prise which had just been shot for. 
The first tao socoesrfal men belonged to the 
npper rissses, otiiers who won prises were of the 
lower orders. It is rapposed by the Chinese thai 
the ball is directed towards the man who eatokes 
it» by the To-ti, and therefore he is regarded as 
CsYonred by these gods. The priaes are earned 
to the homes of those who hafe gained them, after 
the esremony is oTer» to the aooompaniment of 
mnsir, and they ars plaoed upon ancestral altars. 
They ars beU to be most aeesptable oOsd]^ 
to the spirits of departed an e eel o i a . In Ike 
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usual thrifty waj of the Chinese, the guild aeoures 
the priies for the followbg year by makiiig eadi 
winner enter his name in a book, with a written 
promise to give at the festiTal of To-ti, in the 
following year, a prise costing the same amount of 
money as the one he has just reoeiTed. I was 
much amused to see the means employed to de» 
scribe the priie and its number to the people. 
Two men walked about with long bamboo poles 
bent at the top, from which swung pieces of red 
paper with the number and description of the 
prize on them in Chinese characters. The wind 
was high, and the ball^ when discharged from the 
miniature gan, often alighted on the wide roof of 
the temple^ and, when this was the case, men who 
were placed on the roof threw it amidst the crowd 
below. Some men of most respectable appearance 
held long strings of fire-crackers which they let 
oflf. The loud and long-continued report was 
} deafening — and a rolley of these fire-crackers was 
let off between each struggle for a prise. GiongB 
and musical instruments added their quota to the 
prevailing hubbub. The crowd was great and was 
composed of the lowest class of people as well 
as of some well-dressed men. When we passed 
through them on leaying our retreat, they were 
very polite. They stared, of course, but made 
way for us. 

Amongst the few people who were admitted to 

2 ▲ 2 
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Um tmall apeBHur tbattrat beridct o im alf a^ wm 
a IwMtiftil Tarter girl, who hid regular faalvrtt 
and a tnoitpareiit conipkzioiu She voold hafia 
made a lorely pioUira jntt at tba wai^ wHh a 
eariont liUla band of brigfai-ookwred staff worn 
acfoti her Ibiabaad* 

OaleaTingtlM tqnare in wliieh this lealifal was 
being oalabratadt wo went into a Tarj Ana aaceslral 
hall belonging to the elan Tarn. It is the krgest 
building of the kind in Oantoo. AboTo the altar 
wo saw a Test nnmber of anoesiial teblet% whidi 
are oompnted at from three thousand to Jbnr 
thoQsand. In the oentie of the building there is a 
▼erj spacioQs qiadrangle on esch side of whioh are 
sereral eells for the nse of stadeote Allmembeie 
of the elan Tam oan claim board and lodging in 
this anoestral hall when rsading for their degrees. 
When we Tisited it manj yoong men, memben 
of the clan, were residing in it, and preparing 
themtelfes lor the ensnbg literary eiaminationa> 
Henry had been fiur frtxn well all the BMming^ and 
now Mt that it wonld be imposrible lor him In 
eootinne his walk home. He^ therefors, went ont 
of the hall, in order to hire a chair, and I was thns 
leAalonelor sereral minntes. For eosM tisM I 
had ssea sefeiml pairs of blaok ejres psepiag al 
mefromtheTariowsspartmsfttioneashsidew The 
sindsnta now hseominff holdar. advanead. atei wd 

al me and were eridntly mweh onrprissd, awl 
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apparently Blocked to see me in their balL I did 
sot at the time nnderatand the cause of their sur- 
prise, nor had I heard then that one of the many 
rules painted on a board placed in the porch of the 
hall was as follows : " Females shall not be allowed 
to enter this boildiDg." When Henry returned to 
me we inspected a lofty brick tower formiog • 
part of this large pile of ancestral baildiogs. To 
thii tower, dedicated to AUn-Chaoog, the ftod of 
learning, the students of the clan resort and pray 
to the idol for succoss in their approaching 
literary examinations. 

On continuing our journey tbroogh the city 
towards Shameen, we saw several gatherings in 
honour of tlie Tu-ti. They were similar, in all 
respects, to the one which I have just described. 

In the evening of this day we went by invita* 
tion to a Chinese gentleman's house to see a private 
displayof&reworka which he uos giving in honour 
of the Tu-ti. We sat in the picturesque garden, that 
is, the ladies of the family and I, immediately oloee 
to a large piece of artificial water. On the opposite 
side of it stood the family theatre* with its beautiful, 
carved double roof. A temporary bamboo platform 
had been ert»cted over the pond, and on this the Sre* 
works were I<et off. The display was very grand, 

* At k rule, wealth; Clilnne ruuiliea )u*b prifmta tl>«ntiv* 
la their booMa or gnniodt, mora taptxuily to proriJa usom- 
- ' tha MiM <tf Um ftniUo*. 
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and altogether uilike an j ftrevorks I bad aeea ia 
Eorofr. There veie thirteea eet pieeee reptteent" 
lag gnmpe of igoree which eoBetaatlj ehaaged 
their poettiooi. iBOoe^amaaaMNmtedooahofae^ 
feUftoatheaoimalaiidlaybeddeit laaaether 
a diagn fomited fire. Oat of om pieces whidi 
wae Terj well managed, etriage of pagodae ikU 
down, and from another, innomeiable lantefne 
were eoepeoded. Eaeh of there eet pieeee ended 
in a dafldiag diqday of gold and eUfer fire. 

The eeene aronnd bm wae traly oriental. We 
ladiee were enrroonded by innomerable aaudM and 
alafea, who waited npon and ohatted with ne. 
The elder ladiee eaoM, that ie lo eay they look 
oneaeinnel whifle ont of copper pipee witk Icnf 
etOHM^ preeented to thean by the aoMha. They 
joet tamed their heade alighUy, took whifi^ and 
the pipee were withdrawn by the aaMh% to be 
re-lighted in a few ainntei. The aoMdM fireqncatly 
handed laeqnered boiee difided into eompaii* 
nente and filled witk Tarfoni Unde of primed 
frdta. 

The ladiee were either eattngeooM of thie frnii 
or nplittiag BMlon eeede between their ftont teeth* 
the whole tiaM. I Tcry mack liked the eagar- 

^^aaa^aa w aia^aw waa^p n^a^^^^^^a w^^as aa ^aa^we a^ap^^ a^ a^a^^a^aa a^a^^e 

iwallov «a« titkt t m ttt U tkaA wan pat iMo aj 
■oath, wUeli Wd a* the «im tiiM • mm«» • 
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the firuit wm also mabh diminUiad bj die fiMt 
that the partienlar amah, who waited ttpoa m^ 
took a lilirer hair-pin ficom her ooiAira^ atoek 
it into the praterra^ and then pot the pujttifB 
into m J mouth.- The gentlemen wave aaated aft 
aome diatanoe from a% and daring the whole 
efening thero waa no eammmiinatiwi bet wee n 
the part J of gentleman and that of the ladiaiL 
We thoiOQghl J e^jojed oar erening, and did not 
letam home ontil midnight. 



LETTER XXXVIL 

(UvToe, ICMok aoik, 1070. 
Mr DIAB MOTHSB, 

Wb had a rerj pleaeant Ohineoe loncheon* 

party two or three dayo ago. Amongot oar 

gueoto wao oar friend Mr, *Ng, who haa the 

beautiful houoe and groundo at H<mam. Yon oan 

imagine the eiie of hio reoidenoe, when 1 tdl 

I you that it takea two houro to go orer the hoaae^ 

;;; and ito numerouo gaideno and garden hooaea. 

I He wao aocompanied by three of hio friendob 

one of whom wao an ex-chief juotioe of the ^raot 

profinoe of Saeohuen, which in area io larger than 

England. He filled a moot reoponoible and high 

pooition. I ooald only wonder, ao I looked at 

him, how many mioorable priaonera he had eon- 



860 wovwnxH xomths nr caxtov. 

demnad to be executed. He it a floe-looking uuui, 
•ad the dre« he wore wee rery hmndeoiDe. Hie 
long, dark rich toown eilk coat was lined through-* 
oat with fur ; he showed us this for lining wbeA 
we pressed him tosit near the fire. It ie by thick 
ckthing that the Chinese protect themselTes hem 
oold. Fire-plaoes are not aUowed in any of the 
houses^ kitchens ak>oe exoepted, for tmt of the 
harm that might ensue, in osse of accident, to 
neighboaring dwellings in the narrow and thickly- 
popolated streets. Small charcoal fires, endnsed 
in bronw or earthenware pans, are used by the 
Chineee in rery cold weather. These portable 
fires are placed generally in the centre of the 
sitting-rooms, and the members of the fiunOy 
congregate around them. The chier justice had 
rery long nails on four of his fingers ; they were 
from two to three inches in length. I cannot 
understand how he and others who haTo these very 
long nails prsssrre them from injury, as they do 
not wear shields orer them in society. At night, 
howvrer, they enclose them in silTer or bamboo 
tubes. I sat at table with our Chinees guests^ 
Henry haTing explained lo them prerioosly, that 
it is the European custom for the ladies to dine 
with the gentlemen of their foniiliea. The chief 
justice sat by my side at the top of the tahle^ 
and Mr. *ttg was on my left We gaTo aa 
Xuropean luneheoo, oaly takiag eare to hare no 
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beef on tablei and to hare the soup made of 
chicken. Before our guests touched the soap, 
they asked the qoestioay ^ Ja there any beef in 
it?** It is against the teaching of Oonfbciiis to 
eat oxen; he forbids his followers to do sp on 
account of that animal*s usefulness in the 
service of man. Our Chinese guests expres s ed 
great satisfoction with pork chops, and also with 
pancakes and plum pudding which we had pro- 
Tided for them. Before our friends arrived, 
a large box containing a present firom the chief 
justice was sent to us. Two sets of silk costumes 
were in the box, one for our little boy and one for 
our little girL In the former the coat was a 
i bright green, and the trousers a brilliant red. 

j The jacket for our baby girl was Tiolet, and 

the troosers were green. A little cap of many 
colours for the boy, with a row of silver- 
} gilt figures to wear round it, and a bright 

I coloured head-dress, to be. worn round the f<»e» 

i head (the top of the head being uucoTored), for 

i our little girl, accompanied the other garments. 

There were also silrer-gilt bangles, and a pair 
f of jadestone bangles, both very small in sise, 

J for immediate use, a silrer chain and an omi^ 

I ment in silver, representing the Ki-lun, or fabulous 

animal, for the boy's neck, and a Chinese lock on a 
tiny silver chain for our baby girL Tuo card* 
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of carrad liiidal-wood coapltted Um firmmt 
Wlien we tluuikad tlie mMMfctfiii far kit luuid- 
aoma gift» be aeid ia true ObiMte atyta^ *It ia 
only a verj Mmall preaanf, indeed it ii but a 
trifle.** He fortaoalely ii a natira of tlie pro- 
Tinee of Oaatoiit ao Haorj ami lie kfpt «p a 
eoaferaatioii togetliar» wbilat Mr. ^Ng did kia 
beat witb me in pigaoo Koglirt. It waa soat aai* 
banaatiiig to bave tke ebief joaliee at B7 aide, and 
not to be able to mj a weed to bim. I baTe told 
700 before bow maeb literarj degreea aie nload 
in tbit eoaatry. To wbate?er daM a mao 0^7 
belong, if be attain tbe BJL degree, or atill more 
tbe ILA* degree^ be ia at onee raiaad in aoeial 
poMtion, A man wbo takea bia Doetor^a degree 
ooofera an bonoor on bii wbole elan, and b eooa i e a 
a man of diatinetion, Tbarafers^ wben tbeie gentle 
men on inqnirr karnad tbat Henry bad taken 
kiaDoetoi^a degree^ it not 00I7 raiaad kim bnt alao 
me in tbeir eatimataon. Tbay at onee roa% akin* 
ebinned flenr7, and tniniag to ma addramad me 
aa«Taai.Tbaa,"abigbrrtitlatban«'Nai-Nai." I 
baTo not 7et told 700, 1 believe^ tbat aome few daya 
ago we rteeived a eongmtnlatocy prrnint Aom a 
militar7 mandarin. It not 00I7 eonaiatad of ailk 
alotbai^ baa|^ and omamenta far oar ebildian, 
bnt alao aompriaed a large paoket of angar» 
of prmmrad frnit, a tUrd of a difcti nl 
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kind of fruity and a small chert of tea. All the 
presents were done up in red paper, and naitiiig 
cards of the mandarin accompanied them. 

After oar Chinese gnests had lefti we wpnt in 
onr sampan to Paak-Hok-Tanng, and walked 
thence to Haang-Eau-Oha-Shaan, where there 
is a small tea plantation. The tea shrub is an 
evergreen and greatly resembles the boz-free 
with which we are so familiar in England. It 
grows to a height of two or three feet. We saw 
men and women picking leares from the plants, 
and putting them into baskets which thej 
held on their arms. I noticed that they used 
great care, picking one leaf only at a time from 
the shrubs. On the following day I had an 
opportunity of yisiting a tea-factory, where I saw 
the process of picking out stems and bad leayes 
from quantities of tea spread on rattan-trays. 
This was done by women and girls who employed 
both haods at a time with great dexterity. In 
another department of the fiactory, I saw men 
sieving and winnowing tea leaves, the machine 
used for winnowing being precisely similar to the 
machine employed by English farmers in winnow- 
ing grain. In another department through which 
we passed, men were casting tea leaves into large 
immoveable fire-pans, rendered hot by charcoal 
fires. To prevent the leaves from burning, thej 
continually stirred them up with their handa. 
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The Ben, wbo wera T«rjr sotBtily dotbed, were 
dripping with pertptntioA whilst engegcd in this 
work. I WM eomewhet tUrtled on teeing the 
meene nied to meke Oenton gxeen teee» To pio> 
dnoe the eolonr, PhMrien Uoe end tnnnerio 
wete mixed with the tee leeTee. Gyptomwee 
elao edded, and when I eeked the leeton iriliy 
this wee dooe» I wee told thet it wee to give e 
pnngent DeToor to the miztnre. We inelly went 
into the peeking room, end I wee mneh emmed 
et teeing men pcetting lee into tee ehettt bjr 
meent of their neked feet 

We arrived at Centon latt yeer jott too late 
to tee the State wonhip end other oertmoniee 
obtenred by the mandarine et the opening of the 
plonghing tteton. We reeolred, thertfote^ to 
ettend them thit ycerp end heering a few da}t 
ago thet they were to take plaee yetUfrdey, we 
mede all the n eoee' e ry prtperatiocie lor e ritit to 
the 8in»Nanng*Taan, e temple dedicated to the 
god of egrienltnre, where they were to be hekL 
We aroee et two ▲. M., end went in e tampan to e 
landing-pleee within helf e mile of the temple^ 
When we left the boat it wet very dark, end 
we had to walk over tome broken gnmndt whieh 
wet attended with diffieolty, onr only light being 
a large piqpir lenlen. on whieh onr tnmeme and 
eddrttt w«e peinted in big rtd eharaettOL We 
eftmwaide mel eeveml Clinttt gentltmen who 
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"were on the same errand as oonelTet. Their 
attendants were bearing lanterns before them, as 
in China no one is oonsidered respectaUe who 
goes oat after dark without a lantern. On ap> 
preaching the temple, we passed, at intervals^ 
groups of soldiers squatting round large lanterns 
I placed on tripods. They were awaiting the 

arrival of the great mandarins. Their piled arms^ 
consisting of matchlocks, spears, and battle-axes^ 
with gay banners arranged behind them, looked 
most picturesque as seen by the dim light of the 
lanterns. Looking into the temple, we saw in 
the centre of the quadrangle a high stone d^ or 
altar, upon which sacrifices of sheep and swine, 
and offerings of fruits were placed. At length, 
all the officials arriyed, and upon entering the 
I temple at once engaged in worship. As the 

I temple, which is very small, was orercrowded and 

I stiflingly hot, we quickly withdrew and seated ouiw 

' selves on a bench at the gates of the Wing-Shing* 

TKse, or « City of the Dead." which was dose by. 
It was a strange, weird-looking scene upon whidi 
we gazed ; daylight was gradually approaching, 
and we could just distinguish the sacred stork« 
(or night herons ss they may be called) flying to 
and from their nests in the thickly-wooded giOTo 
of the City of the Dead behind us. It was now 
five o'clock, and we saw many labourers going 
to their daUy work, and several market^aideaeiw 
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pMMd Wi, tirjing tlie {Nwliiea ct tbair ftidcM 
towftidt tlie ritj. Thej ivw» endently amvtid 
At our appeftrmiic«^ •• tliey all toniad nmad 
ami aUred at w. Serend lepera, haTiog • motH 
loathaooM appeaimnoe, alao paaaad tlie plaea 
where we were aitting. Thejr oame from aoaie 
BMt heti erected for them oa the top of e 
Doighbooriiig hill by huDeiie peraoMi theve • 
beiiig so room for them in the aajliim lor lepara. 
Theae udSMtoDate ereetnraa had sot coaBo to aee 
the Stale eeremooy which waa thes betsg held, 
but to await the arriTal of Amoral proeemioaa 
paaaisg from the city to the seighboiiriBf 
cesMterief^ with the Tiew of extorting mooej 
from the moomera. Thia enatom ia pnetiacd 
daily by leperai Immediately in front of na thaiw 
waa a email field, belonging to the temple of the 
god at agrienltore, irrigated and made ready tor 
pkmghing. It waa interaeoted by nine long 
narrow wooden platforma^ each of which waa 
raiaed abont a foot from the groond and eofeisd 
by a flMt rooC The mandarin^ when plonghing^ 
walked along theae temporary platfocma, and ao 
afoided the mod and aloahaith which the paddy 
field wne cofored. Mine pmrn n tid r am t d in y»llow 
now beon^t red ploqgha into the fMdt to each of 
which a bnffiJo wae yoked. No eooner wmw theiw 
prapamtione completed than a atir amongat the 
ealdiem en dnty atthe gatee of the temple ahewed 
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tliat the offiuali h»d flniBbed tlwir wonhip. W^ 
therefore, took oor position close to the pUt&rm 
on which tiie Viceroy wu to walk while plonghing 
hisfniTOWB. WeDOwobeerreHthatftlltfaeoffieiel^ 
attended hj a nnmber of singing boya wearing 
yellow robca, were OMning towards the field. The 
Tioeroy and gorernor were conducted to the two 
centre platforms ; the Tartar General, the Pro- ' 
vincial Treasurer, the ChiH' Jnatice, the Lit«:iary 
Chancellor, and three other officiabi, oeonpyin;; 
the Bide platforms. These nine high mandarins 
were dressed alike in robes which are only worn on 
this and similar occasinns. The robes were long, 
made in durk bine silk, with patterns of dragons 
on them worked in gold thread. They were 
tucked op in front by belts worn rooud the 
waistl The costumes were completed by court 
liats trimmed witli red floes fringe. Each official 
carried a smiill wand in his hand, which was 
wound round by silk threads of fire colooia. 
These waodd were supposed to represent whips. 
The singing boys now arranged themselves on the 
banks of the paddy field, and at the command of 
the master of ceremonies burst forth into bynuis of 
praise. The officials, too, at thiH moment, placed 
their hands on the ploughs and began to plough 
their nine furrows. Each of these State jdoogh- 
men was followed by two mandarin^ who srattend 
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rioe toed horn hoam, whieh tbejr hM in tbenr 
baodiL These emeleiir plonglmien end eowen of 
eeed walked op and down tbeir reepeetire pU^ 
forme nine tiiaeii end tbe eefemooy wee tbeo 
bfoogfat to a eloee. 

Too woold have been ^^reatly amoeed bad 700 
wiUieeted ibie Stale oeremony. Tbe oflSdale weve 
brimfol of pompoeity, walking in tbe peeoliar 
mandarin gail» witb ooontenanoee onmoved, all 
ezpremaon baniebed from tbem. Thie ceremony 
ie obeerred on tbe aame day, tbroogboot tbe 
lengtb and breedtb of Cbina. Tbe Emperor 
bimeelf takas part in it, ploogbing hie nine fhr- 
rows witb a yellow ploogb. Howerer rooob wo 
may laogh at eooM of tbe detaile of thie eingolar 
oeremooy, we most aeknowledge that a wtligiooe 
feeling baa prompted tbe nation at large to aek 
a bleeeiog opon tbe ploogb and all arable lande 
of tbe ooontry. It ie of great antiqoity, bamg 
been obeerred by tbe Cbineee lor eereral oentn> 
riee. On oor way to rejoin oor boat we met a 
strange proeemioo of thirty or forty men drrseed 
in long white eaekelotb garments, witb while 
bandagee, like nigbtrnps, roond tbeir beadc. 
They were walking in Indian Cle akmg a narrow 
bank. We ooojeetored that they wore goiog to 
tbe *Oity of tbe Dead** to remove tlie rooBaine of 
a departed relati^ to a newly^sMide tomb b 
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ot the neigblxmring cemeteriM. BtiU, ibem 
mourn©™ mnrt hare been amr of kia to tite 
deoeased, ms Mokclutlt gaimeata an only won 
by tho-e immediately related to the deputed <»e. 
Friend* attendiog a fimetal wear a atrip ot wbita 
cloth only roond their fbrehetdo. 



LETTEB XXXVin. 

CArm, April ftb, isn. 

Ut deab Hothbb, 

We are anxioos to make seTeral ezcnnioiu . 
up the river before tlie weather becomes too warm 
for TU to enjoy them, so we arraoged yesterday to 
go up the rlTet aa far as Meon-Ya-Tao, a dis- 
tance of twenty-five miles from Canton. We were 
obliged to wait nntil eleven o'clock A.*., when the 
tide turned in our fkronr. We engaged a slipper 
boat with fonr strong men in it, and as Henry was 
anxious for us to see as much as possible of the 
country, we had the mat roof taken off; the 
boat thus became nothing more than a kind of 
raft. Most fortunately we had a lovely day for 
.|[ j our excursion, the sun shining fiercely only at 

intervala On going np the river we socm lost all 
trace of the city of Canton, and were in the midst 
of very pretty scenery. The Pearl Biver is noUe in 
its width, and the branch of it on which w« were 
3b 
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timTelliDg bends oonttMitly; die dfaet in many 

pnrts WM like lake •oenerj. The ehnine cf 

monnUine were benntiftilp thiii cf the White 

dond Monntainti the laToorite reeori of nil 

Eoropenns living in Cnnton, being on the right •• 

we ptMed up the river. In front of xm there was 

another chain, called by the Chinese ** The Three 

Chignons," from the fact that each of its thrse 

peaks is supposed to resemble a Chinese lady's 

coiffuie. We passed a great nnmber of wheat 

fields, also some rice landa. The small beds at 

the seedlings ready to be transplanted into larger 

fields, were brilliantly green in cokmr. There were 

many herds of bnflaloes on the banks of the river 

belonging to the varions (arms we passed. Ifany 

of the farmers mnst be rich men, to jndge by the 

large herds of bnflaloes kept on their ianna» 

In many cases these animals were {donghing the 

land. The eoontry was beantiftd through vriiich 

we psssed, with mountains in the distance, paddy 

and wheat fields, and beantiftil grovea of bamboo 

and other trees in the fore gr o u nd ; and then, to 

add to the diarm of the soene^ there were many 

and various shaped boats on the river. Several 

passenger boats passsd u% with their large 

butterfly-wing shaped saila spread, crowded with 

passsogers whe were going to their native 

villagea to wocship the tomba. On thehilla 
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groaps of Chineae engaged in religiotu vorehip kt 
the variom grvm.' The last how of our jour* 
Bey we made reiy alow piogreas, aa the tide bad 
turned against ns. Oar men got oat of the boat 
and went on to the left-hand bank of the riTer 
to tow tu. Poor men, they had hard work, and 
were obliged occauooally to take to swimmine^ 
as there were eo many gape in the bank, canaed by 
the tributary streams flowing into the mun rirer. 
This most, one woald think, bare been injarions 
to tliem, considering the state of intense heat they 
were in from towing the boat. They were Tery 
cheerful, and did not grumble once during their 
hard day's work. At lost we came in sight of our 
destination, a literary pagoda,* but it was still 
some long way off, and it took us an hoar longer 
to reach it The river had become rery narrow, 
and the Keoery aroand was lovely. We were 
now at the foot of the Chignon Honntains, and 
paSAed qnite near to lereral picturesque Tillages, 
each one having its large ancestral hall and 
tutelary temple. We went close to one village, 

' Then Iltararj pftgndM ftboan] oa tlie bkuki of Om rima 
md oreeki mnHnul Cutoo. Tbej ua rappoMd to rawmbl« ■ 
CbiMw penoil in foim— heoM tlieir tuuoe. Tb«;r "• b«ilt 
dtlier in thna or fire itorg^i, tMj tmral; io iloraji of ui trcM 
Bambar. Tbaf ueonM bcwitinilljoniuMBtod vitli poraslMH 

tfrMBOMud uBbMqDM. Tli«T dlffv from tU l«rt«r pagodM 
J mMwhftt 1b ton, Md ban bo piq|wUng toukLi1>«. 
^ 2b 3 
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tlie nan pnlliog towardt it» in oHer to atoid tlie 
ftroog eorrsnt in ibe middle of tlie tticeai. The 
inhebilents ran out of their hoiiias and dnsteied 
on tlie banks of the river to ataie at na. I waa 
moeb stroek with the pretty pietaie a fSBfry4Niat 
made^ with its landing-place, on the opposite aide 
of the river. Men and woment with their large 
pietnreaqoe liat% were waiting there for the 
ferry-boat Thia landing-plaee was oorered over 
by a stone rool^ evidenUy erseted by some eae 
aa a work of merit to shelter way&rara when 
waiting to cross the ferry. I saw, also^ aofenl 
sampana drawn np on the bank of the river 
near to this village. The diildrsn ct the boats 
weie playing ronnd the only homea they knew, 
and were i^parently enjoying their ran admw. 
Shortly after this we arrived at the point where we 
intended to Inndi. It was now thrse o'clock in 
the afternoon. Tbe aoene before as was so lovdy 
that I ex p res se d a wish to remain a week at tUi 
plare, bat yon will aee that I soon had rsason to 
change my mind. 

There are three literary pagodas in m^ at 
this point, and it was at the foot of the Aist that 
we ananged to have oor Inn che on, We got ont 
of onr boat and took np onr position with onr 
feeea tnrned to the river, onr backs resting againsi 
the side of the hilL Clcse to ns then waa a 
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beMtiftd haid gf okm wHh hem m«eh to- 
•emUing Akkrnqr fttUe. The pecnlkr liii]ii|i8, 
bow«ifer, whieh tbej bad on their thooldaw 
made them moel unlike European ozeo« There 
was a hnj at this pkoe^ and whilet the eooUe 
was preparing onr Innc h eo o , we were mnch inter- 
eeted at watching the men who were endeanmring 
to make the oxen ewim acroee the iiTer. At hMt| 
ae the ereatnree eonld not be indneed to ge akme^ 
thejr tied three of them together, and a man taking 
the end of the rope in his hand entered the ierry- 
boat An >ther man tied three more oxen together^ 
and holding the rope in his hand also got into the 
boat The animals wers now compelled to take to 
the water, and we aaw them swim acrom the 
fiTcr, which is totersbly deep and wide at this 
point, their heade only being Tisible ont of the 
water. When oor coolie had prepared eferjthini^ 
we sat down to oor loncheon with good appetites^ 
making up onr minds to ezplose the hill and the 
pagoda after we had refreehed onrsdfes. Whilet 
we were Inndiing, a man who had ciossed in 
the retnming ierry^boat, came np and tpokm to 
flenrj. He was qnite dfil in mannsr, and drsnk 
a cop of tea which was handed to him. He 
then left and went on to a village which wae not 
than a qnarter of a mile from mi Weeo»* 
d onr Imcheon in perfect tfanqnillity of min^ 
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oar dog Ab-Fafriikii^ about at. InsihoittiiiM 
Uuee mm eamo up fiom the village and itood 
doae to VM, ejeiog the ipooni, aad flrerythugire 
had with m. They were mnoh stniek with oar 
bamboo ohain; irhieh thej aaid were good. Ky 
back waa toned to them, and ao I did not at 
fint aee thur fll-&Tonred ooimtenaaoea, nor the 
looks which, aa Hearj told me afterwazda^ thef 
caat on my (myx earringa and rinj^ which I in- 
fortanately wore that day. Poaibly they nay 
have thought them of great Tmltte. Bat I moat 
gJTe yon a desoriptimi of theae three TtUainooa* 
looking men, whtnn, on taming roand, I waa 
surprised to see. One of them was in each rags 
that his clothes would scarcely hang on him ; the 
second waa a most evil-looking man of twenty or 
losp, and the third looked like s ticket-of-leaTS 
man. They cast longing eyes at the food, aa 
if they were laTenooa. Onr coolie ordered them 
away, bnt, from his roic«>, we conld see lie «rai 
mocU afiaid of them. Indeed, he told Henry that 
be was quite sure they were tliierea. The three 
men th^ mored a handred yards or so towards 
the village, bat tiiey stopped and watched ns; our 
ooolie shaking with fear as he packed np tfae 
forks, spoonfl^ etc, as qaiokly aa he could. We 
(Henry, Minnie, and I) then ascended the hill, lenv- 
ing these three wretobed-4ooking men whisperiag 
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togethflr bdaw. We were diarmed with the 
esqnisHe view as we went higher eod higher. 
We eoald tee four or flfe teperete eheiae of 
iDOiiiitaiiii^ end pretty Tallejti with the rirw 
winding its ooqtm emonget them. The pegode 
we Tisited is a ftmr etoreyed one, hot eedi 
difiiion of it is to deep thet the pegoda is high. 

We went on from the pegode to the brow of the 
hill end looked down upon the Tilliige with ite 
oorered merket-pleoe, from whioh, no doabt» the 
pretty oxen had been dri?«L Minnie and I 
gathered charming wild floweri» one of which wae 
a lorely blae in colour, resembling oar Forget>me> 
not, and another waa a red dnetered flower, hani^ a 
sweet aoent HaTing enjoyed the new, we pre> 
pared to descend the hill, as we felt that we mnsi 
soon start on our homeward journey. We had 
walked on about flfe minntes^ when we heard low 
▼oicss approaching, and immediately after saw 
some men stealthily creeping np the side of the 
hilL To my horrort I rseognised the eril-looking 
fellows who had spoken to ns below, and soos 

romte First, thrse came in sight, then another 
threes and still lower on the hill was one man 
akmOi From the arran g eme n t of the nwn, and 
their stopping immediately npon seeing ns^ and 
turning towards «^ it WM erident thai they 
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bent npon miff*'"*, uid «• Calt fare tiiat tLaj' ii^ 
tMided to Attack M. HauyHudt'Toaaiidl^aie 
go on in bout at ma, thmj nma to do oa Iium." 
I moat eonfeH tlint m j knew tremblad mder ma, 
•nd I dnaded giHiig down tlw steep hill townrds 
tliMB taffienlj-4oaking fcUowi. Tbey uranged 
themadTei in nder ot attack m m famed, aear 
them, and odo nan, the fiatemoet taw, had hti 
bandi behind bit bade with aomethii^ ■hiiiing in 
tham. I looked and thought it waa ft kaiiiBk bat 
aftmraida I came to the otnolnaioD that it «aa a 
light-ooloared itiok, and Uut the mo "hinjiy 
brightly on it, gare it the appearanoe of ateeL 
Another of the men held a tliiek stick in hi* hand 
whioh had a large knob at the end. Hie yoang 
villainooa-lookiDg nan held a amall baake^ 
probably otmtaining itonea, which he moat hare 
bronght from the Tillage, whilst we were ascending 
the hill, as he had nothing in his hand when we 
flnt aaw him. Hairy having placed himaelf 
between ni and the robben, called to na to more 
■lowly on, and not to show fear, bvt thia waa an 
injanotioQ not eaay to follow, as I was in terror 
lest tbe men shoold spring npon Henry aad stab 
him in the baok. Que hears that these Chinees will 
besitato at nothing, will risk sTerything for a few 
dollarti We walked on, two of the party qnaking 
**i I beliere, neither of ns had quaked befim is 
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oar Ihrea Hanrj matnUinad a trm^ dMinilMi 
mmnnery walking ImmLj^ aod belpiDg Miimfo 
and me» as wa arriTed at the tharpasl part of tho 
hilL Ha kapl hia band in kia bnUooadHip ooat, 
and I bdiara that tbaaa man feared to attack^ 
thinking tkat ba earned fira-arm^ aa tka Obinaaa 
bara an idaa tbat all foraignara earrj waapooa. I 
felt aa if aaTan tigara wara watching w^ raady to 
apring npoo na. At ooa nioinanti ooa of tha mas 
aada a aiirill aoream and poabad ooa of tha othara 
towarda Hanry. Hanry knaw that tbia noiaa ia 
genarally a signal of attack, and said calmly, 
* Tbaj are npoo na." I lookad towarda tha boat in 
an agony of fear, to aaa whatbar wa might lal/ 
npon help from oar coolia and tha boatman. Bat, 
alaa I tha broad-abooldarad yoang coolia stood on 
tha bank, hia back tornad towarda os^ and tha boat* 
man wain in thair boat, rsady to start if any mia> 
ehiaf sboald bafell on Tha aavan robbaca tanad 
thair fecaa towarda oa aa wa alowly daaoandad 
tha hilL What prsrantad thair attacking oa I 
cannot say, bat, on talking it otar aftarwards^ ww 
cama to tha ooadoaioo that thay had intandad 
to attack oa at tha top of tha lull, oat of aight 
of oar boatman, not having sntiripatad oar spsady 
retnm from tha bill Thay may bava ooantad 
npoo waylaying oa in tha pagoda. Hanry'a calm» 
dalibasata^ attitada safwd oa ftooi whati I baliaia^ 
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would hare been certain diaaster, as an unarmed 
man, and two defencelosa women ooald hare had 
no chance against these seven Tillaina. I neTer 
shall foi^t my feeling of relief as we stepped into 
the boat, and at once pnsiied off from the shore. 

The boatmen, on oar reaching the boat, said st 
once to Henry that we had had a narrow escape 
from the hands of bad men, that they had expected 
to see an attack made upon as, feeling assured 
that the seTen men meant mischief, as they saw 
them creep up the MIL The boatmen went on to 
say (with how much troth yon can imagine) that 
they had intended to come to our sseistaace in 
case of need. As there was a distance of at least 
tea minutes from the boat to the hill, and they 
hod not moTed from their boat when we were in 
such grievous peril, we felt that their words were 
not deserving of much credit. Our coolie had eri- 
dently turned his back, so, in case of disaster, he 
might say he had seen notliiog of it, knew nothing 
about it As we puslied off from the shore, the 
sereu men were standing on the side of the hill, 
looking like rultures disappointed of their prey. 
We now started on oar homeward journey, oor fsoea 
being turned towards most charming sceoery. It 
was not, however, so lovely as tlie view had beea 
up the river, and I must also add, that I did not 
fiMl in so happy a state of mind as before to enjoy 
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tiM ooimtqr toeMS tkroogh wUoh w« retamed. 
Tbe mil too^ 80011 began to aliow sigiit of going 
down, and all beoamo groj. Aa wo nearod tho 
TiUago of Wong-Sha» a long narrow boat» withook 
a light ahowing fion any pari of ber (a bad sign 
tki% aa all boatti eioepting tboaa oonlaining 
nan of iU-rapiito, oarry ligbta after aonaalX 
bofo down npoo m, and aa it oaoM alongaido 
of w^ wo aaw thai three or four nan were in 
it It waa a. enake*boat» and Henry and the 
boatmen cnriaimod einmltaneonily that they weiw 
thankfnl that we had not bmI with it in n more 
remote par^ of the riTor. Fortonately we were 
in a meaaofw protected by oar neameae to Wong* 
She. It ooonrred to ne alao that Iheae piratea 
wiahed to haTe nothing to do with Enropeaa% 
aa they eb ee rtd off 00 aeeing na. We readied 
home at half-paat eight p jl, very tired and wocn 
ontbytheiMigQceand eieitementa we had pamed 
throngh dving the day. 



LETTE& ZXXDL 

(kvim^ April leO^ IfllL 

Mt iMun Monmn. 

Tn day beiDre yeatarday we went into the 
city and reianeoled many faeanebea of CUnaan 
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iodiwtrj. I was much interested in my Tisik to 

the dye-worksy where I saw the process of dyeiiig 

cotton dothsy and had it fnlly explained to me. 

In the inner division of the fiictory, sereial large 

Tats stood filled with blue dye for printing 

the blue cotton so much used by the Chineae^ or 

with a prtme-coloured dye also used for dyeing 

cotton stuffs. The blue dye is composed of indigo, 

water, native wine, and lime. The prune dye is 

produced by tanning bark, which is brought in 

large quantities from Siam. The process of dy^ 

ing these cloths is repeated fourteen times, if the 

colour is to be a dark blue, but four times only, if 

the colour is to be a light shade of blue. The 

cotton cloth is then ready to be calendered. I 

was much amused in watching the primitive 

means used by the workmen to moisten the fabric 

before placing; it under the stone rollers which are 

used by the calenderers. They take moutlifuls 

of water from the spouts of teapots, and then 

squirt the water from their mouths orer the doth. 

^ It is astonishing how much water these men, by 

practice, can take into their mouths at one time. 

.The calendering is performed by men standing 

on large granite stones, which they move up and 

down by their naked feet, the cotton doth being 

placed on wooden rollers undemeatli these stones. . 

On leaying the dye-works we went on to a tobaooo 
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m a B o f ictoty, Hera we mw women employed in 
the upper rooms of the Cictorj» id piddog the 
flbrm from the tobeooo leeTet. They worked most 
rspidly, sod did not lesre off as they gaasd in 
sorprise open os. Below, men were engaged in 
spraading the leevea, which had been prepared by 
the women, on a wooden platform and trampling 
them under their naked feet Tliey sprinkled 
the lesTca occasionally with oil, and tlien threw 
a red-coloared powder orer them to give them 
a red oolonr. The tobacco leares were then 
gathered together, and pressed by means of flat 
boards placed nnder a large wooden beam. This 
prepsore reduces them into the form of largecakeSi 
Workmen were employed in another part of the 
fitftory in cutting these compressed IcaTcs into 
small particles, and others were weighing certain 
quantities, and making tliem up into packets, 
lliese paekets were then placed in ofeni^ heated 
by charcoal, for the purpose of being dried. On 
being remored from the orens they were ready 
to be sold wholesale or retail to customers. In 
passing through Cheung-Lok street, we entsrsd 
some mall shops to inspect specimens of wood* 
earring. Some which were richly carred were 
intended for temple decorations or for the oma> 
msntstioQ of priTate houses. The deriees in 

Tsrj strange. The 
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oceopied bj laptduio, who m engiged in enttii^ 
jtdeatone, »mi the next plaee at whidi we made » 
halt. W« went into three or four at these wvck- 
dK)pi;aiMl I wu moch uBned bjr the cool "fta^ 
iu which Henrf took oat jadertooe thnmb-ringi, 
bnceleti, at whatorer wm in the *"*^'"ft. sod 
■bowed them to me. The wrnkmeo laughed nnd 
nodded, mm), knowing Henrjr lo well from hu 
ocmstant naiti to th^ir woikihop^ they stoj^ied or 
w«nt on with their work m he directed. The 
cntting of the lar^ blocks of jadeettme is done 
bj m^ans of wire mwb, which are made ia the 
form of bowB haTiDg Btrings of plaited steel wire. 
The sawren Btand on each side of the block of 
jadestooe, and poll the wire mw backwards nod 
forwards in a boriaootal direction. They drop 
emery powder miied with water on the part of 
the stone they are cntting. When the blocks of 
jadestone liave been divided into pieces, tbey ue 
handed on to other lapidaries who fona them 
into uruaments by small circular saws. The jade- 
stone Varies much in ooloor, tnatx white to light 
and dark green. HaTing watched the lapidaries 
f<v some time, we went on to the Ch'Dong^hsii- 
Tiw, a monastery in which the Buddha of lon- 
gevity is worabipped. He is repmeoted as n 
very fat, aen}--looking old man. Portraits of l»i"t 
are often to be seen in shops where piotorei sn 
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mMf and Utile brome and poroelain imagaa of him 
are ftv aale in the oarioaiiy shopa. There ia a prettj 
landacape garden attached to thia monaaterjTf and, 
in a nonerj garden belonging to it^ we aaw large 
earthenware remiela filled with gold fiah. There 
were aqoare troogha containing many of theae 
brilliant cieatarea in all atagea of growth, from 
apawn np to the folly-grown fiah. Thia Cbineae 
golden carp haa a rery long tail dirided in the 
cenlre» with two droc^iing fiina on each aide. Ita 
eyea are peculiarly prominent. It ii iodigenona 
to the country. We afterwarda inspected aome 
earrings in motherHif-pearl, which were beaoti* 
fully executed. The earring ia deep and rich. 
Thia ii aurpriaing, aa the inatrumenra used by the 
workmen are of a moat primitire kind. We 
also riaited aome of the ahopa where ailk-wearing 
^"^as going oil Aa you enter the Chow Ch'uung^ 
Tuung streeti you hear the sound of ahuttlea being 
thrown rapidly from one aide of the looms to the 
other. Thia street is the Tory csntre of the silk* 
weaTing district of the dty of Ouiton. The loom 
used ibr plain weanng diffen little from thai whidi 
is employed in England, but the framea in uaeheva 
for iaoey ailka are moat diasimilar to those used 
in England for the aame purpoaa^ and are moai 
pfiauiiTe in foras. The dfaw4Myy aita abofw the 
and puUa the atrings bj which ha hriagi 
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down the warp-thread through which the sbutlle 
has to pass to form the patteriL I saw maoj 
beautifiil webs of silk being made, and I was 
struck by some of the colours^ which were lorelj 
in shade. 
^ We were now quite close to one of the water 
streets. I do not remember whether I haye 
descilbed these water lanes to you, in a former 
letter. They are most curious^ and remind all 
European travellers of the water streets of Venice, 
only here you hare no palaces, but ordinary 
houses on each side of them* As I stood in an 
open doorway, looking down one of these water 
I streets, namely that which is called, in Chinese, 

Sai-Hoi, I could imagine that there must be a 
great resemblance. The inhabitants of the bouses 
step out of their doors into boats, when they want 
to go from their homes. A rery large water-gate, 
through which boats pass within and without the 
walls of the city, stands at the end of this water 
street. Leaving this place, we went through 
the street called Cbong-Uen-Fong, famous for its 
beautiful embroidery. We entered into many of 
the open shops where men and boys irere working 
beautiful patterns on silk or satin in frames. 
I saw most lovely pieces of embroidery in hand, 
some of which were intended for large ancestral, 
or longevity banners, and others as coveringa 

30 
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tor alUn. In 9om^ oases Uio emhmA&rj was 
for mandarins' dresses or ladies' tnnioSi The 
shading of colours was most duurming, and I 
thought the flowers and butterflies intiodooed 
into the patterns were exqoisitely worked. The 
pattern is sketched in white chalk, on the silk 
or satin before the embroiderj is began. I am 
mnoh in lore with this rich work, and also* with 
the boantifol fringes made by the Chinese. The 
embroiderj Taries Torj ranch in qoality, a &ei 
yon do not obsenre so much at firsts b«t a^ the 
eje becomes edncated, yon can detect the different 
qualities at once. We paid a most interesting 
risit to the shop of a gold-beater in this streeC 
In this shop two men were beating ont gold into 
extremely flne sheets. The gold was placed 
between pieces of blaek paper, and ssTeral of 
them being so arranged, they were coTored orer 
with thick white pasteboard, then placed on a 
block of nnpolished marble. The men who sat 
on each side of the .block proceeded to beat the 
packets of gold with extmnely heaTy hammers^ 
and whilst they were so employed streams of 
perspiration Ml from their naked shonlders. I 
was amnsed at seeing two boys who stood behind 
the#e workmen, and CMined them without censing. 
Horns shops in this nei|^ibowbood, in whioh hom 
lanlsraa aie made and eipo se d hi sale^ mnoh 
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pleased me. I wish you ooold aee tbew lantern^ 
whioli are nunnikctaTOd by a UDgolu piDoeei^ and 
•re made in most varied shapes and nses. Hanj of 
them aie beaatifiilly painted, and framed in blade 
carred wood. I cannot tell yoa all I saw in Umm 
interesting frtreets, bat I may mention the work 
in kingAaher's feathers which we examined, and 
the beaotifdl feather fiuis made from the plumage 
oTmanyalorelybird. As fiuMareBOch oeocseaiy 
articlee f»r use in this country, the supply is most 
varied, and the prices xsked for them ranges from 
a few cash to many dollars. The earring in 
irory too, by means of very primitive instruments, 
came under our noti<%. I saw an elephant's 
tusk which was being exquisitely carved. It had 
been some months under the workman's htfnds, and 
WHS still far from completion. It was to be offered 
for sale at a very high price. We now felt in 
need of some refresliment, and therefore went 
into a large tea-saloon. I was very tired with 
my morning's work, but I had enjoyed it most 
thoroughly. It was intensely interesting to see 
the induBlriee which are carried on at the pre- 
sent moment in this country in a precisely simi- 
lar manner as they were in agee past, and I felt 
while inapeciiog them as if I liad been removed 
into oentoriee long since gone by. And now I 
must give you a description of the tea-saloon 
2 oS 
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into wkieh we entered in teereh ef leAeehmenti. 
Iti as is the rule with ell theee tee-eeloooa, of 
which there are Terj many in Canton, eonriete of 
two or three ttorejs» in each of which small tablee 
are placed with chairs arranged aronnd them. 
These sakwos are Tory grand, being richly omik 
mented with carred wood-work, and all the ar- 
langeinents in them are beaatifiiUy dean. In 
fict they are infinitely superior in all perticolais 
to pnUic-hoQses in Europe, ilie place of which 
they snpply in China. There is a fbmace in each 
storey which supplies boiling water for the tee, 
the only betre rage consumed in theee saloons. On 
taking our seats in the upper room, round one of 
the nnall tablt% a lacquerware boi, dirided into 
ronpartmenta end containing cakes of Tarioos 
kinds snd many presenred fruits, was placed 
before us ; cups of tea, too, were handed to wn 
You cannot help being struck with the republican 
spirit which is ihown in this conserratiTo country 
in many particulars. In tbeic saloons rich and 
poor occupy the same room ; a man in silk at 
one table, a man in cotton clothes ataaothcr. In 
Canton you do not see any Chinese women in 
theee saloons. We much enjoyed our tea-cakes, 
p t es er fed cherries, ginger, plums, and kum-kwati. 
When we had finished our repast» we called 
sM of the watttag-man to w^ for the pwpoes 
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of paying OUT bill. And now I taw tlie metiiod 
thej adopt for charging. The waiter took up ih» 
laoqoerware box, and ooonted how many caket 
and fruits remainfld in it, he knowing the nomber 
of each which it ocmtnined preriotu to its bariag 
been placed before ns. Aa we were paonng oat 
of the room, this waiter called out the Mm we 
were indebted, to an accountant, who aat behind a 
little ooostor at the door. And here w* paid a 
trifling mm, to it seemed to me^ for oar luioheon. 
On going downitoirs Henry took me into the 
large kitchen, at the back of the building, when 
WTeral cooks were occQpied in making oakes of 
different kinds, and from the piles and piles of 
little cakes jast ready for nse, one felt bow moeh 
these place* of re&eehment most be rceorted to 
by the Chinese. How incalcnlable wonld be the 
advantagee to the English people, if similar le- 
ireshment-rooms were established in England, 
where neither wine nor spirits would tempt the 
poor man to drink away his hardly-earned wage*. 
When we arrived at the door of the tea-aaloon, 
we found the street was much crowded, and, on 
asking the reason, were told that the piooesnoD 
of Psak-tai was about to pass down the ativet 
We, therefine, took up our staticm at the door 
of the tea-saloon to see it go by. ' As yoa wQI 
be tore to remember my long descziptiaii of a ' 
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wtmSkt jwoeeMirw ImC jmg, I Mtd woi mj modi 
about this €M» only thU H diftrad in 801116 
partiealAit from tha inl I had oaaii. It «m 
■ot 00 80 laiga a ooala, bat tba ambcellaip 
baaaaiBi ale^ oarried ia it waia saw, aad 000- 
acqaantly imj bright Oaa of ita feataiaa I 

Yarioaa aoanaa were lepreeealed by ehildrea 
and yoang people^ who veia g r onped on port- 
able platlbmML I Mw, in one lof tbeoe aet 
pieeei^ a fcrtnn» teller lepreoeated, with a lady 
eonealting him. In another two ladka were 
playing oard*. In one gronp the actore (children) 
were aeated in a boat A garden aoene^ with a 
gronp of people ntting in it waa prettily ar- 
ranged. The giria compong some of theee 
gronpa were immeneely rongedy and wore beaati- 
fldly embioidered nik eootnme^ The little boyi 
were beard% or long nMNHtaehea» and danting 
eyebrowa were gnauned on to their ferriieada. 

knrried niit to the Kwob-Laan, or frnit uMrket* 
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There U ftlways a gmt nrietf of frait expond 
for sale iu tbii, the GoTent Guden of Cknton, and 
I often pMi through it to see the froiti, muiy oC 

which Are rti&nge to me. 

We had a Tery enjoyable exoanion yeetexday* 
some little my ap the Fa-ti creek, our intentioa 
in starting being to go to a literary pagoda at 
Nam-CSieang and to take our aftenoon tea at the - 
foot of it. Bat first we paid, in paaaiDg, a riait to 
two or three of the gardens at Fa-tL It ia alway* 
a plesBore to me to stroll throngh these cnnona 
gardens. Thefirat impreasionofthemhasoatarally 
worn ofT, bnt their gingolarity strikes me a&eah 
each time I enter them. It would be impossible 
to bring them as they are before yoor iffiagination, 
as yon hare seen nothing of the kind iu Elngland. 
I will try, however, to give yon a short (lescriptioo 
of them. In the first place, tbe Chinees do sot 
grow their flowers in beds, nor let them spread 
from one to the other as we da They grow all 
their flowers in pots. Bows of them line the 
paths in theoe gardens, and I have seen lovdy 
■hows of them, indnding roeea, oockaoomha, camel- 
lias, ma^oliaa, chrysantbema, rhododendrons, 
balsams, aialeas, the nardssos, lotos, etc. As I 



wunpM, d»ta, ImngHigBU. ub(rtn% oUm, poewBwt, waUat, 
ObMtnut, «atir<b«tnst, ud pM^mt^-RA AnbdaMoa 
Onv*! ' WiUn IB tU OUj of Outon.' 
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baT« walked «p and dowa thaie gmidaos again 
and again. I hare bean amnaad at aaabg nnmben 
and nnmbara of |Jants tnunad orer wire ahi^Ma 
into Tariona danoe8» anch aa door, aerpenti^ 
dolphtnay pagodai^ biidi^ &nii boata» flowor-baakota, 
and laally, and bj Cur the moat notioaabla and 
nomeitHi% thaaa whieh are made to ra pr aa en t 
Ihgliihmim. Tbe latlar are moat groiaaqiie. 
Tbe body, down lo the kneaa, ia made in a wire 
ahape with the plant trained and ent over it» 
marking oat tbe ontline. A tall bat ooren a 
eompoaition bead, wbieb ia inTariablj repreaented 
with red hair and wbiakera. High blaok boota 
are added below tbe kneea, and oompoaition handa 
holding a atiek oomplete theee atrange iignrea. 
Sonetimea eaiihenware doga are repreaented at 
the beela of theee oarioatnrea. Cantoneae doga 
nerer follow their maateri, they are not trained 
lo do ao^bat are regarded aa watoh-doga only. 
It therefore atrikea the Chineee in tbia dty 
aa moat enrioiia to aee Enropeana followed by 
their doga. A atiek, too, ia not allowed to be 
need in China, by any man nnder aeTenty years 
ofage^aad it ia then need aa a ata£ And so 
i^gain the habit of aUe-bodied Enropeana oarry« 
i^ walking-etickB ia Tery atrange to the eyea of 
the OanloMee. The dwarf-tree% grown in pota, 
wUflh theae gardwia oontatn in great abundance, 
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ate Tery smgnlMr. 8oak« of thrai^ etpedally the 
pear-treesi ue of gieat tga^ and uo not moio 
than from one to two £Det high. Ihiij hare all 
the appeaianoe of gnarled oaks in miniatora. I 
do not think, howerer, thej aie to wooderfiil aa 
the dwarf-treea whioh I taw in Jqian* The latter 
appeared to me as possessing more twisted 
branches, and as being more compressed in fimn 
than thofe to be found in the Fa*ti gardens. 
We now re-entered onr sampan and went on to 
Nam-Cheang. The literary pagoda, at the fioot of 
which we took onr seats, is a gracefnl structure 
and charmingly decorated with porcelain fres- 
coes. The tea was brought to us by our coolie 
from the boat, boiling water was soon got ready 
over a little fire of sticks, and we sipped our tea 
and gazed upon the strange country in front of 
us. Haying finished our tea we went into a small 
and dirty temple dedicated to the gods of learning. 
Such frightful idols they were, with a hideous 
attendant in eflSgy standing on each side of the 
chief altar. We then took a stroll through the 
small Tillage, followed, as we usually are when 
psssing through country Tillages, Iqr boys and girls^ 
the latter being Tcry considerably in the minority. 
The girls, without exception, wore th«r hair cut 
in a fringe across their forehead^ and I knew 
from this that they were not only unmarried, but 
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A Toang Chiwe gM mtn her 
haA bur is a ma0» plait banging onr bar 
■howldei^ the float hair ii braoght onr tba ion- 
bMd^ bat aa ■ooa as aha it batnitbad, th* friaga 




is bntbad baok aad tha baok bair it dfaMd i la 



FoUowad bj an admiring throng of villaga 
eUldrM, «a walked oa a Itttla mj ftom -Nasi* 
f^baaag to inapaet a larga giaaila aroh raiMd 
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in honour of Lan*laong-Sbee^ a woman wlio at« 
tained to the great age of a hundred jeai^ 
and who in oonaeqoenoe recetred thia peat* 
humous honour. The arch is high, and two 
figures are carred in relief on it» which repre* 
sent old age. Characters^ engrared on it^ pur-* 
port that it is raised bj imperial decree, and 
give the name of the lady thus honoured. 
This arch was raised some forty yean ago. We 
were so much Texed the other day, on coming 
home firom one of our excarsions, to find that a 
party of ten Chinese ladies had called upon us. I 
wish they had given us notice of their intended 
Tisit, as I should have liked so much to entertain 
them, and certainly should have stayed at home 
to receive them. 



LETTER XL. 

(UxTOK, April mh, 1878.* 

Mt dkar Mother, 

I HASTEN to write to you full particulars 
• of a terrible catastrophe which befell our settle- 
ment yesterday* and which has destroyed seTeral 

* Tbif letter Imm been re-writleo ham menoty, m the WHer 
written at the time end eent to En^end deeeriUns the whiri* 
I wind, wee not fetuned to mj hnSkj bj the friend le wheai it 

! wee lent fiir pemeel. 

I 




886 



fOUBTXBlf MOUTHS Df CAMTOir. 



himdred htomm in the western sobarb of the dtjr. 
1 80 nmch Cbm tlut 70a and *U tboee who hare 
rektiooe linng at Cmtoa mmt hare had a 
aerere ihocfc whea the telegraphie newi of the 
whiriwind and the destniotioQ it haa caiieed 
learhed Englaiid, If 70a remember, in one of 
my letter! written laat Aagnat, I told jca that 
we had had a terrifio wind whieh oaoaed na mooh 
alaroit and which dettroyed aome honaea in the 
city. The aonnd aooompanying thia last whirl* 
wind waa preeiaely similar to that I then de» 
acribed, only Tory mooh loader. Bot beibce I 
begin a deaeriptioo of all that happened when 
the whirlwind broke npon Qa» I most tell yon 
what singular weather we had had during the 
earlier part of the day. Aboot doTon o*olock a 
terrifio thonder-etorm came on, which was aooom* 
panied by the most violent trc^ioal rain. After 
that had ceaaed we were snrprieed by a ahower of 
hail* and the hailatooea we picked up from the 
floor of our Torandah were in aome oaaea aa laige 
aa walnuta» and of the nature of ioe. This hail- 
atorm quickly passed off, and the weather par- 
tisily dsarsd up. I waa in my bedroom after 
lundieon, at, I beliereb about half-past two^ when 
I waa attiaoted towards the window by a curious 
rushing sound, and on looking out I saw a 
giual eloud of what appeared to be fkagmsnts 
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and debris being driyen madlj np the riTer. I 
concluded that the great tteamer * Powan,' whidi 
was due from Hong-Kong at that hoar, had Uown 
np. Immediately though I was undeoeiTedt as the 
wind was upon us, and the banyan trees in front 
of our house were literally bent to the groond by 
itsforoe. I rushed downstairs to Henry, whom I had 
left in the library, and as he came out of the room 
at the same moment, we met in the hall. He said 
to me and to Minnie, who had followed me down 
stairs, ** Qet under the staircase, a typhoon is upon 
us, and the house may oome down!** He had 
heard the great rushing noise as he was reading 
in the library, and also a great amount of firing 
from the junks on the river, and came to the con- 
clusion that, unlikely as it appeared to be, an at- 
tack on the foreign settlement was being made by 
the Chinese. The full force of the whirlwind came 
upon the front of our house, and so terrific was it 
for a few seconds, that it took away our breath, 
and it seemed impossible that any masonry could 
withstand the shock. I was looking on the 
ground for a minute, when my little friend cried 
out, ** Oh, Mrs. Gray, the house is coming down T 
How can I convey to your mind any idea of the 
alarm this exclamation caused me, but on looking 
up I saw what had given rise to the little girFs fears. 
The front door, which is* a very high one, gaped 
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wide towards iii| and it was onlj the lock and 
CMtaDiiig that preTantad it falling inwarda. The 
window abore it» which is in the form of a half* 
eirole^ fell in, glaM, framework, and all, at the 
aame moment. The hall lamp, too, was shiTerrd 
to atoms. Withont ezperieneing it, joa cannot 
imagine what the fisarftd pressore of wind is on 
sndi anoocasion. 

I feared for my little ones in their norserj, and 
tried to rash npstaira, but in Tain. I ooold not 
open the door of the dining-room, the pressors of 
wind was so great npon it, for although it 
was on the sheltered side of the hooss^ the 
windows were open. I conld not go np the front 
stairoase as the glass was foiling npon it from the 
high window. Directly the glass had follen and 
I conld pass with safety, I ran nptain, dreading 
what might have happened, but I found both my 
ones asleep in their amahs* arms, happily nn- 
of the fearf al danger they had been in. 
The amahi^ who were blanched with fear, cried 
oat,*Oh,misBassi,howbadyoalookr Theagony 
of mind and the tension of faar for the few minutes 
that the whirlwind beat against our houss^ had 
told upcQ ma Our drawing-room, which was oa 
theeiposed side of the houss to the whiriwind, as 
U eame up the rifw, waa most profidentaally 
elessd; I think fer the fnt time since the 
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warm weather had set in. The ooolie» whoee 
duty it was to open the windows and typhoon 
shuttersy had left very early that morning to go 
into the country to worship the tombs of his 
ancestors. The other coolie had n^lected to 
unfasten the windows and blinds, so the room 
was really barricaded against the wind. 

In the meantime, the shrieks and screams which 
proceeded from the river were most distressing 
to hear, and we felt sore that terrible destmction 
was taking place amongst the boat population. 
When we had sufficiently recovered, and felt 
that the danger as concerned ourselves had passed, 
we went on to our verandah, and then stepped 
on to the Bund. I shall never forget the 
scene that now presented itself to our view. A 
quarter of an hour before the whirlwind arose 
I had looked out from this verandah to see what 
was the matter, as a great noise was made by some 
of the boat people. An accident had taken place ; 
a small boat having been run down by a junk. 
As I stood there, I noticed how fidl the river was 
of craft ; on the right-hand side there was a crowd 
of small boats, in front a large English steamer 
at anchor, surrounded by lighters discharging their 
cargo into her ; a little to the left were two small 
yachts at anchor, and numerous boats were plying 
about the river — and now, when I looked again. 
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*U WM eluuiged: the imaU boats wwe keel 
vpwardi^ and the imibrtiiiiate boelmeD were, I 
aaWy erawlisg from onderneetk tbem on to the 
keele ; ooe jaeht had dieappeared, the other ttfll 
rode at anchor, bat her meet lay aloogiideof her ia 
the riTer. The eteamer alone remained onii^jared, 
but the captain afterwarda told as that had the 
wind strock her midship she woald hare tomed 
OTer. Most ibrtonalely the tide was changing at 
the moment^ and she was in the act of taming 
roond, so was struck on the stem by the whirl- 
wind. The lighters saffered fearfully ; they were all 
keel upwards^ and the poor human beings belong* 
ing to them, at least those who had not perished, 
were dinging to the keels. The sound made by 
these boats crushing against and breaking each 
other up was most sad to hear. And now began the 
wailing of those who were already reoorering the 
deadbodiesoftheir dear ones. Ailneboyof aboat 
nine years old was taken out of the water quite dose 
to the Chaplaincy. The poor tsther came towards 
us with his dead child in his amis^ his body bent in 
an agony of grief, and calling upon his son by en* 
dearing names to coom back to him. The mother 
joi n ed him, and added her wail of agony to his, and 
toes her hair in her despair. The fisther now hdd 
the boy by the heels^ the head hanging down, in 
the enrious belief that the water would thus flow- 
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; from the mouth. He then placed the body on aome 

\ bricks which the mother had set in order for that 

I purpose, and put his foot on the chest of the boy 

to press the water out of the body, but it was all 
of no avail, the boy was dead. Immediately 
after this I saw five or six dead children laid side 
by side on the Bund. The creek at the back of 
our house was simply a scene of wailing and desola- 
tion. HundredsofboatswerefloatiDg keel upwards, 
and it seemed wonderful how some of the large 
craft bad been able to turn over in so small a space. 
The bridge which spans the creek was much 
injured, and by the time we reached it, half 
an hour after the whirlwind had passed, it was 
crowded by hundreds of Chinese. It seemed as 
if another catastrophe might take place, by the 
damaged bridge giving way under the great 
pressure brought to bear upon it. The scene on 
the pathway between the river and the houses 
was most distressing. I saw the American and 
Chinese doctors busy attending to and binding 
up the wounds of those who had been injured by 
• the falling houses. The silk rooms belonging to 
Messrs. Siemssen & Co. had simply ooUapsed, and 
some Chinese had suffered bruises and cuts in 
the fall. The police station was a wreck. On 
the opposite side of the creek, in the Chinese 
suburb, we saw the pathway of the hurricana 

2 n 
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Ifttced in ih% fidlen bootet. Thej bad timpljr 
beooma a bcap of ruina ; and now, as we walked 
on to tbe centre green walk of Sbameen^ we 
few the deraatation that bad been committed 
on tlie aettlement in tboee abort eleren minnlea, 
dnring wbicb it is onmpnted tbe bnmcane raged 
oTer it. It bad swept aeroas tlie oentie of the 
settlement in tbsf corkscrew moTement pecnliar 
to wbirlwinds. Yon conld see by tbe banyan 
trees» wbicb wefe torn np by tbe roots, wbere 
tbe Coarfnl wind bad first stmck, and tbe bonase 
immediately in its patb looked rery wrecka. 

Tbe sides of sereral of tbem were blown down. 
Tbe silk warebonae belonging to Meears. Ambold, 
Karberg, A Ca bad fallen aaa boose made of cards 
by ciiildren falls to piecest and thirteen Obinese 
were bnried in its mine. They were taking cot 
tbe men (twelre of tliese men were dead when 
diaooTcred) aa we passed by tbe warebooaei And 
now tbe Europeans began tocoUecf, and there waa 
a look of erident relief aa friend met friend, and 
a feeling of thankfnlness waa in erery heart, as 
it became apparent that not an Eoropean was misa* 
ing, not one injured. It ia difficult to oooTey to 
you an idea of the derastntion that reigned incur 
arttlement Thebrancbeeof tbetreeawefcatrewn 
about in all directioua. One tree waa a perfisei 
rel to ererybody. It waa one ofthe largest we 
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hadrbnt'ererybongh had now been stripped off it, 
and by the lotatorymorementof the wind bad been 
piled ap on the top of the tronk. An iron lamp* 
post in front of Henra. Ooare, Liod & Co.*i hooao, 
was bent dooble, and twisted like a eorkaorew, 
and yet the strange caprice of the wind showed 
itself bj leaving thetr hotise compatatiTely nn- 
injnied. Jost a few dates wer^ I b^ere, 
blown off the roof. The question was^ What 
now is to become of those whose hoosea hare 
been rendered uninhabitable 7 Where can they 
stay? They were eventually divided amongst 
those whose houses bad escaped or oomparatively 
escaped from harm. The booses most injnred 
were those of Messrs. Jardine, Uatheeon & Co, 
A. Gepp & Ca, William Pustao A Co. and Ara- 
hold, Earberg & Ca We heard to-day that the 
lady living at Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Ca's 
house had a narrow escape with her children. 
They were in one of the upper rooms, when the 
vhirlwjnd came upon the house in its full fory, 
and before they had reached the door, the side 
of the hoDse in which the room is situated fell 
down. They then took refuge in the corner of 
the upper landing, and from there saw the 
furniture driven firom its position and flying - 
about in all direotions. A la^ screen standing 
hy the staircase was lifted up and thrown over 
3d2 
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the lUaii. In the drawing-room Uie fomitnre was 
simply wrecked, tlie top of the grand piano waa 
taken ofl^ all the omamenti were toattered abont, 
and moei of Ihem broken. Below, a marble alab 
waa lifted from a table and blown to the other end 
of a long halL And yet all the inhabitanta of 
this hoQae eeoaped without a eerateh I The wind en« 
tered by the hall door, which was open, and cork* 
screwed np the honse, rendering it nninhabitaUe. 
We returned home sore at heart at all the 
sufferings we had seen. We heard that a 
Chinese merchant, who was walking down the 
centre road of Shameen, was killed by a fall- 
ing brick-bat We were also told that one of the 
ladies who had left the British Consnlate, bat 
had retomed to fetdi something from her room, 
had only ja«t reached the door when a large 
piece of the roof fell through into the room. No 
one had had an idea that the roof was injored. 
Bribre I left home, I had noticed a most charao* 
teristic featnre in soma Chinese carpenters in our 
own house. We had a few days before this seen 
a beantifally<<arTed, black, hard-wood Chinese 
bedstead in one of the furniture shops, but it waa 
then in nuious pieces. We said we should like to 
hare the bedstead sent us, and put together at our 
honss^ so that we could decide if we would pur cha se 
it or not. Itwasaocosdinglybfo^ghttoourhousa 
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yesterday monim^, uid the oarpenten aet to imtk 
to fitaten the piecet bother, and tfaej wsie idll 
80 employed when the whirlwind began. Thej 
left off for a mioate or two, atanding oloae to the 
bedstead, which they had placed in the upper hall. 
As soon as the faarhil rnsh of wiod was orer, they 
le-oommenoed their vi»)c, not even looking oat of 
the window to see what had happened, not ask* 
ing a qoestion, nor was their serenity apparently 
dietorbed by the heart-rending shrieks and the 
combined wuling of the safferen immediatoly 
around them. The poor people in the boati^ at 
leaet those on the wide river, might hare tried 
to save themselves when the first soonds of the 
whirlwind were heard. In their foolish belief, how- 
ever, that the nusohief was caosed by the dragon 
of the river twisting himself and lashing his tail, 
the men took out their guns, and fired them off 
incessantly for the few seconds* reprieve, before 
the force of the wind reached them, in order to 
frighten the dragon away from their boats. It 
was tliis firing that led Henry to suppose at fiist 
that an attack was being made on the foreign 
settlement by the Ohineee. And now came the 
alarm, namely the load besting of gtmgs, to 
announce that fire had broken oat in the city, 
and on looking we saw the heavens red in two 
distinct places. The crowd of human beiaga in th» 
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ChinciM street aeroM the oreek wm immenee. The 
great gape» with the heaps of fallen rabbiah mmrked 
the path of the whiriwind, and now the horror of 
firs was added to the scene. Before it became 
dark, we had a notice sent to 0% which went the 
round of all the European honssis to say that the 
Chinese Y iceroj had sent a detachment of soldiersi 
nnder the command of a military mandarin, to 
pfotect the foreign community. The lamentations 
and waitings continued all through the m'ght at 
interrals, but nothing occurred to cause us fresh 
alarm on the settlement We hare walked round 
it this morning, and a sad scene it presents. 
Any one coming to it ss a stranger would imagine 
that the place had been bombard^. A tree 
broken off close to its roots was thrown over our 
neighbour's wall, which was much injured. Trees 
immediately opposite our door hare been torn out 
by the roots from the chunam paTement, and lie 
on the ground. We haTS heard of many sad 
casualtiea. The Chinese tailor who woiked for 
us was^ with two or thrse others, killed by the 
falling of his house just across the creek. No 
one can estimate the number of lires lost yester* 
day; they say it is some thousands, in fhot it 
is isarsd that from six to ten thoussnd hare 
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LETTER XLL 

Oumm, April ITtb, IS78. 

Ut de&b Mother, 

Last Sfttordftytand ag&ia on the following 
Mondsjr, Henry and I went into the wwteni 
saburb, to see for onnelves liow fiur the reports 
we had heard of tlie fearfal deetmetion cansed 
by the whirlvind were tme. On starting in oar 
sampan, ire were oonscions at once of a most 
disagreeable odour ariidng from the water, and as 
we pursued our way to the site of the old foctoHas 
the smell became more and moie oETenUTe, and 
we felt sure, from its intensity, that some dead 
bodies most be floating aronnd and aboat us. I 
dreaded to look, fearing to see some revolting 
spectsole. When we entered the western suburb 
of the city, we noticed that the Chinamen, who 
were walking about, held pieces of sandal-wood to 
their aosen, or held the ends of their tails under 
their nostrils. In all the shops of the western 
nthnrb sweet-smelling incense was baming. At 
flrst we thooght that the account girea ns of the 
derostation caused by the whirlwind had been ex* 
sggerated, but as we went on farther and fonnd 
ourseWea in the path that it took, we bt^an to 
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letlise the extent of the disaster. As we stood up- 
on the bridge lending from the street called Shap- 
Ts*at Poo. a sad spectacle presented itself to onr 
eyea. The creek was no longer a flowing stream, 
bat was literally choked np hj the dibru of the 
fallen houses. As we went along, we were mncb 
sUnck hj the pecoUarl j sharp line drawn hj the 
whiriwindf for on one side of a yerj narrow 
street the houses stood nnbjored, and on the 
other the honsea were simply a mass of mbbisht 
or, if standing, were rendered nninhabitable. In 
one part of the western snbnrb we stood with 
fidlen streets aroond os, jnst a chaotic mass of 
bricks and mbbish. On inqniring from men in 
this immediate neighboorfaood, Henrj became 
eonrinced of what he had prerioosly conjeotored, 
that the loss of hnman life was not so great at at 
first computed. In one long street, where all the 
houses were down, a man told Henrj that only 
eleren persons had been killed. It is oeitain that 
the Chinese hooses, being boilt of moch lighter 
Bftaterial and without the solidity of an Eoropean 
boose, do not bring the same wholesale destmc- 
tioo npoQ their inhabitants when they falL We 
then went on to see two large templee which hare 
been shaken to their tonndations by the whirlwind. 
The one is the nen-Han-lCin, the other, which 
immedaateiyjoinsit,istheMi-Chan*MiQ. Atflrel 
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wefeinclmad to think they 
nunedy hoi, oo fnraminrag them move ekmdr, we 
tonmd thai ererj pQlar thai was still ttiBiliiig 
was shaken and cnckad ; tbeiooiiwefe bn^eo is, 
the poff€daiB firesooes most dilapidated, and m mass 
of bricks and nibble la j on the floor. The onty 
parts that had escsped in either of the temples 
were, eorioQslj enough, the two hi^ altars; and 
the goddess in one, and the god in the other, with 
tiieir lespeetiTe attendants^ still mMJutmin^ i}^ 
posituMis^ althoogfa they were mnch disfignred bj 
the dnsL On letoming towards home, we went 
into a street close to Shameen, and here a Terj 
sad sight came before our eyes. We saw several 
plain wooden ooiSns at the side of this street, with 
men of the pariah class sitting bj them, and wait- 
ing for corpses which were being dng out of the 
ruins of the fallen honses. We entered one of 
the native merchants' hongs, and saw two of the 
assistants sitting near the entrance, with a jar oon* 
taining buming incense before them. This was a 
most necessary precaution, as the offensiTe odour 
in the shop was OTorpowering, and the merchants 
told us that one or two corpses bad been already 
remored from the ruins in the rear of their hong. 
In our walk of a mile from the landing-stage, 
and in making the oireuit of the district which 
had suffered in the late oatastmphe^ we saw 
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detolalioo and rain. Henry Uiink% howerer, from 
all he bat learnt^ tliai the lose of kaman life oaoeed 
hj the whirlwind dnea not probablj ezoeed 
life thouaand. The Chineee benoTolent aocietjr, 
the Tenk-Uongy or Chioeee diepeniarj at Sbaj^ 
Tt'at P0O9 gave four thoamnd coffins for the inter- 
ment of thoee who had pmnhed. The Shnn-kam 
(or Chineie gentry) baTS done mnoh to aUeriate 
the mfTeringi of povoaa who haTS eiutained in* 
jnriea from the falling of their dweUingt^ They 
haTe erected mat aheda in the qoadrangles of ae- 
▼eral of the templet, in which natiTe dooton are 
atatiooed to dms the woonds of the eofrererflv 
and to giTS them advice and medicanea. Daring 
o«r walk we entered two or three of theae 
temporary diapenaarieai and aaw many aerio«ialy 
i^jnred people raoeiTing medical care^ for which 
they aeemed oaoat graleftal. 



LETTER XLIL 

04n«B, Apdl mad, 19711 
M T DBAE MOTHXIt 

HmT learnt from one of hia Ohineae 
friaoda thai a Tory grand foneral waa to take place 
fai the ir tatem anbnrb^ and that it waa to be ooe of 
diq»lay, aa the rlacaaaad man had hdd 
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the high potiiioQ of Ticeroy of two of the midltnd 
provinces of Ohiiuu We started etrlj in the 
momiDgy leaying home before six o'clock, and 
walked on to the street called Taai-Lank*PoOb to 
a honse belonging to the family Loo^ of which 
the deceased man was a member. He had died 
seyen weeks beforei at the ripe age of ninetj-ciz 
years. A large crowd had assembled in thestreet 
and aronnd the door of the honse'of moaruing, bnt 
they immediately made way for ns to pass through. 
In the porch we were received most conrteonsly by 
the attendants and invited to go into the house. 
We now passed into the inner hall, in which 
the large cofiKn was placed behind a screen under 
the ancestral altar. Four sons of tlie deceased 
came forward, bowed themselves to the ground, 
and did the kau-tau at our feet, in acknowledg- 
ment of our visit of condolence. These men wore 
long sackcloth dresses and low-crowned caps also 
made in sackcloth, from which hang little cotton 
balls suspended on threads of cotton. These 
caps gave a very singular appearance to their 
wearers. The sons of the deceased then handed 
us cups of tea, and the conductor of caremoniea 
gave each of us a little present of lucky money, 
half a dollar in value, wrapped up in white paper. 
A similar present of money is given at all ChincM 
funerals to the friends who are present, but it 
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▼ftriai in Talna aoocNrding to Uie rank or fbrtone 
of Ilia daooMed penoiL Boiled rioa wm alao 
preoaotad to oti but we did Doi emt it» m it was 
ivgmrdad m an oflTering from the ■pirit of the 
deooMed. Tliie rioe ie boiled the night before by 
tlie tons of the famil j, attired in aackcloth, who 
eook it in the coort-yard of the honae, tbemaelTea 
adding foel to the fire aa required. When this rioe 
ia boiled it ia called " old nian*t rioe»** and ia oflTered 
to the tpirit of the departed one. Thia cnatom ia 
obaarred only when the deoeaaed peraoo hat died 
Adl of yearff. On the day of the ftinexal thia rice 
ia dirided amongat the gneata. The ladiea of the 
iamily were toreened from oar Tiew by the altar, 
and the aorroondinga of the coflbi, but we ooold 
aee the edges of their saokdoth gamienCa, and 
oceasioBslly we canght a glimpse of some of them 
either sitting or kneeling on the ground. At 
thia moment a passsge was made thxongh the 
erowd of frieoda and retainersi and a mandarin 
of high rank, in fall dreas, wearing a peacock's 
Csalher in hia hat, advanced, prostrated himself 
b e fai e the altar, and wofihipped the spirit of the 
dacsaasd. The maater of cersmonies rsgolated 
the worahtp aa the aumdarin knelt and did the 
lraa4aa, A pidora of the deceased, well painted, 
kng over the altar. Very many long em* 
kseidai'ed banaeia in bright and Taried coloof% 
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ooataining words of sympathj, adorned the wallf 
^1 of the outer and inner halls. On the withdrawal 

of the mandarin, eight Buddhist priests adTanced 
into tl)e inner hall and took up their poeitions, 
four on each side of the altar, on which stood 
a tablet bearing the name of the deceased, and 
. offerings of food, fruit, flowers, and a cup of tea. 
Chopsticks were also placed on the altar. The 
priests, one of them beating a tom-tom and leading 
the chanting of the prayers, informed the SfHril of 
the departed that they were about to remoTO his 
body to the tomb prepared for it, begging the 
spirit to be so good as to accompany it without 
causing trouble to the family. The Chinese 
entertain great fears that the soul of a dead man 
may not wish to leave the house on the day 
appoiuted for the funeral, and they strive to 
cajole it to do so. After the Buddhist priests 
had retired, eight Tauist priests came into the 
hall and rendered a similar act of worship to 
the spirit of the deceased* 

After these ceremonies were over, the howling 
for the dead commenced on the part of the mourn- 
iug women, and the chief mourners, the four sons of 
the deceased. The time having now arrived for the 
coffin to be removed from the house, a curious 
scene occurred. All the members of the family, 
attendants, etc, fled £rom the hall in all i^irftw^^n^ 
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Mthe Ng4aok (a parimh dtm whose duty it it to 
esrij corptet to tbegmfo) were in Uie aetof rftiMDg 
the ooffiaoQ their ahoQldaro. This penio erase from 
dreed leet the eootheeyer whom they hed cooeolled 
ebonld heTe failed in chooeing a looky day for 
the burial of the deoeaeed, in which caee hie 
ipirit would be eo angry ee to deeire to afflict any 
membeiB of the family, who were present at that 
moment, with tome griTtons eickneea 

We now left the lions^, at we withed to obtain 
a good petition in the street throogh which the 
ftmeral procetrion was to pee*. All forme and 
eenrmooiet obeenred at a Chineee ftineral ara 
etrictly in accordance with the rank and poeition 
of the dead person, and in this case the arrange- 
ments were on a moet nnnsoally grand scale. We 
walked down the etreet some little way, and then 
entered a shop at the inTitation of its owner, who 
al once recognised Henry as an old friend. It was 
fsrinnate we did eo^ as tliere was a long delay 
belbre the piocumion started from the hooee of 
monming. Onr kind frimd gaYC ne setti^ and 
on hesring we shonld like to take tea, he made 
eooM for as. Henry ee nsnal whiled away the 
time by entering into conTersation with all 
aioudhim. We noticed that the heed estistsnt 
in the shop looked very sad and rsnmined silent, 
when the eonreieatioB tamed on the snbjset 
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of the late whirlwind, he looked still a^ider. 
The master of the shop told Henrj that the 
young man'a wife had perished in a hoose 
close by, which had been blown down by tbe 
whirlwind. At last mnsical sounds and beating 
of gongs announced that the funeral prooae* 
sion had started from the house of mouming, 
and our host kindly placed at his door a long fonn 
upon which we stood, and so were enabled to look 
over the heads of the assembled crowd. The first 
tiling that appeared in sight after two gong 
bearers, was a long bamboo catafalque, which was 
intended to be placed over the coffin at the tomb. . 
It was trimmed with bright-coloured fringe and 
narrow ribbons. Following it were two men who 
carried large lanterns with tbe name and title 
of the deceased painted on them. Then came 
sixteen young musicians, and after them boys 
bearing flags and paper lanterns on red poles. 
Men carrying red boards bearing the names 
and titles of the deceased and his ancestors, 
also others bearing insignia in varions forms, such 
OS battle-axes, sceptres, handn, etc, now passed 
before us. The Bud<lhist priests, who had woi^ 
shipped in the house, walked by two and two 
abreast Equerries on ponies were added to the 
procession, in consequence of the high rank of the 
deceased. Eight of tiiese equerries passed now 
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and eight oUien natrer the end of the proceiiiop. 
After the eight equerrieei the Taoist priests 
walked past^ two and two abreasti precede and 
followed by men can7ing tables sonnoonted by 
canopies, trimmed whoUj in yellow silk, a pririlege 
aoooffded only by the Emperor to men of dia- 
tinetion. These tablesi swnng on poles, held offers 
ings of pigs, dncks, fowls, fmit and flowers. On 
another table I saw the official dress, hat, and silk 
boots of the deceased. A large red umbrella was 
esrried in the procession, besides other bright silk 
nmbrellas, Uany friends of the bereaved fimuly 
walked by, two and two, d r esse d either in long 
silk robes, or, if related to tb« tsmily, in long 
white cotton coats. A number of soldiers formed 
part of the pr oc e s sio p, in hooonr of the deceased 
▼ioeroy. Then came other bands of music, 
followed by large paper effigies of gods, attend- 
ant% etc And now passed in front of us the 
chief moomers in their sackcloth dresses, each 
snpported on both sides by attendants^ their 
faadm bowed down as if for ?ery grief they 
oould not stand upright Their eyes and nosca 
wen streaming, and the cotton bobs hanging from 
their aackeloth hats dangled in front of their 
foeas^ and gave them a really comical eflect. 
The eldest SOB carried a wooden staff in his hand, 
which were twined strips of white cotton. 
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In the other hand he bore a bamboo pole 
streamer at the end of it, called the sool-cloth, 
which is supposed to smnmon the spirit of the 
deceased to accompany the body it so reoentlj 
animated. From where we stood, we coald hear 
the loud wailing of the women who accompanied 
the coffin for a short distance from the house of 
mourning. Behind the chief mourners came the 
second eight eqnerriesi and following them again 
appeared sixty-four men, who were dad entirely in 
white, and who paced slowly along, two and twa 
In their hands, passing from the first to the last 
and fastened to the coffin, were wide bands of 
white calico ornamented with huge rosettes made 
in the same white materiaL It is supposed (and 
here one sees another eyidence of the original in* 
tention having become a sham ceremonial only) 
that these men are drawing the coffin to its 
last resting-place. The fact really is, that they 
have not a particle of weight of the burden laid 
upon them. The huge coffin now came in sight, 
and we saw that it was covered over by a 
richly ornamented red pall embroidered in gold 
thread with patterns of dragons worked on ic 
Along the top of the coffin was an immensely 
long pole, red in colour, and much ornamented. 
At one end of this pole a dragon's head was 
represented in green and gold, and at the other 
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end wss Uie tail of the dfsgon equally gilded 
and deooimted. 

This dragoQ pole can be placed onlj abore 
tlie coffin of a man who baa attained the high 
rank of a ricwoj. One featnre of the procetaion 
which I find I hare omitted, waa the state cbairt 
naed bj the deceaaed when liring. It now con- 
tained hia portfait, which had been placed on 
the teat bj hia aooa joat befoie they had left the 
hoaae of mooming. Tl*e lamps weie alight inside 
the chair, and all waa arranged as if tlie great 
man himself were seated in his chair, instead 
of being a lifeless corpse borne along upon the 
shoulders of some doaens of the Ng^tsok or 
carriers of the dead. The prescribed number of 
chair heams» in accordance with the high rank 
of the dec^iaasd, carried the state chair, and the 
orthodox number of attendants accompani^ it. 
The stage on which the hnge coffin rested had 
a mofi complicated arrangement of rope abont 
it, bj which the Ng-tsok sopported the coffin. 
Paper mooej was scattered along the streets to 
appeaae the hungry ghosts of paupcn, who, liaTtng 
died in the strsels, haTC not receired the usual 
oflering of food and monej from tlieir desoendanta. 
The pfocssiioB closed with some led ponies be* 
kmgiag to the sons of the deceased man, and by 
gronpa of attendants and frisnds. We had 
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the high ofBdal, in whose honoar thk long pro- 
cession was made, only some two or three weeks 
before his death, when we were Tisiting one of 
the temples, and a Chinese who was present toU 
Henry of his high rank, and said that only he 
and one other dtiien of Canton were liring who 
had attained to tlie rank of Tioeroy. No man 
is ever appointed to this high oflSoe in the 
province of which he is a native. 

Another strict role is that when a viceror 
is appointed to a province, the relations of his 
wives may not accompany him. The American 
Consurs wife told me, a few days ago, a teaching 
anecdote about the present viceroy of Canton. He 
had a favourite wife, one he dearly loved, and, as 
he himself told the consul, it was she who always 
superintended his toilet. He said he always went 
to her, before leaving his yamun on state occasions, 
to Qsk for her opinion as to his personal appear- 
ance. This wife, on coming to Canton, mnch 
missed her family, from whom she had been sepa- 
rated for the first time. She entreated her hnsband 
to allow her to send for them, bat he told her that 
it was not possible for him to comply with her 
request She nrged him again and again with 
tears to allow her family to come to her, bnt the 
viceroy had it not in his power to gratify her wish. 
Just before we arrived at Canton, in March of last 
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year, the poor womtii, not beiiig able to bear the 
leliieal of ber wiehea» took opiam whiltl ber hot- 
band waa awaj from bomob and oo bis retom be 
ibiiiid ber djiag. In an agony of grief be eent for 
the Mianonary DodoTt and offered bim any anm 
of nMJoey, if be coiald rettote bis belored wife, but 
it was too late, and she died a km minntea after 
tbe doctor arriYed. Tbe Tioeroy is b great distiees 
at baring no cbildrsn ; be bas married tbree wives^ 
bat is still ebildless» He oonsalted some geoman* 
eers on the sobjeot, and tbey adyissd bim to bntld 
a pagoda in tbe gronnds of his yamnn, promising 
bim a son wben it was completed. Tbe pagoda 
was raised, but tbe Ticeroy*s desire was not 
grataSed, and, on asking tbe geomaneers for tbe 
eaase, they said they bad ascertained thai tbe 
pagoda bad been placed on an nnliieky spot of 
gronnd, that it most be taken down, and rebnilt 
in another part of the gerden. This pagoda is 
now in oowae of reoonstmction. 



LETTER XLIIL 

Oaviw, Aptfl Mki lUi* 

Ut iNun UoTHsn, 

\Vs baTo endeaTonred seferal times to go 
np a tidal cieek which intersects t|M island of 
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Hooam, and to make a eiieait^ letoniiiig home 
by the broad rirer, bat we hATe been again and 
again foiled in our attempta^ owing to the low* 
ness of the tides. We made np oor minds to 
make another effort last week, and started to- 
wards the end of the one tids^ to oatoh the fitir 
tide on the broad ri?er, as we knew if we fiiled in 
this it wonld make the ezonrsion so long that we 
eonld not possiUj arriTO home until night bad sst 
in. We started about half-past two PJLySndy going 
some little waj up the creek, slopped aboot 
four o'clock at a little Bnddbist monastery stand- 
ing on the left bsnk. We went in to see it, 
whilst our boy made tea ready for ns. I was 
much struck, on entering the shrine, to see 
a monk properly rested kneeling before an 
altar, and unassisted, reciting the resper serrice 
in a monotone. He was earnest in manner, not 
disturbed by our appearance, but seemed to be 
simply engaged in a daily duty. No one else 
was present, and not a soul apparently would haTo 
known if he had not fulfilled his duty. After we 
had enjoyed our tea oZ /resoo^ we re-entered our 
sampan, passing by most picturesque Tillages, 
and under bridges so quaint and charming that I 
longed to sketch them. The tide again nnfortiH 
nately played ns fSUse, but this time we had 
entered the broad riTor before it turned against 
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u. We thaii made way Terj slowly, for the 
adrene tido was rerj strong, and darkness fell 
upoo OS wbea we were still three or four miles 
from Sbameeii. We toiled along by the opposite 
bank of the riTer» and had nearly reached 
Honam, when a Uaok darkness orerpowered 
n% and shnt out all from our Tiew. It was 
endent that a heary storm was at hand. We 
heard the bnsy talk, in a high key, of the boat 
people in the boats aroond ns, who were eridently 
seiaed with fear at the approach of the storm. 1 
tslt terrified, for I knew w^ had to cros« the 
wide rirer, a dangerons matter in soch Egyptian 
darkness; and yet we ooold not reach home 
withont doing so. We already began to strike 
against, and be stmck by, other boats, and as 
crafts without lights were coming in all directions, 
withont any rule of way on the riTer, it seemed 
as if we must meet with some serious accident. 
Wha we turned oar boat's head to cross the 
rirer, it was a most alarming moment. Boat* 
were coming to the right of us to the left of us, 
behind u% in our path, and otliers were anchored 
in the rirer. We could only take our chance 
and strike across to Siiameen. The occasional 
▼ifid flashes of lightning seemed only to make 
the intsBse darkness mors fearful than before. 
Vfhm we were nearing the old iaotories* site^ we 
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beard a great tumult going on ; boats were erasb- 
ing against each otber, men and women were 
Bcreaming loudly, and it was erident that some 
accident liad happened near to the qpot. How 
we escaped witliout disaster I cannot tell. ETery 
now and then we had such a blow from some 
boat much larger than Qur sampan, that we wars 
fairly sent reeling. I cannot tell you bow 
thankful I felt when I heard that we were under 
the shelter of Shameen wall, and neTor was I 
better pleased to land than on tbat night Oar 
servants at home had become much alarmed 
about U8y as they knew the danger we must hare 
run in the thick darkness of the impending storm. 
Immediately after we had reached home, the storm 
burst upon us in all its fury. It was terrific 
The thunder shook our house, the lightning illu« 
minated the rooms, and the rain came down in tor- 
reuts. After a while there was a pause in the 
tempest, but it lasted only a short time, when the 
storm was renewed in all its fury. Later on, a 
second lull took place, and then for a third time 
the thunder shook our house, and seemed to 
deafen us with its uproar. The calm did not 
come on until morning dawned. And now I 
must tell you about an early excursion which we 
made into the city yesterday morning, to the 
goremor's yamun, to sea a most singular oere* 
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niooj. At ibis time, sbqqsIIj, the Emperor 
mskas s gift to sll oonneUy male sod femsla, 
coofinad in priaon, awaiting ezeootioo under the 
imperial warrant This ia aappoied to exhibit 
tbe olemenej of tbe patamal goremment. We 
arrifed earlj at tbe jamon, bat already a dense 
crowd bad amembled in tbe large quadrangle, 
and tbe priioners were present Tbej were 
dre«ed in new red prison dresses, and bad 
ebains round tbeir necks» tbe ends of whicb were 
held by jailors. We fonnd tbat we bad still a 
long time to wait before tbe Yioeroy and fire of 
tbe diief oflSoials were expected to arriTe, so we 
looked round for a sbdtar fnnn tbe son, and also 
from tbe crowd. We at last asked permission to 
eater a tower in tbe ooter qoadrangle of tbe 
yamon, and tiiis request being aooorded* we 
ascended into tbe smallest, dirtiest, and hottest 
little room in which I OTcr sat On inquiry, 
Henry disoorered tbat it belonged to tbe 
goremor^s bandsmen. Daring tbe next hour 
I amused myself by looking out of tbe window 
and wateUng tbe crowd* 

It was a strange, a motley group upon whicb 
we gaasd. Companies of soldiers were there with 
tbcirspean^ matchlocks, and gay banners; small 
stalK ^ whicb light rsfresbments were sold, stood 
al ftuqusnt intsr?al% and the bmu LoUing them 
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seemed to pi j a hxmj trade. Mandarins of 
Tarious grades oontiniied to arrire. One soene 
we saw amused ns muolu A state chair was ad* 
Tanoing slowly along a road to tlie right hand, 
another quietly along a road to the left When, 
however, the rival chair bearers came in sight 
of each other, they broke into a run, so that 
neither chair should arrive at the path leading 
through the outer quadrangle of the yamnn be* 
fore the other. Having accompIiBhed this, and 
reaching the opening into the path at the same' 
moment, the chair bearers carried their respective 
masters into the inner quadrangle side by side, 
neither of the mandarins thus taking precedence 
of the other. They were equal in rank. At last, 
from the sounding of gongs and the shrill blast 
of musical instruments, we knew that the Viceroy 
was at hand. The soldiers stood at arms under 
their banners, in two lines, and the great man 
passed between them up the outer quadrangle. 
After he had arrived, the prisoners were taken into 
the inner quadrangle, accompanied by a strong 
guard. One, who was too weak (or what was 
quite possible, too much injured by torture) to 
walk, was carried up the centre path in a basket. 
When all had passed in, we went down from our 
unpleasant but friendly shelter and entered the 
inner quadrangle of the yamun. We then went 
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into the gofamor^s jndgmeDt hallt rad aaw two red 
eoforad teblet at Um and, and two timilar tablea 
CD aaoh side of Uie hall. Tbe Yketoj and the 
gofenior now eateied, followed by the pronooial 
tifiaaufBr, the eommimooer of custom^ the 
liteimrj ehaaoellor, aiid the chief jualioe. Tlie 
y ieeroj and tbe gorenor took their aeata at the 
tables plaeed at the opper and of the halU 
and the other four oflBoials arranged themielTes 
at the aide tables. Leawr mandarina aad the 
waoal crowd of attendaota etood behind each 
table. Tbe |«)ple who were preaent occupied 
the aidea of the centre path of the quadrangle. 
And now there waa a moTemeot behind na, and 
CD looking round I aaw that the priaooen were 
being led np bj jaikns in chaige of them. They 
were brooght to a atand««till at tbe wide open 
entfaace of the jndgment hall, and about ten at a 
tine were made to kneel in a row, each priaooer 
being led to hie poaitioD by hia jailor. 

A aad eight were thcee nnhappy priaaoeri» who 
looked half-elarfed, dirty, and utterly wof b e g one. 
Their heada were nnabafon, and their front hair 
and pig-taila were ron^ and entangled. Theee 
poor wretchea awoks my aynp^^yf 6om the 
urwaltiaa which had been need towarJa them, 
and my blood ran cold aa I thought of the 
fcle SMitinf thmn. The jaikxa behatred with 
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vdnton cruelt; towArda them, jerkiog them hy 
their cliaiiu to make ihem raise their limdt. 
The class of jailors in China is tlie worst possible. 
Tiiey take s large share if not all the maaty 
provided by the friends of ihe prisoners, and 
towards those who have no friends to he]p then 
tbej' exercise the most barbarons pruelty. It 
is more than probable that they, and not tlia 
unhappy prisoaerB, received the benefit of the 
Emperor's bounty bUowd on tliis day. And now as 
the prisoners kneel down with the gn^lest diffi- 
culty, their limbs being cramped and nearly u»e- 
less, their names are called over, and two small 
iDandariiiB advance towards them and place in the 
bauds of each large palm fuD.«. I notice with how 
much difGculty these prisDiiers hold them, as their 
wrists are chained together. Into the palm-leof 
fan oue of the maudarina drops a little loaf, 
the other mandarin following him places some 
money on it, and bending down he throws a 
string of cash round the ueck of each of the 
kneeling criminals. A rain cloak, large and 
circular in form, made of dried palm leaves, is 
then given to each jailor for the use of his 
particular charge. The prisoners perform the 
kau-tau and mutter words of thanks to the. 
£mperor for the presents just received ; and now 
with a jerk of the chains the jailors encourage 
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their miteimbla piaUgA to rita^ and laid tbein 
lo Um Ikitlier and of tbo qoadnngla 

Amongit Uie third and last aet of priaooen 
who wove pboad b rows to reoaiTo the rojral 
bounty, WM a moat ill-faToorad looking woman, 
aadt OA inqoiring, Henry laarnt that the crime of 
which ahe had been oooncted was the mnrder of 
her Buatraaa'a child oat of revenge. The &te 
r aaa n re d lor thia woman «a appalling to con- 
template. She will aoffvr the ling-chee form of 
pwniahment, that is, the will be boondtoacron 
and be ent into pieoea, the amp ds grim not 
being given, in all probabilitj, nutil foorteen 
enta haTO been inflicted. One of the moat 
terrible fBatnrea of Chineae criminal law ia thia, 
that a priaoner, when condemned to death for 
eooM heinooa crimen aoch aa parricide, matricide, 
fratricide, the mnrder of a hnaband, or the 
mnrder of a aehoolmaatar, eta, ia not ezecnted 
within a given period of time. The imperial 
aanctaon mnat be obtained, that ia, the Emperor'a 
vermilion pencil-mark mnat be a l Bi iwf to the 
of eriminala who have been gnilty of aoch 
balofe thej can be pnt to death.* Some- 
a nriaoaar of theae idaaaaa eacanea ezecotion 





9l VlMVSyS %f 




VOUBTEBN II0MTH8 IN OANTOK. 



429 



for some yean, as tho Emperor^ Termilion 
pencil^inark iias not been placed against his par* 
ticnlar name, and then be is onl j infonned on the 
mormng of the day in which his ezecotion is to 
take place that his torn has come. I hare learnt 
that one of my amahs is now in mooming for 
her husband, who has been recently strangM on 
a cross, on the ezeootion-groand of this city, after 
eleven years* imprisonment. He ezdaimed, when 
bound to the crosB, that he thought it was Tfiy 
hard that, after eleren years' incarceraticm, he 
should have to suffer a violent deatlu This un« 
fortunate man was half an hour under the execu- 
tioner's hands. The crime for which he suffered 
was that of kidnapping young children. One 
wonders how a man's brain can stand the pressure 
of daily expectation and uncertainty regarding 
his sentence being carried out Possibly some 
of those whom we saw, yesterday, roceiring the 
imperial presents at tlie yamun were on the 
ere of being executed, and I could not help 
thinking that the royal bounty was a great 
farce. When the ceremony had been brought to 
a close, I obserred that the prisoners were 
marohed back to prison under a strong esoort. 
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LETTEB XLIV. 

CAvmi, Mmj 4tk ItTI. 
Mr DBAB MOTHIt, 

Bomb few days ago we veoeifed a largo 
red eerd of inritation from the abbot eleoi of tlie 
Hai-Chwaag-TMie, or Ooean Banner Mooasterj 
al Hooam, asking ne to be present at his oonse- 
eratioo.* It waS| as 700 osn imagine, an oppoi^ 
Uinil J not to be neglected, and one of which we 
most gladlj aTailed onrsehca. The ceremony of 
co os e cr stion was to take plaoe Tery early in the 
morning. We therefore ordered oar senrants to 
Lave a mmpan in readiness at oar Isnding-steps 
at two A.M., and to call as some short time before 
that boor. We rose at half-psst one, dremedoar- 
sel?f% and stealthily crseping bj oar children's 
door so as not lo wake them al that anseasonable 
boar, we went downetairs, and passed oat on to the 
Bond. Imagine oar annoyance when we feand 
no boat ready for as. Oar eumpridore told as a 
doablfal tale aboat two of oar serrsnts baring 
gone for lo And a boat» and not having yet 

• I kM« Imi tyiftA le mt Ito (BrMmlMM aHw, 
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ceeded in tbtir endeaToort. The &ct mm, the 
Older bad beeo wbolljr forgotten. After renuin- 
ing a abort time near the landing-fltepi^ and not 
neing aoTthing of either of our ■errants or a 
boat approaching ub, we began to despair of eroi»> 
ing the rirer in time to arrire at the monaateiy 
for the ceremony. We perceiTsd a dirty-loohang 
boat at a aKort distance from the Bond, ccntaia- 
ing one old man onlj. Henry hailed him and 
after much itenuasion indooed him to paddle hta 
boat near to us, and to listen to onr eutroMties to 
take as across the rirer to Hcmam. The old man 
paddled us along Tery slowly, but we reached the 
landiiig-steps in front of the Honam monastery at 
last. Here we saw seTeral private hong boat;, 
which wtre lighted up by large paper lantons. 
They contained many Chinese gentlemen, wbo^ 
like ourselves, had come to witness the ceremony 
of consecration. The scene here wm moat 
jiicturesque, . and to indeed was the scene on 
the river, its craft and banks dimly visible in th« 
light of a new moon. Wo walked on to the 
monastery, and found its cloisters iltuminated by 
many coloured lanterns each different in deaigo. 
TUe effect of tliese cloisters at this early hoar 
with their "dim religions light" was most im- 
pressive, and one could wall imagine onest^lf in 
the oloisten of a Catbolio mooaateij in &u<^w. 
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Od AtriTiDg at the Tuiton' ball we were ioTited 
into one of tbe reception roora% and when we bed 
taken aeatt, tea wan banded to oa. We found 
eereral Cbineee gentlemen aaMmbled in this room, 
wbo weie smoking long pipep, tipping tea, and 
cbatting with eaeb other. In a short time we 
were asked to proceed to Uie chapter-bonse, 
where we met tbe abbot elect sorroonded hj a 
number of his friends. He was then wearing 
a pnrple robe. In the cloister adjoining the 
ehapter-hoose I saw a band compoeed of small 
bojs in bsndsomely embroidered ooats. A band- 
master was assembling them, and directing their 
morementSL A large number of monks be- 
longing to the monastery were congreg a ted in 
the cloister. The abbot elect now roeo from 
the chair in which he had been chatting with his 
friends, and a long red silk Testment, made in 
many pieces to represent the robe of poTerty, was 
placed orer his shoulders. The p r o cessi on was 
then formed to conduct tbe abbot elect to the 
Tariotts shrines of the monastery. Fin4 came the 
band of small boys playing upon flutes fifes, and 
shrill pipes (tbe latter exactly resembling in 
sound Scotch bagpi pes) ; then came monks walking 
two a br e a i t , wearing grey cowls, and yellow silk 
TSitaMuts thrown across tbe left shoulder ; these 
monks were followed by men bearing large globular 
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ChiDCM lanMnM on wbioh th« aamt, takea bjtbe 
■bbot npon embraooiig maautio life, wu painted in 
Ux^ eharutan. The procBw'nn «m doaed bj 
two Toong prieiti (mllj ehaplaioa to the nbbot). 
one of whom oanied a ocoiier in hii right hand, 
and in the other a Moall tray, an vhiob. the abbot's 
roMiy, oonniting of plain poliriwd blaek beada, 
«aa laid when ha wai aogaged in pzayar.' The 
■eoond Toaog priest held the abbot's lod of office 
in. (me hand, and in the other a tray on which 
was placed a china rase with a snail branch of 
the flowering pear, and a folded letter oMitaiDing 
the rules of the monasterj. These Toosg priests 
immediately preceded the abbot elect, who was 
short and fat, and looked an old man of seTcnty 
yeotB ot more. We followed close behind him, 
and were thus able to see the details of the 
ceremonies which took place. I cannot convey 
to yon an idea of the strange and stdonn osa^ 
SaH the procession made, as it wound its way 
slowly down the long and dimly-lighted cloisteis. 
The fiitt bait it made was at a shrine to the left 
of the large qoadraagle, dedicated to the god 
Wei-to. Here the abbot elect prostrated him- 
self before an altar and per&rmed the kan-tan, a 
salTooffire-oiackerBbanglet oifaslMZoae &om. 
hie knees. He then, headed by the prooessioo, 
orossed orer to a shrine at the rigbt-Jiand side of 
3f 
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Ibe qiwrfnuigle, dedicated to Kwan-tai, the god 

of war, and wonhipped at his altar. Kwan-tai and 

Wei-to are regarded as the guardians of monastic 

institationsL The procession afterwards passed 

into tlie large shrine called Tai-Hong-Poo-Tien, 

which contains colossal gilded fignrss of the 

three Boddhasi The three large altars in this 

shrine were corered with offerings of fruit and 

floweit. The abbot elect stood before the oentre 

altar, and one of his chaplains unfolded a square of 

silk which he carried OTer his arm, and which I 

now disoorered to be a kneeling-mat A band of 

red silk, sewn on to the white silk ground of this 

mat, looked strangely like an ecclesiastical derice. 

Beibfw the abbot elect knelt, be remored the 

losary from his neck, and handing it to the 

chaplain by his side, it was placed on the tray. 

He and his two chaplains now knelt before the 

altar, and one of the latter lighting a joss-stick 

passed it to the abbot elect, who elevated it 

three times, and then gare it to his second 

chaplain to place in the incense-burner standing 

upon the altar. This was done three times, a 

fresh jose>stick being lighted and placed in the 

incsMS burner, on each occasion, with the utmost 

solemnity, and in silence. The letter was now 

taken from the tray, unfolded and handed to the 

abbot eleot bj the cm chaplain, rsad akmd by 
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the old man as he knelt befove the altar, then 
passed on to the eeoond chaplain, who ie*fi>Ided 
it, and xeplaoed it on the tiaj. The kan-tan 
having been performed bj the abbot elect, the 
three rose from their knees, the rosarj was re- 
placed round the neck of the abbot elect by 
the one chaplain, the prajer mat was folded 
up by the other, and the procession left the 
shrine. It proceeded then to a shrine containing 
large images of three abbots who founded this 
monastery and were the first to preside orer it. 
Before these idols a Tery long altar had been 
placed which was orerflowing with offerings of 
fruits and flowers. Here the same religious 
service was gone through in all its details as at 
the shrine of the three Buddhas. The abbot 
elect did the kau-tau before the images of the 
three abbots, and prayed that the mantles of 
these his sainted predecessors in office might (all 
upon him. The next halt the procession made 
was in the large kitchen, in which there is an 
altar dedicated to the genius who presides over 
the vegetable diet of Buddhist monks, and before 
wliich the same religious ceremony was performed. 
On leaving the kitchen, the abbot elect and his 
suite moved on to a large dormitory, and there * 
worshipped an idol representing the guardian of 
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TImbm the prooetnon raliiniad to the diapter- 
hoorn^ nd I was rarprited to find that the floor 
of it wat oorered wHh aa Earopeao «arpet At 
tba esd of this hall a raited thiooo was plaoed, and 
behiod it bang a laigepieca of scarlet embioidorj 
ea whieh a Kflan was lepreeented in gold. A 
table and altar stood in froiit of tbe throne^ the 
latter being oorered with red satin, richly em- 
brotdeied; an inoense*bnnier was npoo it» and, 
as is always the oassi t oootained powdered in- 
cenee in which worshippers place lighted joss- 
sticks. A Isrge glassi framed in canred Uaok wood, 
stood al the end of the halL Theee high glasses, 
whieh rssemble oar dieral glasses^ ars placed 
in Buddhist Booasteries as emblems of purity. 
Pioeifeding np the hall the abbot elect prostrated 
hisBself belbre the small altar, and, baring per- 
fimned the kan^tan to the throne, roee and placed 
thiw lighted joysticks in the incense-bomer. 
He then stood al the right-hand comer of the 
tablcb and listened to the roles of the order, which 
weie read alood to him by one of the mooka. 
We were stsnding dose to the table, and so had 
tbe mmp imU of the brillianUy lighted halL 
with rows of monks arranged on each side of 
it The abbot elect now sM^red towards the 
throne, attended by his two chaplains, and 
eleed in front of it. He took np a brown hair 
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switcky and whisked it to the rights then to 
the lefti and oyer his head and thoalderB. This 
signified that all eril was lemored far from him. 
He was now condncted to the throne by his two 
chaplains, who spread his sQk Testment orer 
the back of it as he took his seat. All the 
monks adyanoed, and did the kau-tau to their 
new abbot On their retiring^ some mandarins 
in foil oostnme walked up the hall, and, haying 
placed joss-sticks in the incense-bomer, prostrated 
themseWes before the abbot The ceremonial 
of installation was now oyer, and the abbot, 
accompanied bj his attendants, passed into his 
priyate suite of rooms. He afterwards held a 
201^. The first to attend it were the monks of 
the monastery and those who had come from 
other monasteries to assist at the ceremony. As 
each monk adyanced, he made a moyement as 
if he would kneel, but the abbot, taking him by 
the hand, preyented him doing so, whereupon the 
monk placed his head first on one shoulder and 
then on the other of the abbot After all the 
monks had paid their respects to the old man, 
seyeral mandarins in full dress came into the 
room to congratulate him. And here we noticed 
a piece of priestly arrogance. When these man- 
darins prepared to kneel to do him homage, 
the abbot did not attempt to preyent their 
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knaeliBg before bim, bat reoeired tbeir obeie- 
eiioe with a benign anile. After Uie le9i$ wee 
aver, tbe abbot retired to another apartment 
and took off hie red feeimenf. He only reeled, 
howerer, for a fow momente, and then the 
poor old man began to make hie return rieite 
to the mooki, tmdging along tbe dimly-lighted 
doielerei knocking at the door of each cell, and 
eelnting ite inmate. I pitied him cordially, for 
he looked unequal to the fatiguing dntiee inn 
poeed upon him, and I noticed that when he 
knelt to perform the numeroue kau-taus at the 
Ttfioui ehrinee, he eeemed to haTe much diflBculty 
in rieing from hie kneee. The office of abbot of 
a fiuddhiet monaetery laste only three yean. The 
retiring abbot, howcTer, can be re-elected. We 
now left the Honam Monatterr, intending to 
return to it in a few hours' time, at we had 
been iuTitad bj the abbot to luncheon, and 
we aleo wished to eee the monks pertake of a 
banquet, in honour of the occasioo, in the large 
refeelory. We took a boat called by tbe Chi- 
nese a wang^uee4oo^ or ferry*boat, and croesed 
the river to the Chaplainoy, where we arriTed 

A little before ele?en o'clock, we called our 
sampan and re croesed tbe riTer to the monastery. 
On amTiag^ Henry again offsred the abbot hie 
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oongntnUtknu, and receiTed » hMity welooms 
- from him in retara. Ai we paned by nTenl 
rooms ooaititating the mito aet aput for the abbot, 
wa nw tablee with lanoheons laid oat od them. 
Chineee geatlemen were ntting roand them, and 
partaking of the abbots* hoepitalitj. We were 
inhered by oar hoet into one of theee apartmentt, 
and invited to nat ooraelres at a small round tablet 
Upon oar doing so, Tegetable soaps of variovi 
kinds were banded to as. The abbot walked ap 
and down the room, eoming to oar table oocasioQ- 
ally to press as to partake more freely of his 
hospitality. He did sot, I noticed, sit down to 
eat with any of his gaests^ After we had finished 
oar Innobeoo, we passed on to a large reception 
hall, in which the monks were assembling fat 
dinoer, to the soaud of a wooden tom-tom, a 
method nsoally adopted for calling monks to 
religions services and meals. The monks now 
began to file ont of the hall, walking two and 
two abreast, and we hastened to the refectory, so 
that we might see them eater and assemble there. 
The refectory, called by the Chinese Tchi-Tong, is 
an immense hall liaring an altar at the apperend of 
it Eight long narrow taUes go down the Iragtb 
of this hall, four on eaoh side. Benches are plaoed . 
on one side of the tables only, that is, <m the loft 
of the taUes on the left side of the refisctory, and 
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« tlie figbt of tlie tiUai on tlie other aide of 
IIm l e fc e l of j. In this meDoer the whole of the 
Bonks when at their meeb face the oeotre of the 
nKMBy end so esn be seen hj the ehboti who sits 
bj himself at n smell table at the lower end of 
the halL A basin full of rioe, and a plate ooo* 
taining gieen Tegetables were plaoed, with ehop- 
staeks» lor eaeh monk. When all the monks had 
enterad the reCaetorj, and were standing in their 
plaess at the tables^ the abbot, pfeceded hj a 
band of mosie, arriYed, and went to the small 
table at the ead of the hall, his ehaplains 
standing on eaeh side of him. Agraoewasnow 
ehanted hj the monkai Whilst all were still 
stnndinsr. one of the ehanlains handiwl a basin 
«D the abbot, who filled it with rioe, and ele- 
?ating it» blesMd it The chaplain then took 
the basin ont of the refeetory, and emptied the 
rieob as Ibod Ibr the birds of the air, on a tripod 
elanding in theco nitja td 

The monks now ss at ed themselTes, and the 
lepast began, and I mnst say that all who were 
ptessnt did ample jnstiee to it, baring their basios 
fspisnishsd sfpin and again bj lay biothei% who 
esfffied lioe fond the tables in laige pails. The 
abbot took bnt a soantj meal, jnst tasting the rioe 
and fsgstablei plaeed befcre him. Thismealwas, 
asfv as he n a eeones m ed,afcfmonly, as he dined 
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in pritate afterwards. The party of monka 
mmsiiallj large^ and most hate munbered move 
than three hundred, as monks from other mo- 
nasteries were partaking of the hospitali^ of the 
Hai-Ghwang-Tne on this occasion. In tho vefiso- 
tory I noticed sereral laige boards which were 
hang against the walls^ airf I learned that they 
contained sayings from the Bnddhvt dasiics. As 
silence is obserfed at all mealSp it is considered 
that the monks csn be edified by reading and medi- 
tatingnpon these good precepts as they silently 
eat their food. The abbet now roee from the table^ 
and, preceded by the mnsicianSi was condocted 
back to his prirate apartments. We then saun- 
tered leisurely through the quadrangles of the 
monastery to the landing-stage to rejoin our sam- 
pan. This monastery possesses much to interest 
a yisitor, and I am neyer tired of going oyer it. 
One of the objects of interest^ and ' which I was 
surprised beyond measure to find here, is the 
Shue-Kuuky or printing-office, in which Buddhist 
liturgies for the use of monasteries are printed. 
I hare seen the process used in printing, and will 
try to describe it to you. A block coTeied with 
characters, cut in relief, is smeared orer 
Indian ink. A sheet of paper is then placed 
oyer it, which^ on being closely pressed, adherea 
to the block, and receiyes the imprsssion of the 
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ohamctart. It it then remored. The sheets ttiat 

I have seen printed off hare been yery clesr. The 

Cliinese claim to be tlie inyentors of the art of 

printing, and with justice, as ihej have known 

and practised it for man j centuries The funeral 

pjre in the gardens of the monastery is another 

object of great interest. We went to see it the 

other day, and I then had an cTidenoe of the 

extreme fear that the Chinese entertain of ghosts. 

One of our waiting-bo\s, Ahee by name/wss with 

OS in tlie garden, but nothing Henry said coold 

induce him to go near the funeral pyre, or the 

hut containing cinerary urns, or the ossnariesL 

Indeed, he candidly airknowlodged that he was 

afraid of the spirits of the deceased monks. The 

pyre is built of brick, and looks like a small 

tower as you approach it The open doorway is 

wide enough only to admit the cremation chair, 

in which tlie corpse of a deail brother is placed 

and carried to the pyre. The chair with its 

humsn contents is then placed in the pyre oo four 

stones, and iaggots are piled up round it. After 

some prayers hare been chanted by the aseembled 

monks for the repose of the departed one's aonl, 

the senior monk takes a lighted torch and sets Are 

to the faggots. At intenrals small pieces of sandal I 

wood are cast into the flames. When the hnman 

ashes hare become cold they are ooUeeted* pbeed 
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in a cinerary nm, and deposited in a hnt baQt 
near to the pyxe for the porpose. Here the 
cinerary oms remain until the third month of the 
year, when their contents are emptied into red 
bags and thrown into a large ossuary, whidi also 
stands near the funeral pyre. Another large 
ossuary, which I haye seen in these gardens, 
has been dosed, as it has receiyed its full comple- 
ment of human ashes, ris., the ashes of 4948 
monks, and more than this a Buddhist is not 
allowed to deposit in one ossuary. At Henry's re- 
quest, the monk who accompanied us the other day 
opened the door of the room in which cremation 
chairs are kept ready for use, and so I not only 
ti saw them, but had the whole method of their use 

explained to me. From this ghastly subject I 
must turn to one that will amuse you. lu a stye 
built close to the quadrangle of this monastery I 
saw several large fat pigs, which are regarded as 
sacred, haying been offered to Buddha by yotariea. 
A wooden board is placed on the wall of the stye, 
and on it are written characters, requesting yisitors 
not to beat or disturb these sacred pigs. It goes 
on farther to state, that should any one do so in 
spite of this warning, an all-seeing eye will take 
note of it, and that the offender will be punished 
on the day of account Near the stye is a poultry 
yard, in which I was amused at seeing a number of 
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€oeki, dudo^ Mid geeee, which are alio refwdwl M 
Mcred» haTiiigbMft offered to Buddha hj Totariee 
as thaak-ofliBriDgs tot meroiee veoeiTcd. It ie 
regarded as a work of merit bj the followeis of 
Buddha to saw life, and so thej bay sheep, goals, 
pi|Bi^ fowls, doek% geeee^ and pigeone at the 
Barinl% Slid place them in theee haihoors of 
leAige^ leaTing with the monks a sam of money 
to piWTide food far them. Male birds only ars 
presented to Bnddha, as they are regarded as 
more acceptable offMings than the female birdSi 
A large flsh-pood in them gardene is stocked by 
iih» which haTO also been bronghttothe 
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